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1. Introduction 
 

1.1 This screening report is used to determine whether or not the content of the Great 
Barford Neighbourhood Plan (NP) requires a Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) in accordance with the European Directive 2001/42/EC and associated 
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. These 
require an SEA to be undertaken for: 

i. Plans which are prepared for town and country planning or land use and 
which set the framework for future development consent of projects listed in 
the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive; or  

ii. Plans which have been determined to require an assessment under the 
Habitats Directive. 

1.2 Plans which determine ‘the use of a small area at local level’ or which only propose 
‘minor modification to a plan’ might be exempt if they are unlikely to have significant 
environmental effects.  NPs containing land allocations for development that are not 
included in the local authority’s plan, are more likely to require an SEA. The main 
determining factor as to whether SEA is required on a NP is if it is likely to have a 
significant effect on the environment.  

1.3 Section 2 of this report outlines the regulations that set the need for this screening 
exercise. Process and criteria of the assessment are set out in Section 3. A brief 
summary of the draft Great Barford NP is provided in Section 4.  

1.4 The screening assessment of the likely significant environmental effects of the NP 
is set out in Section 5 and the decision on the screening is provided in Section 6. 
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2. Legislative Background 

 

2.1 The basis for Strategic Environmental Assessments legislation is European 
Directive 2001/42/EC and was transposed into English law by the Environmental 
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, or SEA Regulations. 
Regulation 9 sets out the process as follows: 

  ‘’Determinations of the responsible authority 

  9. (1) The responsible authority shall determine whether or not a plan, 
programme or modification of a description referred to in – 

(a) paragraph (4) (a) and (b) of regulation 5; 

(b) paragraph (6)(a) of that regulation; or 

(c ) paragraph (6) (b) of that regulation, is likely to have significant 
environmental effects. 

(2) Before making a determination under paragraph (1) the responsible 
authority shall – 

(a) take into account the criteria specified in Schedule 1 to these Regulations; 
and  

(b) consult the consultation bodies 

(3) Where the responsible authority determines that the plan, programme or 
modification is unlikely to have significant environmental effects (and, 
accordingly, does not require an environmental assessment), it shall prepare 
a statement of its reasons for the determination. 

The regulations define that a responsible authority as: 

(a) the authority by which or on whose behalf it is prepared; and  

(b) where, at any particular time, that authority ceases to be responsible, or solely 

responsible, for taking steps in relation to the plan or programme, the person who, 

at that time, is responsible (solely or jointly with the authority) for taking those steps;  

2.2 The Government has stated that Sustainability Appraisals are not needed for 
Neighbourhood Plans (NPPG). It must however be demonstrated how the NP 
contributes to achievement of sustainable development in the area. 
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3. Screening Assessment Process 
 

3.1 The screening opinion assessment is undertaken in two parts: the first part will 
assess whether the plan falls into a category of plans requiring SEA; and the 
second part of the assessment will consider whether the NP is likely to have a 
significant effect on the environment, using criteria drawn from Schedule 1 of the 
EU SEA Directive and the UK Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004. 

3.2 The government guidance ‘A practical guide to the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment Directive 2005; sets out the following approach to be taken in 
determining whether SEA is required, shown in the figure below. 

 

3.3 The criteria for determining the likely significance of effects referred to in Article 3(5) 
of Directive 2001/42/EC and Schedule 1 of The Environmental Assessment of 
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 are set out below: 
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1. The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to 

- the degree to which the plan or programme sets a framework for projects and 
other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating 
conditions or by allocating resources, 

- the degree to which the plan or programme influences other plans and 
programmes including those in a hierarchy, 

- the relevance of the plan or programme for the integration of environmental 
considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development, 

- environmental problems relevant to the plan or programme, 
- the relevance of the plan or programme for the implementation of Community 

legislation on the environment (e.g. plans and programmes linked to waste-
management or water protection). 

2. Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in 
particular, to 

- the probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects, 
- the cumulative nature of the effects, 
- the transboundary nature of the effects, 
- the risks to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents), 
- the magnitude and spatial extent of the effects (geographical area and size of 

the population likely to be affected), 
- the value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to: 
- special natural characteristics or cultural heritage, 
- exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values, 
- intensive land-use, 
- the effects on areas or landscapes which have a recognised national, 

Community or international protection status.  
 

Source: Annex II of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC 
 
3.4 The three statutory consultation bodies (Historic England, Environment Agency and 

Natural England) are to be consulted to determine whether they agree with the 
findings and conclusions of this screening opinion, in establishing whether the Great 
Barford NP requires an SEA and whether it may have a significant environmental 
effect. The statutory bodies were consulted in September 2020 and their responses 
to the consultation are included in Appendix 1.  
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4. Summary of Neighbourhood Plan 
 

4.1 Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan seeks to ensure the sustainable future of the 
village and wider Parish by setting out a series of policies which will ensure that 
new development will be of high quality and retain and enhance the rural character 
of the area. The document is split into chapters which introduce the context of 
neighbourhood planning, the village, the Vision and Objectives of the 
Neighbourhood Plan, planning policies, parish aspirations and arrangements for 
monitoring and review. The following sections contain planning policies as 
described. 

 Section 7, Design, Policy D1 sets out a series of criteria against which proposals 
for new development will be assessed relating to the suitability of the development 
in terms of its natural setting and that the built form is appropriate and will create a 
high quality environment. Policy D2 requires that new development, extension 
included are sustainably designed and constructed, optimising energy efficiency. 
This policy also encourages renewable energy. 

 Section 8, Housing allocates a site known as Great Barford West for 500 homes, a 
number required by the Local Plan Policy 45. Policy H1 sets out a series of criteria 
that need to be addressed by the proposals for the new development such as 
design, range of house size and type, footpaths, cycleways, traffic impact, impact 
on the historic and natural environment, landscaping, flood risk, contributions to 
community facilities and provision of green infrastructure. The intention of the 
Policy is to ensure that the new development will be as sustainable as possible. 

 Section 9, The Natural Environment reflects the importance that residents place 
on the countryside setting and Policy NE1 requires that the landscape, visual 
sensitivities, landscape features and key views are respected and enhanced. 
Nature conservation is addressed in Policy NE2, where natural features and 
biodiversity will be protected and enhanced with biodiversity gains being made 
through new development. 

 Section 10 seeks to protect existing open spaces from inappropriate development, 
provide new open spaces alongside new development and Local Green Spaces 
are identified as being worthy of a high level of protection. 

 Section 11 provides policies to achieve high quality design in the Great Barford 
Conservation Areas and their settings, protect local heritage assets, in particular 
the Barford Bridge and Causeway and archaeology. 

 Section 12 describes the transport links and services in Great Barford Parish and 
seeks to minimise the impact of additional traffic, particularly through the main part 
of the village (TT1). New development is also expected to improve pedestrian 
safety and pavement/footpath/cycleway provision (TT2) 

 Section 13 seeks to retain village community facilities and encourages 
improvements and additional facilities for residents 

 Section 14 supports local businesses and employment and encourages the 
development of small scale new businesses and broadband. 
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5. Assessment 
 

5.1 The first part of the assessment is to establish the need for the SEA. The table 
below shows the assessment determining whether the NP falls into a category of 
plans requiring SEA. The references to Articles are from Directive 2001/42/EC of 
the European Council on the assessment of the effects of certain plans and 
programmes on the environment. 

Stage Y/N Reasons 

1. Is the NP subject to 
preparation and/or 
adoption by a national, 
regional or local authority 
OR prepared by an 
authority for adoption 
through legislative 
procedure by Parliament 
or Government? (Article. 
2(a)) 

Y 

The Local Authority has a statutory 
obligation to make a Neighbourhood Plan 
once it has successfully passed the stages 
as set out in the Neighbourhood Planning 
Regulations. 

2. Is the NP required by 
legislative, regulatory or 
administrative provisions? 
(Article. 2(a)) 

Y 

While it is not mandatory for a 
neighbourhood plan to be prepared, 
however once made, it is part of the 
development plan for assessing planning 
applications. 

3. Is the NP prepared for 
agriculture, forestry, 
fisheries, energy, industry, 
transport, waste 
management, 
telecommunications, 
tourism, town and country 
planning or land use, AND 
does it set framework for 
future development 
consent of projects in 
Annexes I and II to the EIA 
Directive? (Article. 3.2(b)) 

N 

The NP is prepared for town and country 
planning and land use purposes but does 
not explicitly set a framework for future 
development consent of projects in Annexes 
I or II of the EIA Directive. 

4. Will the NP, in view of its 
likely effect on sites, 
require assessment under 
Article 6 or 7 of the 
Habitats Directive? (Art. 
3.2 (b)) 

N 

An appropriate Assessment screening will 
be carried out to ensure that an assessment 
is not required. 

5. Does the NP determine 
the use of small areas at 
local level OR is it a minor 
modification of a 
plan/programme (Article 
3.3 

Y 
If 

yes, 
go to 
Q8 

Yes, the Neighbourhood Plan relates to the 
local area of the designated Neighbourhood 
Area. 
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Stage Y/N Reasons 

6. Does the NP set the 
framework for future 
development consent of 
projects (not just projects 
in annexes to the EIA 
Directive)? (Article. 3.4) 

 

 
N/A 

7. Is the NP’s sole purpose 
to serve national defence 
or budget PP, OR is it co-
financed by structural 
funds or EAGGF 
programmes 2000 to 
2006/7? (Article. 3.8 & 
Article. 3.9) 

 

 
N/A 

 
 

 

8. Is the NP likely to have a 
significant effect on the 
environment? (Article. 3.5) 

N 
See the following table. 
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5.2 The next step in the screening assessment is to establish whether the NP is likely to 
have a significant effect on the environment.  The criteria for determining the likely 
significance of effects are drawn from the Annex II of SEA Directive 2001/42/EC 
and is also set out in Schedule 1 of The Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004. 

 

Criteria for determining 
the likely significant 
effects (Annex II SEA 
Directive) 

Summary of significant effects 

Likely to have 
significant 
environmental 
effects Y/N 

The characteristics of plans and programmes, having regard, in particular, to— 

1a The degree to which 
the plan or 
programme sets a 
framework for 
projects and other 
activities, either with 
regard to the 
location, nature, 
size and operating 
conditions or by 
allocating 
resources. 

The Plan provides for up to 500 new 
dwellings on 3 conjoined sites. 

N 

1b The degree to which 
the plan or 
programme 
influences other 
plans and 
programmes 
including those in a 
hierarchy 

The plan will be complementary to the 
Bedford Borough Development Plan 
which has been subject to SEA. 

N 

1c The relevance of the 
plan or programme 
for the integration of 
environmental 
considerations in 
particular with a 
view to promoting 
sustainable 
development 

The achievement of sustainable 
development is one of the basic 
conditions that a Neighbourhood Plan 
must meet. 

N 

1d Environmental 
problems relevant to 
the plan. 

There are no environmental problems 
relevant to the plan in this parish N 
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Criteria for determining 
the likely significant 
effects (Annex II SEA 
Directive) 

Summary of significant effects 

Likely to have 
significant 
environmental 
effects Y/N 

1e The relevance of the 
plan or programme 
for the 
implementation of 
Community 
legislation on the 
environment (e.g. 
plans and 
programmes linked 
to waste 
management or 
water protection or 
renewable energy 
generation) 

The plan does not relate to waste 
management or water protection. 

N 

Characteristics of the effects and of the area likely to be affected, having regard, in 
particular, to— 

2a The probability, 
duration, frequency 
and reversibility of 
the effects 

The plan includes allocations for 
500 dwellings and considering that 
the sites were put forward during the 
process, it is highly likely that these 
sites will be developed. 

N 

2b The cumulative 
nature of the effects 

The plan covers a small area and 
considering that the plan covers a period 
up to 2030, the cumulative effects 
impacts are considered to be minimal.  

N 

2c The transboundary 
nature of the effects 

It is not considered that the effects will 
have any impact outside the parish. Any 
effects will be mitigated within the area. 

N 

2d The risks to human 
health or 
environment (e.g. 
due to accidents) 

The allocations are only for housing and 
it is not considered that this will cause a 
risk to human health or the environment 
due to accidents. 

N 

2e The magnitude and 
spatial extent of the 
effects 
(geographical area 
and size of the 
population likely to 
be affected) 

The population as measured from the 
2011 census was 2,003 and there were 
881 dwellings. The area of the parish 
was 1,162 hectares which equates to a 
population density of 1.7 people per 
hectare. 

N 
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Criteria for determining 
the likely significant 
effects (Annex II SEA 
Directive) 

Summary of significant effects 

Likely to have 
significant 
environmental 
effects Y/N 

2f The value and 
vulnerability of the 
area likely to be 
affected due to: 

 Special natural 
characteristics or 
cultural heritage; 

 Exceeded 
environmental 
quality standards 
or limit values; or 

 Intensive land 
use 

The plan includes policies to ensure that 
cultural heritage is either preserved or 
enhanced. There are no other special 
natural characteristics that are related to 
the allocated development site or within 
the Parish boundary. The proposed 
development is not considered to be an 
intensive use of land. 

N 

2g The effects on areas 
or landscapes which 
have a recognised 
national, community or 
international protection 
status. 

There are no national or internationally 
recognised areas or landscapes within 
the parish. 

N 
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6. Screening Outcome 
 

6.1 The screening assessment undertaken in Section 5 concludes that it is unlikely 
there will be any significant environmental effects arising from the Great Barford 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

7. Determination 
 

7.1 Based on the above information and the responses from the Statutory Consultees, 
the ‘Responsible Body’ being Great Barford Parish Council, conclude that a 
Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required, and records that determination 
pursuant to Regulation 9(3) of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and 
Programmes Regulations 2004. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful references: 

Bedford Borough Local Plan  

https://bbcdevwebfiles.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Planning%20and%20Building/local-plan-
2030/Local%20Plan%202030%20ADOPTED%20VERSION.pdf 

BBC Local Plan SEA  

http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=RKoAzFnTUaJP9GurwCiGQw%3d%3d&name=
25a%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20September%202018.pdf 

BBC Local Plan SEA Appendices 

http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=uMkRaEuAy6gM%2bnuRi5pusg%3d%3d&na
me=24b%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20Appendices%20January%202018.pdf 

 

 

 

https://bbcdevwebfiles.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Planning%20and%20Building/local-plan-2030/Local%20Plan%202030%20ADOPTED%20VERSION.pdf
https://bbcdevwebfiles.blob.core.windows.net/webfiles/Planning%20and%20Building/local-plan-2030/Local%20Plan%202030%20ADOPTED%20VERSION.pdf
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=RKoAzFnTUaJP9GurwCiGQw%3d%3d&name=25a%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20September%202018.pdf
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=RKoAzFnTUaJP9GurwCiGQw%3d%3d&name=25a%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20September%202018.pdf
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=uMkRaEuAy6gM%2bnuRi5pusg%3d%3d&name=24b%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20Appendices%20January%202018.pdf
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=uMkRaEuAy6gM%2bnuRi5pusg%3d%3d&name=24b%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20Appendices%20January%202018.pdf
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Appendix 1 – Responses to Consultation from Statutory Bodies 
of: Natural England, 

Environment Agency and 

Historic England. 

 

Invite to Consultees 

From: Graham Pendrey 

Sent: 16 September 2020 17:04 

To: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk; eastofengland@historicengland.org.uk; 

planning_liaison.anglian_central@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Cc: Joanne Lee 

Subject: Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening - Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Great Barford Parish Council have prepared a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) screening opinion of their 

Neighbourhood Plan (NP). The relevant body is legally required to screen the Plan and provide its opinion as to whether it 

will require SEA, as well as consult statutory consultees on this opinion before issuing a Screening Statement detailing 

reasons for the determination. 

 

The Council is requesting your comments on the attached screening opinion for the Draft Great Barford NP. Maps can be 

found at the end of the document. Whilst it is in draft form currently and there is some minor additional information to be 

added to the Draft NP, the Parish Council is confident that the objectives and policies will largely remain unchanged prior 

to Regulation 14 consultation. 

 

Following a screening process based on a standard set of criteria, the Council has determined that the Great Barford NP 

will not result in having a significant effect on the Environment and therefore does not require a full SEA. This view is 

supported by the Bedford Borough Local Plan SEA which concluded that an allocation of 500 houses at Great Barford would 

not have a significant impact. The report can be found here 

http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=RKoAzFnTUaJP9GurwCiGQw%3d%3d&name=25a%20-

%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20September%202018.pdf 

 

and the appendices here (pages 160-175 are relevant) 

http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=uMkRaEuAy6gM%2bnuRi5pusg%3d%3d&name=24b%20-

%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20Appendices%20January%202018.pdf 

 

As part of assessment of significant effects, the Council will screen the Plan as to whether it is likely to have significant 

impacts on nature conservation sites that are of European importance. This part of the assessment will be based on 

findings of Habitat Regulation screening undertaken for Bedford Brough Local Plan. 

http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=67PnVbzF3aKwT%2fVgxkUfEw%3d%3d&name=26%20-

%20Habitats%20Regulations%20Assessment.pdf 

 

The Council seeks your opinion as to whether you agree with our reasons for the determination that the Great Barford NP 

does not require a full SEA and Appropriate Assessment. Please provide a response within 4 weeks (before 16 October 

2020) otherwise we will assume you agree with our conclusion.  

 

Many thanks 

 

Kind regards 

Graham Pendrey 

Chair, Parish Council 

Great Barford 

https://greatbarford.org.uk/ 
 

mailto:graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:eastofengland@historicengland.org.uk
mailto:planning_liaison.anglian_central@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=RKoAzFnTUaJP9GurwCiGQw%3d%3d&name=25a%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20September%202018.pdf
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=RKoAzFnTUaJP9GurwCiGQw%3d%3d&name=25a%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20September%202018.pdf
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=uMkRaEuAy6gM%2bnuRi5pusg%3d%3d&name=24b%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20Appendices%20January%202018.pdf
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=uMkRaEuAy6gM%2bnuRi5pusg%3d%3d&name=24b%20-%20Sustainability%20Appraisal%20Report%20Appendices%20January%202018.pdf
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=67PnVbzF3aKwT%2fVgxkUfEw%3d%3d&name=26%20-%20Habitats%20Regulations%20Assessment.pdf
http://edrms.bedford.gov.uk/OpenDocument.aspx?id=67PnVbzF3aKwT%2fVgxkUfEw%3d%3d&name=26%20-%20Habitats%20Regulations%20Assessment.pdf
https://greatbarford.org.uk/
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Natural England 
 

From: SM-NE-Consultations (NE) 

Sent: 23 September 2020 12:18 

To: graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk 

Subject: Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) 

Screening - Great BarfordNeighbourhood Plan - NE 

Response 

 

Please find Natural England’s response in relation to the 

above mentioned consultation attached herewith. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Ben Jones 

 

Operations Delivery 

Consultations Team 

Natural England 

Hornbeam House 

Electra Way 

Crewe 

Cheshire 

CW1 6GJ 

Email: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk 

 

www.gov.uk/natural-england 

 

 During the current coronavirus situation, Natural 

England staff are working remotely and from some 

offices to provide our services and support our 

customers and stakeholders. Although some offices and 

our Mail Hub are now open, please continue to send any 

documents by email or contact us by phone to let us 

know how we can help you. See the latest news on the 

coronavirus at http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus and 

Natural England’s regularly updated operational 

update at https://www.gov.uk/government/news/opera

tional-update-covid-19.   

 Wash hands. Cover face. Make space. 

 
 

 
 
  

mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk
mailto:graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk
mailto:consultations@naturalengland.org.uk
http://www.gov.uk/natural-england
http://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/operational-update-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/operational-update-covid-19
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Date: 23 September 2020  
Our ref: 328122  
Your ref: Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan  
Graham Pendrey  
graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk   

BY EMAIL ONLY  

 
 

Hornbeam House  
Crewe Business Park  
Electra Way  
Crewe  
Cheshire  
CW1 6GJ  
 T 0300 060 3900   

Dear Mr Pendrey,  

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening - Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan  

Thank you for your consultation on the above dated 16 September 2020 which was received by Natural  
England on 16 September 2020  

Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to ensure that the natural  
environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for the benefit of present and future generations,  
thereby contributing to sustainable development.   

Screening Request: Strategic Environmental Assessment  

It is our advice, on the basis of the material supplied with the consultation, that, in so far as our  strategic 
environmental interests (including but not limited to statutory designated sites, landscapes  and 
protected species, geology and soils) are concerned, that there are unlikely to be significant  
environmental effects from the proposed plan.   

Neighbourhood Plan  

Guidance on the assessment of Neighbourhood Plans, in light of the Environmental Assessment of  Plans 
and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended), is contained within the National Planning  Practice 
Guidance. The guidance highlights three triggers that may require the production of an SEA,  for instance 
where:  

•a neighbourhood plan allocates sites for development  

•the neighbourhood area contains sensitive natural or heritage assets that may be affected by the  
proposals in the plan  

•the neighbourhood plan may have significant environmental effects that have not already been  
considered and dealt with through a sustainability appraisal of the Local Plan.  

We have checked our records and based on the information provided, we can confirm that in our view  
the proposals contained within the plan will not have significant effects on sensitive sites that Natural  
England has a statutory duty to protect.   

We are not aware of significant populations of protected species which are likely to be affected by the  
policies / proposals within the plan. It remains the case, however, that the responsible authority should  
provide information supporting this screening decision, sufficient to assess whether protected species  
are likely to be affected. 
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Notwithstanding this advice, Natural England does not routinely maintain locally specific data on all  
potential environmental assets. As a result the responsible authority should raise environmental issues  
that we have not identified on local or national biodiversity action plan species and/or habitats, local  
wildlife sites or local landscape character, with its own ecological and/or landscape advisers, local  record 
centre, recording society or wildlife body on the local landscape and biodiversity receptors that  may be 
affected by this plan, before determining whether an SA/SEA is necessary.  

Please note that Natural England reserves the right to provide further comments on the environmental  
assessment of the plan beyond this SEA/SA screening stage, should the responsible authority seek  our 
views on the scoping or environmental report stages. This includes any third party appeal against  any 
screening decision you may make.  

For any new consultations, or to provide further information on this consultation please send your  
correspondences to consultations@naturalengland.org.uk.  

Yours sincerely,  

Ben Jones  

Consultations Team 
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Environment Agency 
 

From: Benn, Neville 

Sent: 22 September 2020 08:25 

To: Graham Pendrey 

Subject: [SPAM] RE: Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening - GreatBarford Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Dear Graham 

 

We agree with the conclusions that have been reached. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

Neville Benn 

Senior Planning Advisor  

Sustainable Places 

East Anglia Area (West) 

 

* Environment Agency, Bromholme Lane, Brampton, Huntingdon, Cambs. PE28 4NE 

( Internal: 51906 

( External: 0203 0251906 

( Mobile: 07471 021540 

: neville.benn@environment-agency.gov.uk 

 

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:neville.benn@environment-agency.gov.uk
mailto:graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk
mailto:neville.benn@environment-agency.gov.uk
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Historic England 
 

From: James, Edward 

Sent: 14 October 2020 17:15 

To: graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk 

Subject: RE: Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening - GreatBarford Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Dear Graham,  

 

Thank you for consulting Historic England about this SEA Screening.  

 

I note from the report and from the draft neighbourhood plan that, as per the requirements of the Bedford 

Local Plan, your parish neighbourhood plan intends to allocate land for the construction of 500 houses. The 

Screening Report you have provided concludes that it will not result in significant effects, but provides no 

evidence to back up that conclusion. I note your reference to the Sustainability Appraisal for the Bedford Local 

Plan. However, owing to the fact that the Local Plan delegated the actual allocation of the sites to your parish, 

it does not assess individual sites to a sufficient degree of detail to determine that the development specific 

sites you plan intends to allocate will not result in significant effects. This is a problem that we have faced with 

the other three villages similarly identified for 500 new houses.  

 

Please could I therefore ask you to send me copies of the AECOM site assessment document, as well as the 

Consultation Statement and Allocations report, both of which are mentioned in your draft neighbourhood 

plan, but not included in the attached information. After some consultation, we have agreed with Bedford 

Borough Council that these documents (for all the four villages) may, providing they themselves have been 

produced to an appropriate standard, provide sufficient information and robust evidence in order to come to a 

conclusion.  

 

Kind regards and thanks,  

 

Edward 

------------------------------------ 

Edward James  

Historic Places Adviser - East of England 

Historic England  

 

Direct Line: 01223 582 746  

Mobile: 07833 718 273 

  

 
Historic England 

Brooklands | 24 Brooklands Avenue | Cambridge | CB2 8BU 

www.historicengland.org.uk 

 

Twitter: @HE_EoE  

  

mailto:Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk
mailto:graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk
http://www.historicengland.org.uk/
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From: Graham Pendrey 

Sent: 20 October 2020 08:49 

To: James, Edward 

Subject: RE: Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening -GreatBarford Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Dear Edward, 

 

Please find the documents attached as requested in your email. 

 

The AECOM Site Assessment Report looks in detail at all the sites that had been submitted and 

assessed by Bedford Borough as part of the technical process of producing their Local Plan 2030, 

now adopted. The SHELAA (Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment) was the 

key document assessing the suitability, availability and deliverability of the sites. The AECOM report 

consolidated those results and then applied local criteria (which I am sure you will note included 

heritage). It then made recommendations as to several site combination options that could be chosen 

to provide the 500 houses. It is available here https://greatbarford.org.uk/wp-

content/uploads/2019/10/Great-Barford-NP-Site-Assessment-Final-03.06.19.pdf 

 

Following the previous Site Assessment Report produced by AECOM, a small parcel of land was put 

forward for consideration very late in the NP process. AECOM were again commissioned to assess 

this new submission, and also comment of representations received from agents acting on behalf of 

owners of sites assessed in the May 2019 report. A copy of this Addendum is attached for your 

information. 

 

You may also wish to see the Green Infrastructure Plan which is a background document to the NP. 

 

The Site Allocations Report, whilst this is mentioned in the Draft NP, it has not yet been produced as 

a finished report. This document is intended to explain how the decision was made to allocate Great 

Barford West following the AECOM report and the public consultations that took place. A Draft is 

attached. 

 

The Consultation Statement is also not yet completed, but will explain all public consultations and 

involvement in the process. The Draft is attached. 

 

Please understand that these latter two documents are in draft form and therefore must remain 

confidential. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information or have any other queries. 

 

 

Kind regards 

Graham Pendrey 

Chair, Parish Council 

Great Barford 

 
 
 
  

mailto:graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk
mailto:Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk
https://greatbarford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Great-Barford-NP-Site-Assessment-Final-03.06.19.pdf
https://greatbarford.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Great-Barford-NP-Site-Assessment-Final-03.06.19.pdf
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From: Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Sent: 21 October 2020 11:46 

To: graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk 

Subject: Historic England advice on case PL00716322 

 

Dear Mr Pendrey,  

 

I am writing in relation to the following: 

 

SEA/SA/IIA: Strategic Environmental Assessment/ Sustainability Appraisal/ Integrated Impact Assessment 

Strategic Environmental Assessment for Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan, Bedfordshire 

[Case Ref. PL00716322; HE File Ref. ; Your Reference. ] 

 

Thank you for consulting Historic England about this SEA, and for providing the addtional information 

requested. Please find our response attached.  

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

Edward James   

Historic Places Advisor, East of England 

E-mail: Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

Direct Dial: 01223 582746 

 

We help people understand, enjoy and value the historic environment, and protect it for the future. Historic 

England is a public body, and we champion everyone’s heritage, across England. 

 

This e-mail (and any attachments) is confidential and may contain personal views which are not the views of 

Historic England unless specifically stated. If you have received it in error, please delete it from your system 

and notify the sender immediately. Do not use, copy or disclose the information in any way nor act in reliance 

on it. Any information sent to Historic England may become publicly available. Please read our full privacy 

policy (https://www.historicengland.org.uk/terms/privacy-cookies/) for more information. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk
mailto:graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk


 

 

 

 

24 BROOKLANDS AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE, CB2 8BU 

Telephone 01223 582749 

HistoricEngland.org.uk 
 

 

Historic England is subject to both the Freedom of Information Act (2000) and Environmental Information Regulations (2004). Any Information held 

by the organisation can be requested for release under this legislation. 
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Mr Graham Pendrey Direct Dial: 01223 582746   

Great Barford Parish Council     

Great Barford Our ref: PL00716322   

 21 October 2020   

 

 

Dear Mr Pendrey 

 

RE: Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan SEA Screening 

 

Thank you for inviting Historic England to comment on the above consultation. As the Government’s 

adviser on the historic environment Historic England is keen to ensure that the protection of the 

historic environment is fully taken into account at all stages and levels of the local planning process. 

Therefore we welcome this opportunity to review the Screening Report for this plan. For the 

purposes of this consultation, Historic England will confine its advice to the question, “Is it (the Great 

Barford Neighbourhood Plan) likely to have a significant effect on the historic environment?”. Our 

comments are based on the information supplied with the Screening Opinion.   

 

The Screening Report indicates that the Council considers that the plan will not have any significant 

effects on the historic environment.  

 

We note that the plan proposes to allocate a site for the development of 500 residential units plus 

associated landscaping, infrastructure etc. Having reviewed the material provided to us as part of 

this consultation, and in the context of the criteria set out in Schedule 1 of the Environmental 

Assessment Regulations [Annex II of ‘SEA’ Directive], Historic England concurs with the Council that 

the preparation of a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required. 

 

We note that the site proposed potentially contains archaeological remains, as highlighted in the 

AECOM site assessment report. Historic England strongly advises that the archaeological staff of 

Bedford Borough Council are closely involved throughout the preparation of the plan and its 

assessment, particularly with regard to the need for any archaeological investigation on the 

allocated site, and the use of this information to inform the site allocation policy and the 

development of the masterplan for the site’s development. They will be able to assist by providing 

access to data held in the Historic Environment Record (HER), and advising specifically how the 

allocation policy or proposal can be tailored to minimise potential adverse impacts on the historic 

environment, as well as the nature and design of any required mitigation measures; and 

opportunities for securing wider benefits for the future conservation and management of heritage 

assets. 
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HistoricEngland.org.uk 
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The views of the other two statutory consultation bodies should be taken into account before the 

 

overall decision on the need for an SEA is made. 

 

I should be pleased if you can send a copy of the determination as required by REG 11 of the 

Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004. 

 

We should like to stress that this opinion is based on the information provided by you with your 

correspondence on 16 September and 20 October 2020.  To avoid any doubt, this does not reflect 

our obligation to provide further advice on later stages of the SEA process and, potentially, object to 

specific proposals which may subsequently arise (either as a result of this consultation or in later 

versions of the plan) where we consider that, despite the SEA, these would have an adverse effect 

upon the environment. 

 

Please do contact me, either via email or the number above, if you have any queries. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Edward James 

Historic Places Advisor, East of England 

Edward.James@HistoricEngland.org.uk 

 

cc:  
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Appendix 2 – Notice of Determination Statement to Statutory Bodies 
 

 

Notice to Consultees 

 
From: Graham Pendrey 

Sent: 20 November 2020 18:25 

To: consultations@naturalengland.org.uk; eastofengland@historicengland.org.uk; 

planning_liaison.anglian_central@environment-agency.gov.uk 

Subject: RE: Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening – Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Great Barford Parish Council has now finalised a Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) Screening of their 

Neighbourhood Plan (NP). 

 

An independent Habitat Regulations Assessment (HRA) Screening for the Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan concluded 

that the Plan can proceed as it will not have adverse impacts on any Natura 2000 sites, the qualifying features and/or the 

integrity of those sites itself or in combination with other plans that have currently been adopted. An assessment under 

Article 6 or 7 of the Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) is not therefore required and will not necessitate a Strategic 

Environmental Assessment to be undertaken. 

 

Based on the previous draft SEA Screening and the responses from the Statutory Consultees, Great Barford Parish Council, 

conclude that a Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required, and records that outcome pursuant to Regulation 9(3) 

of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, with a Determination Statement at Section 7 

of the SEA Screening report. 

 

Pursuant to Regulation 11 of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, the ‘Responsible 

Body’ being Great Barford Parish Council is sending a copy of the SEA Screening Report GBNP 2020, with Determination 

Statement, to the statutory consultees. 

 

 

Kind regards 

Graham Pendrey 

Chair, Parish Council 

Great Barford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk
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Great Barford Parish Council 
The Parish Council Office 

Green End Farm 

108 Green End Road 

Great Barford 

Beds 

MK44 3HD 

 

Tel: 01234 870245 

email: clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 

web: www.greatbarford.org.uk 
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