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The accounting statements 2020/2021 of Great Barford Parish Council are unaudited and subject to 

change. 
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Local council name: Great Barford Parish Council 
 

Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of public rights 
Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2021 

 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, and  

The Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 (SI 234) 

1. Date of announcement:   28th June 2021 

2. Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounts to be audited and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating to them. For the year ended 31 March 2021 
these documents will be available on reasonable notice on application to: 

 
 Anne Papé 

Responsible Financial Officer 
 

Great Barford Parish Council, Green End Farm, 108 Green End Road, Great Barford, Bedfordshire,  
MK44 3HD 

 
01234 870245 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 

 

  commencing on 29th June 2021 

             and ending on 09th August 2021 

3. Local Government Electors and their representatives also have: 

• the opportunity to question the auditor about the accounts; and 

• the right to make objections to the accounts or any item in them. Written notice of an objection must 
first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the Authority (f).  

 
The auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose during the inspection 
period at 2 above. 

4. The audit is being conducted under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the 
Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 and the National Audit Office’ Code of Audit Practice.  
Your audit is being carried out by: 

 
The Corner, Bank Chambers, 26 Mosley Street, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1DF  

5.    This announcement is made by Anne Papé (Responsible Financial Officer) 
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Attachment 3.3 

Councils’ Accounts: A Summary of Public Rights 

The basic position 

By law any interested person has the right to inspect a council’s/meeting’s accounts.  If you are entitled and 
registered to vote in local council elections then you (or your representative) have additional rights to ask the 
appointed auditor questions about the council’s accounts or object to an item of account contained within them. 

The right to inspect the accounts 

When your council has finalised its accounts for the previous financial year it must advertise that they are available 
for people to inspect. Having given the council reasonable notice of your intentions, you then have 30 working days 
to look through the accounting statements in the Annual Return and any supporting documents. By arrangement, 
you will be able to inspect and make copies of the accounts and the relevant documents. You may have to pay a 
copying charge. 

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounts 

You can only ask the appointed auditor questions about the accounts. The auditor does not have to answer 
questions about the council’s policies, finances, procedures or anything else not related to the accounts. Your 
questions must be about the accounts for the financial year just ended. The auditor does not have to say whether 
they think something the council has done, or an item in its accounts, is lawful or reasonable.  

The right to object to the accounts 

If you think that the council has spent money that it should not have, or that someone has caused a loss to the 
council deliberately or by behaving irresponsibly, you can request the auditor to apply to the courts for a declaration 
that an item of account is contrary to law. You do this by sending a formal ‘notice of objection’ to the auditor at the 
address below. The notice must be in writing and copied to the council. In it, you must tell the auditor why you 
are objecting and what you want the auditor to do about it. The auditor must reach a decision on your objection. If 
you are not happy with that decision, you can appeal to the courts.  

You may also object if you think that there is something in the accounts that the auditor should discuss with the 
council or tell the public about in a ‘public interest report’. You must follow the same procedure as outlined in the 
previous paragraph. The auditor must then decide whether to take any action. The auditor does not have to, but 
usually will, give reasons for his/her decision and you cannot appeal to the courts. More information is available on 
the National Audit Office website (see contact details below). 

You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your council. You should take 
such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or your solicitor. You may also be able to 
approach the Standards Committee of your local principal authority if you believe that a member of the council has 
broken the Code of Conduct for Members. 

What else you can do 

Instead of objecting, you can give the auditor information that is relevant to his/her responsibilities. For example, 
you can simply tell the auditor if you think that something is wrong with the accounts or about waste and inefficiency 
in the way the council runs its services. You should make it clear that you are providing information rather than 
making a formal objection. You do not have to follow any set time limits or procedures. The auditor does not have 
to give you a detailed report of any subsequent investigation, but will usually tell you the outcome. 

A final word 

Councils, and so local taxpayers, must meet the costs of dealing with questions and objections. In deciding whether 
to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor must take into account is the cost that will be 
involved. The auditor will only continue with the objection if it is in the public interest to do so. If you appeal to the 
courts, you might have to pay for the action yourself. 
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Who should you contact? 

For more detailed guidance on electors’ rights and the special 
powers of auditors, copies of the publication Council 
Accounts – a guide to your rights are available by calling 
the National Audit Office on 020 7798 7000 or downloading 
from the website https://www.nao.org.uk/   

If you wish to contact your Council’s 
appointed external auditor please write to: 

 
Cameron Waddell, Partner, Mazars LLP, 

local.councils@mazars.co.uk 

 

  

https://www.nao.org.uk/
mailto:local.councils@mazars.co.uk
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Great Barford Parish Council – Explanation of variances 

 

Description Difference  Reason 

Annual Precept Decrease of £63,300  

Annual Precept Decrease of £62,300 

• The precept was increased from £65,000 
in 2019/2020 to £67,700 in 2020/2021. 
 

• Bedford Borough Council paid the precept 
twice in error in 2019/2020.  This was 
refunded in 2019/2020. 

   

Total other Receipts Increase of £9088  

VAT receipts Increase of £3063 

• VAT refund of £3063 for 2018/2019 
received in 2020/2021.   
 

• Claim not made in 2019/2020. 

   

Allotment income  Increase of £309 

• Increase in plot fees for 2020/2021.  Full 
plots increased by £10 and half plots by 
£5.  

   

Newsletter income  Increase of £25 • Small increase in advertising  

   

Graveyard income Increase of £320 
• Increase in number of interments and 

small increase in graveyard fees. 

   

Donations received Increase of £442 

• £442 received for commemorative bench 
 

• No donations in 2019/2020 

   

Grants received Increase of £807 

• Grant of £5721 received for 
Neighbourhood Plan  

• £2682 received from Bedford Borough 
Council Ward funding for a bin shelter 
 

• £6910 Neighbourhood Plan grant and 2 
grants totalling £685.92 received in 
2019/2020  

   

CIL receipts Increase of £4220 

• CIL of £4220 received for one 
development. 
 

• No CIL received in 2019/2020 

   

Sports income Decrease of £20 • No sports income in 2020/2021 
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Interest received Decrease of £78.44 
• £20 interest received in 2020/2021. 

Interest of £98.44 received in 2019/2020.   

   

Staff Costs Increase of £4115 

Note: Staff Costs for 2019/2020 have been 

restated.  Payroll provision was included in 

staff costs in 2019/2020.  This has now been 

moved to Total Other Payments for 2019/2020 

and 2020/2021. 

Clerk’s salary  Increase of £3527 

• A deputy Clerk was employed in July 
2019 for 6 hours per week.  Hours were 
increased to 10 hours per week from 01st 
April 2020. 

• NALC recommended a national salary 
award implemented from April 2020.  
(scale 17 - £12.35 increased to £12.69).  
 

   

Pension Increase of £588 
• Increase in hours of work for the Deputy 

Clerk and increase in hourly rate of pay. 

   

Total other payments Decrease of £47,056 

Note: Other Payments for 2019/2020 have 

been restated.  Payroll provision was 

included in staff costs in 2019/2020.  This 

has now been moved to Total Other 

Payments for 2019/2020 and 2020/2021. 

   

VAT on payments Increase of £2611 

• Several large items purchased in 
2020/2021 such as a zip wire, bin store, 
sign and bench.   

  
 

Training Decrease of £100 

• No training in 2020/2021.   

 

• £100 on training in 2019/2020 

   

Chairman’s expenses Decrease of £58 

• No expenses in 2020/2021 

 

• £58 of expenses in 2019/2020   

   

Office 

equipment/stationery 
Decrease of £372 

2020/2021 

• New laptop purchased £831.63 

• Laptop maintenance/repairs £340 

• Stationery items £450.40 

• £3.99 written back – unbanked cheque 
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More spent in 2019/2020 on laptop repairs, 

stationery items and the purchase of the 

Arnold Baker book. Book not purchased in 

2020/2021. 

 

2019/2020 

• New laptop purchased £783.26 

• Laptop repairs undertaken at a total cost 
of £600.  New Arnold Baker book 
purchased at cost of £110.99 

• Stationery items £495.75 

   

Software packages Increase of £253 

2020/2021 

• Charge of £25 to move accounts 
software 

• Increase of £3 for annual accounts 
software maintenance (total charge 
£124) 

• £225 for annual software renewal and 
installation 

 

2019/2020 

• £121 for annual accounts software 
maintenance 

   

Website Increase of £535 

• The annual charge for 2019/2020 (£260) 
and for 2020/2021 (£275) were both paid 
in 2020/2021.   

   

Telephone Decrease of £68 
• Reduction in use of office telephone due 

to lockdown 

   

Insurance and audit Increase of £52 

• Increase of £130.33 in the insurance 
premium in 2020/2021 

 

• Insurance of £78.40 paid for village fun 
day in 2019/2020 but not paid in 
2020/2021. 

   

Affiliations Decrease of £478 

• BATPC affiliation fees for 2020/2021 
(£478) paid early in Jan 2020.  Therefore, 
no affiliation fees paid in 2020/2021 
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Newsletter Decrease of £1100 

• Five issues of the newsletter invoiced in 
2019/2020.  Three issues invoiced for in 
2020/2021. 

   

Village Hall Hire Decrease of £190 

• Hall hire reduced due to lockdown.  
Virtual meetings required due to Covid-
19 

   

Allotment costs Increase of £246 

• Allotment hedge cut in 2020/2021 at a 
cost of £286 and tap repair at cost of £90 

• Allotment water costs in 2020/2021 
totalled £645.25 

 

• Allotment water costs in 2019/2020 
totalled £761.68.  Water costs were 
higher in 2019/2020 as a meter reading 
was taken.  Previous estimates had been 
inaccurate. 

• Number discs purchased at cost of 
£13.48 in 2019/2020 

   

Graveyard 

costs/gardener 
Increased by £216 

• General increase in amount of 
maintenance required in the Garden of 
Remembrance 

   

Grasscutting - 

Woodpecker Close 
Increase of £348 

• Weed control undertaken in 2020/2021 
at cost of £348. 

   

Playing field 

maintenance 
Increase of £188 

• Hedgerow maintenance (£864), play bark 
(£159.25) & padlock (£12.00) in 
2020/2021.   

• Football equipment (£57.26), sign 
(£76.26), play bark (£318.50), exercise 
equipment inspection (£395) 

   

Play area costs Increase of £2330 

2020/2021 

• Play equipment repairs and essential 
maintenance costs increased (£1226.03). 

• Increase in cost of annual inspection of 
£40 (£160) 

• Final invoice (£531) from contractor for 
inspections and maintenance work for 
period of 02/19-05/20 paid in May 2020.  
New contractor in place invoicing on a 
monthly basis once play areas reopened. 

• Play bark at cost of £301.84 in 2020/2021 
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• General increase due to increased rate for 
contractor undertaking weekly 
inspections. 

 

2019/2020 

• Annual inspection £120 

• Replacement caps £23 

• Weekly inspections and unlocking £529 

  
 

Pest control Increase of £250 
• Pest control required on playing field.  

No pest control in 2019/2020 

   

Litter picker Increase £459 • New budget heading  

   

Handyman materials Decrease of £165 
• General decrease in maintenance due to 

requirements and covid-19 lockdown 

   

Handyman 

maintenance tasks 
Decrease of £715 

• Previous budget was Handyman.  New 
budget heading for 2020/2021 - 
Handyman tasks  

• General decrease in maintenance due to 
requirements and covid-19 lockdown 

   

General repairs Increase of £2536 

• New bench and wheelie bin housing 
installed in 2020/2021 at costs of 
£2893.75.  New flag, wild flower seeds 
and traffic cones also purchased £338.80 

• £696.53 in general repairs in 2019-2020 
 

   

Tree maintenance Decrease of £51 • Small decrease  

   

Christmas tree Decrease of £27 • New lights purchased in 2019/2020 

   

Fees/advice Increase of £358 
• Legal advice required due to 

encroachment on Parish Council land 

   

Refund Decrease of £65,000 

• Bedford Borough Council overpaid the 
precept in 2019/2020.  This was 
refunded.  No refunds in 2020/2021. 

   

Street lighting Increase of £305 
• Street lighting inspection required at a 

cost of £510.   
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• Reduction in 1st quarter maintenance of 
£58.50 due to lockdown  

• Decrease in monthly costs for street 
lighting electricity in 2020/2021 

   

CIL payments  Increase of £9560 

2020/2020 

• Zip wire installed (£17,236.66) 

• Village Green sign (£770.70) 

• Village green bollard (£426.53) 

 

2019/2020 

• Sign (£635) 

• Play equipment (£5667.66) 

• Radar speed sign (£2571.00) 

 

   

Section 137 payments Increase of £18 • Increase in donation 

   

Prizes Increase of £12 • No competition in 2019/2020 

   

Parish Council Office Increase of £235 • Rent increased 

   

Election Decrease of £1197 • No election charge in 2020/2021 

   

Clerical expenses -£30 • Unbanked cheque written off (-£30.00) 

   

Payroll provision Increase of £107 
• Increase of monthly payroll charge from 

£12.50 to £21.42. 

   

Defibrillator Increase of £229 

• Replacement pads and battery 
purchased in 2020/2021 (£274) 

• Replacement cabinet door purchased in 
2019/2020 (£45) 

   

Neighbourhood plan Increase of £2110 

2020/2021 

• Grant repayment of £2560 

• Meeting room hire £30 

• No events or workshops due to lockdown  

• Consultancy costs £4515 

• Assessment £270 

 

2019/2020 

• Advert £32 

• Grant repayment of £915 

• Consultancy costs £3885 
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• Room hire £165 

• Workshop £58 

• Events £210 

   

Councillor expenses Decrease of £43 • No expenses in 2020/2021 

   

Events Decrease of £420 • No events in 2020/2021 due to lockdown 

   

Balances carried 

forward 
 See separate sheet 

   

Total fixed assets Increase of £14,742  

Total fixed assets Increase of £14,742 

Additions 

Flag and halyard  £118.90 

Bench with plaque £384.99 

Laptop    £666.63 

Padlock   £12.00 

Tipi Carousel   £2170 

Cableway start station  £2250 

Cableway   £6270 

Bin shelters   £2010 

Wooden bollard  £220.46 

Village green sign  £647.70 

Traffic cones   £94.98 

 

Total   £14,845.66 

 

Disposals 

Flag and halyard £104.17 

 
 


