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A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated 
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance + Tree Felling
and Tree Care + Sectional Dismantling

+ Crown Reduction/Thinning + Dead Wood Removed
+ Hedges Reduced and Trimmed + Tree Planting
+ Fruit Tree Pruning + Member of the Royal
+ Fully insured and Skilled Arborist Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote

Telephone: 01234 828895 Mobile: 07949 368374
Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk www.treespecific.co.uk
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Councillors

Contributions for
 the next Issue of

 The Bugle 

should be sent to the 
Parish Clerk before 

Monday 
2nd August

Submit Your Photo!

The Bugle Committee is always looking for seasonal 
photographs from around the village to place on 
the cover of the Bugle. If you would like to submit 
a photograph, please contact the Clerk at:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

D I  A M E S 

J O N  D I G W E E D

D U N C A N  E D G A R 

D E R R I C K  F O L B I G G

D A V I D  G A R R A R D

A N N  L O V E S E Y  M B E 

G R A H A M  P E N D R E Y

S T U A R T  S O U T H A L L 

P E T E R  W A R D 

T I M  W O O D 

01234 870245 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
www.greatbarford.org.uk

an answerphone is available if calling 
outside of the office hours.  

Great Barford Parish Council

Office Opening Times:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday  
09.00am to 12.30pm

(subject to change due to training, 
Council commitments and holiday)
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Chair's  Report 

East West Rail
A major concern right now 
is East West Rail, and the 
extremely worrying potential 
to devastatingly impact on 
our community. The alarming 
possible route alignments 
through the north of the 

parish have recently been announced. 

Going back to the beginning of 2020, Great 
Barford Parish Council has been involve with 
the consortium of “North Beds Councils 
Against Route E” (NBCARE), that has sought 
representations with Government Ministers, the 
Bedford Mayor, Bedford Planning Officers and 
EWR, to seek transparency in the EWR route costs 
and decision making, with a view to reversing the 
choice of the Route E corridor in favour of a route 
south of Bedford, that would be cheaper and 
more ecologically friendly. But it has been a series 
of non-committal responses, with all parties saying 
that previously published material and public 
consultations have shown favour in, and led to the 
choice of the Route E corridor, and firmly putting 
responsibility with EWR Co.

NBCARE has now merged with the campaign led by 
“Bedford For A Re Consultation” (BFARe) group.
The BFARe seem to be able to generate more 
influential weight, and if you are not already, we 
would suggest you make contact/join them: 
https://bfare.org.uk/  to understand, and 
perhaps help the campaign.

Of the five different emerging Alignments within 
the Route E corridor, it would appear three are 

close but north of the parish boundary, however, 
two (Alignments 8 & 9) would cross Birchfield Road. 
To feed Bedford Midland, St Neots and Camborne 
North, EWR’s emerging preference is for Alignment 
1 or 9.

It is difficult to know what to suggest, all Parish 
Council questions and pressure has been rebuffed 
up to now, so we believe our best option is 
involvement with BFARe, to at least challenge 
what EWR call “Route Alignments 8 or 9”, to prefer 
“Route Alignment 1” to the north of the parish. The 
fight to re-consult all original route corridors has 
not been given up. We would prefer a route south 
of Bedford, close to the old “Varsity Line” that fell 
to the Beeching Cuts. BFARe are now collecting 
funds to pay for legal advice, and seek a judicial 
review of the route selection process.

Meanwhile the Parish Council has formed a close 
relationship with the Residents’ Group, to collate 
and distribute relevant information from various 
official published sources, to help inform all our 
residents, and encourage everyone to get involved 
with the EWR process. The Great Barford Parish 
Council facebook and website will continue to 
host information as it becomes available, and the 
strengthening poster/information campaign is 
increasing pace.

We strongly recommend all representative bodies 
and individuals to make their own submissions 
direct to EWR during all consultations. Cut-n-Paste 
copies, and single representations with multiple 
signatures seem to be viewed with less weight, the 
more individual voices that are heard, the better. 

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh – 
10 June 1921 to 09 April 2021
Following announcement of the death of HRH The 
Duke of Edinburgh, we followed protocol, with a 
period of State Mourning. 
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Chair's  Report 

During his illustrious achievements, Prince Philip 
drew enormous respect for his equestrian events, 
and being patron, president or member of many 
hundreds of organisations. One of the most 
famous being The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, a 
self improvement programme for young people.

He was a great advocate of British industry, and 
performed countless official openings. He will also 
be remembered for his bright wit, and sometimes 
controversial quotes. I remember having the 
honour of meeting him at a 50th commemoration 
of the place I worked in 2002. Prince Philip had 
previously opened the place to start business in 
1956, four years after the business was incorporated, 
and building work had commenced. He remarked 
that he recalled opening the place, but found it 
intriguing that the mathematicians and scientists 
there, counted the conception period in the 50 
year celebration.

A great man, whose loss will be deeply felt by Her 
Majesty the Queen, the rest of the Royal Family, 
and the Nation as a whole.

Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan has recently been 
submitted to the Borough Council. They then set 
up the Regulation 16 Pre Examination consultation, 
which has now completed. The next stage is 
to have an external examiner review the Plan; a 
process that started on 25 May.

You can see more in the full Neighbourhood 
Plan update elsewhere in this issue.

Local Plan
The Bedford Local Plan 2030 was adopted in 
January 2020, but had a condition that it would 
have to go through an early review. The next Local 
Plan needs to be submitted by January 2023.

The process was started with an Issues and 
Options consultation, from July to September last 
year, on how much growth and where, over a plan 
period to 2040. The next stage is for a Local Plan 
consultation, scheduled to start at the end of June 
2021. Provisional dates for the consultation are 28 
June to 03 September 2021; almost 10 weeks. 

At the time of writing, the content of the proposal 
is not known, but it will include the Borough’s 
growth strategy to accommodate many thousands 
of more homes.

The Government is committed to the Oxford to 
Cambridge Arc and an ambition to create 1,000,000 
(one million) new homes across that area by 2050. 
Integral to the Arc is the East West Rail and other 
transport policies. We are only just becoming 
aware of EWR and its potential horrific implication 
to Great Barford, so it is vital that people comment 
on the Bedford Local Plan.

Don’t ignore the Bedford Local Plan consultation, 
I urge you to get involved, and make your voice 
heard. This may be your last chance to vote against 
additional damaging development in our area.

Village Green
Because of the litter problems caused by excess 
visitor numbers to the Village Green and River 
last year, we decided to make a change to the 
litter bins. We have now 
installed two wheelie 
bins, in nice wooden 
enclosures, to increase 
rubbish holding capacity.
We will monitor the 
visitor usage this year, 
and review the situation 
at the end of summer. 
Hopefully Covid restrictions will be lifted, people 
will no-longer be furloughed with too much free 
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Officer, and notices were posted inviting a request 
to fill the post by a local election. There were no 
requests, so we then followed the procedure to fill 
the Casual Vacancy by Co-Option. 

We advertised for anyone interested, to fill in 
an application form. Five people did, so having 
considered information on each candidate, we 
selected the most appropriate by a vote at the 
March meeting of the Parish Council. 

I am very happy to report that Jon Digweed was 
selected to become a Parish Councillor. From May, 
Jon was formally allocated to be a representative 
on two of our Committees, as well as sit at Full 
Council. With Jon’s local knowledge and experience, 
I’m sure he will become a valued member of the 
Council, which is a step up from his previous role 
as a Resident Member of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee.

Unfortunately, at the beginning of April, we had 
another Parish Councillor decide to resign their 
position. This time, long standing Councillor and 
previous Chair, James Rudgley, decided he wanted 
to dedicate more time to his family, so tendered 
his resignation. We offer a warm thank you to Jim, 
for his years of dedicated service, and wish you 
well in your future endeavours.

This means we have started the vacancy filling 
process again. As before, the Returning Officer 
was informed, and again the invite to elect was 
not invoked, so we are following Co-Option, with 
an invite to register interest by 07 June 2021. We 
then hope to complete the process at the Full 
Council meeting on 22 June 2021. With the print 
and distribution schedule for the Bugle, that means 
we should have a new Parish Councillor by the time 
you read this. I can report more next time.

Chair's  Report 

time, and our little beauty spot won’t attract so 
much attention. 

But just in case, we are still going ahead with 
yellow line no-parking restriction on the entrance 
to Woodpecker Close – the area where we are 
currently deploying cones as a temporary measure.

After summer, the usage of all the bins on the 
Village Green will be reassessed, with the possibility 
that the new bins may make the existing black 
“Plaza” bins redundant. We can also review the dog 
waste bin, and consider whether to continue its 
use, its position, or delete it, as the Borough now 
regards it practical to dispose of bagged dog waste 
in normal litter bins.

Safety Rail
The Public Footpath from the Village Green to the 
weir has always had a potential hazard, just after 
the footbridge across the entrance to the private 
lagoon, where the river bank is very close to the 
path as it turns a corner. After a long time of 
promising, the Borough has finally erected a new 
section of wooden fence, between the footbridge 
steel railing and the previous wooden fence. 

Casual Vacancy 2
As reported last time, January saw one of our 
Parish Councillors, Noreen Byrne, decide to resign, 
to enable her to follow another worthy cause. 
We informed the Borough’s Electoral Returning 
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Borough  Report 

East West Rail
The current consultation gives an opportunity 
to argue against the more southerly of the two 
route options as it will harm the setting of the 
village, be visually grossly intrusive and directly 
harm several families by running too close to 
their houses. The campaigning group BFARe, in 
which the Parish Council is very active both in 
opposition to both of the route options chosen 
and in calling for a fresh consultation to consider 
less damaging alternatives. It has several highly 
competent campaigners able to identify the many 
shortcomings and ill-considered assumptions that 
underlie the choice of route E. The campaign will 
not end with the consultation period in June but 
it is important that as many residents as possible 
respond to the consultation; guidance on how best 
to deal with the pejorative range of questions is on 
both the BFARe and CPRE websites.

My colleague, PMMB, and I wrote to EWR over four 
weeks ago urging an extension of the consultation 
period not least because it fell short of the Govt 
guidelines which stipulate 12 weeks minimum 
and not during an election period. We have also 
pointed out that to extend it would permit greater 
awareness and public involvement following the 
lifting of Covid restrictions. We are still waiting for 
a response.

The Borough Council have now agreed to hold a 
special meeting on June 2nd, to discuss the issue. 
Unfortunately, the local Covid problem has forced 
it to be yet another virtual meeting but it is still 
important that all areas are represented and the 
Council is made aware of the strength of feeling 
from those harmed by the route.

Planning
At the time of writing the details of the new 
Planning Bill, which was referred to in the Queen’s 
Speech, has not been published. I opposed the 
majority of it last year when responding to the 
White Paper and will be surprised if it has changed 
sufficiently to make it supportable. One fact alone 
is sufficient to undermine the case for it; we are 
told it is needed because current planning rules are 
preventing houses being built but there are about 
1m sites with planning permission nationally that are 
waiting for the builders to build and in Bedford the 
existing permissions are over 4000 with another 
5000 committed; ie almost 10 years supply. There 
is little doubt that it will reduce community input 
into planning and increase the power of the major 
housebuilders.

Litter
Litter and fly-tipping have increased significantly 
over the last year right across the borough. Each 
parish has areas where it happens continuously. 
I am in regular contact with the relevant officer 
about it and he has been good at responding by 
clearing up the worst cases but it is difficult to 
know how to combat it. The Borough is devoting 
considerable resources to dealing with the problem 
and will issue fines where the waste can be traced 
so it is important to report it as soon as possible 
on 01234 718060.

Ward Funds
We would urge Great Barford’s community groups 
to make an early application. It can cover capital 
or one-off expenditures such as village, church or 
chapel hall improvements, school equipment or 
indeed anything else from which the community 
or a significant part of it will benefit.
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School Competition Winners 
Keep our Village Green Tidy Poster 

Fatima
Swans Class

Daniel
Swans Class
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During the first lockdown 
residents created a pebble 
‘Covid Snake’, by the green in 
the centre of Willoughby Close. 

The Parish Council has been 
asked to help with finding a 

permanent home for the 
Covid Snake.

One suggestion has been to 
install a tree bench on the 

central Willoughby Close green 
with the pebbles cemented in 

around it.  

Covid Snakes were created 
all over the country during 

the lockdown. Here are some 
examples of what other 

communities have done to 
make a permanent display.

                      The  Great    Barford  Covid  Snake

We would love to know what residents think of these 
ideas or if they have any other ideas about how and where 
to display the Covid Snake.

Please email clerk@greatbarford.org.uk with your thoughts, 
comments and ideas by the 2nd July 2021.  The Parish 
Council Parks and Open Spaces Committee can then discuss 
all the ideas and comments at its meeting in July.

Consultation
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From Our Village Agent  
As life returns to normal there may be problems you now need to 
sort out. Our Village Agent, Teresa Moon, is here to help older 
people in Bedford Borough villages to access the services and 
support they might need. Her services are free and she can visit 
you at home. Just call  Freephone 0800 039 1234.  

Do You Need Help with Transport? 
Bus Pass Applications 
Do you need help to apply for or renew a bus pass? I’m happy to assist. 
Do you struggle with mobility? 
You might be eligible for a Blue Badge - I can help you to fill in the application form. 
Door to Door Transport in Bedford Borough 

• Do you struggle to get on a bus? Did you know that the Door2Door minibus 
service will collect you from home, and has facilities to take wheelchairs and 
mobility scooters using a tail lift? 

• A subscription costs £30 for the first year and £20 annually thereafter | (Minimum 
charge per journey £3.00) 

• The minibuses operate between 9:15am to 4:15pm, weekdays only. You need to 
book your journey two days ahead – or earlier for health-related appointments. 

• Did you know that you can sign up for Door2Door without giving up your bus pass? 
• Call the Door2Door admin number (01234) 834933 for more details. 

Do you need access to Disabled Toilets? 
Some disabled toilets can only be used by people who have a special RADAR key.  If this 
would be helpful to you, I can provide one. 
Are you eligible for Pension Credit? 
The minimum income that people over State Pension age should be receiving is £177.10 
if you live alone, or £270.30 for a couple.  Ask me for a confidential review of your 
finances if you think your income might fall below this amount.  
Are you struggling with debt? Help is at hand. 
St Andrews Church Bedford run a highly recommended Money Advice Service in 
Bedford.  To contact them, just call 07599 618602, 
Would a helpful gadget make your life easier? 
We have a range of handy gadgets to distribute free of charge to people who may be 
struggling to manage, including a jar opener; button hook and zip puller; automatic night 
light; ‘Good Grips’ potato peeler; digital room thermometer; handy reacher; extra-long 
shoe horn or seat belt helper. Just call and ask for the item you would like.  

Contact our Village Agent on Freephone 0800 039 1234 
(This is an answerphone service, so please be ready to leave your name, address & telephone 

number, & we will aim to call you back within 48 hours.) 
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Willington has been a place for growing and nurturing 
beautiful plants since the 1890s, when the original nursery 

was founded by Isaac Godber, grandfather of one of the 
present partners. Few of today’s Garden Centres can claim 

over 100 years of continuous family involvement. 
 

Frosts at Willington combines the traditional values of high quality, 
value for money and unrivalled service with a commitment to 

excellence in horticulture.

Frosts Garden Centre, Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford, 
MK44 3QP,  Tel: 01234 838777  frostsgardencentres.co.uk

AT WILLINGTON

Barford Bugle - 128.5mm x 190mm.indd   1 13/03/2019   09:55:43
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Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter 

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5. 

C o n ta c t  N i cc i  :  0 7 9 7 0 1 1 4 0 3 0 

TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL

GREAT BARFORD NURSERY  
Places Available now  

A centre of excellence for teaching and learning 

 
Please contact the school office for more information  

 

Come and see our nursery and join in some  
activities with our early years staff 

 

Great Barford Primary Academy 
 Silver Street 
Great Barford MK44 3JU 
Tel: 01234 870342            E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk 
W: www.gbpa.org.uk 

Autumn  2020                                                                                                        thebarfordbugle 13

Due to Covid19 we are not open but plan to reopen as soon as possible
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Neighbourhood Plan

Neighbourhood Plan Update
After the Regulation 14 Pre-Submission Public 
Consultation, held over the Christmas / New 
Year period, all the responses were collated, and 
added to the Consultation Statement document. 
We reviewed all representations received and 
considered their comments, as recorded in 
the Consultation Statement. The feedback did 
highlight some issues, and the points raised were 
resolved by a few amendments to some Supporting 
Documents and the Plan itself. The Policies remain, 
but have been reinforced, to emphasise certain 
areas, and address concern of visual impact and 
flooding. References to source material were also 
added, to more clearly show the evidence trail.

With all our documents brought up to their 
final draft state, the Neighbourhood Plan was 
recommended to the Full Parish Council at the 
March meeting, and that it should be submitted to 
Bedford Borough Council (BBC). The motion was 
agreed.

In accordance with Regulation 15 of the 
Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 
2012, Great Barford Parish Council submitted the 
Neighbourhood Plan to Bedford Borough Council.

The documents were checked for completeness 
and uploaded to the BBC website Neighbourhood 
Plan page to start the Regulation 16, Pre-Examination 
Public Consultation. Documents could be viewed 
online, from links on the page at  https://
www.bedford.gov.uk/planning-and-building/
planning-policy-its-purpose/neighbourhood-
planning/  and hard copy was made available at 
the Great Barford Post Office and General Store. 
The Consultation began on 01 April 2021, and ran 
until 16 May 2021.

Following the Reg 16 Consultation, BBC compiled 
all the comments, and added them to their website 

page. An independent external examination has 
now commenced, from 25 May 2021.

BBC had previously provided a list of available 
examiners with their profiles and experience, and 
asked for us to choose a preferred examiner. We 
chose Wendy Burden, who has previous experience 
of other Neighbourhood Plans in Bedford Borough, 
and will now have a significant working knowledge 
of the BBC Local Plan 2030.

The examiner will review the Neighbourhood Plan, 
and provide a report. This may lead to some more 
amendments.

The procedure is to ensure the Neighbourhood 
Plan meets all Basic Conditions of:

• Having regard to National Policies 
and advice contained in guidance issued by the 
Secretary of State, it is appropriate to make 
the neighbourhood development plan;

• The making of the neighbourhood 
development plan contributes to the 
achievement of sustainable development;

• The making of the neighbourhood 
development plan is in general conformity 
with the strategic policies contained in the 
development plan for the area of the authority 
(or any part of that area);

• The making of the neighbourhood 
development plan does not breach, and is 
otherwise compatible with EU obligations.

Once declared sound, BBC can take the 
Neighbourhood Plan to a Referendum of the 
local electorate.
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YOUR BUSINESS IN 

THE BUGLE?LOOKING TO 

ADVERTISE

The Bugle is quality magazine, compiled quarterly 
and distributed to all residents within Great Barford.

If you would like to reserve a space for our 
Winter edition please contact the Clerk 
for more details on:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

or call 01234 870245

Prices for advertising in 
the Barford Bugle for four 
consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

Photos courtesy of Heather Chadwick
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www.selecttravelholidays.co.uk01234 326778
sales@selecttravelholidays.co.uk BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE 

ABTA & ATOL protected 

Home of Cruise Select
24 Mill Street, Bedford

PROUD TO BE AWARDED
AS ONE OF THE UK & IRELAND’S

PROUD TO BE AWARDED
AS ONE OF THE UK & IRELAND’S

On sale from June 2021 - 
Be the first to find out more by contacting our cruise 

specialists

Discover a new British Cruise 
Line for a new Cruising era

Launching Spring 2022, Ambassador Cruise Line’s new ship Ambience will 
offer a carefully curated no-fly cruise programme from Tilbury, visiting 88 

different ports on 33 sailings, and will focus on delivering premium-value & 
classic cruising.

British Isles

Norwegian Fjords Cuba & the Caribbean

Cape Verde
Scandinavia

Canaries

Baltics & St Petersburg

Arctic, Greenland & Iceland
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bugle
1. American's call it "kerosene", 

what do we call it?

2. Including the cue ball, how many 

balls are on the table at the start of a 

snooker game?

3. For which name is Lesley Hornby better known?

4. Which country is responsible for the Isle of Madeira?

5. Which Englishman wrote the Canterbury Tales?

6. "Which two countries compete for "The Ashes"?

7. Murray Walker was a comentatot on which sport?

8. Which book for driving advice was first published in 1931?

9. Prince William and Kate have which Royal titles? 

10. Which planet is second nearest to the sun?

11. A German Shepherd dog is also known by which other name?

12. By what is de compression sickness  suffered by divers known?

Answers on page 28
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@Roxton Garden Centre
MK44 3DY

Freshly harvested vegetables and 
fruit; Locally grown or made;

everything in Season.
Open Wednesday-Sunday.

We stock fresh milk.
Best Quality, Best Prices

blackcatfarmshop@btinternet.com
Phone: 07522 559010

Auction Sales & Valuations
Valuation, collection and auction service  
of individual items through to complete 
property and commercial clearances. 

 Call for a free no obligation quote or  
email info@peacockauction.co.uk 

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED 

01234  
266366

Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way,
Bedford, MK42 0PE
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Willoughby Close Community Orchard

A resident has approached the Parish Council with the idea 
of creating a wildflower meadow in the Willoughby Close 
Community Orchard.  

The Parish Council is keen to hear the thoughts and views of 
residents about this idea.

The Parish Council would also like to hear any suggestions/ideas 
on how the Community Orchard can be improved.

Please email 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 

with your thoughts, 
comments and suggestions 

by the 2nd July 2021.  

The Parish Council Parks and 
Open Spaces Committee can 
then discuss all the ideas and 
comments at its meeting in July.

Consultation
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East West Rail Routing

Since the generally regarded as poorly promoted 
original EWR Route Selection Consultation; the 
goal posts have moved, new details have emerged, 
and masses of people have only recently become 
aware of potentially huge negative impacts 
presented by the various route corridors, and the 
now more refined track alignment options. The 
previous technically challenged, expensive and 
unrealistic route option, suddenly becomes the 
primary “choice”. Why?

Bedford Borough Council had not fully revealed 
why they want EWR to pass through Bedford 
Midland Mainline Station. They have a prime 
interest in redeveloping the town, and had made 
a bid for a nearly £25 million grant from the 
Central Government Towns Fund. See BBC website 
page: https://www.bedford.gov.uk/business/
invest-in-bedford/projects-infrastructure/the-
towns-fund/  This application is at the core of 
the Bedford Town Investment Plan (Town Deal); 
that proposes around £13 million to redevelop the 
Station Quarter and facelift Midland Road. It is 
critical to attract EWR connectivity at the Midland 
Mainline Station to help realise this proposition. 
The Towns Fund scheme is about deprived urban 
area regeneration, skills & enterprise infrastructure 
and connectivity, not investment for privileged 
town outskirts or rural areas, so development of 

a southern hub would be considered outside the 
allowed Towns Fund development area. Without 
gaining EWR services at Midland Station, the 
Town Investment Plan would not make economic 
sense. See also the BBC website page for East 
West Rail Connection: https://www.bedford.gov.
uk/parking-roads-and-travel/strategies-and-
projects/east-west-rail-connection/

Budget News on 03 March https://www.gov.
uk/government/publications/towns-fund-
recipients-march-2021/towns-fund-recipients-
march-2021  showed Bedford was not included in 
the initial list of 45 successful recipients out of 101 
applications submitted for Town Investment Plan 
funding. However, further tranches have followed, 
and another 30 towns were announced on 08 
June https://www.gov.uk/government/news/
thirty-towns-to-share-725-million-to-help-
communities-build-back-better  with Bedford 
being awarded funding of £22.6 million. To date, 
this means 83 Towns Deals have now being agreed. 
The Towns Fund website https://townsfund.org.
uk/towns-overview  has more information and 
shows Bedford in the set of “Cohort 2 Towns”, with 
a timeline for delivery.

Covid has changed lifestyles, with working culture 
now seeing a greater norm for people working from 
home; will this continue, and will there even be a 
need for an east-west passenger rail service?  Or 
was it always primarily part of a freight distribution 
network?

Other Local Authorities have seriously weighted 
EWR route choice elsewhere – Cambourne wants a 
service at a north station; Bassingbourn didn’t want 
it, as it would not fit with their development plans; 
and Wimpole Hall made strong representations 
against as well. So to feed Bedford Midland 
Mainline Station, and a Northern Cambourne 

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL

 

What is East West Rail? 
East West Rail are building a railway line between Oxford and Cambridge. 

The line is being built in stages and the section from Oxford to Bicester 
Village is already in use.  Work is planned to start on the Bedford to 
Cambridge section in 2025 and open in 2030. 

The purpose of EWR is to “open up new sites for development, improving 
the supply of accessible and developable land and supporting the delivery 
of new homes.”1 
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East West Rail Routing

Station, the route “options” were always severely 
constrained – there was only ever likely to be ONE 
“option”, that of ROUTE E.

Although the interdependence of attracting EWR 
to make the Town Deal work has been evolving 
over many years, the reality is only just breaking 
light – See above. 

EWR information on the existing track west of 
Bedford is quite comprehensive, but not so for 
discussion of new track needed east of Bedford. 
There also has to be a reason why there is so little 
detailed information about the rural impact of 
routes between Bedford and the St Neots area. 
Could it simply be that it will all be new?  or is it a 
legacy of the northern routes originally not being 
considered viable, as suggested by material at 
earlier consultations?

EWR passing through Bedford, rather than an in/
out southern route, is part of the regeneration plan 
for Bedford Town, heavily financed through the 
Government Grants Towns Fund scheme. 

Some still believe EWR has little interest in the 
potential adverse effects it may cause the north-
eastern Parishes in the Borough. And expanding 
the station may introduce adverse effects from 
additional road traffic trying to get to the station; 
congestion and air quality should be among 
the key considerations. A Road/Rail transport 
hub to the south of Bedford could allow direct 
interchange of freight, with an in/out, or shuttle 
service into town, to serve passenger access to the 
town for shopping and/or work. St Johns could 
provide walkable links to the Hospital, the Town 
Centre Shopping/Offices and serve the proposed 
South of the River housing/retail development in 
the Kingsway area.
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Industry needs easy access to distribution 
networks; with the manufacturing and warehouse 
growth along the A421 corridor to the southwest of 
Bedford, a sensible growth plan would be to focus 
on the opportunity to link business by Road and 
Rail in this area, using an interconnecting logistics 
hub to the south of town.

Going east, the original alignment of the old Varsity 
Line may not still be available, but offsetting it 
slightly to the south could allow a route across 
essentially flat land, without need for extreme 
lengths of deep cuttings, high embankments and 
viaducts that are necessary for an undulating 
northern route.

There is no doubt that the Bedford to Cambridge 
section of the EWR programme will need new track-
bed. The new track alignment has to go somewhere, 
and it seems the Northern Bedfordshire Parishes 
will have to accept this as part of the east – west 
transport link. We must wait to see which Parishes, 
and exactly where.

Whatever happens, make sure you have a say in 
all future EWR consultations.

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL
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The line is being built in stages and the section from Oxford to Bicester 
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Cambridge section in 2025 and open in 2030. 

The purpose of EWR is to “open up new sites for development, improving 
the supply of accessible and developable land and supporting the delivery 
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School Competition Runners Up
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Keep our Village Green Tidy Poster 
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Great Barford Bowls & Petanque Club

HOW IS THE BOWLS AND PETANQUE CLUB 
GETTING ON WITH THE PRESENT SITUATION?

Bowls and Petanque are two of the few sports 
that should not be particularly affected by the 
restrictions or health risks. They are non-contact 
outdoor activities with small number of regular 
players. Bowls England and Petanque England 
organisations agree. So now we are open and 
actively encouraging new members to join in. 
We still encourage social distancing. As we move 
towards a more relaxed situation you may be 
looking for an activity with a social and health 
component. 

Intrigued? Why not come along and find out about 
it on a Friday at 6 pm. This is when we do roll-ups: A 
chance for practice, socialising (the bar is open and 
kettle on) - “roll-ups” because you (and we) just roll 
up. We will show you the game and coach if you 
require. Just come along and see if the game is for 
you. It doesn’t matter whether you haven’t played 
before. When we started playing, we hadn’t played 
before (if you see what I mean) and some of us still 
play a bit like we haven’t played before! We are a 
great group of people, a superb club (pavilion and 
green), but with mixed bowls success. 

And why not super successful? Numbers. Just 
numbers. Without new members, experienced 
– yes please – but most importantly we need 
beginners (= the experienced players of the future!). 
We have the equipment, coaches, and facilities. We 
have several Friendly games organised. Fortunately, 
all clubs are being cautious and strictly following 
the Sports Organisation advise: Hand sanitiser 
is available and encouraged, and members are 
expected to use the supplied sprays to disinfect 
their equipment and maintaining social distancing. 

The club house is now open for accessing the 
toilets and other essential items. The bar is open 
although we do want everyone to keep social 
distance whilst queueing and being served. 

Friendly matches are ideal chances for new players 
to find out about the sport and improve, and 
for experienced new members to show what 
they can do. Bowls is a unique game because it 
positively encourages teams of three, skipped by 
an experienced player, “number 2” being a good 
player and the “lead” a relatively inexperienced 
player. The Petanque (boules) section also is 
always on the hunt for new members so for more 
information contact us through the website or 
Facebook or call Joe 01234 871723 (for Bowls) and 
about playing Petanque please contact Beryl on 
01767 449116.

There are other activities at the club including 
Yoga, Pilates, and others. We hope that you will find 
something to interest you all. For more information 
see our website at www.greatbarfordbowlsclub.
org.uk and Facebook page www.facebook.com/
Great-Barford-Bowls-Club-927365523974564 or 
call Beryl on 01767 449116. The car park address 
is in Woodpecker Close, MK44 3BG or there is 
pedestrian access through School Lane. 

Please note that our excellent pavilion will 
be available for hire for meetings etc, as soon 
as the rules allow. For details of charges and 
availability please contact our Booking Officer, 
Beryl on 01767 449116. The club’s website also 
contains photographs of the pavilion and further 
information. Over the winter Bill has been working 
hard on the green. Apart from a few treated areas, 
it looks a picture of health. So, we have a superb 
green and surrounds in a super setting.
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Bowl's Report

So how has our club started the season? We are 
set to defend the Brian Taverner Memorial Cup 
again. The Mens East Beds League teams have been 
playing well. The A team beat the B team narrowly 
(following last seasons promotion to the same 
league) and, despite some teething problems, look 
to do well. In the Over 60’s League we struggled 
all last year in Division 1 and were relegated. So far 
this year we have not been remarkably successful, 
but we have come up against some good teams. 
It is early days yet. The Ladies League has always 
struggled to put out a complete team, but new 
players have had a very positive effect, and last 
week we blew away the opposition. However, 
we still need more ladies to join. You will be very 
welcome. 

And I will leave you with this little poem. If you 
know the terms used, you should be playing at 
Great Barford Bowls Club. If you need a translation, 
just put on a pair of flat soled shoes, and come 
down to the Bowls Club on Friday at 6 p.m.: 

Three bowlers stood at the pearly gates,
Their faces were sad and old.
They humbly asked the man at the gate,

Admission to the fold.
“What have you done?”, St. Peter said,
“To gain admission here”.
“Number two’s, sir, we have been
For many a weary year”.
“Our leads nowhere near the jack
And ‘though we draw the shot,
The skip fires straight through the head
And wrecks the blooming lot.”
The gates of Heaven flew open wide,
As St. Peter pressed the bell.
“Come in at once and take a harp,
You’ve had enough of hell!”

Joe Lound-Keast, Publicity
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EWR Report

East West Rail Company are building a railway 
linking Oxford to Cambridge.  “Unlike the other 
sections, Bedford and Cambridge will follow 
a completely new route”.   The line between 
Oxford and Bicester is already in use.  Work is 
planned to start on the Bedford to Cambridge 
section in 2025 and open in 2030.

Between 28th January 2019 and 11th March 2019 
EWR carried out a public consultation on five Route 
Options. (Great Barford Parish Council: Update 
from Borough Councillors Stephen Moon and 
Sheryl Corp - 19th February 2019) three of which 
had potential effects on Great Barford including 
Route E.  Great Barford Councillors attended a 
public consultation hosted by EWR at St Neots on 
11th February 2019 where Route E was shown as the 
most expensive option at “£3.4 billion (2015 prices)”.  
The Great Barford Parish Councillors expressed a 
preference for Route B.

On 30th January 2020 Route E was announced 
as the Preferred Route Option (the minutes 
of February 2020 Great Barford Parish Council 
Meeting Borough Councillors’ Report Appendix 
1 announced an event for residents at Great 
Barford Village Hall on Saturday 7th March 2020 
11:30 to 3:00pm).  EWR claimed Route E “the most 
popular and the best value for money and the 
best environmental outcomes”.  Between the 
first consultation and the announcement of the 
Preferred Route Option E the costs of the Route 
Options mysteriously changed; Route A while still 
the cheapest had increased by 80% to £3.6 billion, 
Route E only increased by 9% to £3.7 billion, while 
Route B increased by 50% to £3.9 billion.  On 
closer analysis of the figures the reason for the 
change was because East West Rail’s design criteria 
changed from the original Network Rail standards 

“that accommodates all types of rail freight” to EWR 
Co own standard based on a speed requirement for a 
passenger service of 100mph.  It is not clear whether 
these criteria were applied to all the Route Options 
or just to Route E to make it more affordable.  A 
subsequent meeting with East West Rail planned for 
15 April 2020 had to be cancelled because of the first 
COVID-19 lock down.

East West Rail’s second non-statutory consultation 
on five Route Alignment Options was held from 31st 
March 2021 to 9th June 2021.  Route 8 (Yellow) and 
9 (Purple) directly effect Great Barford.  EWR have 
stated they have two preferred Route Alignment 
Options; Route 1 (Dark Blue) and Route 9 (Purple).

Unlike the January 2019 Consultation on Route 
Options, the recent consultation has received far 
greater public scrutiny.  The implication of the choice 
of Route E only recently came to awareness of the 
wider public because of the lack of publicity for 
the previous consultation.   Although East West Rail 
Company held public meetings in St Neots, Bedford, 
Potton and Sandy there was very little publicity to 
announce the events other than in the Consultation 
Document which was not received by many residents 
in North Bedfordshire.

Great Barford Parish Council contend that the East 
West Rail Consultation have been flawed from 
the start and do not meet the standards of HM 
Government Code of Practice on Consultations:

• The consultation area should have 
been divided at the East Coast Mainline 
because the issues effecting Bedfordshire and 
Cambridgeshire differ.
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EWR Report

Following the announcement of the Preferred 
Route Option in 2020, Great Barford Parish 
Council joined with other neighbouring Parish 
Councils to form North Bedfordshire Parish 
Councils Against Route E (NBCARE). The group 
subsequently changed it’s name to Bedford For A 
Re-consultation (BFARe) and has taken an active 
role in campaigning for East West Rail to pause and 
reassess the choice of Route Option E in light of 
the change in demand for commuter rail use as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic.  There have been 
online meetings with the Minister of State for 
Transport, Chris Heaton Harris, Richard Fuller MP for 
North Bedfordshire, East West Rail Company, the 
Mayor Dave Hodgson, Councillor Michael Headley 
the representative of Bedford Borough Council 
on the “East West Rail Consortium for a decade” 
and Jon Shortland, Chief Officer for Planning and 
Infrastructure Development at Bedford Borough 
Council. 

• The 2021 Consultation effectively 
only gives Bedfordshire two Route Alignments 
and EWR have predetermined the outcome by 
expressing a preference for Route Alignment 
Options.

• The duration of the consultations 
have not been at least twelve weeks; the  
2021 Consultation is 10 weeks but the Virtual 
Consultation only opened on the 12th April; 
The 2019 Consultation was only six weeks.

• The current consultation was 
launched during an election period.

• The death of the Duke of Edinburgh 
placed an 8 day restriction on Parish Councils.

• The consultation has taken place 
during COVID-19 restriction.

• The consultation has been largely 
on line and so not accessible to all.

• In January 2019 several parishes 
effected by Route E were not consulted.

• The Consultation Technical 
Report lacks detailed Assessment Factors 

for the section from Bedford to the East 
Coast Mainline but they are included from 
Tempsford or St Neots to Camborne.

• The Route Alignment Maps have 
lacked significant details such as relevant 
roads, village outlines and footpaths.
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Where am I ?

bugle answers
1. Paraffin
2. 22
3. Twiggy
4. Portugal
5. Geoffrey Chaucer
6. England, Australia
7. Motor Racing

Answer:   New Road

8. Highway Code
9. Duke & Duchess of Cam-
bridge
10. Venus
11. Alsatian
12. The bends

Answer:   The Gardens Path

Answer:  Silver Street
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In January Noreen Byrne stepped down from 

Great Barford Parish Council to concentrate on her 

commitments at Bedford Hospital as a Governor of 

Bedfordshire NHS Trust.  I would like to thank her 

for her invaluable contribution to Great Barford 

Parish Council and in particular her role as Great 

Barford Police Priority Representative.

Sergeant John Killick from the local community 

policing team that covers Great Barford asked me 

to introduce PC 5324 Kerry JONES and PCSO 7585 

Chloe DYMOKE to you and let you know they are 

here to support you and the local community.  They 

are planning some Community Action Days to talk 

Police  Report

to members of the public about their concerns and 

give advice on crime prevention. To keep updated 

with what your local officers are up to in the area and 

crime prevention advice, please like and follow their 

Facebook page: @NorthBedsPoliceRural

If you have any concerns or issues about the area 

you live in, you can report them online  at http://

bit.ly/38QTUMC, through  webchat or by calling 101.

The current Community Priority is car crime.  

Particularly with the summer weather it is essential 

to remember to lock your vehicle including closing 

windows and that nothing is left on display  when it 

is unattended.  If you do need to leave valuables in 

the car, lock them in the boot.  Avoid leaving animals 

in vehicles even with windows open because they 

get very hot, leave them at home instead.  At home 

installing CCTV or Video Doorbells can really help 

security.  Putting your keys in a tin can prevent misuse 

of keyless access. Park in well lit areas and against walls 

to prevent access.

Stay safe and enjoy the summer.

Tim Wood 

GBPC Community Policing Liaison 
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Around GreAt BArford

Photo courtesy of 
Heather Chadwick

Photo courtesy of 
Heather Chadwick



Around GreAt BArford
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CHARITY DONATION

Thanks to the interest shown by the villagers, their families, and friends in the 
two books we’ve published :–  Great Barford – Bygones and the more recent 
supplement Bygone Days – sales of the books have been very successful.  The Old 
Barfordian Pre-1950’s Association has consequently been able to make a substan-
tial donation to the local Great Barford United Charities which gives financial help 
to the villagers in times of hardship.

Thanks also to the Great Barford High Street Stores 
for their help with sales and where copies of the 
recent book are still available.

Thank 
you!
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J B Plastering 
 Your Local Reliable Plasterer 
With Over 10 Years Experience 

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote
Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel - 07713724610
Facebook @boltplastering

J B Plastering
Your Local Reliable Plasterer

With Over 10 Years Experience

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote
Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel - 07713724610
Facebook @boltplastering

All aspects of Plastering, 
No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - jbolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel -  07713724610

Facebook @boltplastering

Your Local Reliable Plasterer 
with Over 10 Years Experience

K.E. JONES
PLUMBING & HEATING

TEL. 01234  870869

GREAT BARFORD � ont garden
COMPETITION

Great Barford Parish Council will be judging 
a front garden competition in July 2021.

First and second place prizes for 
large and small gardens
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Check our website greatbarfordvh.org and use the form to make an enquiry.

The kitchen refurbishment was completed last year and the hall has recently had a spring clean and 
we’re waiting to welcome everyone back to enjoy our wonderful community facility from 21 June. 

Regular week day classes are slowly getting back to their regular times and all of them, including 
some new ones will be back after half term holiday, as follows:

Mondays:  Boot Camp with Conor Inskip    7.00pm to 8pm
  Burlxercise with Lian Longlands  8.00pm to 9.00pm

Tuesdays:  Tots & Teenies   (NEW LEADER WANTED – contact Nicci Martin 07970 114030 for details)  
  Kids Taekwondo with Paul O’Brien  4.30pm to 6.30pm
  Parish Council Meetings (1st and 3rd)  from 7.30pm
  Great Barford W.I  (2nd)   7.30pm to 9.30pm

Wednesdays: Guides with Liz Spurling/Jo Nicholls  7.00pm to 8.30pm
Thursdays: Over 60’s Keep Fit with Conor Inskip  10.00am to 11.00am
  Slimming World with Jen Menton  5.00pm to 7.30pm

Fridays:  Pre-school Futsal with Ciaran Alexander  10.00am to 11.00am
  The Bar is open to the community  From 8.00pm
  Family Friday (1st)    6.00pm to 9.00pm
  Swingsters Freestyle Dance (2nd)   8.00pm to 11.00pm 

BOOKINGS 
We have weekday availability for new classes and activities.  For parties and events, hire charges are 
generally £18/hr and £25/hr with the bar.

Check the Diary on the website for confirmed bookings.  Get in touch to arrange viewing and discus-
sion of your event with our Bookings Secretary, Louise Geary on 01234 870443 or 07974 816880.

THE BAR 
Is managed by Darren and Lisa Dynes.  We need more serving staff for the parties and events that are 
booked throughout the year, as well as for the community open Fridays.   
Can you help? Call Darren (07773 870780) or Lisa (07791 705358) for further details.

The hall is managed by a voluntary Committee, and we would like new members.  If you can give 
some time and commitment, please contact James Hetherington, Chairman, at r67jlh@outlook.com. 
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Great  Barford  Village  Hall

For Bookings and to check availability:
www.greatbarfordvh.org

Alternatively please call:
Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with ample free 
parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and is the ideal venue 
for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service and 
competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villagers and their guests to sample 
our hospitality.

If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular group we 
would love to hear from you using either of the two contact opportunities above and we can 
always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

Follow us on Facebook, for up to date inform

Great  Barford  Village  HallGreat  Barford  Village  Hall

Great Barford Village

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA. 
A Registered Charity Number 300035

For Bookings and to check availability:

Website: www.greatbarfordvh.org

Alternatively please call:

Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with 
ample free parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and 
is the ideal venue for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service 
and competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villages and their 
guests to sample our hospitality.

If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular 
group we would love to hear from you using either of the two contact opportunities 
above and we can always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

  Follow us on Facebook, for up to date information

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA.
A Registered Charity Number 300035

Gt Barford Bugle - Autumn 19 THIS ONE.indd   28 30/08/2019   14:01



34  thebarfordbugle                                                                                                                   Summer  2021  

K.E. JONES
PLUMBING & HEATING

TEL. 01234  870869
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J B Plastering 
 Your Local Reliable Plasterer  
With Over 10 Years Experience 

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small 

Contact Me For A Free Quote 
Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com 

Tel - 07713724610 
Facebook @boltplastering 

J B Plastering 
 Your Local Reliable Plasterer  
With Over 10 Years Experience 

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small 

Contact Me For A Free Quote 
Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com 

Tel - 07713724610 
Facebook @boltplastering 

All aspects of Plastering, 
No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - jbolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel -  07713724610

Facebook @boltplastering

Your Local Reliable Plasterer 
with Over 10 Years Experience

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
are currently seeking 

SELF EMPLOYED 
HANDY PERSONS 

for any upcoming work during the 
summer period in 2020.

If you have public liability insurance 
and would like to be considered for 

any handy person jobs please contact 
Great Barford Parish Council on 

T. 01234 870245
E. clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

All aspects of Plastering, 
No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - jbolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel -  07713724610

Facebook @boltplastering

Your Local Reliable Plasterer 
with Over 10 Years Experience

J  B  P l a s t e r i n g

Fortnightly every Monday

For mobile times check 
with Library

MOBILE 
LIBRARY

Photo courtesy of Heather Chadwick
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Have you delayed putting Lasting Powers of 
Attorney in place as you don’t feel the time is right? 
Do not see the point in having a funeral plan? Whilst 
these feelings are understandable, there are big 
advantages to putting these documents in place, as 
soon as possible.  

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal 
document which allows a person (or persons) of 
your choice to manage your financial affairs and/or 
personal welfare when you need a little support, or 
lose mental capacity.  

If you do not have an LPA in place when you lose 
mental capacity, your loved one will need to make 
a Deputyship Application to take control of your 
finances. Not only is the application more costly, 
the process can take up to 9 months, causing 
additional stress for your loved ones. Furthermore, 
this can sometimes result in someone you don’t 
want managing your financial affairs. We have a 
professional Attorney who can act, if you do not 
wish to burden your loved ones.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We work closely with one of the largest funeral plan 
providers across the UK in order to get the best 
plans for our clients.  Our plans not only allow you 
to include specific wishes, they allow you to pay 
today’s costs, rather than the increased cost at the 
time of your passing.  

I live locally (in Great Barford) and have done so for 
the majority of my life. As I only live around the 
corner, we can easily arrange a home visit, virtual 
meeting or, you can pop into our offices in Bedford. 
Contact me today on 01234 – 800 046 or email me 
at sapphire.hudson@premiersolicitors.co.uk to 
save your loved ones stress tomorrow, by planning 
today.  

‘Sapphire impressed us with her knowledge and 
professionalism. She was always cheerful and 
helpfully guided us through the process. Sapphire 
kept us informed and met all her deadlines. She 
provided excellent value for money’  

		

 	
	

	 	

Did you know that the Great Barford Slimming World group 
is OPEN, yes OPEN, with our ‘AT HOME’ service. 

We may not be able to meet in the Village Hall right now 
but we are HERE FOR YOU - NO MATTER WHAT 

You can get ‘THAT FRESH START FEELING’ 

Call me to find out more	

CONSULTANT - JEN - 07770938583 	

A warm and friendly welcome awaits you    

Hi, I’m Jen, and I’m the consultant for the Great Barford Slimming 
World group at your fantastic Village Hall. After a lifetime of being 
overweight I found the solution and lost 3 ½ stone, and it has lasted. 
Slimming World has transformed my life. I would love to help you as 

Slimming World has helped me.  

		

 	
	

WHEREVER WE ARE, WHATEVER THE SITUATION   

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU - NO MATTER WHAT 

OUR GREAT BARFORD GROUP MEETS ON A THURSDAY 
EVENING, AND WE ARE WAITING TO HELP YOU 

Call me to find out more	

CONSULTANT - JEN - 07770938583 	

A warm and friendly welcome awaits you    

Hi, I’m Jen, and I’m the consultant for the Great Barford Slimming 
World group at your fantastic Village Hall. After a lifetime of being 
overweight I found the solution and lost 3 ½ stone, and it has lasted. 

Slimming World has transformed my life.  

I would love to help you as Slimming World has helped me.  
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• Extensions and Alterations 
• Garage Conversions 
• Groundwork and Brickwork Contracts 
• Landscaping 
• Driveways 
• Chimney Repointing and Repairs 
• New Builds 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 We take great pride in maintaining a reliable and friendly service. 
Call today for a non-obligatory quote.  References are available on request. 
 
                 
 

Call for a free quote: 01234 840879 or 07712121493                               
info@dixonandsons.co.uk or www.dixonandsons.co.uk 
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07805 540432

blissplumbingandheating@outlook.com

�iam � �liss �lumbing �Heating

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING UNDERTAKEN

No Hot water or heating?

Dripping Tap?

Radiators not working?

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING UNDERTAKEN
�ull� �nsu��� � �ull� �u�li���

info@blissplumbing.co.uk

www.blissplumbing.co.uk

07805 540432
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�ripping Tap�

Radiators notWorking�
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Local GP's Surgery & Walk-In Centres

Non Registered Patients 
Opening Hours
(outside these hours, patients are advised 

to contact their own registered GP) 
Monday to Friday 
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00
Saturday & Sunday 
09:00 - 16:00

            St Neots 
             Health Centre
       24 Moores Walk
       St Neots
       PE19 1AG

       01480 219 317        

        Putnoe 
              Medical Centre
       93 Queens Drive
       Putnoe
       Bedford
       MK41 9LE

       01234 319992

Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 8:00am – 2:00pm
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays: 
8:00 – 5:00pm

7 days a week 
365 days a year

To advertise in the Barford Bugle 
please contact the Parish Clerk at 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Prices for advertising in the Barford Bugle for four consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

T H E  B U G L E  I S  P R I N T E D  B Y

www.bespokemedia.org                                                                                         01234 720105

        The Surgery
        16 Silver Street
        Great Barford
        MK44 3HX

       01234 870 325 

       0845 8500734 Out of Hours

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday   
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

Telephone Monday to Friday  
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30



Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 8:00am – 2:00pm
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays: 
8:00 – 5:00pm

7 days a week 
365 days a year
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Reporting Faults

If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of 
Bedford Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:

Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including 
signage, report to the Highways Helpdesk:

01234   718 003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk

Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning, 
flytipping, waste collection and graffiti contact:

01234  718 060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk

Dog Warden contact:

01234  718 009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please 
contact the Borough Council and 
they will advise you as to which 
department can help.
01234  267 422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the 
specific services of the Borough Council and contact details:

www.bedford.gov.uk

If you see a faulty streetlight with a 
PC number please report it to the 

Parish Clerk. 

For any faults or issues with the 
graveyard, village green, playing 

field, jubilee play area, allotments or 
areas of open space please contact 

the Parish Clerk.

If you are not sure who is responsible 
or if you need help or advice with 
reporting items please contact the 

Parish Clerk on: 

01234 870245 or 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk



Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk   
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call  us now  for a free,  no obligation quotation!

 The Bobby Scheme
Can the Bobby Scheme help you? 

The Bobby Scheme is a local charity that provides a free service to over 65s 
and the vulnerable by improving their home security to reduce crime and the 
fear of crime. 

The Bobby men are trained lock fi tters and crime prevention advisers who off er 
advice, reassurance and fi t a range of security devices to make people feel 
safer in their own home.

The Bobby Scheme has been running since 1997 and has improved or enhanced 
the security of over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire. 

If you would like a visit from the Bobby Scheme 
or know someone who would benefi t 

please call 01234-842619

or visit our website at
www.bedspolicepartnership.org

Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk   
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call  us now  for a free,  no obligation quotation!

 The Bobby Scheme
Can the Bobby Scheme help you? 

The Bobby Scheme is a local charity that provides a free service to over 65s 
and the vulnerable by improving their home security to reduce crime and the 
fear of crime. 

The Bobby men are trained lock fi tters and crime prevention advisers who off er 
advice, reassurance and fi t a range of security devices to make people feel 
safer in their own home.

The Bobby Scheme has been running since 1997 and has improved or enhanced 
the security of over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire. 

If you would like a visit from the Bobby Scheme 
or know someone who would benefi t 

please call 01234-842619

or visit our website at
www.bedspolicepartnership.org

Quality made to measure blinds

THE BOBBY SCHEME 
Can the Bobby Scheme help you? 

The Bobby Scheme is a local charity 
that provides a free service to over 
65s and the vulnerable by improving 
their home security to reduce crime 
and the fear of crime. The Bobby 
men are trained lock fitters and crime 
prevention advisers who offer advice, 
reassurance and fit a range of security 
devices to make people feel safer in 
their own home. The Bobby Scheme 
has been running since 1997 and has 
improved or enhanced the security of 
over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire.

If you would like a visit from the Bobby 
Scheme or know someone who would 
benefit please call.

01234-842619 
or visit our website at 

www.bedspolicepartnership.org

IMPORTANT 
NOTICE

PLEASE KEEP UP TO DATE 
WITH THE GOVERNMENT 
GUIDELINES RELATING 

TO COVID19.

LATEST INFORMATION 
CAN BE FOUND AT

 
https://www.gov.uk/

coronavirus


