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A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated 
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance + Tree Felling
and Tree Care + Sectional Dismantling

+ Crown Reduction/Thinning + Dead Wood Removed
+ Hedges Reduced and Trimmed + Tree Planting
+ Fruit Tree Pruning + Member of the Royal
+ Fully insured and Skilled Arborist Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote

Telephone: 01234 828895 Mobile: 07949 368374
Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk www.treespecific.co.uk

Tree specific 1_2 page ARTWORK OVL ad_Layout 1  07/11/2012  11:45  Page 1
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Councillors

Contributions for
 the next Issue of

 The Bugle 

should be sent to the 
Parish Clerk before 

Monday 
25th  April

Submit Your Photo!

The Bugle Committee is always looking for seasonal 
photographs from around the village to place on 
the cover of the Bugle. If you would like to submit 
a photograph, please contact the Clerk at:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

D I  A M E S 

J O N  D I G W E E D

D U N C A N  E D G A R 

D E R R I C K  F O L B I G G

A N N  L O V E S E Y  M B E 

G R A H A M  P E N D R E Y

K A T E  S M I T H

S T U A R T  S O U T H A L L 

P E T E R  W A R D 

T I M  W O O D 

01234 870245 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
www.greatbarford.org.uk

an answerphone is available if calling 
outside of the office hours.  

Great Barford Parish Council

Office Opening Times:
Tuesday and Thursday  
9.00am to 12.30pm

Wednesday - 12.30pm - 3.30pm

(subject to change due to training, 
Council commitments and holiday)
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CHAIR'S  REPORT 

Neighbourhood Plan
The good news is that 
after nearly 7 years in the 
making, the Great Barford 
Neighbourhood Plan has 
now been adopted. As you 
will know, the examiner 
recommended the GBNP to 

go to referendum. The Borough Council accepted 
this, and arranged a referendum for 16 December 
2021. The vote was 80% in favour, so the GBNP 
was formally agreed to be ‘made’ at the Bedford 
Borough Council Executive meeting on 19 January 
2022, with immediate effect.

We now have our own recognised guidance, with 
enforceable planning policies that have to be 
abided when considering development. This will 
control various types of development in our parish, 
and encourage numerous parish-wide projects. 
You can read more on this important topic in the 
separate NP article in this issue.

East West Rail
The BFARe campaign group that we support are 
very much still on the case, keeping up pressure, 
and presenting awareness of issues in the public 
domain. See their website for the latest news: 
https://bfare.org.uk/

As I write this, BFARe are compiling a letter to the 
Prime Minister, on behalf of the affected parishes. 
This is to further highlight concerns over the 
process, the route selection, and ask for a review 
from the highest level.

Footpaths and Bridleways 
Footpaths are for pedestrians, Bridleways can be 
use by horse-riders, cyclists and pedestrians. 

But we have had reports of horse riders using some 
Footpaths within the village. Half a tonne of horse 
and people, on a narrow path intended for adults 
and children, do not mix. There are obvious safety 
concerns, with potential harm to both horse and 
persons using the same confined space. The type 

of Right of Way are marked where they leave a 
highway, and will often have junctions way-marked, 
as in the photo.

Horse riders are generally responsible persons and 
very aware of safety, so it seems ridiculous that 
basic Highway Code and Rights of Way rules are 
being ignored. 

Highway Code
Talking of Highway issues, it’s a fair bet that most 
people have not (re)read the Highway Code since 
passing their driving test.

Amendments to the Highway Code are introduced 
over time, with the most recent changes giving 
greater priority to pedestrians, cyclists and horse 
riders. This reinforces the hierarchy of safety and 
vulnerability of different highway users, particularly 
at junctions. Search “Highway Code changes 2022” 
to find out more about the 8 changes you need to 
know from 29 January 2022. In total, 10 sections 
of The Highway Code have been updated, with 50 
rules being added or updated.

Dog Poo
Never a nice subject, but among other areas around 
the village, the Gamlings Footpath between High 
Street and Brook Lane is again being contaminated 
with Dog Poo. With leaves on the ground, it’s not 
always easy to see, until too late. We remind all dog 
owners, they have a duty to clean up after their 
pets. To not do so is an offence under Public Space 
Protection Orders, with a fixed penalty fine. 
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CHAIR’S  REPORT 

Fatbergs and the Three Ps
No, it’s nothing to do with Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears – it’s far worse.

So what’s the problem?
Our sewers and drains are intended to carry the 
three Ps – Pee, Poo and (toilet) Paper.

If we put things like Fat, Oil and Grease (FOG) down 
our sinks, and sanitary waste and wipes (known as 
unflushables) down the loo, it can block sewer 
pipes and pumps, flooding homes and gardens and 
spilling into local rivers and waterways. FOG can 
congeal with unflushables to create Fatbergs that 
block the sewer.

Anglian Water have recently had to come out to 
jet flush the sewer along Roxton Road, between 
Nightingale Road and the Cross-Roads, because of 
FOG creating a Fatberg blockage.

AW has a “Keep it Clear” campaign supporting 
residents to reduce these kind of blockages. The 
Keep It Clear campaign helps reduce the misery, 
cost, bad smells and potential flooding and 
pollution caused by avoidable blockages. See the 
separate AW article for more information.

You can adopt the Keep it Clear habit and help 
spread the word. See: 

https://www.anglianwater.co.uk/services/

sewers-and-drains/keeping-sewer-pipes-clear/

Casual Vacancy
At the end of last year, we had another Councillor 
resign. David Garrard has relinquished his position, 
to dedicate his time to other matters. We thank 
David for his contributions during his term of 
office.

The Borough’s Electoral Services have been 
informed, and they provided a Notice of Vacancy 
to be displayed. This invites the electorate to 
request the vacancy to be filled from a by-election. 
If less than 10 requests are submitted, then the 
parish will consider to fill the vacancy by co-option.

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
To finish on a happy note; on 6th February this 
year Her Majesty The Queen will become the 
first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum 
Jubilee, marking 70 years of service to the people 
of the United Kingdom, the Realms and the 
Commonwealth.

This year, the May Spring Bank Holiday (would 
have been Monday 30th May) will be moved to 
Thursday 2nd June, and an additional Bank Holiday 
on Friday 3rd June will create a four-day weekend 
to help celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.

The bank holiday will provide an opportunity for 
communities and people throughout the United 
Kingdom to come together to celebrate the 
historic milestone. There is a general campaign to 
“plant a tree for the Jubilee”. We are planning to 
plant some young Oak Trees along the Birchfield 
Road side of the playing field, so we may be looking 
for volunteers to dig holes.

Some Great Barford group activities are being 
discussed, but yet to be announced. Are you 
having a party?

See the official royal website for further national 
information:  

https://www.royal.uk/platinum-jubilee-central-
weekend
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BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE 
ABTA & ATOL protected 

Contact Us To Find Out More:
Tel: 01234 326778

sales@selecttravelholidays.co.uk

www.selecttravelholidays.co.uk

Home of Cruise Select
24A Mill Street, Bedford

T&Cs apply - prices are per person based on two people sharing, and subject to availability, other dates available but prices may vary. E&OE

PROUD TO BE AWARDED
AS ONE OF THE UK & IRELAND’S

PROUD TO BE AWARDED
AS ONE OF THE UK & IRELAND’S

20th June 2022
7 nights onboard Lord of the Glens 

Inverness to Kyle of Lochalsh
WAS from £2,140pp, NOW from £2,030pp

A seven night leisurely voyage of the endlessly 
beautiful Caledonian Canal, hidden sea lochs 
and islands of Scotland’s western shore. This 
seven night voyage, through the very heart 
of the Scottish Highlands, introduces the 
interested traveller to the intricate and endlessly 
fascinating inland waters of the Caledonian 
Canal, the glistening waters of Loch Linnhe, the 
Sound of Mull, the Sound of Sleat and finally, Kyle 
Rhea. Other 2022 dates available
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Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call us now for a free, no obligation quotation!

Fundraising 
Quiz  Nights
GREAT BARFORD FUN DAY

22 JUNE 2019
Thanks to everyone who attends our fund raising Quiz nights
which go a long way to funding the activities which we buy
in for our annual Fun Day.   

Make a note of the next quiz nights:

September 21st          November 23rd
January 25th       22nd March        17th May

Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call us now for a free, no obligation quotation!

Fundraising 
Quiz  Nights
GREAT BARFORD FUN DAY

22 JUNE 2019
Thanks to everyone who attends our fund raising Quiz nights
which go a long way to funding the activities which we buy
in for our annual Fun Day.   

Make a note of the next quiz nights:

September 21st          November 23rd
January 25th       22nd March        17th May

FUND RAISING for the 

2022 VILLAGE FUN DAY
Bring your team for a fun social evening 
(bring your own snacks) 

the bar is open, and bottles of wine for the winning team.

January 28th  
and  March 25th 
To book your team, contact Louise on 870443

night
i n  t h e  h a l l

night
in the hall

2022

25th March 
and 20th May
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B
U
G
L
E

1. Sofia is the Capital of 
which country?

2. Maverick, Viper 
and Iceman are 
characters in which film?

3. What is the name of a 
badger’s home?

4. Who was Shirley 
Crabtree better known as?

5. Boy George was the 
singer in which group?

6. Newmarket is in 
which county?

7. The ’battle of Rourkes 
Drift’ was portrayed in 
which film?

8. What links a 
vegetable and the 
emblem of Wales?

9. Which country was 
formally known as Persia?

10. The world Wildlife 
Fund has which animal as 
its emblem?

11. Who was the Prime 
Minister before David 
Cameron?

12. Which river flows into 
the Great Ouse between 
Roxton and Tempsford?

ANSWERS ON PAGE 40
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From Our Village Agent 
Our Village Agent, Teresa Moon, is here to help people in Bedford 
Borough villages to access the services and support they might need, 
and she can also help with money issues. Her services are confidential 
and free and she can visit you at home. 
Just call Freephone 0800 039 1234. 

Do You Struggle with Visual Impairment?
Did you know that you may be able to get help from the Borough Council?  They aim to 
provide specialist knowledge and support to ensure that people understand their eye 
condition, regain confidence and independence, and are aware of services available.  Their 
help can include:

• guidance with daily living tasks such as cooking, making drinks, using the telephone,       
  and writing
• mobility training to complete local routes independently
• appropriate specialist equipment

Help with NHS Costs
Did you know that you may be able to get help with NHS costs through the NHS Low 
Income Scheme, if you have a limited income. The scheme covers:

•  prescription costs
• dental costs
• eyecare costs
• healthcare travel costs
• wigs and fabric supports

Need help with filling in forms? 
If you are struggling with paperwork, such as Blue Badge, Bus Pass or Attendance 

Allowance applications, just call our Freephone 0800 039 1234.

Would a Helpful Gadget make your Life Easier?
I have a range of handy gadgets to distribute free of charge to people who may be 
struggling to manage, including a handy reacher; extra-long shoe horn or seat belt helper; 
jar opener; button hook and zip puller; automatic night light; ‘Good Grips’ potato peeler; 
or digital room thermometer. Just call and ask for the item you would like. 

Contact your Village Agent on Freephone 0800 039 1234
(This is an answerphone service, so please be ready to leave your name, address 
& telephone number, and I will aim to call you back within 48 hours.)
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YOUR BUSINESS IN 

THE BUGLE?LOOKING TO 

ADVERTISE

The Bugle is quality magazine, compiled quarterly 
and distributed to all residents within Great Barford.

If you would like to reserve a space for our 
Summer edition please contact the Clerk 
for more details on:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

or call 01234 870245

Prices for advertising in 
the Barford Bugle for four 
consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

08  thebarfordbugle      Winter 2021 

If you see a fault or problem in 
Great Barford please report it direct to Highways 

at Bedford Borough Council:

https://highwaysreporting.bedford.gov.uk

You Can 
Report Highways Issues!!
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clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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the Barford Bugle for four 
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Back Cover: 
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Inside: 
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Double Space £60.00

Inside:
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Full Page: £150.00
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GREAT BARFORD
ANNUAL FUN DAY  

2022 Fun Day will be held on 

SATURDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER
The Community Events Committee are starting 

to put this event together and we need your help.

Village groups and clubs have promotional 
and fund raising stalls.

Trade stalls are welcome too. 

PLEASE GET IN TOUCH WITH US IF YOU WANT TO HAVE 
A STALL OR IF YOU CAN HELP IN ANY WAY

Contact: 
Nicci Martin 07970 114030

Or Louise Geary 07974 816880
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Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter 

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5. 

C o n ta c t  N i cc i  :  0 7 9 7 0 1 1 4 0 3 0 

TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL

GREAT BARFORD NURSERY 
Places Available now 

A centre of excellence for teaching and learning 

Please contact the school office for more information 

Come and see our nursery and join in some 
activities with our early years staff 

Great Barford Primary Academy 
 Silver Street 
Great Barford MK44 3JU 
Tel: 01234 870342          E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk 
W: www.gbpa.org.uk 

Autumn  2020             thebarfordbugle 13

Due to Covid19 we are not open but plan to reopen as soon as possible

Contact Sid - totsteenies2021@gmail.com
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SPEED INDICATOR REPORT

Speed Indicator Device
Traffic issues continue to be a concern for us 
in Great Barford.  Our Speed Indicator Device 
(SID) has been doing the rounds again, reminding 
drivers of the speed limit and collecting more 
data.  The map (opposite) gives a summary of 
two of the most important pieces of data.  It 
shows the average number of vehicles travelling 
in each direction per day, along with a calculated 
number of how many would be liable for a fine 
if caught by the authorities – widely accepted as 
35mph in a 30mph limit. 

We’ve now got seven sites that we regularly visit.  
Two sites, Addingtons Road and Silver Street, 
will continue to be surveyed but not quite as 
often as the others because they seem to have 
less of an issue.  There has been some discussion 
as to an apparent discrepancy in the numbers 
of vehicles traveling along Green End Road 
before and after the junction with Birchfield 
Road.  This we believe is due to a ‘Covid Effect’ 
caused by collecting data under different Covid 
restrictions.  The percentage figures (not shown 
here) remain fairly constant and so we are fairly 
confident that they reflect the true depth of 
the problem.  It remains to be seen when, and 
if, traffic levels return to their previous levels or 
whether we start to see a ‘new norm’ for traffic 
flow.

The Parish Council recognises that Green End 
Road does suffer from a speeding problem.  
It is a busy road and has some of the highest 

offender rates.  To that end we put in a bid to the 
Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
for funding to help with traffic calming in this 
area. The Parish Council is currently awaiting 
confirmation to see if the application has been 
successful.

We recognise that we have numerous speeding 
problems within the village and there are a 
number of different potential solutions.  We 
have sought the help of an independent expert 
who has been tasked with looking at all of 
our different problems and offering us a range 
of solutions.  As always, cost will be a limiting 
factor and we want to ensure that we get ‘value 
for money’.  Once the independent report has 
been completed we will use it to formulate a 
proposed plan for the village.

-  STOP PRESS NEWS -

Parish Council bid for a grant from the Office 
of The Police and Crime Commissioner’s 
Road Safety Fund – specifically to address 
speeding issue on Green End Road.

The bid was partially successful, and 
we were awarded £5,000. The highways 
committee will now look as to how this 
money can be used to best effect.  It will 
never be enough to solve the problem, but 
hopefully ought to go some way to help 
improve the situation.
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SPEED INDICATOR REPORT
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BOROUGH REPORT

Council Tax
On 2nd February it is likely that the Borough 
Executive will recommend a Council Tax 
increase of 1.9% combined with an Adult 
Social Care precept of 2%: that will be decided 
by Full Council on 2nd February. The Band D 
Council Tax will be £1,688.94. Although there 
have been some improvements this year in 
the underlying state of the Council’s finances 
the next few years will continue to pose 
problems. Apart from inflationary pressures 
the funding has not kept up with the growing 
cost of, in particular, the care services. It has 
been a difficult few years for Council staffing 
levels, which in many areas, have been cut 
to a bare minimum, as residents have often 
noticed.  

Global Warming:
On 12th January, the Borough Council approved 
a motion on Global Warming that was agreed 
by all three main political parties. It noted the 
various initiatives taken by the Borough to 
reduce its own emissions by over 70% since 
2011. That work continues with a solar farm, tree 
planting, EV charging points, upgrading street 
lights and improving the cycling and walking 
infrastructure. Noting the Government’s 
recognition that local government has a 
crucial role in delivering net zero the Council 
agreed further measures not least establishing 
partnerships with neighbouring authorities 
and parish and town councils to assist with, 
for example, decarbonising supply chains and 
activities generally.

The Council’s Climate Change Fund is available 
to assist with projects such as making 
community buildings more energy efficient 
and several villages have already taken 

advantage of that for village halls, chapels etc.

East West Rail
It was recently announced that the decision 
as to which of the route options is to be 
preferred is to be announced “in the first 
half of 2022” which seems to mean a delay 
for a few months. Local landowners are 
reporting that surveying is continuing which 
suggests that a decision is not imminent. 
Unfortunately, there is no reason to believe 
that EWR are looking beyond the two current 
options; each of which will adversely affect 
Great Barford, several individual residents and 
the surrounding landscape.

Possible Extra Powers For The Borough 
Council
The Government is giving Council’s the option 
of applying for power to enforce certain 
“moving traffic offences” which at present 
only the Police can enforce. It would enable 
the Council to take action on such matters 
as dangerous and illegal parking, ignoring 
direction and no entry signs, cars in cycle lanes 
or pedestrianised areas etc. Consultation has 
started and responses must be in by 18th 
March. The consultation can be accessed via 
the main Council Website. 

The email address for responses is highway.
consultation@bedford.gov.uk and written 
responses can be sent to Traffic Operations, 
Room 109, Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, 
Bedford, MK42 9AP.

Stephen Moon
01234 870061
stephen.moon@bedford.gov.uk
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Winter  2020       thebarfordbugle 37

NEW 
CHURCH 
BENCH 

On the 15th December a new bench 
seat was installed in the churchyard to 
commemorate the activities of the Pre-
1950’s Association which had produced 
the two ‘Barford Bygones’ books. Much 
of the money raised by the sale of 
books has already been donated to the 
Barford Charities with the residue used 
to purchase the seat as a permanent 
reminder of group’s achievements.

The five current active members, 
together with Ray Sabey, one of the 
original members, and Hayley Price, 
who produced the most recent book, 
were joined by Rev. Graham Buckle, 
who formally ‘blessed’ the seat. The 
members wished to thank all those 
who contributed to the books, and the 
Association.

Winter  2020       

thebarfordbugle 37

BYGONE DAYSA WALK THROUGH HISTORY IN PHOTOS

Old Barfordian Pre -1950’s Association
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Great Barford Bowls & Petanque Club

 As the evenings get warmer with lighter (and 
wetter evenings) what better than socialising 
in comfort at the Bowls and Petanque club in 
Great Barford. And the new Bowls season will 
be with us in a couple of months. On Friday 11 
March we have the “signing on” evening. This 
is not just for the present members (both Bowls 
and Petanque) but for prospective members 
of both disciplines to come along and find out 
what it is all about. The bar is open at 7 pm so 
come early to chat with everyone before the 
formal business begins at 7:30. There will also 
be some light refreshments!

In the meantime, every Thursday evening, 
we have Carpet Bowls which starts from 
7 pm and is packed up and away by 10 pm. 
You probably stop reading at about this time 
because I usually repeat a small script about 
how good and easy Carpet Bowls is. So, all I 
will say is come along to play or just to watch 
the fun. Playing cost £2.00 to include tea or 
coffee. The club bar is also open. We have 
a good following of regulars, but we would 
really like some new people to come and join 
in.

For more information see our website at 
www.greatbarfordbowlsclub.org.uk 

and Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/Great-Barford-

Bowls-Club-927365523974564 

or call Beryl on 01767 449116. 

The car park address is in Woodpecker Close, 
MK44 3BG or there is pedestrian access 
through School Lane. 

The bowls season begins with a Spoon Drive 
towards the end of April, with hot food and 
the bar of course. Once the season starts, we 
hold Friday evening roll-ups from 6 pm. It’s a 
chance for some practice, coaching, a bit of 
relaxation after a long week and time for some 
convivial socializing. We have been fortunate 
with several new members in both Bowls 
and Petanque and crucially both women 
and men. However, our recent successes in 
leagues, and the need for members to play in 
friendly games means that we are still looking 
for new members of all abilities. If you would 
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Bowl's Report

like to try bowls this spring, then please get 
in touch through the website or Facebook 
or call Joe on 01234 871723. If you want more 
information about playing Petanque, or you 
wish to try your hand at it, please contact 
Beryl on 01767 449116. The club has a full 
programme of league and friendly bowls and 
Petanque matches against local clubs. 

Development in the last few years has meant 
that our club is an in-demand venue for 
County Games. This year we have agreed to 
host 4 County events, two in July and 2 in 
August. These are prestigious matches and 
are looking forward to sharing our facilities 
with the visitors. Spectators are welcome. 
So, keep an eye on the website www.
greatbarfordbowlsclub.org.uk and come 
and see the finest county players on the finest 
local green.

Our excellent pavilion is still available for hire 
for meetings, children’s and adult’s birthday 
parties, and other celebration events both 
happy and sad, etc. For details of charges 
and availability please contact our Booking 
Officer, Beryl on 01767 449116. The club’s 
website also contains photographs of the 
pavilion and further information.

AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

And I will leave you with this:

At a recent match the players were 
surprised to see a very attractive young 
lady wearing a voluminous ball-gown 
and glass slippers spectating avidly. The 
captain, who fancied himself as a ladies’ 
man (he always tries to play beyond 
his ability – if you know what I mean!) 
approached and asked if she was enjoying 
the game.

“Eh?” she replied.

He tried again. “I was wondering whether 
you were a player?”. 

“Eh?” was her reply, “Sorry, I am hard of 
hearing so you will have to speak up.”

So now he shouted, “I was wondering 
why you are here dressed like this.”

She explained that she was Cinderella 
and her Fairy godmother had appeared 
to her and magicked this beautiful ball-
gown and a coach. Cinderella got in the 
coach and the footman asked her where 
she wanted to go. Well, she was sure the 
Fairy godmother had said “now you shall 
go to the Bowls”.

Joe Lound-Keast
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@Roxton Garden Centre
MK44 3DY

Freshly harvested vegetables and 
fruit; Locally grown or made;

everything in Season.
Open Wednesday-Sunday.

We stock fresh milk.
Best Quality, Best Prices

blackcatfarmshop@btinternet.com
Phone: 07522 559010

Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 0PE
01234 266 366      peacockauction.co.uk

Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks • Books 
Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints 

Bicycles • Jewellery & Watches • Collectables 
Garage Tools & Equipment • Household Electrical Items 
Office Furniture & Equipment • Retail Products & Stock 

Vehicles • Horticultural & Commercial Equipment 
Building Materials • Garden Furniture & Effects

Visit the Bedford Auction Centre to enjoy 
the excitement of a live auction.

Weekly Auctions

The Cafe at W&H Peacock is

OPEN
View the salerooms for our upcoming 
auctions and then relax with a coffee

 and a slice of cake.
Our unique cafe in Bedford Auction Centre with

free wi-fi comfortably seats over 100 customers. 
We serve cooked breakfasts, paninis and 

sandwiches, light lunches and snacks plus
 a range of hot and cold drinks.

Eastcotts Park, 
Wallis Way,
Bedford, MK42 0PE
01234 266 366

Visit
www.peacockscafe.co.uk

for more details on our opening 
hours and to view our full menu.
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BENEFITS and SUPPORT
email: customerservices@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718097 option 2

BLUE BADGES
email: blue.badges@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718009

CUSTOMER SERVICES
General enquires
https://www.bedford.gov.uk
email: customerservices@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 267422

ELECTORAL REGISTRATION
email: electoral.registration@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718078

DOG WARDEN
email: ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718099

MOBILE LIBRARY
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/libraries 
Tel: 01234 276453 

PARKING ENFORCEMENT
email: parking.services@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718359

BINS and RECYCLING
email: recycling@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718060

COUNCIL TAX
email: customerservices@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718097 option 3

EDUCATION SERVICES
email: childrensservices@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 267422

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
Environmental concerns, including Dog Bins, 
Street Cleaning, Fly-Tipping, Waste Collection 
and Graffiti
email: callcentre@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718060

HIGHWAYS HELPLINE
Roads, Footpaths, Street Lights 
and general highways problems
email: highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718003

PLANNING
email: planning@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 718068

BEDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL SERVICES

You can now report issues directly with Bedford Borough Council quickly and simply through their  
Online Report It Service which allows you to track your report online through the “Save Time, Do It 
Online” process – Home page: https://www.bedford.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/website-in-

formation/Pay-Report-Request/

RIGHTS OF WAY Footpaths and Bridleways       
email: row@bedford.gov.uk     Tel: 01234 718003
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GB WEST REPORT

Following a positive Referendum result last 
year, we are delighted that Bedford Borough 
Council has determined to ‘make’ the Great 
Barford Neighbourhood Plan, which means 
it is now adopted Planning Policy and will 
be used to guide future development in the 
village. This is an important milestone and 
means we are now able to move forward with 
turning our vision for Great Barford West into 
reality. 

Great Barford West will provide an appropriate 
expansion of Great Barford that is forward-
thinking, community orientated and rooted 
in the unique nature of the local area. We 
understand there are several local issues that 
are of real importance to the Great Barford 
community. These matters include foul and 
surface water drainage, landscaping, highways 
and the Conservation Area and will be 
carefully considered as we develop plans for 
the site. We look forward to consulting with 
local people in detail over the coming year, to 
understand your views on the vision for Great 
Barford West as it moves forward. 

Development Brief
The Neighbourhood Plan stipulates that a 
Development Brief must be prepared for the 
site, which will set out a framework to shape 
the development proposals that ultimately 
come forward. This is a collaborative process, 
where we will work in partnership with 
Bedford Borough Council, Great Barford 
Parish Council, Great Barford Neighbourhood 
Plan Group and the local community, amongst 
other stakeholders. 

We are currently having discussions with 

Bedford Borough Council to understand how 
they would like the Development Brief process 
to move forward. We will also agree the 
approach in collaboration with Great Barford 
Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Plan 
Group, before undertaking a full consultation 
exercise with the local community. 

Survey work
Although we are just at the beginning of 
the process, we have already undertaken 
survey work on-site, which is an important 
first step. Before Christmas, we carried out 
archaeological survey works and provided an 
update in the last edition of The Bugle. 

Albion Archaeology, who carried out the 
work, have analysed the results and are now in 
the process of preparing a report for Bedford 
Borough Council, which will be submitted 
shortly. Once this report has been approved, 
we will be able to provide further information 
on how this will shape development on the 
site. Further survey work covering a wide 
range of technical areas will be carried out 
over the coming months as we move forward. 
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ALBION ARCHAEOLOGY

Over recent months, technical surveys have 
been undertaken on land to the north of Bedford 
Road, west of Great Barford. The most recent 
survey has been an archaeological investigation 
undertaken by a local Bedford-based company, 
Albion Archaeology. 

These site investigations sought to 
comprehensively assess the archaeological 
characteristics of the site and particularly 
the archaeological areas of interest that were 
revealed by earlier geophysical surveys. A strategy 
for the evaluation of archaeology across the site 
was agreed in consultation with the archaeology 
advisor to Bedford Borough Council, who have 
monitored the works throughout. 

183 trenches totalling some 6 kilometres were 
investigated between August and October 
this year. Buried features, which indicate past 
land-uses were recorded with dates revealing 
predominantly Iron Age and Roman occupation 
and farming practices. 

A small area of features – the southern extent – of 
the site has revealed an organised enclosure area 
that may have contained a number of habitations 
that continued over several generations. The 
evidence uncovered is predominantly Roman in 
date, based on the artefacts discovered. There 
was also some evidence of earlier Iron Age 
activity and landscape organisation to the east  
of this Roman settlement area.

The recent trenching has revealed a number of 
discreet areas of historic settlement, landscape 
organisation and evidence of animal husbandry, 
although the majority of the site area was free 
of significant archaeology and will therefore 
require no further investigation.



Spring 2022                                                                                                          thebarfordbugle 23

GB WEST REPORT

Benefits
As we have mentioned in previous 
editions of The Bugle, despite being at 
an early stage we have already identified 
some exciting opportunities that could be 
offered by the Great Barford West site. 
These opportunities could include:

• A range of sporting and 
recreational facilities for local people. 
This includes the opportunity to provide 
high-quality sports pitches on the site to 
enhance local sporting provision. 

• Substantial areas of green open 
space, including parkland, play areas 
and allotments. There will also be areas 
dedicated to habitat creation, making 
Great Barford West a haven for wildlife, as 
well as small woodland areas, orchards and 
edible landscapes. 

• New footpaths and cycleways 
which improve access into the surrounding 
countryside and link Great Barford West 
into the wider landscape.

• A carefully designed highways 
scheme which provides appropriate 
vehicular access points into the new 
development from Bedford Road, whilst 
also creating an attractive frontage to the 
site and helping to naturally reduce the 
speed of vehicles along Bedford Road and 
into the existing village. 

• Contributions towards new 
healthcare and education provision, 
which will be developed in partnership 
with Bedford Borough Council and local 
healthcare providers. 

• Comprehensive sustainable foul 
and surface water drainage plans, including 
a network of pipes, depressions, basins, 
swales and ditches to store surface water 
and control its release into the existing 
drainage network. This system will help to 
reduce the rate at which water enters the 
drainage system, thereby relieving pressure 
on the network and catering for future 
climate change.

We will be carrying out a formal 
consultation with the local community on 
the proposals in the coming months. In the 
meantime, we are committed to working 
closely with local people, so do feel free 
to get in touch with us if you have any 
questions or thoughts, using the contact 
details below:

0800 080 3164

great-barford-west@devcomms.co.uk
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Great Barford
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NO  FLY-TIPPING
THERE HAS BEEN A NUMBER OF RECENT REPORTS OF FLY-TIPPING 

AT THE ALLOTMENTS SITE.

IF ANY-FLY-TIPPING IS NOTICED PLEASE CONTACT 
BEDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL IMMEDIATELY:

https://www.bedford.gov.uk/environmental-issues/
keeping-bedford-borough-clean/dumped-rubbish-fly-tipping/

Email: customerservices@bedford.gov.uk
Tel: 01234 267422

ALTERNATIVELY THE CLERK CAN BE CONTACTED AT:
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

ANY SUSPICIOUS BEHAVIOUR SHOULD BE REPORTED TO THE 
LOCAL POLICE ON 101.

Welcome to the Great Barford - Wöllstein 
Twinning Partnership. The Partnership is a 
twinning organisation of over 45 years between 
Great Barford and Wöllstein, located in the heart 
of the Rheinhessen wine region of Germany. The 
partnership is open to everybody living in Great 
Barford and surrounding areas. The membership both 
here and in Wöllstein comprises of all age groups and 
walks of life.

We are currently planning to have our German friends 
over from 2nd June until 7th June 2022. The system is 
we pair up English and Germans in terms of profi le 
and age. We stay with them and vice versa. The real 
benefi t is you get to know well a specifi c family 
and we have many examples of these friendships 
being formed for life. Many of us are very close 
to our German friends and spend time with them 
outside of the partnership.  The big question that we 
always get asked is how it works with the language 
barrier. The answer emphatically is wonderfully. 
The German grasp of English is of a high standard 
and modern technology does wonders facilitating 
communication. Also, good old fashioned learning 
key words and many many gestures more than bridge 
the language gap.

When in Germany we spend time with our hosts 
and as a group (we are usually between 30 and 40 

going over)  exploring the wine region, taking in many 
beautiful cities and countryside venues . Plenty of 
hospitality, parties, cultural and not so cultural trips. It 
really is a wonderful few days away. We reciprocate in 
a similar vein when they come over here.  

In between visits we are a very mixed social group (18 
to 80 is no exaggeration) and we often have social 
evenings in the village hall, and our annual race night 
is also popular, so the twinning partnership is also a 
vibrant and lively village group. Please do come along 
to our next social event which we will publish the 
date of shortly,  and look out for fl yers for our race 
night on Saturday 30th April 2022.

If you want any more information, see our advert 
in this magazine or contact

Neil Grice: 07768 773892 
ngrice@gcllimited.com

John Vincent: 01234 870544 
jrvincent14643@gmail.com
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Chairman: John Vincent 01234 870544 Secretary: Sally Lawman 
01234 870985, Treasurer: Graham Prigmore  01234 870332

Chairman  John Vincent 01234 870171,  Secretary  Sally Lawman 01234 870985, 
 Treasurer Graham Prigmore  01234 870332

Everybody in Great Barford and surrounding villages is welcome to join our long-established 
twinning organisation in partnership with the town of Wöllstein in the wine growing region 

of Rheinhessen in Germany.

The next twinning weekend will be 2nd-7th June 2022.
This will be a visit to Great Barford by our German friends.

New members are always welcome – individuals, couples and families.
 If you would like to find out more about us, please visit our website: 

www.greatbarfordtwinning.org.uk
or our Facebook page: Great Barford Twinning.

Or contact  ngrice@gcllimited.com 07768 773892 for an information pack

Our next event will be our annual Race Night on Saturday April 30th 2022 
at Great Barford Village Hall.

Tickets will be on sale in the New Year.
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K.E. JONES
PLUMBING & HEATING

TEL. 01234  870869
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J B Plastering 
 Your Local Reliable Plasterer  
With Over 10 Years Experience 

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small 

Contact Me For A Free Quote 
Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com 

Tel - 07713724610 
Facebook @boltplastering 

J B Plastering 
 Your Local Reliable Plasterer  
With Over 10 Years Experience 

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small 

Contact Me For A Free Quote 
Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com 

Tel - 07713724610 
Facebook @boltplastering 

All aspects of Plastering, 
No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - jbolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel -  07713724610

Facebook @boltplastering

Your Local Reliable Plasterer 
with Over 10 Years Experience

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
are currently seeking 

SELF EMPLOYED 
HANDY PERSONS 

for any upcoming work during the 
summer period in 2020.

If you have public liability insurance 
and would like to be considered for 

any handy person jobs please contact 
Great Barford Parish Council on 

T. 01234 870245
E. clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

All aspects of Plastering, 
No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - jbolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel -  07713724610

Facebook @boltplastering

Your Local Reliable Plasterer 
with Over 10 Years Experience

J  B  P l a s t e r i n g

Fortnightly every Monday

For mobile times check 
with Library

MOBILE 
LIBRARY
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Have you delayed putting Lasting Powers of 
Attorney in place as you don’t feel the time is right? 
Do not see the point in having a funeral plan? Whilst 
these feelings are understandable, there are big 
advantages to putting these documents in place, as 
soon as possible. 

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document which allows a person (or persons) of 
your choice to manage your financial affairs and/or 
personal welfare when you need a little support, or 
lose mental capacity.  

If you do not have an LPA in place when you lose 
mental capacity, your loved one will need to make 
a Deputyship Application to take control of your 
finances. Not only is the application more costly, 
the process can take up to 9 months, causing 
additional stress for your loved ones. Furthermore, 
this can sometimes result in someone you don’t 
want managing your financial affairs. We have a 
professional Attorney who can act, if you do not 
wish to burden your loved ones. 

We work closely with one of the largest funeral plan 
providers across the UK in order to get the best 
plans for our clients.  Our plans not only allow you 
to include specific wishes, they allow you to pay 
today’s costs, rather than the increased cost at the 
time of your passing.  

I live locally (in Great Barford) and have done so for 
the majority of my life. As I only live around the 
corner, we can easily arrange a home visit, virtual 
meeting or, you can pop into our offices in Bedford. 
Contact me today on 01234 – 800 046 or email me 
at sapphire.hudson@premiersolicitors.co.uk to 
save your loved ones stress tomorrow, by planning 
today.  

‘Sapphire impressed us with her knowledge and 
professionalism. She was always cheerful and 
helpfully guided us through the process. Sapphire 
kept us informed and met all her deadlines. She 
provided excellent value for money’ 

Did you know that the Great Barford Slimming World group
is OPEN, yes OPEN, with our ‘AT HOME’ service.

We may not be able to meet in the Village Hall right now
but we are HERE FOR YOU - NO MATTER WHAT

You can get ‘THAT FRESH START FEELING’

Call me to find out more

CONSULTANT - JEN - 07770938583 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits you

Hi, I’m Jen, and I’m the consultant for the Great Barford Slimming
World group at your fantastic Village Hall. After a lifetime of being
overweight I found the solution and lost 3 ½ stone, and it has lasted.
Slimming World has transformed my life. I would love to help you as

Slimming World has helped me.

We are back in venue at the Village Hall and can’t wait to see you!  New group time 
is now at 6pm for existing, returning and new members so why not come along and 
find out what it’s all about.

Slimming World is 
OPEN for business! 

Contact me to find out more

PENNY - 07737 809516/WhatsApp

Hi, I am Penny and I am the consultant currently looking 
after Great Barford Slimming World Group in the lovely 
Village Hall.  Our amazing and award winning Food 
Optimising plan has helped me get to and now stay at 
target for 3 years and I would love to help you achieve 
your dreams too to reach your dream target weight”

Did you know that the Great Barford Slimming World group 
is OPEN, yes OPEN, with our ‘AT HOME’ service.

We may not be able to meet in the Village Hall right now 
but we are HERE FOR YOU - NO MATTER WHAT

You can get ‘THAT FRESH START FEELING’

Call me to find out more

CONSULTANT - JEN - 07770938583 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits you  

Hi, I’m Jen, and I’m the consultant for the Great Barford Slimming 
World group at your fantastic Village Hall. After a lifetime of being 
overweight I found the solution and lost 3 ½ stone, and it has lasted. 
Slimming World has transformed my life. I would love to help you as 

Slimming World has helped me. 
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• Extensions and Alterations 
• Garage Conversions 
• Groundwork and Brickwork Contracts 
• Landscaping 
• Driveways 
• Chimney Repointing and Repairs 
• New Builds 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service. 
Call today for a non-obligatory quote.  References are available on request. 
 
                 
 

Call for a free quote: 01234 840879 or 07712121493                               
info@dixonandsons.co.uk or www.dixonandsons.co.uk 
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• Extensions and Alterations
• Garage Conversions
• Groundwork and Brickwork Contracts
• Landscaping
• Driveways
• Chimney Repointing and Repairs
• New Builds

 We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service. 
Call today for a non-obligatory quote.  References are available on request. 

Call for a free quote: 01234 840879 or 07712121493         
info@dixonandsons.co.uk or www.dixonandsons.co.uk 
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

As you will be aware, the Great Barford 
Neighbourhood Plan Referendum took 
place just before Christmas, on Thursday 16 
December 2021, with the polling station at the 
Village Hall. Anyone on the GB Parish electoral 
register was entitled to vote. The question was:  
‘Do you want Bedford Borough Council to use 
the Neighbourhood Plan for Great Barford 
to help it decide planning applications in the 
neighbourhood area?’

The outcome was published the following day, 
in the Declaration of Result of Poll notice, 
on Friday 17 December 2021. The results of the 
votes cast were:

This represents 80% of those voting were 
in favour of making the Great Barford 
Neighbourhood Plan. The turnout was 22% 
from an electorate of 1713, a turnout typical for 
this type of poll.

Under Section 38A(4) of the Planning and 
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, the Local 
Authority is required to ‘make’ a neighbourhood 
plan if more than half of those voting in a 
referendum have voted in favour. This process 
was formally decided at the Bedford Borough 
Council Executive meeting on 19 January 
2022. The Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan 
was recommended, and agreed to be ‘made’ 
with immediate effect at the meeting. The 
Bedford Mayor and other Councillors at the 
meeting expressed recognition of the time and 
effort put in to producing the Neighbourhood 
Plan, and in particular its importance as Great 
Barford being “one of the big four” (Bromham, 
Clapham, Great Barford and Sharnbrook) Key 

Service Centres that are to provide significant 
strategic development in support of the 
Bedford Local Plan. The Mayor has even made 
congratulatory comment in the local press.

After nearly 7 years in its creation, the Great 
Barford Neighbourhood Plan now becomes 
part of the BBC Local Plan 2030, and must be 
taken into account when deciding any future 
planning application or development in the 
parish.

A big THANK YOU goes out to the NP 
Committee for years of hard work, and for all 
parishioners’ support and help in creating the 
Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan, and of 
course, for your confidence in voting to accept 
it. 

The Neighbourhood Plan defines the detail to 
allow us to manage and control many aspects 
of future development of our parish. From 
protecting Local Green Space, Conservation 
Areas and their Settings, to guiding High Quality 
Design that will retain a Rural Character. One of 
the many policies in the Neighbourhood Plan 
incorporates the allocation of land that will 
include the development of new community 
facilities, infrastructure, and the 500 homes 
allocated to Great Barford from the Bedford 
Local Plan 2030. The precise detail, and timeline 
to build is currently unknown, but delivery is 
expected to align with the Bedford Local Plan 
schedule. 

As for how we implement the function of our 
Neighbourhood Plan; 

The role is described in the GBNP Section 16 
– Implementation and Monitoring, with a need 
to work in partnership with organisations to 
realise the full potential of the NP, investigate 
funding, oversee projects, monitor progress, 
and review relevance in light of change. 

  304
  77
  1
 
  382

YES
NO

VOID
 

TOTAL
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NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

In the shorter term, this means we can 
now formally engage with the promoters/
developers representing the allocated 
development land currently referred to as 
Great Barford West. The goal will be to 
maintain a close dialogue, and ensure we 
achieve the most beneficial outcome possible. 
This is a great opportunity to inform and shape 
the future of Great Barford to be how we want 
it, and not rely merely on what an external 
body may interpret to be what is required.

The GBNP Section 15 – Aspirations for 
Great Barford, contains a list of potential 
projects that have been identified. To fund 
possible implementation of these, we will be 
able to utilise our share of the Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) that will be gathered 
from new developments. Now we have an 
adopted NP, our share increases from a capped 
15%, to an unrestricted 25% of the CIL that 
BBC apply to any future development in our 
parish. As the name implies, this income must 
be used to provide infrastructure to benefit 
the community. There are rules to what that 
can be, but it offers an opportunity to provide 
a wide range of improvements that are yet to 
be decided.

You will remember the recent archaeology 
digging, seen from Bedford Road, on the GB 
West site in autumn 2021. This was undertaken 
by Albion Archaeology, with a strategy 
agreed through the archaeology advisor from 
the Borough Council. After completion of 
the GB West Archaeology Report, which 
has to be approved by BBC, the GB West 
development team will liaise with BBC on 
creating a Development Brief in-line with the 
requirement of our GB Neighbourhood Plan 
Policy H1. A Development Brief will provide 
a detailed statement of planning policies for 
the site, and its aspirations in terms of uses, 
layout and design principles. This is where our 

GBNP starts to guide and influence the planning 
process.

It is envisaged that there will be some rounds 
of public participation, to consult on early 
Issues and Options for the site, and steer the 
proposed development into the provision of 
what we, as a parish, would like to achieve from 
this opportunity. This will progress to detailing 
a preferred Masterplan for the site and further 
public consultation before any Outline Planning 
application can be submitted.

In the longer term, we should keep a close watch 
on the evolution of the BBC Local Plan, as it 
evolves into the LP2040, its subsequent revisions, 
and if / how these will impact our GBNP. 
Although there is no requirement to review a 
‘made’ Neighbourhood Plan, once adopted it 
becomes part of the Local Plan, and should stay 
relevant to all Local and National policies in place 
at the time. We will monitor the effectiveness of 
the GBNP, and may desire to amend it to stay 
relevant with future change. As the NP is part of 
the LP, any amendment will be under the control 
of BBC with mutual agreement and input from 
GBPC. Periodic reviews are normal practice for 
all NPs.

In the interim period, we need to keep a watching 
brief on the application and implementation of 
all the GBNP Policies and Guidance. 

The GBNP has become a legal part of the 
local planning policies – we should make sure 
it is interpreted as intended; to guard against 
improper development, to improve infrastructure 
and amenities, and to safeguard the heritage of 
our village by sympathetic evolution through 
managed developments. We now have an 
adopted Neighbourhood Plan in place, and have 
the tools in its Policies and supporting Technical 
Guidance to ensure that this happens.
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Willington has been a place for growing and nurturing 
beautiful plants since the 1890s, when the original nursery 

was founded by Isaac Godber, grandfather of one of the 
present partners. Few of today’s Garden Centres can claim 

over 100 years of continuous family involvement. 
 

Frosts at Willington combines the traditional values of high quality, 
value for money and unrivalled service with a commitment to 

excellence in horticulture.

Frosts Garden Centre, Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford, 
MK44 3QP,  Tel: 01234 838777  frostsgardencentres.co.uk

AT WILLINGTON

Barford Bugle - 128.5mm x 190mm.indd   1 13/03/2019   09:55:43
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Whether you agree with the politics and science 
or not, Electric Vehicles are coming, with 
change over being pushed by Governments 
in UK, Europe, and most Western-World 
countries. Even the “gas guzzlers” of the USA 
are becoming extinct.

Are you thinking of getting an Electric Vehicle 
(EV), or perhaps you already have one?

Unless you get a “self charging EV”, or one with 
a “fuel cell” to generate its own power, you are 
going to have to plug it in to an electric power 
source to recharge its battery. And that’s where 
the potential problems start. The infrastructure 
is not there in sufficient quantity and quality yet.

If you have access to off-street charging at home, 
at work, or when shopping, you are laughing. You 
can hook-up to a charging point, and away you 
go; just mind where you trail the cable to avoid 
creating a trip hazard. 

But what if you don’t have off-street parking 
and can only park on the road?  You will, by 
necessity, have to trail your charging lead across 
a public space, be that a verge or footpath. We 
are already seeing extension cables lying across 
footpaths in many places, and in our village too. 
The exposed cable is a potential trip hazard to 
anyone walking across it. Do you really want to 
be held responsible for causing an injury, and 
possibly receive a compensation claim against 
you?

The Highway Code, Rule 239 has a section on EV 
charging: When using an electric vehicle charge 
point, you should park close to the charge point 
and avoid creating a trip hazard for pedestrians 
from trailing cables. Display a warning sign if you 
can. After using the charge point, you should 
return charging cables and connectors neatly to 
minimise the danger to pedestrians and avoid 

creating an obstacle for other road users.

Although this is aimed at public charging points, 
the principle of trailing cables creating trip hazards 
is still applicable to home charging – whether that 
be on a private drive, or on the public highway.

How to charge safely is of paramount importance, 
but this is where Bedford Borough Council is 
lacking in advice. BBC has gained funding for its 
“Connected Kerb Project” to roll out the installation 
of residents’ charging points around certain parts 
of urban Bedford, but have not addressed the issue 
of street charging outside your own home beyond 
those limited areas. New build developments will 
have to provide the “at home” infrastructure for 
dwellings and community facilities. This is written 
in to the Local Plan and our Neighbourhood Plan, 
but that doesn’t help existing properties.

Central Bedfordshire Council has been more 
forward thinking, and running an “on-street electric 
vehicle charging pilot” scheme. This involves having 
a “covered gully” installed into the pavement, so 
you can run a cable from house to car below the 
pavement surface.

Many UK Councils recommend “cable protectors” 
which are commonly used on building sites and 
cost around £30. In the long term, these cable cover 
/ protectors don’t eliminate the trip hazard, but 
offer a mitigation of risk. If you have to perform on-
street charging, we strongly suggest you consider 
using such a device, and remove it when not in use.

ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING 
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EMERGENCY FLOOD PLAN

Back in December 2020 we saw some 
very high river levels on the Great Ouse. 
Fortunately, no houses reported flooding 
but it was a close thing for some. High Street 
was flooded and diversions had to be put in 
place.  Had there been a little more rain things 
could have been much worse.

The Parish Council has been in discussion 
with Bedford Borough concerning producing 
an Emergency Flood Plan for the village.  This 
plan looks at the ‘at risk’ areas of the village.  
Historically this is an area from the top of 
Green End Road down through the village to 
the river, essentially following the course of 

The Brook, and along with the area adjacent 
to The Great Ouse itself.

Our Plan involves identifying six at risk 
zones as shown below:
Bedford Borough will give us some limited 
resources so that in the we can ‘make a start’ 
before more serious support arrives.

Our hope is to have a small group of volunteers 
who have a role in our flood preparedness.  
This will range from being our ‘eyes and ears’ 
– identifying and potential issues (blocked 
ditches etc), being aware of which residents 
and which properties might benefit from 
extra help if flooding occurs.  Liaising with the 
emergency services if ever needed.  There is 
no suggestion that any volunteer should ever 
be asked to put themselves in any danger.

We don’t anticipate this group ever having to 
be used, but it makes sense to have in place 
something just in case.

If you’re interested in 
volunteering 
please email 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 
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GREAT BARFORD WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

Great Barford W.I.  opened in 1952 and has 
flourished ever since. The meetings used to 
be held in the old Village Hall on Silver Street, 
transferring to the new Hall in Fisher’s Close 
in 1995.  Our home since 2016 has been at 
the Bowls’ Club. We kept in touch during the 
pandemic by holding Zoom meetings, and 
going for walks in small groups. 

We re-started our regular meetings last 
August. We meet on the second Tuesday 
of the month, in the evening.  At a typical 
meeting we will have a short business 
meeting, followed by a talk by an invited 
speaker.  Recent topics have been Garden 
design at National Trust properties, the Magic 
of Morocco and a Musical entertainment. 
We also enjoy activities - in recent years we 
have taken part in Bowling, Petanque and 
Kurling. This year our talks will include Bedford 
Hospital Radio, The Churches of Bedfordshire 
and the Old Warden Vineyard.  After the talk, 
we enjoy tea or coffee and cake, and time to 
chat.

As part of the Bedfordshire Federation of 
W.I.s, our members can attend many events 
and outings organised at County level, for 
example Cheese and Wine evenings, Treasure 
Hunts, Craft fairs and London concerts. We 
also organise regular outings and theatre visits 
of our own.  Last summer we visited Luton 
Hoo walled garden and Emmaus Village, 
Carlton. We attended Christmas shows at 
The Mill Theatre in Sharnbrook, and the Place 
theatre in Bedford. This year we hope to visit 
the Panacea Museum, Kathy Brown’s garden 
and Bletchley Park. 
 
A popular addition to our programme in 
recent years has been the W.I. walks.  We 
meet twice a month and do a country walk 
for an hour, finishing with coffee at a nearby 
café. We would welcome new members to 
join us at Great Barford W.I.  We can offer a 
chance to socialise, be inspired by interesting 
speakers, and to get out and about in the 
company of others.

For more information, 
please contact us at: 

greatbarfordwi@yahoo.com
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could you 
foster?

we urgently need
foster carers
in your area

Call us on 0800 389 0143

Visit us at www.nexusfostering.co.uk

We can help you to provide a young 
person with a stable, secure home.
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Introducing the Anne Robson Helpline - 

If you or someone close to you is dying, you can talk to us.
At the Anne Robson Trust we aim to be there to listen to anyone who is struggling 
with the imminent death of someone they care about. We know that facing the 
end of life can leave you isolated and alone. 

Calls are free and confidential – Call us on 0808 801 0688
Being able to access support whilst a loved one is dying is really important for a 
number of reasons. Gaining knowledge of what may happen towards the end and 
having a sense of ‘preparedness’ helps both the person dying and their family gain 
as much control as possible.

Please visit www.annerobsontrust.org.uk/helpline-service 
to find out more.

New defibrillators are due to be 
installed at the village hall and 
village green.

The Parish Council will be organising 
an online zoom defibrillator 
training course. 

If any residents or local organisations would like to join the online 
training please contact the Clerk directly for more information.

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
(01234) 870 245

DEFIBRILLATOR 
TRAINING 
COURSE 



40  thebarfordbugle                                                                                                                      Spring 2022  

1. Brook Bridge Roxton Rd
2. Sustainable Drainage System Woodpecker

1.

2.

Where am I?

B
U
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E

1. Bulgaria
2. Top Gun 
3. Sett 
4. Big Daddy
5. Culture Club
6. Suffolk

7. Zulu
8. Leek
9. Iran
10. Giant panda
11. Gordon Brown
12. Ivel

ANSWERS
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Great  Barford  Village  Hall

For Bookings and to check availability:
www.greatbarfordvh.org

Alternatively please call:
Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with ample free 
parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and is the ideal venue 
for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service and 
competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villagers and their guests to sample 
our hospitality.

If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular group we 
would love to hear from you using either of the two contact opportunities above and we can 
always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

Follow us on Facebook, for up to date inform

Great  Barford  Village  HallGreat  Barford  Village  Hall

Great Barford Village

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA. 
A Registered Charity Number 300035

For Bookings and to check availability:

Website: www.greatbarfordvh.org

Alternatively please call:

Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with 
ample free parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and 
is the ideal venue for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service 
and competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villages and their 
guests to sample our hospitality.

If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular 
group we would love to hear from you using either of the two contact opportunities 
above and we can always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

  Follow us on Facebook, for up to date information

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA.
A Registered Charity Number 300035
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The Great Barford Village Hall is managed by a voluntary Committee, and we would 
like new members.  Are you able to give some time to helping run this community 
facility? If so, please contact James Hetherington, Chairman, at r67jlh@outlook.com. 

We have regular week day classes, as follows:

Mondays: Boot Camp with Conor Inskip  7.00pm to 8pm
  Burlexercise with Lian Longlands  8.00pm to 9.00pm

Tuesdays: Tots & Teenies with Sid Smith  9.45am to 11.15am
  Kids Taekwondo with Paul O’Brien  4.30pm to 6.30pm
  Parish Council Meetings (1st and 3rd)  From 7.30pm

Wednesdays: Personal Trainer Sam Moss   5.30pm to 6.30pm
  Guides with Liz Spurling/Jo Nicholls  7.00pm to 8.30pm

Thursdays: Over 60’s Keep Fit with Conor Inskip  10.00am to 11.00am
  Slimming World with Jen Menton  5.00pm to 7.30pm

Fridays:  Boot Camp with Conor Inskip  8.30am to 9.30am
  Dance Fitness with Jennie Taylor  10.00am to 11.00am
Saturdays: Personal Trainer Sam Moss   10.00am to 11.00am

The Bar is open to the community on most Friday evenings from 7.30-11.30pm
We have a wide range of drinks competitively priced.

In the main hall  Family Friday (1st)     from 6.00pm to 9.00pm
  Swingsters Freestyle Dance (2nd)   from 8.00pm to 11.00pm 

BOOKINGS 
Check our website greatbarfordvh.org and use the form to make an enquiry.
We have weekday availability for new classes and activities. For parties and events, hire 
charges are generally £18/hr and £25/hr with the bar.
Check the Diary on the website for confirmed bookings.  Get in touch to arrange a viewing 
and discussion of your event with our Bookings Secretary, Louise Geary on 01234 870443 
or 07974 816880.

THE BAR 
Is managed by Darren and Lisa Dynes.  We need more serving staff for the parties and 
events that are booked throughout the year, as well as for the community open Fridays.   
Can you help?  Call Darren (07773 870780) or Lisa (07791 705358) for further details.

Where am I?
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LOCAL GP'S SURGERY & WALK-IN CENTRES

Non Registered Patients 
Opening Hours
(outside these hours, patients are advised to 
contact their own registered GP) 
Monday to Friday 
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00
Saturday & Sunday 
09:00 - 16:00

            St Neots 
       Health Centre
       24 Moores Walk
       St Neots
       PE19 1AG

       01480 219 317   
     

        Putnoe 
       Medical Centre
       93 Queens Drive
       Putnoe
       Bedford
       MK41 9LE

       01234 319992

Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 8:00am – 2:00pm
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays: 
8:00 – 5:00pm

7 days a week 
365 days a year

To advertise in the Barford Bugle 
please contact the Parish Clerk at 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Prices for advertising in the Barford Bugle for four consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

T H E  B U G L E  I S  P R I N T E D  B Y www.bespokemedia.org         
t. 01234 720105           

m. 07879 403538

      THE SURGERY
        16 Silver Street
        Great Barford
        MK44 3HX

       01234 870 325 

       0845 8500734 Out of Hours

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday   
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

Telephone Monday to Friday  
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30

bespokemedia
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REPORTING FAULTS

If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of Bedford 
Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:

Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including signage, 
report to the Highways Helpdesk:

01234  718003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk

Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning, flytipping, 
waste collection and graffiti contact:

01234 718060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk

Dog Warden contact:

01234 718009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please contact the 
Borough Council and they will advise 
you as to which department can help.
01234  267 422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the specific 
services of the Borough Council and contact details:

www.bedford.gov.uk

If you see a faulty streetlight with a PC 
number please report it to the 

Parish Clerk. 

For any faults or issues with the 
graveyard, village green, playing field, 

jubilee play area, allotments or areas of 
open space please contact the 

Parish Clerk.

If you are not sure who is responsible or 
if you need help or advice with reporting 
items please contact the Parish Clerk on: 

01234 870245 or 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk   
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call  us now  for a free,  no obligation quotation!

 The Bobby Scheme
Can the Bobby Scheme help you? 

The Bobby Scheme is a local charity that provides a free service to over 65s 
and the vulnerable by improving their home security to reduce crime and the 
fear of crime. 

The Bobby men are trained lock fi tters and crime prevention advisers who off er 
advice, reassurance and fi t a range of security devices to make people feel 
safer in their own home.

The Bobby Scheme has been running since 1997 and has improved or enhanced 
the security of over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire. 

If you would like a visit from the Bobby Scheme 
or know someone who would benefi t 

please call 01234-842619

or visit our website at
www.bedspolicepartnership.org
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THE BOBBY SCHEME 
Can the Bobby Scheme help you? 

The Bobby Scheme is a local charity 
that provides a free service to over 
65s and the vulnerable by improving 
their home security to reduce crime 
and the fear of crime. The Bobby 
men are trained lock fitters and crime 
prevention advisers who offer advice, 
reassurance and fit a range of security 
devices to make people feel safer in 
their own home. The Bobby Scheme 
has been running since 1997 and has 
improved or enhanced the security of 
over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire.

If you would like a visit from the Bobby 
Scheme or know someone who would 
benefit please call.

01234-842619 
or visit our website at 

www.bedspolicepartnership.org

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE

PLEASE KEEP UP TO DATE 
WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
GUIDELINES RELATING 

TO COVID19.

LATEST INFORMATION 
CAN BE FOUND AT

 
https://www.gov.uk/

coronavirus


