Report of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17th April 2018
Councillors present: Ann Lovesey, Stuart Southall, Siobhan Vincent, Noreen Byrne, Stuart
Howard, Derrick Folbigg, Chris Hutton, Di Ames, Graham Pendrey, Tim Wood
Councillor apologies: James Rudgley
Borough Councillor Moon and 5 members of the public were present
MINUTES
1.

Apologies for absence

1.1
Apologies were received from Councillor Rudgley.
meeting.

Councillor Hutton chaired the

1.

To approve and sign the Minutes of the last Annual Meeting

1.1

The minutes were agreed and signed by the Councillor Hutton

3.

To receive the following reports from Great Barford Parish Council

3.1

Chairman’s report – see Appendix 1

3.2

Financial report – see Appendix 2

4.
To receive a report from Bedford Borough Council Ward Councillors – Mr Stephen
Moon and Mrs Sheryl Corp
4.1
A written report was provided; see Appendix 3. Borough Councillor Moon attended the
meeting.
4.2
With regard to the Local Plan 2035 consultation, Councillor Moon advised that Santa Pod
had objected to the proposals for Colworth and would not adjust their activities. There was an
expectation that the Local Plan 2035 may come back to consultation.
4.3

Ward Funding was now available again.

4.4

Councillor Moon stated that he was privileged to be Ward Councillor again.

5.

To receive reports from Charities, Schools and organisations in the Village

5.1

Mrs Evans provided a verbal report for the Primary School.
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5.1.1 The Primary School had undergone a number of internal and external audits over the past
year including 4 financial audits. The Basic Skills Audit was carried out and the school was
awarded accreditation again; for the twelfth year.
5.1.2 Numerous enrichment activities were planned for remainder of the year including a trip to
Verulamium, trips to Jordans Close, swimming as well as lunch time and after-school activities.
The school also provided wrap around care. Urban Safaris would be coming into the school. This
activity had been funded by the Friends Committee which was greatly appreciated.
5.1.3 Work would start on the Alban Academy site in July 2018 to convert it to the new Primary
School. The project was currently out to tender. Years 3-6 would be based on the top floor of the
school from September 2018 as well as the specialist areas of the ground floor. Towards the end
of September there would be full access to the new Primary School building. The remaining
classes would move onto the new site in October 2018. The school would work to provide a
smooth transition for all children. The youngest children would be secure with their key adults
before moving to the new building.
5.1.4 The Primary School recognised Great Barford as a growing village. The new Primary
School would be able to provide support to other schools in the area.
5.1.5 The school would be looking for funding for equipment for the outside area in due course.
5.1.6 All vacancies for the new Primary would be released to Alban Academy staff initially.
Internal advertising was currently underway.
5.1.7 There would be a transition day for all pupils during the summer term. Year 4, 5 and 6
pupils would spend the transition day in classrooms on the Alban Academy site.
5.1.8 There would be three year 6 classes in 2018/2019. The Primary School was working to
extend the curriculum for years 5 and 6; specialist area would be used.
5.1.9 Mrs Evans was asked about school traffic on Silver Street. The school would look into
developing a rolling drop off.
5.1.10 Mrs Evans was asked what would happen to ‘Lower School’ site. The meeting was advised
that the site was on a 120 year lease to the Church of England but belonged to the Local Authority.
The expectation was that the site would revert back to the Local Authority. The playground and
playing field would become part of the new Primary School site for use by key stage 1. The new
Primary School would be working towards becoming a two form entry school.
5.1.11 Mrs Evans was asked what would happen to the swimming pool. The school was looking
into moving the pool to the new site. The school was also looking into having the pool covered
and considering possible use as a resource for the community.
5.2

Chris Branch provided a report as Churchwarden of All Saints Church. See Appendix 4
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5.3
Chris Branch provided a report as Tower Captain for All Saints Church bell ringers. See
Appendix 4.
5.4
Louise Geary provided a report from the Community events Committee. The bi-monthly
quiz nights continue to be successful. The fund from which were used for future events. The
Parish Council was thanked for its support and for use of the playing field for the fun day.
Councillor Moon was thanked for providing the star prize for the raffle.
5.5
4.

John Vincent provided a report for the Great Barford – Wollstein Partnership see Appendix

5.5

Joe Lound-Keast provided a report for the Bowls and Pétanque Club, see Appendix 4.

5.6

Councillor Byrne provided a report for the Village Hall Association. See Appendix 4.

5.7
4.

Councillor Lovesy provided a report for the Great Barford United Charities. See Appendix

5.8

Councillor Lovesy read a report from the WI. See Appendix 4.

5.9
Councillor Pendrey provided a report for the Neighbourhood Plan Committee. See
Appendix 4
5.10 Written reports were provided by the Methodist Chapel, Good Companions, local police
and Great Barford and Mowsbury Cricket Club. All reports were raed out to the meeting.See
Appendix 4.
6.

To receive questions from the Public

6.1

There were no questions

Meeting closed at 20.30

Signed: __________________________________________ Date: ___________________
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Appendix 1 - Parish Council Chairman report
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Appendix 2 - Finance report
Income
The main income for the Parish Council is the precept. This is paid to the Parish Council by Bedford
Borough Council and is funded by the council tax collected from each household in Great Barford. The
precept for 2018/2019 will be £59,000 which is an increase of £2000 on 2017/2018. An increase was
needed for a number of reasons, these include the removal of the Council Support payment from Bedford
Borough Council and a general increase in costs such as salary and pension.
The Parish Council also gains an income from the allotments, newsletter advertising, the slipway and the
graveyard. Bedford Borough Council also makes a contribution to the Parish Council for cutting the grass
verges (within the 30mph speed limit areas) throughout the year. Income from all of these areas has
remained steady in 2017/2018 with the exception of the newsletter income which has dropped.
The Parish Council has also received Community Infrastructure Levy payments in 2017/2018. The
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a levy that local authorities can choose to charge on most new built
development in their area in order to raise funding to carry out infrastructure projects. The Parish Council
receives 15% of the CIL paid from liable projects in Great Barford. £30520.68 has been received in
2017/2018. The Parish Council has identified a number of projects to be funded from CIL. . Further CIL
payments will be received in 2018/2019.
Expenditure
The Parish Council employs a part time Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer. Several people also work for
the Parish Council under contract or on a self-employed basis.
The Parish Council holds ringfenced funds as below:
Average speed cameras donation
Village Hall car park maintenance fund
3 months running costs

Amount
£3000
£10,000
£15,561

The Parish Council also holds a general reserve. The Parish Council remains in good financial order with
the ability to fund any unexpected repairs or to undertake/contribute to additional projects that may
arise.
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Appendix 3 – Borough Councillor report
Great Barford Ward Annual Report 2017/18

Bedford Budget Council Budget
•

•

•
•

•

The Borough Council has agreed its budget for 2018/19. As in previous years, demand for services
is increasing whilst the overall resources available to the Council will remain relatively unchanged.
This has required a continuation of its programme of service efficiencies.
Bedford Borough 2020 will see the introduction of a ‘Digital Operating Model’, which is estimated
to achieve annual savings of £10.4m by 2020 through improved technology, including more
opportunities for residents to use ‘self-service’ functions when interacting with the Council.
Service efficiencies totalling £3.8m will be delivered in 2018/19. A Council Tax increase of 1.75%
has been agreed, along with a rise of 2% in the Adult Social Care Precept.
The Council’s Capital Programme determines schemes for ‘one-off’ investment in schemes
totalling £185.8m from 2017/18 to 2020/21. This includes £19m of Government investment in
traffic decongestion schemes, £5.5m in Disabled Facilities Grants monies from the Government
to support independent living and £59m for school facilities.
The Council is delivering £7.8m of efficiencies in 2017/18. As we near the end of the financial
year, it is estimated that there will be an overall underspend of just under £1.8m. Councillors
have allocated £1m of this sum for improvements to roads and pavements and £0.525m for new
average speed cameras.

Local Plan 2035
•
•

The Council has set out preferred sites for the development of around 8000 homes to the year
2035 in its draft Local Plan (see the below table and www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2035).
A key aspect of the draft submission is the selection of a new settlement to deliver around a third
of the new homes to 2035. Land owners and planning agents submitted 4 sites for consideration,
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•

namely: Wyboston; Colworth (Sharnbrook); Twinwoods (between Milton Ernest and Thurleigh),
and; Thurleigh Airfield. The Mayor’s draft Local Plan includes the Colworth site as the preferred
settlement to deliver 2500 homes in the Local Plan
period and up to 4500 thereafter. It has been
stated that a key reason for the selection of
Colworth is the possibility of a new rail station
linking the settlement with Bedford and London.
The draft Local Plan also includes 2420 homes in
the urban area, which means there is no longer a
need for ‘edge of urban’ sites at Salph End,
Renhold and Gibraltar Corner, Kempston. A 500
home allocation for Wilstead has also been
removed, while a 600 dwelling development in
Sharnbrook will not go ahead if the Colworth
settlement is agreed. Conversely, 500 homes are
still scheduled in each of Bromham, Great Barford
and Clapham

Infrastructure
•

•

•

•

The Government has committed to an ‘expressway’ between Oxford and Cambridge which will
improve Bedford’s eastern and western transport links. Last year Highways England consulted on
plans to reconfigure the Black Cat roundabout as well as providing a new dual carriageway from
the Black Cat to Caxton Gibbet. We are awaiting news of the preferred options.
The Council announced its ‘Transporting Bedford 2020’ project for £22m of decongestion schemes
for Bedford town centre. This has been backed with £19m of Government funds while the
Council, along with contributions from developers, will add a further £3m. For more information
search ‘Transporting Bedford’.
The Chancellor’s last Budget announced that the western section of the East West Rail line from
Oxford to Bedford will be running by 2024. A new ‘East West Rail Company’ is also being
established to accelerate delivery of the next part of the line from Bedford to Cambridge. The
preferred route in or around Bedford has yet to be chosen. See http://www.eastwestrail.org.uk/
A consultation was held by the Department for Transport (DfT) from July – October 2017 on
proposals to amend the East Midlands rail service which currently provides fast trains (Intercity)
from Bedford to London St Pancras. Under the plans, as a means of reducing crowded trains and
long journey times from the Midlands to London, Bedford will no longer be served by the Intercity
service during peak hours. In response to public concerns, DfT said at a public meeting in
September that commuters travelling to London from Bedford will be served by the same number
of East Midlands trains (beginning at Corby) during peak hours, with little difference in journey
times, twice as many seats and no additional stops, although commuters travelling north may
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•

need to change services should the proposals go ahead. DfT is now analysing the consultation
responses and we await further details.
In a separate development, it was announced by East Midlands Trains (EMT) and Govia
Thameslink Railway in December that peak East Midlands Trains services will not stop at Bedford
or Luton from May 2018 until the completion of the Midland Main Line upgrade in 2020. Off peak
services
will
continue
as
normal.
For
information
see:
https://www.thameslinkrailway.com/travel-information/plan-your-journey/bedford-changes

Health and Social Care
•

•

•

•
•

In September Bedford Hospital and Luton & Dunstable Hospital announced their intention to
merge. A business case was submitted to NHS England but there has been a delay regarding the
financial arrangements. In particular, it will not be known until the summer as to the available
Government capital funding (the merger includes plans for £150m of upgrades to facilities on both
sites). The Chief Executive has confirmed that key services such as A&E, maternity and paediatrics
will be retained at Bedford Hospital.
The Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (BCCG), the body responsible for organising NHS
services locally, announced in January its intention to close the Walk-In Centre (WIC) at Putnoe
Surgery in Bedford from October 2018. Thereafter, alternative provision will be implemented
through an ‘Urgent Treatment Centre’ (UTC) based on the Bedford Hospital site, which will
operate a ‘like for like service from the Putnoe Walk In Centre’. It will also link with the Hospital’s
A & E function, allowing non-emergency patients access to diagnostics should further tests be
required, and will receive ambulances and appointments via the 111 phone service. In addition
to the UTC, the BCCG has expressed its intention to extend GP opening hours into evenings and
weekends, giving patients more options to book appointments.
A review, called the Sustainability and Transformation Plan (STP), is continuing to look at options
to amalgamate health and social care in Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes. For more information
see: http://www.blmkstp.co.uk/
The Council continues to see increased demand for adult social care with the budget for this
service being set at £52.1m next year; a 13.7% increase since 2015/16.
In October, the East of England Ambulance Service Trust (EEAST) announced a new system for
responding to calls.
See https://www.eastamb.nhs.uk/news/new-ambulance-responsestandards-go-live/1913 for more information.
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Appendix 4 – Charities, school and village organisations reports
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Good Companions

Our monthly pub lunches continue to be well supported and we now have 12
members plus Pat and Charles Martin-Moran, who kindly provide the bus
transport.
However, we still have a couple of spare seats on the bus if any other over
60’s would like to join us on the first Tuesday of each month.
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Police report
On our systems since 01/01/2018 there have been 22 crimes which have occurred within the Parish of
Great Barford. The crimes of note are:

-

2 residential burglaries
3 Burglaries of sheds or garages separate from the home address.
7 Theft from vehicles.
1 Burglary in a commercial premises.

In regards to Theft From Vehicles we would encourage people to remove everything from their vehicles,
no matter how insignificant it may be to you but things like, loose change, sunglasses, gym bags, cradles
for sat nav’s and chargers mobile phones are attractive to car thieves as they think along the lines of “if
you have left that in there what else am I going to find in the glove box etc.” We are still having people
leaving things like laptops and sat navs in the vehicle on show. You need to make your vehicle as
unattractive as possible to car thieves.
Also as a reminder our next community priority setting meeting is occurring at Police Headquarters on
Wednesday 16th May 2018 if a representative is available to attend.
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Gt Barford Methodist Church
Report to Gt Barford Annual Parish Meeting
April 17th 2018
I
We have continued our weekly Morning Worship services at 10.30am throughout the year with
pastoral oversight from our minister Rev Paul Beard. Attendances have showed an increase, with
more friends also coming to Tea and Talk meetings on the 2nd Thursday of the month, and the
Coffee Break on the first Tuesday. We have occasional lunches with excellent varied menus to
suit the occasions; and a Fish and Chip meal for an unusual Christmas meal together.
The chapel continues to be used by other outside organisations during the week, especially The
Alma Singers and the Old Barfordians, and several others use it on a less regular basis.
We thank all friends who have supported the chapel services and activities throughout the year,
or helped in many other ways.
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Neighbourhood Plan Committee
NP Committee Members
The current Neighbourhood Plan Committee has 10 members, consisting of:

5 Residents
5 Parish Councillors

The NP Committee meet on the 4th Tuesday of the month at the Village Hall.
Fun Day 2017
Last year’s Village Fun Day in June 2017 was used to promote NP activity and highlight the Great Barford development
sites that were proposed in the BBC LP2035 consultation of April 2017.
Vision & Objectives
We have developed Vision and Objectives based on the feedback from the original NP Survey Information.
The Vision gives an overall view of how the future of Great Barford is seen, and the Objectives focus on the important
issues.
Using the Objectives, along with supporting evidence, we are creating Policies that will form the Neighbourhood Plan.
A Neighbourhood Plan has to support the Local Plan, so much of our time has been reviewing the constantly evolving
BBC LP2035. As you will be aware, there have been further BBC LP consultations during the last 12 months. The most
recent has only recently closed (29 March 2018), it will be the proposals and any amendments from this that will be
presented for independent examination later this year.
Call-for-Smaller-Sites
In support of the LP, we intend to include proposed development sites within our parish NP. As the original BBC Call-forSites had a minimal requirement to accommodate >20 houses per site, we are currently pursuing a local round of “Callfor-Smaller-Sites”, to identify any potential small parcels of land that could offer development of between 5 – 20 houses.
This invitation was included in the Spring copy of the Bugle.
After assessing any new proposals to be suitable, they can be added to the already known sites. We can then amass a
number of appropriate sites to enable proposed development to fulfil the allocation required by the BBC (currently 500
dwellings).
Consultant
As we progress, it becomes clear we will need some external guidance to focus us on what is required to present our NP
for examination. To help us, we are looking at using a consultant. But these don’t come cheap and will need to be funded
some how.
Grant Funding
With funding in mind, we will be looking at what grants are available to cover future expenses. There is grant funding
available through Locality / MyCommunity (on behalf of the Department for Communities and Local Government). We
will have to make enquiries, then enter a detailed work proposal and costed request.
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Fun Day 2018
We hope to have general status update and further information available to show at the forthcoming Village Fun Day on
23 June 2018.
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Great Barford & Mowsbury Cricket Club

The playing season started in rather difficult conditions, as you are probably aware we do not pick when
the games are played, the league issues us with a fixture list, which we have to adhere to, any games we
do not play we would incur a £24 fine plus a deduction of 30 points. We always ask for the Fun Day to be
kept free of games at Barford. The fixture list was very interesting in that 7 out of the last 8 games were at
home, which meant a lot of work during that time. The outcome of the season was that we finished mid
table in Division One, which was a surprise after the start of the season. We had to look at getting a
sightscreen to remain in this division, at the end of the season, when suppliers were having sales, we
decided on one. With the great help of Councillor Moon we managed to get one that can be put at the end
nearest Green End Road, it is in pieces in the storage building at the moment, when we put it together,
we will be able to see how we can easily take it apart after each game to store in the building which I feel
we must do. Once again may I offer the Club's thanks to Councillor Moon for his great help with the
Sightscreen, and in the past, the Scarifier.
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GREAT BARFORD BOWLS AND PETANQUE CLUB
Why is the club such a valuable organisation in Great Barford?
Sometimes described as a game for young people played by the old, bowls combines gentle exercise
with a social dimension. Unlike so many other sports, each bowls team is made up of players of different
levels of ability, and beginners are encouraged to play right from the start. This means they get into the
sport quickly and play alongside more experienced players who will support and coach them. Games are
followed by time for socializing. Petanque, however, is a sport with a difference needing flair rather than
stamina.
Perhaps of more importance is the social and community dimension. Historically the club has been
primarily a sporting club with occasional social activities, for example coffee mornings. However, the
feeling in the club is that improved clubhouse and facilities, like the car park and convenient pedestrian
entrance, make it a valuable community resource.
The NHS state that going out to be involved with local social groups, particularly in the evening,
improves mental health, mental acuity, self-esteem and quality of life while it reduces the risk of heart
disease, stroke, osteoporosis and lowers blood pressure. Increased participation in present and new
activities in the Clubhouse will have the effect of increasing the health of the area. Being part of a sports
club with activities suitable to all ages (particularly the demographic of this village) will promote the
physical health of the population.
Throughout the year the club has held social events and activities. Already this winter we have had three
Quiz Nights, two Coffee Mornings, a Horse Racing evening, a Bridge day, and weekly Whist and Carpet
Bowls evenings. We are pleased to report that numbers of participants in these activities have been
steadily increasing. In the summer there were a number of club social activities including a spoon drive,
a fish and chips evening and a BBQ as well as Bowls and Petanque involving the WI, scouts and Gunns
Bakery. The members of the Club took an active part in the village “fun day” and Lower School fete. We
also found time for Community social activities including our ever-popular coffee mornings and bingo
evenings.
The clubhouse has been used for Table-Top Sales and Crafts, and weekly Pilates and Yoga classes. It is
used for meetings of the Women’s Institute and other organisations.
We have had leaflet drops and advertising as well as regular reports in the Bugle, Bridge and What’s
on? sections in local magazines.

What makes the Club such a Premier Sporting Facility?
The Bowls and Petanque club has been one of the most forward-looking clubs for some distance around;
from the extension of the playing area and building the car park to the recent extensive work on the
green and Clubhouse building and the promise of great improvements to come. With the introduction of
Petanque and new users of the clubhouse, some aspects of the Bowls Club needed to be improved.
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Successfully applying for funding from a number of sources, we have enlarged and improved the
changing rooms, the seating area and the bar. The toilets are being refurbished and an accessible toilet
has been built. Outside, a new spacious entrance was made closer to the car park and a new wider
paving was laid to make the club safe and conveniently accessible to all. We expect this ample paving
will increase the available seating area and enhance the spectator experience. The need for work on the
paving has given us the opportunity to replace the edges of the green with new guttering. A new floodlit
Petanque piste has been laid and the club is very grateful to Danny Simms for the excellent work he has
put into ensuring we have a very good competitive surface. We would also like to thank the 3 Shires
Petanque Association for the donation of two floodlights.
The official opening of the new extension took place on Saturday 24th June last summer which was also
the 40th anniversary of the Ladies Section at Great Barford.
Following the other refurbishments of recent years and hard work of our green keepers and their
helpers we can rightly claim Great Barford has one of the most outstanding village bowls clubs in the
area. As a result, it has become a popular venue for county bowls games. In the last year the major
event was a Ladies County Bowls Match with Bedfordshire vs Northamptonshire in July. However, the
new status of the club has meant that we have been asked to host three prestigious County Bowls
matches this summer. In July we will have the quarter- and semi-finals of the Ladies County 2-wood
competition and a Men’s Intercounty match and then in August at we will host a Ladies Intercounty
match.
How competitive are our Bowls and Petanque players?
The competitive leagues still ring with our successes mostly by the aptly named ‘A’ team (3rd in division
4, Men’s EAST BEDS league) and our Over 60s Millicent Childs League players (3rd place). The men’s B
team is having to go through a period of consolidation in the East Beds League probably a result of the
promotion from division 6 to 4 in two years. Our Petanque players have also had a good year. Even
though some of our players are less experienced, the side was very competitive and finished creditably
in a tough league. However, we pride ourselves in being a sociable club so we enjoy our friendly games
and encourage every member to take part regardless of ability or experience.
Why have we been successful?
So many of our club members have given of their time and expertise; time running activities and
applying for grants and expertise decorating the clubhouse and tending the green. These improvements
could not have been possible without funding. For example, Great Barford Parish Council funding of the
new Petanque piste was crucial to moving it to the present site. We still have areas which we want to
develop. Great Barford Bowls and Petanque Club would also like to acknowledge and thank the
continued sponsorship by Franklins Farm Butchers and The Black Cat Farm Shop, as well as generous
donations from local business men, various grants and continued support from Great Barford Parish
Council.
Joe Lound-Keast
GBBPC publicity
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