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Dear Ms Lee, Ms Papé and Ms Gallaher 
 
GREAT BARFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN EXAMINATION  
 
Further to my letter of the 14 June, I have now considered the submitted Great Barford 
Neighbourhood Plan (the Plan/GBNP) and the accompanying documents in more detail. As a result, I 
have some questions of clarification and requests for further information in regard to the Plan. I 
address these questions and requests to both Bedford Borough Council (BBC) and to Great Barford 
Parish Council (GBPC) as relevant, but would welcome responses from either party where they have 
a contribution to make. 
 
1. With regard to the location for future new housing identified under Policy H1: 

a. Has English Heritage been consulted on the proposed allocation? (GBPC/BBC) 
b. There is a reference in the text at paragraph 8.3 to Transport Assessment Reports in 

support of planning applications BBC ref 20/00138/MAO and 20/00139/MAO. Can 
BBC make copies of these assessments available to me? 

c. Can BBC send me the comments made in relation to the definition of the 
developable area at Regulation 14 stage?  

d. Has the local Highways Authority been consulted on the proposed allocation, and if 
so, can BBC please send me their comments?  

e. With regard to the last three bullet points in Policy H1:  
i. Can GBPC be more specific as to the type and scale of recreational and 

community facilities referred to in bullet point 12? 
ii. Is BBC able to clarify with the Local Education Authority the scale of 

additional secondary school capacity for which provision is to be made, and 
is that provision to be made by financial contribution or within the site? 

iii. Can the scale of on-site green infrastructure be indicated – ie approximately 
how many hectares of formal and/or informal open space is sought, and 
approximately how wide should the planting edge to the development be? 

 
2. With regard to Policies ROS1 and ROS3:  

a. Can GBPC clarify whether open spaces which are proposed as Local Green Space in 
ROS3 are included in ROS1? If so, which ones are listed in both policies, and is it 
necessary to do so? 

b. Can GBPC please clarify whether there are any allotments in the Parish in addition to 
those on Addington Road as listed in ROS3? 

 
3. With regard to Policy HE2, is there a list of undesignated heritage assets for Great Barford 

Parish? 
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Site Visit 
 
I will aim to carry out a site visit to the neighbourhood plan area in the week beginning 5 July 2021 
subject to the prevailing government COVID-19 advice at that time. The site visit will assist in my 
assessment of the draft Plan, including the issues identified in the representations. 
 
The visit will be undertaken unaccompanied. It is very important that I am not approached to discuss 
any aspects of the Plan or the neighbourhood area, as this may be perceived to prejudice my 
independence and risk compromising the fairness of the examination process (and again further 
respecting the current COVID-19 threat).   
 
Examination Timetable 
 
In order to progress the examination, I would be grateful for BCC and GBPC to respond to the 
matters raised in this letter on or before 14 July 2021.  
 
If you have any process questions related to the conduct of the examination which you would like 
me to address, please do not hesitate to contact the office team in the first instance.  
 
In the interests of transparency, may I prevail upon you to ensure that a copy of this letter and any 
respective responses are placed on both the Parish Council and Borough Council websites.  
 
Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 
Your sincerely 
  

Wendy Burden 

Examiner 


