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A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated 
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance + Tree Felling
and Tree Care + Sectional Dismantling

+ Crown Reduction/Thinning + Dead Wood Removed
+ Hedges Reduced and Trimmed + Tree Planting
+ Fruit Tree Pruning + Member of the Royal
+ Fully insured and Skilled Arborist Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote

Telephone: 01234 828895 Mobile: 07949 368374
Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk www.treespecific.co.uk
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Councillors

Contributions for
 the next Issue of

 The Bugle 

should be sent to the 
Parish Clerk before 

Monday 
25th  July

Submit Your Photo!

The Bugle Committee is always looking for seasonal 
photographs from around the village to place on 
the cover of the Bugle. If you would like to submit 
a photograph, please contact the Clerk at:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

D I  A M E S 

J O N  D I G W E E D

D U N C A N  E D G A R 

D E R R I C K  F O L B I G G

A N N  L O V E S E Y  M B E 

G R A H A M  P E N D R E Y

K A T E  S M I T H

S T U A R T  S O U T H A L L 

P E T E R  W A R D 

T I M  W O O D 

01234 870245 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
www.greatbarford.org.uk

an answerphone is available if calling 
outside of the office hours.  

Great Barford Parish Council

Office Opening Times:
Tuesday and Thursday  
9.00am to 12.30pm

Wednesday - 12.30pm - 3.30pm

(subject to change due to training, 
Council commitments and holiday)
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CHAIR'S  REPORT 

Local Needs Housing
Are you looking for 
Affordable Housing in Great 
Barford so you don’t have to 
move out of the area?   If so, 
we have some news for you...

The Nightingale Road 
development was only approved subject to the 
mix of housing to include some Rural Exception, 
Local Needs Housing. As such, 11 houses were 
incorporated in the scheme. Unfortunately the 
strict allocation process was not properly adhered 
to, meaning some of the 11 Local Needs Houses were 
allocated to people not having a Local Connection. 
However, the Agent and Bedford Borough Council 
have agreed the next seven changes in tenure of 
affordable rented houses will be given preference 
to those on the Housing Register with a Local 
Connection. Please see the separate article for full 
details, and make sure you register your interest.

Queen’s Jubilee
The Jubilee weekend, over the 2nd to 6th June 
is a time to celebrate. This year the normal May 
Spring Bank Holiday has been deferred, to create 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and Official Birthday 
weekend. Her Majesty The Queen succeeded to 
the Throne on 6th February 1952, and becomes the 
first British Monarch to achieve an historic reign, 
with 70 years of service. 

As I write this, it is expected there will be several 
Street Parties taking place in the village, some on 
streets and others on the green spaces we have. 
Book the sun-shine early for a grand day out.

St George, Dragons and 
Fairies
23 April 2022 was St 
George’s Day. Did you 
notice the St George flag 
flying opposite the Post 
Office?  Or perhaps your 
attention was drawn to the 
Decorated Pillar Box?

It seems St George did a good job of keeping the 
Dragons at bay – none were seen roaming around 
Great Barford, and that made it safe for the local 
Fairies to do some magic. The Great Barford 
Yarn Fairy has been busy creating a crocheted 
decoration for the Pillar Box – a lovely white dove 
bringing “Love”, “Hope” and “Peace”, and building a 
nest on top of the Pillar Box. See more pictures on 
a separate page.

East West Rail
It is believed that the current proposals for EWR 
are likely to proceed, but with perhaps a stronger 
emphasis on freight transport, and eventually 
linking through to Felixstowe Docks. A decision on 
the selected route alignment between Bedford and 
Cambridge is expected this summer. By popular 
demand, there will be new Drop-In sessions, as well 
as the Statutory Public Consultations. So watch 
out for announcement of these, and make sure 
you have your say.

Black Cat
The Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet A428 improvements 
project has been going through Examination, which 
finished on 18 February. The Examining Authority 
then had 3 months to write its report, and make 
a recommendation to the Secretary of State. The 
Secretary of State then has a further 3 months 
to make a decision. If approved, a Development 
Consent Order is expected around the end of 
summer. It is possible that work can then actually 
start in late autumn this year.

Wöllstien
The previous biannual 
visit by our twinning 
partners was called off 
due to Covid restrictions. 
This year the planned 
visit will coincide with 
the Jubilee celebrations. 
It should be a good 

weekend, and something really special for our 
guests and all of us to remember.
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CHAIR’S  REPORT 

Bedford Borough Local Plan 2040
The BBLP2040 process is progressing, and on 
schedule for adoption at end of 2023. The Plan for 
Submission was presented to the BBC Executive on 
Wednesday 27 April. The Executive supported the 
Draft Plan, so it will now go to public consultation, 
for a six week period from mid June to end of 
July. All households in the Borough will receive 
an information brochure about the consultation. 
Make sure you have your say by submitting 
comment during the consultation period.

The Draft 2040 Plan appears to have a Spatial 
Strategy and Site Allocation based on the 
previously published and consulted (2021) Option 
2B, but now includes TWO new settlements – 
Kempston Hardwick and Little Barford, both of 
which are close to rail link upgrades (proposed 
stations with potential EWR link). Policy DS2(S) 
Spatial Strategy explains where homes and jobs 
will be delivered through new allocations alongside 
those allocations already adopted in the Local Plan 
2030.

Thankfully, the Draft Plan DOES NOT have any 
additional growth targets for those Key Service 
Centres or Rural Service Centres previously 
allocated in the BBLP2030, but it does confirm the 
growth already allocated. Great Barford will still 
have to cater for the 500 new homes we know 
about.

However, what seems to have gone under the radar 
is the inclusion of future Employment Land. Policy 
EMP6 Business Park, Land at Water End and St 
Neots Road will be of particular interest to us. This 
is for high-end R&D businesses, in a landscaped 
campus style setting – a sort of mini “Cambridge 
Science Park”. The land is in Renhold Parish, but is 
next to the southwest boundary of Great Barford 
Parish. It is centred on the A421 Water End junction, 
spreading north towards Renhold, and south 
towards Cuckoo Brook Bridge. 

BBC Online Services
We have heard some people are having difficulty 
accessing the BBC online services, particularly for 
filling in forms for some services. If this affects 
you, then the Village Agent may be able to help 
in individual cases, or provide general information. 
Please see the Village Agent article.

Front Garden Competition
This year we will be continuing our custom of 
judging Front Gardens, and awarding prizes in the 
Categories of Small and Large Gardens. This has 
become a local custom to encourage residents to 
put on an impressive visual display throughout the 
village. You do not have to send in a formal entry, 
the Parish Councillors will evaluate gardens across 
the whole village from the end of June and into 
July, and propose the best ones to be considered 
for a prize award by Full Council.

Great Barford Surgery
The Great Barford Surgery wish to ensure that 
Patients are involved in decisions about access, 
the range, and quality of services provided at the 
practice. The Patient Participation Group (PPG), 
representing a cross-section of patients, meet 
regularly to give feedback to the surgery. At a 
recent PPG meeting, it was mentioned that they 
would be putting together a newsletter from the 
Practice. We hope extracts may either become a 
regular Bugle article, or perhaps made available as a 
link to the GB Surgery website to read online.

Casual Vacancy
As reported last time, we had a Councillor resign 
to follow other activities. We went through the 
statutory process of informing the Borough’s 
Electoral Services, who then issued a Notice of 
Vacancy, inviting the electorate to request filling 
the vacancy through a by-election. No requests 
were submitted, so we advertised for interest to fill 
the post through a co-option process. To date, no-
one has come forward, so the co-option advert is 
still displayed on our notice-boards. Please contact 
the Clerk if you would like further information.
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BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE 
ABTA & ATOL protected 

Contact Us Today:

Home of Cruise Select
24A Mill Street, Bedford

Tel: 01234 326778
sales@selecttravelholidays.co.uk

www.selecttravelholidays.co.uk

Dreaming of a river 
cruise?

Whether it’s Europe, or further afield, our team of expert 
river cruise specialists can help find the perfect river 

cruise for you.  

We have first-hand knowledge and experience of a wide range 
of rivers (including the very remote Brahmaputra river in north 
India!) and river cruise lines, and are passionate about creating 

holidays that are memorable and special.  
 

Visit us in-store or contact us to find out more about river 
cruising and the latest offers, and enjoy our exceptional 

personal service.
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Both Lisa and John enjoy sharing their hobby of baking.
With three older children that need her less now, Lisa
enjoys her time caring for John. Once in a corporate job,
she now wants a slower pace of life. All of her experience
has led her to a rewarding role she feels comfortable with
and thoroughly enjoys.

Each Home Instead franchise is independently owned and operated. Copyright © Home Instead® 2022.

moona.karim@homeinstead.co.uk
homeinstead.co.uk/bedford/vacancies/
01234 868820

difference
A career that

makes a
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bugle1. What was the name of Henry 

VIII's third wife?

2. From which musical does the song

"Some Enchanted Evening" come?

3.The RAF 617 Squadron's motto is "Apres moi, le deluge". For what 

name is the squadron famously known as?

4. Complete the following sentence...... "As guilty as ......"?

5. In chess, what piece can only move diagonally?

6. In which county is the town of Taunton?

7. "Quint, we need a bigger boat?". What film?

8. What were the nicknames of the five spice girls?

9. Which three countries are known as "the Baltic States"? 

10. This year is the 40th anniversary of which conflict?

11. The eucalyptus tree is the favourite diet of which antipodean 

animal?

12. Which star sign is represented by a pair of scales?

                              ANSWERS ON PAGE 40



Summer 2022                                                                                                        thebarfordbugle 09

From Our Village Agent 
Our Village Agent, Teresa Moon, is here to help people in Bedford Borough 
villages to access the services and support they might need. She can also help 
with money issues. Her services are confidential and free and she can visit you at 
home. Just call Freephone 0800 039 1234. 

Do You Struggle with Online Applications to Bedford Borough Council?
Recently I was contacted by a lady who needed to apply to Bedford Borough 

Council for her Council Tax Rebate and Housing Benefit. As she doesn’t use a computer, she was very 
distressed when she was told by the Council Helpline that she could only do this online, and they could 
not assist her. I contacted Stephen Moon (no relation), our Borough Councillor, to check whether this 
was indeed now Council Policy?  

He immediately raised the issue with the Council and has been reassured that an error was made, and 
that anyone needing assistance with online applications should call the Council Helpline on 01234 267422. 
People will be offered help by phone, or else a face-to-face appointment at the Borough Council’s 
Customer Service Centre in Horne Lane. Stephen Moon has asked to be informed as soon as a resident is 
aware of a lack of support – either for themselves or a neighbour. His number is 01234 870061.

£150 Energy Subsidy to Households in Council Tax Bands A-D
Households in Council Tax Bands A to D are entitled to an energy subsidy of £150.  If you pay your 
Council Tax by Direct Debit you will receive payment automatically. Most Direct Debit payers were paid 
by 3 May. (If you don’t pay any Council Tax, you will still receive the payment.) 
• What If You Haven’t Received your Payment?
There are approximately 3,000 households whose names on the Council Tax register are not the same as 
the name on the Direct Debit bank account. Where this is the case, the Government guidance states that 
payment cannot be made.  You will be asked by the Council for additional details and further evidence.
• Non Direct Debit Payers
You need to apply for your payment by completing a form on the Borough Council website. To complete 
the form you need an access code, which will be sent to you automatically - you do not need to do 
anything. You cannot receive your access code over the phone from Customer Services - it is a 2 step 
identification process to prevent fraud, therefore you will need to wait for the code to be sent to you. 
Payments will be made from mid-May onwards. 

Applicants who signed up to paperless billing have been sent their access codes by email.  Applicants 
who have not signed up to paperless billing will have their access code posted to them by Wednesday 11 
May 2022.

£200 Energy Rebate to be Paid to All Households 
All households with a domestic electricity connection will be automatically eligible for a £200 reduction 
in their energy bills from October 2022.  However, this payment will then be recouped from 2023 over 5 
years. You will still get the reduction if you switch supplier.

Contact your Village Agent on Freephone 0800 039 1234
(This is an answerphone service, so please be ready to leave your name, address & telephone number, 
and I will aim to call you back within 48 hours.)
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As part of the promotion for the Queen’s Green 
Canopy, and the “Plant a Tree for the Jubilee” 
initiative, to mark Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee in 
2022, everyone across the UK is being invited to plant 
trees throughout the Jubilee year. Anyone can get 
involved. The Woodland Trust has trees for the public 
to purchase, or eligible community groups can apply for 
FREE tree packs that come with a variety of species in 
each pack, and in various quantities per pack.

We joined the fun by applying to the Woodland Trust 
for a large pack of mixed species suitable for hedging. 
We planted around 300 mixed saplings in the Jubilee 
Play Area. We also took the opportunity to fill-in gaps 
in established hedges around the village.

Several volunteers came forward to help plant in the 
Jubilee Play Area, and the local Guides also got involved, 
as you can see in the photos.

TREE PLANTING

Extra hedging was added along 
Birchfield Road ditch. We also 
purchased 4 young Oak Trees from a 
local nursery, and planted them along 
the Birchfield Road side of the Playing 
Field. We will later add a memorial 
plaque to identify the trees.
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YOUR BUSINESS IN 

THE BUGLE?LOOKING TO 

ADVERTISE

The Bugle is quality magazine, compiled quarterly 
and distributed to all residents within Great Barford.

If you would like to reserve a space for our 
Summer edition please contact the Clerk 
for more details on:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

or call 01234 870245

Prices for advertising in 
the Barford Bugle for four 
consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

08  thebarfordbugle      Winter 2021 

If you see a fault or problem in 
Great Barford please report it direct to Highways 

at Bedford Borough Council:

https://highwaysreporting.bedford.gov.uk

You Can 
Report Highways Issues!!

LOOKING TO

ADVERTISE

The Bugle is quality magazine, compiled quarterly 
and distributed to all residents within Great Barford.

If you would like to reserve a space for our 
Spring edition please contact the Clerk 
for more details on:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

or call 01234 870245

Prices for advertising in 
the Barford Bugle for four 
consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

YOUR BUSINESS IN

THE BUGLE?
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LOOKING TO

ADVERTISE

The Bugle is quality magazine, compiled quarterly 
and distributed to all residents within Great Barford.

If you would like to reserve a space for our 
Spring edition please contact the Clerk 
for more details on:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

or call 01234 870245

Prices for advertising in 
the Barford Bugle for four 
consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

YOUR BUSINESS IN

THE BUGLE?
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To have a fundraising stall (local groups/clubs or trade) or for further information, please 

call/text Nicci on 07970114030 or email: nicci.martin@hotmail.co.uk 

   

 

 

 

GREAT BARFORD COMMUNITY EVENTS 
are organising a 

FUN DAY 

on SATURDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 

12 NOON - 5PM 
BURGERS  

WOODFIRED PIZZA        Ice Cream 
                     from James Ford   

                  “The Ice Cream Man” 

                 

          

TENT & the hall 

bar will be open        FISH & CHIPS 
TEA & CAKES 

 

INFLATABLES 
from The Party Doctors 
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Spring 2020    thebarfordbugle 13

Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter 

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5. 

C o n ta c t  N i cc i  :  0 7 9 7 0 1 1 4 0 3 0 

TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL

GREAT BARFORD NURSERY 
Places Available now 

A centre of excellence for teaching and learning 

Please contact the school office for more information 

Come and see our nursery and join in some 
activities with our early years staff 

Great Barford Primary Academy 
 Silver Street 
Great Barford MK44 3JU 
Tel: 01234 870342          E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk 
W: www.gbpa.org.uk 

Autumn  2020             thebarfordbugle 13

Due to Covid19 we are not open but plan to reopen as soon as possible

Contact Sid - totsteenies2021@gmail.com

Spring 2020                                                                                                       thebarfordbugle 13

Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter 

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5. 

C o n ta c t  N i cc i  :  0 7 9 7 0 1 1 4 0 3 0 

TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL

GREAT BARFORD NURSERY  
Places Available now  

A centre of excellence for teaching and learning 

 
Please contact the school office for more information  

 

Come and see our nursery and join in some  
activities with our early years staff 

 

Great Barford Primary Academy 
 Silver Street 
Great Barford MK44 3JU 
Tel: 01234 870342            E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk 
W: www.gbpa.org.uk 
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Due to Covid19 we are not open but plan to reopen as soon as possible

Contact Sid - totsteenies2021@gmail.com

GREAT BARFORD NURSERY   
Part of Great Barford Cof E Primary Academy 

 

       ‘Growing together through learning, friendship and worship’ 
 

We have places available in our nursery for 
September 2022 for children aged between 2 years and 9 

months and 4 years old. 
  

We are holding an open morning on                              
Wednesday 6th July 9.30-11.  

Please visit EventBrite to book your free ticket: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/great-barford-cofe-primary-

academy-nursery-open-morning-tickets-344677719337 

Great Barford Primary Academy 
 Silver Street 
Great Barford MK44 3HZ 
Tel: 01234 870342    E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk    
                   www.gbpa.org.uk         
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SPEED INDICATOR REPORT

Speed Indicator Device
Our Speed Indicator Device (SID) has been 
doing the rounds again, reminding drivers of the 
speed limit and collecting more data.  The Parish 
Council uses the data to get an idea of traffic 
volumes and speed distributions at various 
points around the village.  The map below is 
very slightly different from previous versions as 
this one shows average values from the different 
data sets that we have obtained.  Things like 
holidays and road works affect the amount of 
traffic travelling through the village, by averaging 
out the different figures it is hoped that it will 
give a truer picture of what is actually happening.    

We do point both Bedford Borough and the 
Police towards locations where we have the 
greatest problems.  Following our advice, the 
Bedford Borough Council Speed watch van 
has attended Green End Road on a number 
of occasions recently, trying out a different 
location as well as operating at those times when 
most problems occur, between 07:30 and 08:30.  
We will continue to encourage them to attend 
those sites in the village that have the biggest 
problems and also to check at peak times.

The Highways Committee is looking at a 
number of possible measures that we can take 
to help slow traffic down.  Our bid for funding 
through the Office of the Police and Crime 
Commissioner resulted in a £5000 grant toward 
traffic calming in Green End Road.  The Parish 

Council also has some monies available which 
we can use towards traffic calming around the 
village.  As with all these things, finance will be 
the limiting factor.

We have had a Traffic Safety Consultant come 
to the village to assess our issues and offer 
advice.  Speeding was not the only issue that we 
looked at.  For instance, the lack of a pedestrian 
crossing on High Street at the end of Church 
Walk is one of many concerns for us.  Covid 
has unfortunately delayed his report but it is 
expected imminently.  Once received we will 
look at the recommendations and aim to put 
together a plan to move forward with.  

We have had an increasing number of complaints 
recently concerning parked vehicles.  The police 
only become involved with vehicles causing an 
obstruction following a road traffic collision or if 
the vehicle is breaking the law in some respect.  
The Borough Council are responsible for, and 
have the powers to remove, vehicles that are 
abandoned.  If a vehicle is Taxed, MOT’d and 
Insured then it is more difficult to show it has 
been abandoned.  We do pass on details of 
vehicles we believe to be dumped (as can you) 
but unfortunately this takes time to investigate 
and the Borough Council has limited resources, 
this makes it frustrating for both you and us.  
With many households having multiple vehicles, 
parking is an ever growing problem, we ask that 
we all try to be as considerate as we can.



Summer 2022                                                                                                       thebarfordbugle 15

Great Barfordfront garden
Competition

Great Barford Parish Council will be judging a 
front garden competition in July 2022.

First and second place prizes for 
large and small gardens

SPEED INDICATOR REPORT



16  thebarfordbugle                                                                                                                     Summer  2022  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN GREAT BARFORD

Local Needs Housing

Are you, or someone you know, interested in 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING in Great Barford ?

If you are, then you will need to indicate your 
interest by putting your name on the Bedford 
Borough Council Housing Register.

If you are either a current resident in the Parish, 
or have an existing family or employment 
connection, then you may also meet the 
special Local Connection Criteria for a Local 
Needs Housing allocation, if you:

Affordable housing to meet Local Needs in 
rural areas is a special case, and once the units 
are designated, those Local Needs Housing 
units are safeguarded, and provided in 
perpetuity for the benefit of qualifying local 
people first.

When the Nightingale Road development was 
approved, part of the planning permission was 
for the provision of Rural Exception Housing. 
The planning conditions provided for Eleven 
(11) Local Needs Housing units. Three (3) of 
these were shared ownership, and Eight (8) 
were affordable rented. The total number of 11 
units will forever be reserved as Local Needs 
Housing, so at the next and all subsequent 
change of occupant, the house must be 
allocated to another person or household 
meeting the Local Connection Criteria first. If 
no-one is available from Great Barford Parish, 
the unit is offered to adjacent Parishes for 
people with a similar Local Connection, and if 
still not taken up, then the selection process 
is opened up to the rest of the Borough of 
Bedford.

People’s circumstances can change and current 
occupants may move somewhere else at short 
notice. If you are interested and eligible, don’t 
let the special provision go to someone 
outside of the Parish. Be prepared, get your 
name on the Borough Housing Register, 
highlighting your Local Connection, so you 
are ready when the next vacancy opportunity 
becomes available. However, it is not enough 
to just be on the Housing Register, there is 
a “bid” process to express interest when a 
property becomes available and advertised 
through MyHomeOptions.

Grand Union Housing Group are the Housing 
Association responsible for administering the 
affordable housing at Nightingale Road, but 

• Have lived in the Parish for at 
least the last 2 years, or

• Have lived in the Parish for at 
least 3 of the last 5 years, or

• Have a close family member 
(mother, father, brother, sister, adult son 
or daughter) living in the Parish for at least 
the last 5 years, or

• Have been employed in the 
Parish working at least 16 hours per week 
for at least the last 2 years.
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING IN GREAT BARFORD

must liaise with Bedford Borough Council, 
and Great Barford Parish Council when 
dealing with the Local Needs Housing units.

For full details on Social Housing and the 
Housing Register, please contact Bedford 
Borough Council and ask for information on:

• Bedford Borough’s Allocation Scheme

• Bedford’s “My Home Options Choice 
Based Lettings”

The Allocation Scheme makes provision for 
those who might not normally be able to 
join the Register - but who meet the local 
connection criteria - to join the Register in 
Band D, specifically to be able to bid for the 
exception scheme housing in the village.   It’s 
important that you make it clear on your 
application that this is why you wish to join 
the Register.  The suggested wording to 
include in the comments box is:

I (we) wish to progress my (our) application 
to join the Housing Register through 
normal channels. In the event that my (our) 
application would otherwise have been 
refused, I (we) wish to join the Register in Band 
D to allow me (us) to bid for rural exceptions 
schemes for which we have a qualifying 
local connection. I am (we are) particularly 
interested in the rural exception scheme in 
Great Barford, to which I (we) have a local 
connection.

For more details, follow the links at:
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/housing/
housing-advice-options/applying-for-
social-housing/

or call them on:

01234 718058. 
Lines are open:

Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday: 

9am-5pm, 
Wednesday: 10am-5pm

If you are having difficulty with the above, 
we may be able to offer some advice. Please 
contact the Clerk at Great Barford Parish 
Council.

BULKY WASTE 
COLLECTION

 
The Parish Council is still awaiting 

a decision from Bedford Borough 

Council as to whether there will be 

a Bulky Waste Collection Service 

this year.

 

Once we receive further 

infomation we will post updates 

on our website and noticeboards
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GREAT BARFORD BOWLS & PETANQUE CLUB

The winter of the soul is over – the threat 
of Covid has receded and the sun has come 
out. Now is the time to socialise again, get 
some gentle exercise and make our peace 
with nature: To hear the gentle click of bowl 
against jack (the little yellow target ball - not 
the annoying member we all want to throw 
our bowls at), to smell the new mown green 
and hear the frustrated groans of the skips 
(the “captain” not a kid with a rope). Why 
not turn up to our “Roll-ups” at 5.30 pm any 
Friday to find out more about the strange 
vocabulary of bowls – and have a go while you 
are there! Perhaps you may be looking for an 
activity with a social and health component 
now we are all moving towards a more relaxed 
situation. Bowls and Petanque are non-
contact outdoor activities with small number 
of regular players. We are open and actively 
encouraging new members to join in.

Even if you are a non-member, there are 
many activities at the club you might want 
to get involved in. Weekly there is Yoga on 

Friday mornings and Pilates on Wednesday 
afternoons and Friday mornings. Occasionally 
we have quiz nights (the first is on Saturday 25 
June), coffee mornings and who knows what 
we will organise for afternoons (did I mention 
the roll-ups!) - see our website at www.
greatbarfordbowlsclub.org.uk and Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/Great-Barford-
Bowls-Club-927365523974564 or call Beryl 
on 01767 449116. The car park address is in 
Woodpecker Close, MK44 3BG or there is 
pedestrian access through School Lane. 

We do pride ourselves that our facilities are 
enviable. For this reason, the club is sort after 
for Special bowls events. This year (2022) we 
have coming up soon four occasions:

Thursday 14 July – 
Men’s County Vice-Presidents competition

 
Thursday 20 July – 
Men’s County game
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GREAT BARFORD BOWLS & PETANQUE CLUB

Tuesday 09 August – 
Ladies County game (Bedfordshire v Essex)

Sunday 21 August – County Ladies 
Benevolent Triples competition.

These are a chance for anyone to come to the 
club and watch the best of county Bowls on 
your doorstep for free. The bar will be open! 
More information will be available on the 
website above closer to the time.

The club is achieving well in competitive 
leagues with the Men’s A team and Ladies team 
both achieving promotions to higher divisions. 
The Men’s B team was relegated last year after 
two successive promotions and have started 
powerfully this season with two clear wins. 
New players are needed to be the stars of the 
next few years … … and further on.

Friendly matches are ideal chances for new 
players to find out about the sport and 
improve, and for experienced new members to 
show what they can do. Bowls is a unique game 
because it positively encourages teams of three, 
skipped by an experienced player, “number 2” 
being a good player and the “lead” a relatively 
inexperienced player. Petanque in the rest of 
the country has suffered from the Pandemic 
because pub teams have folded. However, the 
club’s Petanque section has survived because 
it is an intrinsic part of the club, has a super 
floodlit piste and has a successful and skilled 
team. But is always on the hunt for new 
members so for more information contact us 

through the website or Facebook or call Joe 
01234 871723 (for Bowls) and about playing 
Petanque please contact Beryl on 01767 
449116.

And I will leave you with 
this cartoon: 

The captain is busy 
trying to pick his team 
for the weekend when a 
Polar Bear walks into the 
Pavilion. “I want to join 
your club and play bowls”, the bear says.

“What size club kit do you need,” replies 
the captain without looking up.

“XXXL” says the bear immediately.

“OK, and bowls size?”, inquires the 
captain, “we have lots of sets from 00 
to 5”.

The Polar Bear replies “er, … … … … … … … 
10!”

“Why the big pause?” says the captain 
looking up for the first time.

“I was born with them!” growled the 
Polar Bear.

Joe Lound-Keast, Publicity



20  thebarfordbugle                                                                                                                   Summer  2022  28  thebarfordbugle                                                                                                                     Winter 2021 

@Roxton Garden Centre
MK44 3DY

Freshly harvested vegetables and 
fruit; Locally grown or made;

everything in Season.
Open Wednesday-Sunday.

We stock fresh milk.
Best Quality, Best Prices

blackcatfarmshop@btinternet.com
Phone: 07522 559010

Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 0PE
01234 266 366      peacockauction.co.uk

Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks • Books 
Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints 

Bicycles • Jewellery & Watches • Collectables 
Garage Tools & Equipment • Household Electrical Items 
Office Furniture & Equipment • Retail Products & Stock 

Vehicles • Horticultural & Commercial Equipment 
Building Materials • Garden Furniture & Effects

Visit the Bedford Auction Centre to enjoy 
the excitement of a live auction.

Weekly Auctions

The Cafe at W&H Peacock is

OPEN
View the salerooms for our upcoming 
auctions and then relax with a coffee

 and a slice of cake.
Our unique cafe in Bedford Auction Centre with

free wi-fi comfortably seats over 100 customers. 
We serve cooked breakfasts, paninis and 

sandwiches, light lunches and snacks plus
 a range of hot and cold drinks.

Eastcotts Park, 
Wallis Way,
Bedford, MK42 0PE
01234 266 366

Visit
www.peacockscafe.co.uk

for more details on our opening 
hours and to view our full menu.
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BENEFITS and SUPPORT
email: customerservices@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718097 option 2

BLUE BADGES
email: blue.badges@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718009

CUSTOMER SERVICES
General enquires
https://www.bedford.gov.uk
email: customerservices@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 267422

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION
email: electoral.registration@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718078

DOG WARDEN
email: ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718099

MOBILE LIBRARY
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/libraries 
Tel: 01234 276453 

PARKING ENFORCEMENT
email: parking.services@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718359

BINS and RECYCLING
email: recycling@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718060

COUNCIL TAX
email: customerservices@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718097 option 3

EDUCATION SERVICES
email: childrensservices@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 267422

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Environmental concerns, including Dog Bins, 
Street Cleaning, Fly-Tipping, Waste Collection 
and Graffiti
email: callcentre@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718060

HIGHWAYS HELPLINE
Roads, Footpaths, Street Lights 
and general highways problems
email: highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718003

PLANNING
email: planning@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718068

BEDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL SERVICES

You can now report issues directly with Bedford Borough Council quickly and simply through their  
Online Report It Service which allows you to track your report online through the “Save Time, Do It 
Online” process – Home page: https://www.bedford.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/website-in-

formation/Pay-Report-Request/

RIGHTS OF WAY Footpaths and Bridleways       
email: row@bedford.gov.uk     Tel: 01234 718003
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We would like to 
warmly welcome members

 of the Ukrainian community 
to our village
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Around 
Great Barford
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Around 
Great Barford
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Great Barford Netball Team is in Division 3 of the 
Hertiage Netball League and currently in 2nd place 
within the division. 

The team reached the Cup Finals 30th March and fully 
supported by family and friends. Our home courts are 
based at Sandy Sports Centre but away games can be as far 
as Hitchin and Biggleswade. The team play weekly and there 
is a lot of organisation for the game to go ahead smoothly 
– booking of courts & umpires, ensuring the team has clean 
kit and most importantly enough players for the game. We 
are currently looking for any sponsorship to help with court 
fees and the purchase of kit & equipment. 

GREAT BARFORD NETBALL TEAM

If you could contribute to our 
wonderful team please get in contact 
via email clairedaluk@btinternet.com

GREAT BARFORD WEST

Following adoption of the Great Barford 
Neighbourhood Plan earlier this year, the Great 
Barford West team is starting the technical work 
required to bring forward a considered expansion 
of Great Barford, that is forward-thinking, 
community orientated and rooted in the unique 
nature of the local area.

What’s been happening?
We are currently preparing a Development 
Brief for the Great Barford West site, aided by 
ongoing discussions with the Great Barford 
Neighbourhood Plan Group. The Development 
Brief is a requirement of the Neighbourhood Plan 
and will set out a framework to shape the future 
development proposals. 

As a first step in the process, we are in discussions 
with Bedford Borough Council Planning Officers to 
agree an appropriate outline for this Development 
Brief. These discussions are ongoing, but we expect 
to make significant progress on the Development 
Brief over the next few months, after which we 
will undertake a full consultation with the local 
community. 

The Great Barford West team is also in the process 
of appointing a variety of technical consultants 

to assess the opportunities and constraints of the 
site, and inform the master planning work to create 
an initial vision for Great Barford West that we can 
share and discuss with the local community.

Archaeological report
A series of archaeological surveys were undertaken 
at the end of last year and, following this, a report 
was submitted to Bedford Borough Council 
summarising the results. 

We have recently received confirmation from 
Bedford Borough Council’s Archaeological Officer 
that there are no significant archaeological 
constraints on the site and so the team can start to 
look in more detail at the development options for 
Great Barford West.  

Further information
As mentioned above, we will be carrying out a 
formal consultation with the local community 
on the proposals in the coming months. In the 
meantime, however, if you have any questions, 
please do feel free to get in touch with the 
development team using the contact details below 

0800 080 3164
great-barford-west@devcomms.co.uk
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If you could contribute to our 
wonderful team please get in contact 
via email clairedaluk@btinternet.com



28  thebarfordbugle                                                                                                                    Summer 2022  

K.E. JONES
PLUMBING & HEATING
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J B Plastering 
 Your Local Reliable Plasterer  
With Over 10 Years Experience 

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small 

Contact Me For A Free Quote 
Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com 

Tel - 07713724610 
Facebook @boltplastering 
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Contact Me For A Free Quote 
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Facebook @boltplastering 

All aspects of Plastering, 
No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - jbolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel -  07713724610

Facebook @boltplastering

Your Local Reliable Plasterer 
with Over 10 Years Experience

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
are currently seeking 

SELF EMPLOYED 
HANDY PERSONS 

for any upcoming work during the 
summer period in 2020.

If you have public liability insurance 
and would like to be considered for 

any handy person jobs please contact 
Great Barford Parish Council on 

T. 01234 870245
E. clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

All aspects of Plastering, 
No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - jbolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel -  07713724610

Facebook @boltplastering

Your Local Reliable Plasterer 
with Over 10 Years Experience

J  B  P l a s t e r i n g

Fortnightly every Monday

For mobile times check 
with Library

MOBILE 
LIBRARY

Jordans Close Scout Activity Centre
Assistant Warden

Bedford and Ouse Valley Scout District are looking for volunteers to support 
with the running of Jordans Close Activity Centre in 

New Road, Great Barford.

Since the lifting of COVID restrictions the site has become busy again and alongside the 
Warden and the maintenance team who meet on Wednesday afternoons, the site needs 

additional support to help with the management of the site. 

If you are interested in taking on the role of Assistant Warden or would like to join the 
maintenance team then please contact Stuart Andrews for more details.

Stuart Andrews
07872 557593     districtchair@bedfordousevalleyscouts.org.uk
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Have you delayed putting Lasting Powers of 
Attorney in place as you don’t feel the time is right? 
Do not see the point in having a funeral plan? Whilst 
these feelings are understandable, there are big 
advantages to putting these documents in place, as 
soon as possible. 

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document which allows a person (or persons) of 
your choice to manage your financial affairs and/or 
personal welfare when you need a little support, or 
lose mental capacity.  

If you do not have an LPA in place when you lose 
mental capacity, your loved one will need to make 
a Deputyship Application to take control of your 
finances. Not only is the application more costly, 
the process can take up to 9 months, causing 
additional stress for your loved ones. Furthermore, 
this can sometimes result in someone you don’t 
want managing your financial affairs. We have a 
professional Attorney who can act, if you do not 
wish to burden your loved ones. 

We work closely with one of the largest funeral plan 
providers across the UK in order to get the best 
plans for our clients.  Our plans not only allow you 
to include specific wishes, they allow you to pay 
today’s costs, rather than the increased cost at the 
time of your passing.  

I live locally (in Great Barford) and have done so for 
the majority of my life. As I only live around the 
corner, we can easily arrange a home visit, virtual 
meeting or, you can pop into our offices in Bedford. 
Contact me today on 01234 – 800 046 or email me 
at sapphire.hudson@premiersolicitors.co.uk to 
save your loved ones stress tomorrow, by planning 
today.  

‘Sapphire impressed us with her knowledge and 
professionalism. She was always cheerful and 
helpfully guided us through the process. Sapphire 
kept us informed and met all her deadlines. She 
provided excellent value for money’ 

Did you know that the Great Barford Slimming World group
is OPEN, yes OPEN, with our ‘AT HOME’ service.

We may not be able to meet in the Village Hall right now
but we are HERE FOR YOU - NO MATTER WHAT

You can get ‘THAT FRESH START FEELING’

Call me to find out more

CONSULTANT - JEN - 07770938583 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits you

Hi, I’m Jen, and I’m the consultant for the Great Barford Slimming
World group at your fantastic Village Hall. After a lifetime of being
overweight I found the solution and lost 3 ½ stone, and it has lasted.
Slimming World has transformed my life. I would love to help you as

Slimming World has helped me.

We are back in venue at the Village Hall and can’t wait to see you!  New group time 
is now at 6pm for existing, returning and new members so why not come along and 
find out what it’s all about.

Slimming World is 
OPEN for business! 

Contact me to find out more

PENNY - 07737 809516/WhatsApp

Hi, I am Penny and I am the consultant currently looking 
after Great Barford Slimming World Group in the lovely 
Village Hall.  Our amazing and award winning Food 
Optimising plan has helped me get to and now stay at 
target for 3 years and I would love to help you achieve 
your dreams too to reach your dream target weight”

Did you know that the Great Barford Slimming World group 
is OPEN, yes OPEN, with our ‘AT HOME’ service.

We may not be able to meet in the Village Hall right now 
but we are HERE FOR YOU - NO MATTER WHAT

You can get ‘THAT FRESH START FEELING’

Call me to find out more

CONSULTANT - JEN - 07770938583 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits you  

Hi, I’m Jen, and I’m the consultant for the Great Barford Slimming 
World group at your fantastic Village Hall. After a lifetime of being 
overweight I found the solution and lost 3 ½ stone, and it has lasted. 
Slimming World has transformed my life. I would love to help you as 

Slimming World has helped me. 

THE PARISH COUNCIL 
WOULD POLITELY ADVISE 
USERS OF THE PLAYING 
FIELD THAT GOLF IS NOT 
PERMITTED ON THE 
PLAYING FIELDS 
AT ANY TIME
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

A Made Plan
Since our Great Barford Neighbourhood 
Plan (GBNP) was agreed to be “Made” at the 
Bedford Borough Council Executive meeting 
on 19 January 2022, and confirmed in the Final 
Decision Statement issued on 02 February 2022, 
our GBNP has legal weight when considering 
any planning application or development in 
the Parish.

Ever since we submitted the Draft 
Neighbourhood Plan, we have been referring to 
it when commenting on planning applications 
in the parish. From Plan submission, the GBNP 
has been gaining influence, but was unable to 
provide a definitive stance until it had passed 
Referendum and subsequently Made.

We have been referring to both GBNP policies 
as well as BBLP2030 policies when commenting 
on recent planning applications. We have also 
seen our GBNP being referenced in planning 
applications by both the applicant/agent 
and BBC Officers. This means the GBNP is 
being considered when determining planning 
applications in the parish. Our voice is being 
heard and helping control development.

NP Committee
Now that the GBNP has been adopted, the 
GBNP Team will restructure to reflect its 
evolving role. The membership mix will still be 
represented by both Residents and Councillors, 
but with a reduced membership count. Current 
members have been asked to acknowledge 
if they wish to continue. We have received 
commitment from the regular core members, 
and will now operate with 4 Residents and 4 
Councillors.

Engagement
As our Neighbourhood Plan moves into the 
implementation phase, we are now engaging 
with the GB West (GBW) Team, representing 
the Allocation Land Promoters/Developers. 
This means some regular monthly meetings, 
where we are informed on what GBW are 
doing, BBC expectations, and also discuss 
the requirements laid out in the GBNP and 
BBLP2030 Policies.

Archaeology
We are informed that the Archaeology Survey 
conducted by Albion Archaeology in autumn 
2021 has been recorded in a Draft Report, which 
has been sent to BBC for review before it can 
be released. BBC Officers seem satisfied there 
is no significant archaeology on site, so GBW 
can now start to investigate development 
options.

Development Brief
Beside the Archaeology, the GBW Team have 
made initial contact with BBC regarding the 
content of a Development Brief for the site. 
The GBNP Policy H1 stipulates a Development 
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Brief is produced to provide a detailed 
statement of planning policies for the site, and 
aspirations in terms of uses, layout and design 
principles.

Both the GBW and GBNP teams are in general 
agreement on what a Development Brief 
should cover. We have convergence on the 
principles as outlined in the Development Brief 
guidance from Central Beds Council. This is a 
publication, produced by a neighbouring local 
authority, and which is familiar to GBW. We 
mutually agree the guide as a way forward. BBC 
Planning Officers are now in discussion with 
GBW to agree the scope of a Development 
Brief. Progress is expected over the summer 
months.

Interestingly, the new draft for the revamped 
Bedford Borough Local Plan 2040 has policies 
for many developments that include a 
requirement for “a masterplan and design 
code” – this is effectively what our GBNP refers 
to as a “development brief”. It would seem we 
are all converging on a high level statement to 
define what a development will comprise of.

Public Participation
The Development Brief process will involve 

some public participation to consult on some 
basic aspirations and principles that will help 
inform the Brief. The format of these public 
interactions has not yet been set, but is likely to 
involve some sort of Drop-In event which can 
generate feedback for GBW to consider.

Communication
GBW will provide public communication 
channels to relay the current project status 
and activity. This will potentially utilise various 
media, such as a dedicated GBW website, and 
regular articles in the Barford Bugle.

Time-Line
At the moment it is difficult to predict an accurate 
Time-Line for progressing GBW development. 
Details of Key Milestones and activity have a 
dependency on the outcome of preliminary 
discussions between GBW and BBC. However, 
Public Consultation with the local community 
on a Draft Development Brief is anticipated can 
take place after the summer.

Once BBC Officers agree a way forward, GBW 
expect to be able to progress through these 
preliminary stages. 
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Willington has been a place for growing and nurturing 
beautiful plants since the 1890s, when the original nursery 

was founded by Isaac Godber, grandfather of one of the 
present partners. Few of today’s Garden Centres can claim 

over 100 years of continuous family involvement. 
 

Frosts at Willington combines the traditional values of high quality, 
value for money and unrivalled service with a commitment to 

excellence in horticulture.

Frosts Garden Centre, Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford, 
MK44 3QP,  Tel: 01234 838777  frostsgardencentres.co.uk

AT WILLINGTON

David Austin Rose Roald Dahl
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PHLEMBOTOMY SERVICE
We have reinstated our Phlebotomy Services at 
our GP Surgery. 

Appointments can be booked via Reception on 
tel: 01234 870325.

PATIENT PARTICIPATION GROUP
If anyone is interested in joining our Patient 
Participation Group please contact our Care 
Co-Ordinator/ Practice Manager for more 
information.

MISSED APPOINTMENTS MARCH – APRIL
The Surgery kindly request that if you are unable 
to attend your appointment with our GP’s / 
Nurses that you contact the Surgery to cancel 
your appointment. The Surgery reported 117 
missed appointments for March – April. 

GREAT BARFORD SURGERY NEWS

P ROV I D I N G  N H S  S E RV I C E S

The Dispensary Team reported that 
in March alone approximately £2000 
of wasted NHS funds for the non-
collection of prescribed medication. 

COLLECTION 

OF  PRESCRIPTIONS

Please can we ask that regular repeat medication is only requested when it is needed and that all 
requested medication is collected.
 
Please can we also ask that you allow us 4 working days (excludes Weekends and Bank Holidays) to 
complete your prescription requests.
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BOROUGH REPORT

BLACK CAT/A 428 IMPROVEMENTS
As residents will remember, the last time 
there were major alterations to the Black Cat 
junction all parts of the village were afflicted 
at all hours, and for months, with traffic that 
was either clogging the roads or, at night, 
noisily speeding as it made up for being 
diverted. The works that will start in earnest, 
at the latest by early next year, will be more 
extensive and longer lasting. I am working with 
neighbouring councillors to get the Borough 
and the Highways agency to mitigate the 
inevitable effects but it would help to hear 
suggestions from residents about particular 
problems to avoid whether applying to their 
road or problems with travelling within or 
beyond the village.

WARD FUND
Just a reminder that the Ward Fund is again 
available for community organisations, 
charities and facilities to benefit from. Within 
the ward we have seven villages who are likely 
to be putting in bids so the earlier the better. 
In recent years we have been able to help the 
Church, the Chapel, the School and the PC as 
well as other groups and almost any scheme 
or proposal that has a community benefit is 
likely to qualify.

Stephen Moon
01234 870061
stephen.moon@bedford.gov.uk

EAST WEST RAIL
There is still no fixed date for the announcement 
of the preferred route but it seems 
increasingly likely that it will not be before 
the end of the summer. A number of issues 
are being followed up by campaigners and by 
Richard Fuller MP with a particular emphasis 
on the lack of a business case, particularly one 
which responds to the post-covid changes in 
business travel patterns, and on the lack of an 
environmental impact assessment. As is clear, 
both options will greatly harm the appearance 
of the countryside around Great Barford and 
nearby villages with highly visible viaducts and 
cuttings blighting the landscape.

SOLAR TOGETHER BEDFORDSHIRE
The Borough has joined a scheme which 
has been operating successfully for several 
years in other parts of the country. The 
scheme, designed to help reduce energy 
bills and reduce emissions, is a group-buying 
scheme, which brings together residents and 
businesses so as to get reductions in price 
and ensure proper installation by approved 
contractors. It is free to register and there is 
no obligation to go ahead with any resulting 
quote. The Borough is in partnership with 
Central Bedfordshire and Luton Councils. 

If interested, please visit either the
 Solar Together website or to register: 

bedford.gov.uk/solar
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Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter 

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5. 

C o n ta c t  N i cc i  :  0 7 9 7 0 1 1 4 0 3 0 

TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL

GREAT BARFORD NURSERY 
Places Available now 

A centre of excellence for teaching and learning 

Please contact the school office for more information 

Come and see our nursery and join in some 
activities with our early years staff 

Great Barford Primary Academy 
 Silver Street 
Great Barford MK44 3JU 
Tel: 01234 870342          E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk 
W: www.gbpa.org.uk 

Autumn  2020             thebarfordbugle 13

Due to Covid19 we are not open but plan to reopen as soon as possible

Contact Sid - totsteenies2021@gmail.com
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New defibrillators are 
due to be installed at the 
village hall and village green.

The Parish Council will be 
organising a face to face defibrillator 
and basic first aid training course.

If any residents or local organisations 
would like to join the training 

please contact the Clerk directly 
for more information.

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
(01234) 870 245

 DEFIBRILLATOR 
AND BASIC FIRST 

AID TRAINING 
COURSE 

 Thank you

The Parish Council would like to say a big thank you 
to the Tots & Teenies Toddler Group 

for their generous donation
which helped to purchase the new defibrillator 

and Nick Crusco who kindly installed this 
at the Village hall.



38  thebarfordbugle                                                                                                                   Summer  2022  

If you served in the Armed Forces would you like to meet 
other ex-service persons at social events?

There are a number of Regimental Associations in this area who regularly meet up.

The Veterans Community network meet as a breakfast club on the 
first Saturday of each month at 10 am.

They also meet on the third Tuesday of each month 
at 2pm for a social afternoon. 

Both of these events at held at the Bedford North End Club.

The RASC/RCT Association meet in the Horse and Groom Clapham on the
fourth Friday of each month at 2.30pm. 

RLC comrades are most welcome to join them.

The commitment of a stalwart few through and 
after the pandemic has helped maintain a non-
conformist presence in the village. However, for 
personal and health reasons, we have lost several 
friends over the 3 years since we last reported to 
this meeting. Attendance at congregations and 
at our weekday church activities has therefore 
decreased considerably causing others to feel 
the increase in the work load in and pressure of 
continuing the cause.

The UK Methodist Conference last year deemed 
that societies with less than 12 members should 
consider their continued existence.

It is with regret therefore that this condition was 
recently put before the Gt Barford Methodist 
Church Council after its 119 years existence. The 
Council voted that the process of ceasing to meet 

GREAT BARFORD METHODIST CHURCH

as a society should be put into action. We shall 
continue with fortnightly Sunday services, and 
monthly weekday activities of Coffee Mornings, 
and “Pleasant Thursday Afternoons” for the time 
being whilst the decision is passed upwards to 
other formal meetings. There is therefore no 
precise date of closure at the moment..... 

 .....That is unless we have a surge of support from 
within the village of those who are willing to 
commit themselves to worshipping God with us. 
We would urge them to let themselves be known 
to us, and further help in this matter.

With thanks to all those who have been part of our 
life within the village over the many years.

Adrian Besant, 
Church Steward

For details of the Royal Signals Association 
call Trevor on Bedford 349330

For information about the Royal Engineers Association 
call Terry on Bedford 356047.

If you are interested in these meetings or in any 
other ex-service

associations please call me on 01234 352762 for further information.
Ro Haggerwood MBE



Summer 2022                                                                                                    thebarfordbugle 39

YARN FAIRIES

In a  #Random Acts of Crochet 
Kindness we have been 
visited by The Great Barford 
Yarn Fairy.

You may have seen the Pillar 
Box Decoration that appeared 
around St George’s Day. 

A lovely Ukraine coloured 
crocheted bonnet on top 
of the Pillar Box outside the 
Post Office, with a white dove 
sitting on top, and the words 
LOVE, HOPE and PEACE.

Something beautiful to 
brighten your day. 

Where might the Fairy 
wave her wand next?
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1. Foot Bridge, Old Mill
2. Tree Seat, Village Green
3. Wöllstein Badge, Cross Road

Where am I?
1. Jane Seymour
2. West Side Story 
3. The Dam Busters 
4. Sin
5. Bishop
6. Somerset
7. Jaws

8. Ginger, Baby, Sporty,
Scary & Posh
9. Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania
10. The Falklands War
11. Koala bear
12. Libra

ANSWERS

2.

3.

1.

bugle
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Great  Barford  Village  Hall

For Bookings and to check availability:
www.greatbarfordvh.org

Alternatively please call:
Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with ample free 
parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and is the ideal venue 
for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service and 
competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villagers and their guests to sample 
our hospitality.

If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular group we 
would love to hear from you using either of the two contact opportunities above and we can 
always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

Follow us on Facebook, for up to date inform

Great  Barford  Village  HallGreat  Barford  Village  Hall

Great Barford Village

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA. 
A Registered Charity Number 300035

For Bookings and to check availability:

Website: www.greatbarfordvh.org

Alternatively please call:

Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with 
ample free parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and 
is the ideal venue for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service 
and competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villages and their 
guests to sample our hospitality.

If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular 
group we would love to hear from you using either of the two contact opportunities 
above and we can always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

  Follow us on Facebook, for up to date information

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA.
A Registered Charity Number 300035

Gt Barford Bugle - Autumn 19 THIS ONE.indd   28 30/08/2019   14:01

The Great Barford Village Hall is managed by a voluntary Committee, and we would 
like new members.  Are you able to give some time to helping run this community 
facility? If so, please contact James Hetherington, Chairman, at r67jlh@outlook.com. 

We have regular week day classes, as follows:

Mondays: Boot Camp with Conor Inskip  7.00pm to 8pm
  
Tuesdays: Tots & Teenies with Sid Smith  9.45am to 11.15am
  Kids Taekwondo with Paul O’Brien  4.30pm to 6.30pm
  Parish Council Meetings (1st and 3rd)  From 7.30pm

Wednesdays: Personal Trainer Sam Moss   5.30pm to 6.30pm
  Guides with Liz Spurling/Jo Nicholls  7.00pm to 8.30pm

Thursdays: Over 60’s Keep Fit with Conor Inskip  10.00am to 11.00am
  Slimming World    5.00pm to 7.30pm

Fridays:  Boot Camp with Conor Inskip  8.30am to 9.30am
  Dance Fitness with Jennie Taylor  10.00am to 11.00am

The Bar is open to the community on most Friday evenings from 7.30-11.30pm
We have a wide range of drinks competitively priced.

In the main hall  Family Friday (1st)     from 6.00pm to 9.00pm
  Swingsters Freestyle Dance (2nd)   from 8.00pm to 11.00pm 

BOOKINGS 
Check our website greatbarfordvh.org and use the form to make an enquiry.
We have weekday availability for new classes and activities. For parties and events, hire 
charges are generally £18/hr and £25/hr with the bar.
Check the Diary on the website for confirmed bookings.  Get in touch to arrange a viewing 
and discussion of your event with our Bookings Secretary, Louise Geary on 01234 870443 
or 07974 816880.

THE BAR 
Is managed by Darren and Lisa Dynes.  We need more serving staff for the parties and 
events that are booked throughout the year, as well as for the community open Fridays.   
Can you help?  Call Darren (07773 870780) or Lisa (07791 705358) for further details.
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LOCAL GP'S SURGERY & WALK-IN CENTRES

Non Registered Patients 
Opening Hours
(outside these hours, patients are advised to 
contact their own registered GP) 
Monday to Friday 
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00
Saturday & Sunday 
09:00 - 16:00

            St Neots 
       Health Centre
       24 Moores Walk
       St Neots
       PE19 1AG

       01480 219 317   
     

        Putnoe 
       Medical Centre
       93 Queens Drive
       Putnoe
       Bedford
       MK41 9LE

       01234 319992

Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 8:00am – 2:00pm
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays: 
8:00 – 5:00pm

7 days a week 
365 days a year

To advertise in the Barford Bugle 
please contact the Parish Clerk at 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Prices for advertising in the Barford Bugle for four consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

T H E  B U G L E  I S  P R I N T E D  B Y www.bespokemedia.org         
t. 01234 720105           

m. 07879 403538

      THE SURGERY
        16 Silver Street
        Great Barford
        MK44 3HX

       01234 870 325 

       0845 8500734 Out of Hours

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday   
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

Telephone Monday to Friday  
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30

bespokemedia
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REPORTING FAULTS

If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of Bedford 
Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:

Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including signage, 
report to the Highways Helpdesk:

01234  718003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk

Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning, flytipping, 
waste collection and graffiti contact:

01234 718060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk

Dog Warden contact:

01234 718009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please contact the 
Borough Council and they will advise 
you as to which department can help.
01234  267 422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the specific 
services of the Borough Council and contact details:

www.bedford.gov.uk

If you see a faulty streetlight with a PC 
number please report it to the 

Parish Clerk. 

For any faults or issues with the 
graveyard, village green, playing field, 

jubilee play area, allotments or areas of 
open space please contact the 

Parish Clerk.

If you are not sure who is responsible or 
if you need help or advice with reporting 
items please contact the Parish Clerk on: 

01234 870245 or 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk



Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk   
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call  us now  for a free,  no obligation quotation!

 The Bobby Scheme
Can the Bobby Scheme help you? 

The Bobby Scheme is a local charity that provides a free service to over 65s 
and the vulnerable by improving their home security to reduce crime and the 
fear of crime. 

The Bobby men are trained lock fi tters and crime prevention advisers who off er 
advice, reassurance and fi t a range of security devices to make people feel 
safer in their own home.

The Bobby Scheme has been running since 1997 and has improved or enhanced 
the security of over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire. 

If you would like a visit from the Bobby Scheme 
or know someone who would benefi t 

please call 01234-842619

or visit our website at
www.bedspolicepartnership.org
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THE BOBBY SCHEME 
Can the Bobby Scheme help you? 

The Bobby Scheme is a local charity 
that provides a free service to over 
65s and the vulnerable by improving 
their home security to reduce crime 
and the fear of crime. The Bobby 
men are trained lock fitters and crime 
prevention advisers who offer advice, 
reassurance and fit a range of security 
devices to make people feel safer in 
their own home. The Bobby Scheme 
has been running since 1997 and has 
improved or enhanced the security of 
over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire.

If you would like a visit from the Bobby 
Scheme or know someone who would 
benefit please call.

01234-842619 
or visit our website at 

www.bedspolicepartnership.org
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PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
 

Do you care about your village and 
want to help make a difference?

 
Why not become a 
Parish Councillor?

 
If you are interested please 

contact the Clerk at 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 

for more information

GREAT BARFORD 

PARISH COUNCIL


