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REPORT of the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – 19th APRIL 2022 
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Councillor 
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In Attendance 

 

 

Stephen Moon 

John Vincent 

 

PCSO Stephen Tarabella 

PC Vito Napoli 

Louise Geary 

 

 3 x residents 

 

SM 

JV 

 

ST 

VN 

LG 

 

Borough Councillor 

Wollstein Twinning 
Partnership 

Rural Policing Team 

Rural Policing Team 

Community Events 
Committee 

 

Clerk 

 

Joanne Lee 

Anne Papé 

 

JL 

AP 

 

Clerk 

Deputy Clerk/ 
Responsible Finance 
Officer 

 
 
 

MINUTES 
 
In the Chair – Mr Graham Pendrey, Chairman of the Parish Council 

 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
1.1 No Apologies were received.  

 
2. To receive and approve the minutes of the previous meeting: 

Annual Parish Meeting – 04th May 2021 
 

2.1 The minutes were accepted as a true record. 
 
 Proposed – Councillor Lovesey, Seconded – Councillor Ames. Agreed by all. 
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3. To receive the following reports from Great Barford Parish Council 
 
3.1       Chairman’s report 

Chairman read his report (Appendix 1) 
 

3.2       Financial report 

      Responsible Finance Officer read the Finance Report. (Appendix 2) 
 

4. To receive a report from Bedford Borough Council Ward Councillors  
 
4.1 Councillor Moon read his Borough report (Appendix 3) 
 
5. To receive reports from charities, the school and organisations in the village. 
 
5.1 Playing Field Association given by Councillor Southall (Appendix 4) 
 
5.2 Community Events Committee given by Louise Geary (Appendix 5)  
 
The Events Committee made a request for further funding for future events. 
 
5.3 Police Report given by PC Napoli  
 
A verbal police report was given by PC Napoli. He urged residents and councillors to Have 
their say and to complete the police survey: 
 
 https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/bedspolicehaveyoursay  
 
PC Napoli and PCSO Tarabella left the meeting at 19:40 
 
5.4 Wöllstein Twinning Partnership given by John Vincent (Appendix 6)  
 
John Vincent left the meeting at 19:45 
 
5.5 East West Rail report given by Councillor Wood (Appendix 7) 
 
5.6 Neighbourhood Plan given by Councillor Pendrey (Appendix 8) 
 
5.7 Village Hall Association read by Anne Papé (Appendix 9) 
 
5.8 Church report read by Clerk (Appendix 10) 
 
5.9 Bowls Club report read out by Clerk (Appendix 11) 
 
 
6. To receive questions from members of the public 
 
No questions were received by the general public. 
 
Meeting finished at 19.52 
 
 
Signed: ______________________________________________   Date: _____________________  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/bedspolicehaveyoursay
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Appendix 1 
 

Chairmans Parish Council Report 
 
In the past year we have seen the further relaxing and removal of Covid restriction, and local 
daily life returning to some sort of normality. So what has been happening in our parish? 
 
East-West Rail still poses a very real threat to our parish. There has been little progress in 
the last 12 months, with no news of any re-consultation, announcement of final route 
alignment, or full disclosure of costings. We must wait to hear of what happens next. 
 
The Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet A428 improvements have been going through examination 
by the Planning Inspectorate and a Judicial Review before final approval – it is expected that 
work will actually start this autumn. 
 
The Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan has proceeded through its final stages, culminating 
in a successful referendum and adoption. This provides us with customised local planning 
policy that will help regulate future planning applications in the parish. We are now engaging 
with the developers for the allocated land at Great Barford West. There will be opportunities 
for public participation to help steer a Development Brief that will inform a Masterplan prior to 
any Planning Application. 
 
The Village Green has been busy again, but not as bad as the visitor numbers in 2020, when 
seemingly everyone in the east of England had discovered us. To try to address the litter 
problems, we installed two new wheelie bin enclosures to increase waste capacity. The 
Borough also installed extra safety railings on the riverside footpath towards the weir. Yellow 
lines were put around the entrance to Woodpecker Close, to protect the junction from 
visitors’ parked cars blocking the view of motorists negotiating the junction. These actions 
have helped, but now we have been discovered, you can’t put the genie back in the bottle, 
so we continue to monitor the situation. 
 
We have seen some changes in membership of the Parish Council. Unfortunately two 
Councillors had resigned to follow other pursuits. With no electorate request to fill the Casual 
Vacancies through election, so far one vacancy has been filled by Kate Smith through the 
process of co-option, and we are still seeking to fill the remaining position. 
 
The Village Annual Fun Day was delayed by Covid restrictions on gatherings, but it was 
back at the beginning of September, bigger and better than ever, thanks to the Village 
Events Committee’s dedication and organisation. With a good crowd in attendance, we 
made use of the opportunity to present prizes for the Front Garden Competition, another 
year that was a close run thing between the eventual winners. 
 
Our Speed Indicator Device SID, has been doing the rounds. Since we have started using 
SID, there does seem to be a notable reduction in recorded speeds, especially along New 
Road, where we believe the permanent speed signs have had a good influence on speed 
awareness in that area. Generally our percentage of speeders is much lower than the 
national average, but any speeding is still unwelcome. 
 
Road safety is a prime consideration, with some critical areas around the village. So to help 
identify potential solutions, we have made use of an independent specialist to provide a 
customised Highway Safety Survey. It is hoped this will recommend some actions that can 
be implemented, particularly to reduce speeds on New Road and Green End Road, two 
main areas of concern, and to create safe pedestrian crossing points around the village. 
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September 2021 witnessed a mini whirlwind pass through Green End, bringing down 
telephone lines, and causing major damage to the oak tree at the corner of Fishers Close. 
The tree had to be severely cut back to make it safe, and now looks a little sorry for itself. 
However, with the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee this year, and tree planting being promoted 
across England, we have taken the opportunity to do some Hedge planting in the Jubilee 
Play Area, and also put four young Oak Trees on the Playing Field along the Birchfield Road 
boundary – let’s hope they take and provide a lasting memory for future generations. 
 
Tree and hedge maintenance is a major annual cost, but is critical for safety, and has a big 
visual impact on tidiness around the village. Our tri-annual independent Tree Survey and 
Risk Assessment is used to inform a rolling works programme to keep everything in order. 
Any recommended action is prioritised to ensure health and safety of tree, property and 
public. 
 
Christmas is always a good time to put up some decorations, so we have invested in new 
lights to dress the Christmas Tree, and also converted several Lamp Posts to enable them to 
have illuminations added over the Christmas period. We intend to expand the coverage over 
future years. 
 
We now have a new Grass Cutting Contractor, who started in March 2022. The contractor 
comes well recommended, and seems to be finding his way around the village, using the 
many grass location maps we have produced. If any parts have been missed, then please let 
us know. 
 
We have also employed a new Handyman to do odd jobs around the village. You will already 
have seen a Fix, Paint and Tidy purge going on, with several pieces of Street Furniture 
getting a long overdue refurbishment. With periodic maintenance, it all helps to lift the 
appearance of the village. At the same time, we have replaced the rotted wooden Notice-
Board on the Village Green with a nice new metal one to match the style of others we 
already have. 
 
The local Inland Drainage Board group has been clearing some ditches and open drains to 
improve water flows. This will be appreciated by many, especially around Green End. 
 
And lastly, something that’s been talked about for a while, is the provision of additional 
Defibrillators to complement the current one at the Post Office. We are in the process of 
obtaining two more, one for the Village Hall, and one for the other end of the village, at the 
Village Green by the river. We hope they are never needed, but if you need to use one, you 
want it quickly, so it makes sense to spread them across the village, in locations where they 
may be required. 
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Appendix 2 

  

Finance report 

 

Income  

The main income for the Parish Council is the precept. This is paid to the Parish Council by Bedford 

Borough Council and is funded by the council tax collected from each household in Great Barford. 

The precept for 2022/2023 will be £86,346, this is equivalent to a cost of £95.67 for a band D 

property, an increase of £13.45 or 16.4% using the proposed tax base.  The Councillors discussed at 

length the need to increase the precept.  Consideration was given to allocating a portion of the 

general reserve to reduce the precept requirement.  The general reserve had been drawn from in 

2020/2021 and 2021/2022 and Councillors felt that it would not be advisable to keep using the 

general reserve; it should be retained for emergency or unexpected costs.  The increase in the 

precept was needed due to increases in costs such as electricity for the street lighting and staff costs 

and to undertake the general tree maintenance and general village maintenance which is required.  

 

The Parish Council also gains an income from the allotments, newsletter advertising, the slipway and 

the graveyard. Bedford Borough Council makes a contribution to the Parish Council for cutting the 

grass verges (within the 30mph speed limit areas) throughout the year.  

 

The Parish Council did not receive any Community Infrastructure Levy payments in 2021/2022. 

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a levy that local authorities can charge on most new built 

development in their area in order to raise funding to carry out infrastructure projects. The Parish 

Council receives 15% of the CIL paid from liable projects in Great Barford; this will increase to 25% 

from 02 February 2022 as the Neighbourhood Plan has been made. The Parish Council still awaits its 

portion of the CIL funds, from the Borough Council, for the Nightingale Road development; it is 

hoped that this will be received in April 2022. 

 

Expenditure  

The Parish Council employs 2 part time members of staff. Tasks such as village maintenance, grass 

cutting and tree maintenance are undertaken by contractors.   

 

The Parish Council is responsible for the village green, The Pound, the Jubilee Play Area, the Green 

End Road playing field, the village hall and Woodpecker Close car parks, open spaces in Chapel Field, 

Pyms Close, Willoughby Close and Woodpecker Close, street lighting in various areas of the village, 

the allotments, the closed graveyard and is also the burial authority for the graveyard. 

 

The Parish Council holds ringfenced funds as below:  

Average speed cameras donation  £3000  

Village Hall car park maintenance fund  £10,000  

6 months running costs  £43,173  

 

The Parish Council has spent £8001.66 of CIL funds in 2021/2022. The funds were used to purchase 

Christmas lighting, bins on the playing field, noticeboard on the village green, contribution towards a 

defibrillator at the village hall, donation for maintenance of the church clock and 4 oak trees to mark 

the Queen’s Jubilee.  

 

The Parish Council continues to hold a general reserve. The Parish Council remains in good financial 

order with the ability to fund unexpected repairs. 
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Appendix 3 
 

Borough Report 

 

LOCAL PLAN 2040 
The draft of the Local Plan 2040 has now been published. In general, it accords with the 
option preferred by the Parish Council as it spreads growth along the A421 corridor to the 
South of Bedford with a new settlement of 3800 houses at Little Barford. There is no further 
significant development proposed within Great Barford parish beyond what is included in the 
2030 plan and clarified by the Neighbourhood Development. However, there is proposed to 
be a substantial “Business Park” either side of the A421 at Water End which will extend 
along the eastern side of the road from the roundabout down to Cuckoo Brook. 
Setting aside the visual implications of this extension of the urban area the traffic impact is 
likely to be significant even though the sites are intended to be served primarily by the A421.    
 
AVERAGE SPEED CAMERAS 
The report for March suggests that they are succeeding in limiting excessive speeding.  19 
tickets were issued and the highest recorded speed was 39mph. The potential benefits for 
Green End Road and New Road are clear. 
 
COUNCIL FORM FILLING 
Last week we were told of the extreme difficulty facing a resident who was unable to deal 
online with the requirement to complete certain forms necessary to enable her to sort out her 
entitlement to Housing Benefit. Despite assistance being given the process proved to be too 
difficult to be completed before the process was cut off. When a telephone call was made to 
the Borough help-line she was told they couldn’t help despite a deadline was approaching.  
We have raised the issue with the Borough and have been assured that an error was made 
and the call to the help-line should have led to somebody assisting. Because the Borough 
need to make savings there will be an increasing emphasis on online form filling. Because 
many residents will, for a variety of reasons, find this difficult we would ask to be informed as 
soon as possible as soon as a resident is aware of a lack of support, either for themselves or 
a neighbour, when facing difficulty. We will normally be able to arrange for support the same 
day or within 24 hours as in the above case. 
 
WARD FUND 
Just a reminder that the Ward Fund is again available for community organisations, charities 
and facilities to benefit from. Within the ward we have seven villages who are likely to be 
putting in bids so the earlier the better. In recent years we have been able to help the 
Church, the Chapel, the School and the PC as well as other groups and almost any scheme 
or proposal that has a community benefit is likely to qualify. 
Stephen Moon 
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Appendix 4 
 

Playing Field Association Report 
 
The playing field association have communicated with Bedford borough council who have 
offered us the opportunity to swap the land owned by the playing field association and the 
borough council This would give the playing field association the end next to Bedford road , 
which will give us the opportunity  open this end to villagers to use. 
Having the playing field at this end will make it possible for us to build the MUGA court on 
the Bedford side of the field  and will allow access from Bedford road probably on foot . 
The playing field will probably be used by the school for the games lessons which will 
probably continue. 
The committee is looking for new members to join to re-form the committee for the future. 
  



 

 Page 8 of 15 Rev Date: Jan 2020 
 

Appendix 5 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS COMMITTEE  
 
 
Our main community event is of course the annual Fun Day.   June 2021 and June 2022 
events were cancelled.  However, we felt confident enough to put on a smaller event in 
September 2022, and this proved to be an enormous success.   The good weather played a 
big part but obviously residents, thoroughly fed up with pandemic restrictions were excited to 
be out and we enjoyed a fabulous day. 
 
We raise funds to put on the Fun Day by holding 4 or 5 quiz nights during the year.  These are 
actually great community events and whilst there’s a core group of quizzers who attend, we’ve 
had several “new to the village” teams joining us recently.   Is there any chance of the Parish 
Council fielding a team? 
 
Although we retain a small fund to go towards the next fun day, we do pass on monies to a 
number of village organisations.  Recently, we have bought more kitchen equipment at the 
hall, and repaired and replaced children’s games and equipment used on the Family Friday 
sessions, and also given £325 to the Church roof repair fund. 
 
We are grateful for the Council’s support in covering the insurance costs of the fun day, but 
would like to ask if there might be any other funds available to us to bring leisure facilities and 
events to the community as it expands? 
 
This year’s fun day has been arranged for Saturday 3 September. 
 
 
Louise Geary 
Chairman 
Community Events 
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Appendix 6 
 

  Annual Wöllstein Twinning Partnership Report  
 
Dear all, I can report the Great Barford Wöllstein Twinning group have survived the 
enforced curtailment of our meetings and fund raising activities since the beginning of 
the pandemic, sadly we lost one of our longstanding and staunchest committee 
members in Feb last year. Valerie Taylor. 
Due to the nature of the Twining Partnership activities normal proceedings are only 
just resuming. We were similar to many organization’s  trying to foresee how the 
pandemic would pan out, if and when government restrictions and travel 
arrangements would allow participants  to travel, then most importantly if we here in 
Great Barford were prepared to host folks from another country and have they the 
confidence to plan and book travel to see us all again. These things take time to bring 
together even now crossing the channel by sea on the ferry has managed to throw 
yet another spanner in the works with the self- inflicted P&O ferry curtailment. 
 It gives us great pleasure to inform you all that 41 guests from Wöllstein will 
be arriving at approximately 21:30pm on the evening of Thursday the 2nd June at the 
Village Hall. The ages range from 80 to 10years old and include 10 students from the 
senior school with two accompanying teachers. The coach will be departing the 
village hall on Monday morning the 6th June. The 44th Twinning program for the 
weekend is unlike all preceding meetings between our two villages, firstly our guests 
expressly asked us to keep the event low key on this occasion, in other words not to 
try and book trips on coaches taking two or more hours of travel each way. They just 
want to spend time with friends and family again. Of course the Jubilee celebrations 
are going to offer some fun and games in respective streets and households on the 
Sunday. 
The program is as follows;  
Thursday 2nd June arrival in Great Barford 
Friday 3rd June is a free day when families can plan to entertain their guests with a 
private outing locally or to London for those who wish to visit our Capital city. 
Saturday 4th June at around 11am we have been invited to the Bowls club which 
includes a light lunch. Saturday evening at 6pm sharp we plan to begin the official 
evening with a buffet dinner followed by the welcome speeches. 
Sunday is another free day with guests and hosts enjoying each other`s company at 
local Jubilee celebrations. 
 On Saturday the 3oth April we will be holding another social evening at which we will 
be introducing the program to our current hosts, and inviting prospective hosts and 
anyone who has an interest in the Twinning Partnership to come along, it’s a good 
opportunity to meet folks and find out what we are all about. 
I would like on behalf of the Great Barford Wollstein Twinning Partnership to thank 
The Parish Council and their representatives who attend our meetings for their 
support and input. Unlike Wöllstein we are totally self-sufficient and receive no 
funding from local or Borough purses, I know that we will be severely tested in the 
future. I look forward to introducing new folk to our unique organization 
Thank you again 
 John Vincent, Chairman 
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Appendix 7 
 
EWR Report 

 

East West Rail Report 
Update on EWR Consultation 

 
East West Rail Company are building a railway linking Oxford to Cambridge. “The section 
between Bedford and Cambridge will follow a completely new route”. The line between 
Oxford and Bicester is already in use; Work on the section from Bicester to Bletchley is 
already underway and EWR are still planning to start on the Bedford to Cambridge section in 
2025 and open in 2030 although this may have to be delayed.  
 
East West Rail’s second non-statutory consultation on five Route Alignment Options ran 
from 31st March 2021 to 9th June 2021. Route 8 (Yellow) and 9 (Purple) directly effect Great 
Barford. The results of the consultation were due in January 2022 but are still awaited.  
 
On 21st March 2021, Great Barford Parish Council in association with a the other members 
of North Bedfordshire Parish Councils Against Route E (NBCARE) voted to form a Limited 
Liability Company, Bedfordshire For a Re-consultation on Route E (BFARe) to cam-paign for 
a review of the decision to select Route E. In the past year BFARe has held meet-ings with 
EWR, The Mayor of BBC, The MP for North Bedfordshire Richard Fuller, and the Secretary 
of State for Transport, Grant Shapps: They have formed links with other groups including the 
Campaign for the Protection of Rural England, Cambridge Ap-proaches, Protect Poets, Stop 
HS2 and Stop the Oxford to Cambridge Arc, to identify strategies and share information on 
campaigns: They have set up a website www.BFARe.org.uk , a Facebook group and fund 
raising page: They have held various protest events includ-ing the “Save our Green Fields” 
walk on Sunday 13 February 2022; BFARe’s petition man-aged to get EWR debated in the 
Houses of Parliament. 
 
On 29th July 2021 the MP for North Bedfordshire, Richard Fuller accompanied by Dr Cath 
Terry from the Department of Transport and Simon Blanchflower and Will Gallagher from 
EWR visited Great Barford as part of a “Walk the Routes” event. Cllr Tim Wood ex-plained 
the impact the choice of Route Alignments 8 or 9 of Route E would have on Great Barford: In 
particular, the raised design would significantly increase noise pollution in the vil-lage when 
compared to the A421 bypass cutting.  
 
EWR held a Zoom meeting with the Bedfordshire Local Representative Group on 02 March 
2022 and another is planned on 20th April 2022. Following vociferous representations by 
BFARe and the members present EWR reluctantly agreed to a public meeting: I would urge 
as many people as possible to attend the EWR Public Consultation Event at Wyboston 
Lakes Resort between 2pm and 7pm Wednesday 18th May 2022; the first public event held 
by EWR since the consultation event at Great Barford Village Hall in March 2020 which had 
to be cancelled because of Covid-19. 
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Appendix 8 
 

GB APM 2022 – Neighbourhood Plan Report 
 
The creation of a Neighbourhood Plan for Great Barford has been nearly seven years in the 
making. However, in the last 12 months it has seen significant progress, culminating in a 
successful referendum and adoption of the Plan. Here are some of the recent Milestones: 
 

• 17 March 2021 – The Draft Neighbourhood Plan was submitted to Bedford Borough 
Council.  
BBC take control of documents and the process. 

 

• 01 April to 16 May 2021 – BBC conducted the Pre-Examination Public Consultation. 
 

• 25 May to 24 September – External Examination by an independent examiner. 
 

• 24 September 2021 – Examiner’s Report Issued.  
BBC and GBPC accept examiner’s recommendations. 

 

• 18 October 2021 – BBC Executive decide to progress to Referendum. 
BBC modify the GB Neighbourhood Plan to incorporate the examiner’s 

recommendations. 

 

• 01 November 2021 – BBC issue Post-Examination Decision Statement to go to 
Referendum. 

 

• 11 November 2021 – BBC Notice of Referendum. 
 

• 08 December 2021 – BBC Information Statement for Referendum. 
 

• 16 December 2021 – BBC conducted the Referendum. 
Clear majority result. 80% of votes were in favour of accepting the Neighbourhood 
Plan. 

 

• 19 January 2022 – BBC Executive decision to ‘Make’ the Great Barford 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

• 02 February 2022 – BBC issue Final Decision Statement. 
 
The Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan is now part of the Bedford Borough Local Plan 2030, 
and is already being used to help decide planning applications in our parish.  
 
The GB Neighbourhood Plan defines the detail to allow us to manage and control many 
aspects of future development of our parish. From protecting Local Green Space, 
Conservation Areas and their Settings, to guiding High Quality Design that will retain a Rural 
Character. One of the many policies in the Neighbourhood Plan incorporates the allocation 
of land that will include the development of new community facilities, infrastructure, and the 
500 homes allocated to Great Barford from the Bedford Local Plan 2030. The precise detail, 
and timeline to build is currently unknown, but delivery is expected to align with the Bedford 
Local Plan schedule.  
 
As for the future role of our Neighbourhood Plan:  
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In the shorter term, this means we can now formally engage with the promoters/developers 
representing the allocated development land at Great Barford West. The goal will be to 
maintain a close dialogue, and ensure we achieve the most beneficial outcome possible. 
This is a great opportunity to inform and shape the future of Great Barford to be for our 
mutual benefit. 
 
The GBNP requires the developer to produce a Development Brief. This will provide a 
detailed statement of planning policies for the site, and aspirations in terms of uses, layout 
and design principles. It is envisaged the work will have some rounds of public participation, 
to consult on early Issues and Options for the site. This can then inform a Masterplan, with 
further public participation, before an Outline Planning Application can be submitted. 
 
In the longer term, we should keep a close watch on the evolution of the BBC Local Plan, as 
it develops into the LP2040, its subsequent revisions, and if / how these will impact our 
GBNP. We may need to amend the GBNP to stay relevant to the BBC LP in force at the 
time. Periodic reviews are normal practice for all Local Plans and Neighbourhood Plans. 
 
In the interim period, we need to keep a watching brief on the application and 
implementation of all the GBNP Policies and Guidance. We should ensure it is interpreted as 
intended, to guard against improper development, improve infrastructure and amenities, and 
to safeguard the heritage of our village by sympathetic evolution through managed 
developments. 
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Appendix 9 
 

Great Barford Village Hall Association 

The recent period has seen difficult trading conditions for all businesses and services including 

the Village Hall, the ongoing opening and closing because of Covid regulations and the 

restrictions on group numbers impacted the business considerably affecting consumer 

confidence. Fortunately, having a low cost base and the ability to moth ball the village hall it 

came through the pandemic in a secure position. 

Our primary aim has been to finish any outstanding works such as the new kitchen, store 

cupboards and other general housekeeping matters which we have been able to do. We are 

now started recovering and repairing of all of the chairs in the hall as these have become very 

tired. 

Overall the hall remains very busy and has a considerable number of advance bookings for 

private use as well as our regular uses who were keen to return at the earliest opportunity. 

The bar has been made available to the villagers on a Friday and has been promoted 

accordingly. We would welcome new faces who might like to come along and enjoy a drink 

and catch up with other locals. 

We received a number of committee resignations due to people moving away from the area, 

these positions have been filled and we are pleased to once again have a representative on 

the committee from the Parish Council. We have a strong and committed group of individuals 

who continue to give their time freely to operate the hall for the benefit of the villagers, my 

thanks go to each of them for the continued support and hard work. 

This year, up to August 2022 will be a year of consolidation and planning with the aim of re-

commencing some of our larger planned projects such as the loft conversion in 2022/23. We 

are also looking at succession planning with the aim of bringing in new officers into specific 

roles in order to take the committee forward once again.  

James Hetherington 

Chairperson 
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Appendix 10 
 

All Saints Report to the Great Barford Annual Parish Meeting 2022 
 

For the church, as for many other individuals, businesses and organisations, it has been a 
tough two years, but in 2021 things eased slightly as we began to get to grips with the 
pandemic and its consequences. 
Congregations were slow in coming back together for Sunday worship, but we are almost 
there, as we have seen the positive effects of the vaccine. The pandemic has deprived us of 
having as many fund-raising events as normal and this has hit our finances very hard; we 
continue to dig deeply into our reserves. Along with the repairs of the clock – for which we 
are grateful to the Parish Council for its assistance financially – we are trying to raise the 
finance in order to replace the roof membrane to make our building watertight; we need 
approximately £50,000 to achieve our target. As with every building of its age this is an 
ongoing problem; to maintain its integrity so that it is usable on a weekly basis. 
Whilst we acknowledge the problems we have in an aging building, our true target is to 
reach into the community with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to this end we are 
endeavouring to have a more visible presence in the coming months and years. We hope 
that we are favoured with the continuing support of the Parish Council in our endeavours.  
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Appendix 11 
 
GREAT BARFORD BOWLS AND PETANQUE CLUB 
 
Why is the club such a valuable organisation in Great Barford? 
The Bowls and Petanque club continues to be a valuable resource for village organisations 
and individual use. The clubhouse is regularly hired out for private functions and sporting 
activities like children’s and family parties, funeral and marriage get togethers, Yoga and 
Pilates classes, and Women’s Institute meetings. The club hosts the Barford Striders, the 
local “walking for health” group, providing tea and coffee and cakes at the end of their walk. 
The club runs weekly evenings of Carpet Bowls during the winter and whist when numbers 
are large enough. There have also been coffee mornings and quiz nights. Therefore, the 
club is not only a low-cost facility for small numbers but also these activities provide revenue 
for the club to develop further. 
 
What makes the Club such a Premier Sporting Facility? 
The facilities we have built up over many years, the active participation of the members and 
standard of players, continues to ensure that the Bowls and Petanque club is successful and 
highly esteemed.  

 
Why have we been successful? 
As a group, the bowling and Petanque members are passionate about the club and its place 
in the wider community. The club draws members from many villages around Great Barford. 
This is in part due to the atmosphere and outstanding facilities developed by successive 
forward looking club committees and personal commitment from hard working members. 

 
What problems do we have? 
The usual concern is the lack of numbers: number of members, number of people using our 
activities and numbers of spectators at events. Coming out of lockdown has meant that we 
have gained a few numbers as people have started looking for new activities and taking up 
older ones again. There is a renewed cheerful outlook in the club to work to attract new 
participants.  
 
What solutions have we tried? 
We have produced regular reports in the Barford Bugle and, in other ways, tried to spread 
interest in the Club. We will continue with our efforts, of course, to attract members and 
publicise/spread the word about our activities. We would be grateful for any assistance the 
Parish Council and other organisations in the parish can offer.  
 
 
Joe Lound-Keast 
 
 
 


