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1. Introduction 

1.1. Great Barford Parish Council in its preparing of a Neighbourhood Plan, considered 
the protection of land as open space for recreation, character and significance to 
the local communities.  

1.2. One of the mechanisms by which spaces can be protected is by applying a Local 
Green Space designation. The Local Green Space designation was introduced by 
the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) in March 2012 which offers a high 
degree of protection to areas of importance to the local community. This is on the 
basis that the land meets certain criteria to achieve the designation.  

1.3. This policy outlines the process that the Parish Council has undertaken in 
identifying sites that are considered to be appropriate to be classified as Local 
Green Space.  

1.4. The methodology expands on the principles of Local Green Space as identified 
within the revised NPPF. The NPPF provides initial guiding principles around which 
the Local Green Space designation should be formed however it leaves the 
decision-making process to the Local Authority, in partnership with local 
communities, to designate Local Green Space.  

1.5. The NPPF in paragraph 99 states that ‘the designation of land as Local Green 
Space through local and neighbourhood plans allows communities to identify and 
protect green areas of particular importance to them. Designating land as Local 
Green Space should be consistent with the local planning of sustainable 
development and complement investment in sufficient homes, jobs and other 
essential services. Local Green Spaces should only be designated when a plan is 
prepared or updated and be capable of enduring beyond the end of the plan 
period’ 

1.6. As part of its Local Plan 2030 Bedford Borough Council produced a Local Green 
Space Methodology in 2018.  Great Barford Parish Council submitted eleven sites 
for consideration for designation through the Local Green Spaces Site 
Assessments, September 2018.  Of these eleven, only three were assessed as 
Recommended for Designation. 
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Site Designation 
Site number - 192 
Site name –graveyard and open space at New Road 

No 

Site number – 193 
Site name – Jordans Close Scout Activity Centre 

No 

Site number – 194 
Site name – play area off Chapel Field 

Yes 

Site number - 195 
Site name – space at High Street 

No 

Site number - 196 
Site name – playing field, Fishers Close 

Yes 

Site number - 197 
Site name – village green New Road, opposite the Anchor Pub 

No 

Site number - 198 
Site name – Alban Academy playing field * 

No 

Site number – 199 
Site name –Allotments, New Road 

Yes 

Site number - 200 
Site name – lower school playing field, Silver Street * 

No 

Site number - 201 
Site name – playing field association –behind Alban Academy * 

No 

Site number - 202 
Site name – land at High Street 

No 

*  Since the process took place Alban Academy has become Great Barford Primary Academy. 

1.7. Bedford Borough Council decided not to designate Local Green Spaces in Great 
Barford in the Local Plan because the Neighbourhood Plan was underway and 
they considered that the Neighbourhood Plan should designate them. 

1.8. As part of the Neighbourhood Plan process it was decided to assess areas for 
Local Green Space designation using our own methodology in line with the 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).   

1.9. The Parish Council sought sites for consideration to be designated. The sites 
chosen were those originally submitted to Bedford Borough plus all other green 
sites within the village.  These sites were assessed against the criteria to 
determine if they were suitable for the LGS designation. As such, some were 
dismissed at an early stage as they had serious shortcomings.  

1.10. The NPPF within paragraph 99 states that ‘designation of land as Local Green 
Space through local and neighbourhood plans allows communities to identify and 
protect green areas of particular importance to them’. Therefore, national policy 
supports local communities where they have submitted a site for consideration.  

1.11. Within Great Barford, 10 sites were assessed, the three that had been successful 
in the initial Bedford Borough Local Plan methodology along with a further seven. 
Of these seven, four exceeded the threshold using the Great Barford 
methodology and are therefore included whereas the remaining three did not 
meet the required standard. 
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2. Local Green Space Criteria 

2.1. These criteria for undertaking the assessment of the sites are specified below and 
are based around the principles as stated within the NPPF paragraphs 99 and 100 
as well as additional guidance contained within the Planning Practice Guidance 
(PPG). There is no standard methodology produced by the Government against 
which the areas proposed to be designated as Local Green Space are assessed. 
The Parish Council has produced its own methodology, to accord with the NPPF 
and guidance as set out within PPG.  

2.2. The NPPF and PPG sets out the main principles for Local Green Space designations 
which include three key criteria that need to be met in order for the site to be 
considered as Local Green Space. The three criteria are:  

• Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;  

• Demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 
significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its 
wildlife; and  

• Local in character and is not an extensive tract of land  

Reasonably close proximity to the community it serves  

2.3. The NPPF and PPG do not define what ‘reasonably close proximity’ means. The 
NPPF states that to be considered for designation, the green space should be in 
reasonably close proximity to the community the space serves.  The PPG states 
that the proximity of designated Local Green Space to the community will depend 
on local circumstances. It specifies that if public access is a key factor, then the 
site would normally be within easy walking distance of the community it serves.  

2.4. The Government does not intend for green spaces which are isolated or not easily 
accessible to be designated. The Parish Council focused on the accessibility of the 
land, which included how accessible the land is in terms of public footpaths and 
whether there are barriers e.g. roads etc.  

2.5. Natural England’s Accessible Natural Greenspace Guidance sets out an 
appropriate walking distance when assessing the proximity of a community to a 
service or facility. The standard distance given is 300m and this was deemed 
appropriate as part of the assessment. This distance was used as a guide rather 
than the sole determining factor. The main intention of this criterion is to focus 
on the accessibility of the land.  

Demonstrably special to the local community  

2.6. The NPPF states in order to be considered for designation, the site or area should 
be demonstrably special to a local community and have a particular local 
significance. Five factors for consideration as part of this assessment are listed 
below:  

• Beauty 

• Historic significance 
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• Recreational value (including as a playing field) 

• Tranquillity 

• Richness of its wildlife  
2.7. There are no definitions as to the meanings of the above. It is therefore for the 

Parish Council to determine where a site or area is considered to be 
‘demonstrably special to a local community’. Factors which were considered as 
part of an assessment relating to each of the five bullet points are listed below. It 
is not necessary that a local green space meets all of these factors for the space to 
be considered however it should meet at least one:  

• Beauty – includes the visual attractiveness of the area(s) and their 
contribution to townscape, landscape and character. Any flora and 
fauna which are considered to be special to the local area will also be 
important. Areas designated as Local Green Space will contribute to 
local character and help to form the identity of the place.  

• Historic significance – factors include whether the area has 
archaeological value, is within, or impacts upon, a conservation area or 
if the area provides a setting for a statutorily listed building or similar 
historic feature.  

• Recreational value – this would include an area which supports 
activities or events which are considered to provide value to the 
community and are considered to be of local significance. As part of 
this, the importance of the space will be assessed through its use by 
residents and the proximity to other spaces offering similar facilities.  

• Tranquillity – this includes providing value through offering an area 
which is away from urban areas or provides a space for reflection. 
These areas will allow its users to be away from pollution and noise and 
provide an environment where the users can escape to.  

• Richness of wildlife – the area(s) may have ecological importance, 
be subject to local, national or international designations due to its 
wildlife or support wildlife which can be evidenced such as through 
supporting hedgerows, ponds, mature trees.  

2.8. The Parish Council collected evidence for sites that were assessed as to why that 
site and/or area is of significance to the local community and why it should be 
considered suitable for the protection afforded by its designation. Evidence 
including, for example, photographic evidence or details of how the community 
has used the space over a period of time e.g. community events.  

Local in character and not an extensive tract of land  

2.9. The NPPF states that the Local Green Space designation should only be applied 
where the green space is not an extensive tract of land. PPG states that there are 
no rules governing how large a Local Green Space can be and a degree of 
judgement will be needed. However, along with the NPPF principles, blanket 
designations of open countryside adjacent to settlements will not be considered 
appropriate. This seeks to ensure that the designation is not used as a means to 
achieve a new area of Green Belt by another name.  
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2.10. As a guideline, the Parish Council will not seek to designate any land which is 
larger than 10ha (approximately 24 acres). This threshold was selected as Local 
Green Spaces should have ‘clear and definable boundaries’ and those that were 
above this threshold tended not to meet this criterion. The 10ha limit is also 
considered to be an appropriate threshold as spaces which are not designated as 
Green Belt fall below this size.  

2.11. The minimum threshold proposed is that any area below 0.25 hectares (0.6 acres) 
would not be designated. This represents the size of an area which can 
accommodate approximately one residential unit. 

Sites with Planning Permission  

2.12. As set out within PPG, sites which have planning permission for development will 
not be considered suitable for the designation and were therefore discounted.  

3. Scoring 

Demonstrably special to the local community  

A)  Beauty  

3.1. The Parish Council assessed the visual attractiveness of areas and their 
contribution to the local character, landscape, flora and fauna.  

Score  Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, 
provides a good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, 
provides a very good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good 
quality, provides an excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

B)  Historic Significance  

3.2. Consideration was given to the proposed areas and whether they, or parts of 
them, have a historical significance. The areas may reflect an archaeological site 
or other historical feature, provide the setting to a statutory listed building or 
scheduled monument or be within a Conservation Area.  

 

Score  Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
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Sub-criteria  

Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally listed building.  

Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally listed building.  

Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled ancient monument.  

Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a conservation area.  

C)  Recreational Value  

3.3. A Local Green Space would normally be more than just an informal play area or 
grassed pitches. For an area to be designated, the local significance of its 
recreational value, in terms of the variety of activities it supports and therefore its 
value to the community would need to be demonstrated. As part of this, the 
frequency of use by residents and the proximity to other similar spaces was 
assessed to ensure that those spaces which are used by the community and are 
more isolated from other recreation land are considered for the importance of 
their role.  

 

Score  Required Attributes  

0 
Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited 
recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible 
to a limited group of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation 
facilities, and no information provided/evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or 
information provided on/evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities 
(fair condition and range) and/or information on/evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent 
facilities (good/excellent condition and range) and information on/evidence of 
frequent use.  

Note: 
Additional weight to be added if no other similar spaces are within 800m (10 mins) of 
the space being assessed to ensure that spaces which are more isolated but provide 
recreational value are recognised for their importance. 

D)  Richness of Wildlife  

3.4. A Local Green Space may be of particular local significance because of its 
importance for wildlife. The Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 
2006 recognised the importance of certain Principal Habitats and Species.  These 
Section 41 lists are periodically updated. This assessment is based around theses 
Principal Habitats and Species.  It is not envisaged that species lists will be drawn 
up for each site but that the presence of species from the Section 41 list be noted.  
See Appendix 1 for more information.  
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Score  Required Attributes  

1 
Low species richness.  Single habitat, not of Principal Importance, no evidence of 
Species of Principal importance. 

2 
Moderate species richness.  Several different habitats present including at least one 
Habitat of Principal Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species.   

3 
Good species richness.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal 
Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species 

4 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal 
Importance, evidence/observations of several S41 species. 

5 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal 
Importance, evidence/observations of several S41 species including breeding sites. 

E)  Tranquillity  

3.5. Great Barford is a rural village and so is naturally a tranquil place.  The only real 
sources of disturbance are from traffic travelling within and through the village.  
The following attributes are a recognition of this. 

 

Score  Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and 
screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads 
and/or by neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and 
screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some 
neighbouring uses causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. 
Scale of site may mean there are undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area 
with low levels of noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational 
activities. Degree of self- containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-
contain limit noise and disturbance.  

 

3.6. In designating an area as Local Green Space an area has to achieve over 50% of 
the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of the 25 available, it 
would be considered for designation. This is because it would need to score highly 
against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) 
against two criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it was also 
considered for designation due it scoring so highly against those criteria.  

3.7. If an area scored below 13 points and does not score 5 against two criteria then it 
was not considered for designation as the area is not considered to be meeting 
the requirements of the criteria sufficiently to warrant designation.  
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4. Local Green Space Assessments 

Name of site Allotments – Addingtons 
Road 

 Assessor DCE 

Location OS Grid Ref: TL 13300 52400  

Description 
 
 

Village Allotments off Addingtons 
Road 

 Date December 
2019 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 
 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  
0.7ha Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 
 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  
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4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  

Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

 Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
None or limited evidence in relation to wildlife observed on the site, and the open space is not in, or in 
close proximity to any designated area of ecological significance. There is however an assumed level of 
wildlife value to the site (habits or species).  

2 
Good evidence in relation to wildlife observed on site but open space is not in or close proximity to any 
designated area of ecological significance.  

3 
Good level of evidence in relation to wildlife on site, and open space is located in close proximity to, or 
is designated as, an area of local ecological importance or Local Nature Reserve.  

4 
Good level of evidence in relation to wildlife observed on the site, and the site is located in close 
proximity to a site of national significance i.e. Site of Special Scientific Interest.  

5 
Good level of evidence in relation to wildlife on the site, and the site is located in close proximity to site 
of international importance i.e. Special Protection Area or RAMSAR site.  

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit noise 
and disturbance.  

15 TOTAL SCORE 15: DESIGNATE AS LGS 
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Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.  

The table below shows the evidence for the score given in the check sheet.   

  

Beauty Evidence Score from check sheet 3 

 
These allotments are well kept and tidy.  They are bounded by hedgerows.   
 
The allotments provide a gap in the frontage which contributes to the character of a settlement by 
providing a view into a village which forms part of the village setting. 

 
 

Historic significance Evidence Score from check sheet 0 

 
The site has a view of Brook House, a grade II listed property. 

 
 

Recreational value Evidence Score from check sheet 5 
 
The allotments are publicly accessible and valuable to the local community for recreation. The 
allotments are very popular in the community; all of the plots are leased and there is a waiting list. 
 
The allotments are all used regularly and provide both a recreational and social function whilst 
enabling residents the opportunity to grow their own food. 
 
 

Richness of wildlife Evidence Score from check sheet 2 
 
The hedgerows provide nesting sites for birds, which use the allotments as a source of food. 
 
The brook to the southern boundary provides habitat for aquatic invertebrates as well as the 
occasional small mammal.  
 
 

Tranquillity Evidence Score from check sheet 5 

 
There is only one boundary next to a public road (Addingtons Road) this is a very quiet road with 
little through traffic.  On the opposite side of the road is an arable field. 
 
The opposite boundary is onto open fields, a third onto the village Brook.  There are numerous large 
trees in the immediate vicinity.  The last boundary is adjacent to a property. 
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Any other mitigating evidence 

 
The site has a social connection providing allotments for the community and a physical connection 
located adjoining residential premises. 
 

It was recommended for designation as Local Green Space in the Bedford Borough Council 
Local Green Spaces Site Assessments in September 2018. 
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Name of site Jordans Close Activity 
Centre 

 Assessor DCE 

Location OS Grid Ref: TL 13520 51790  

Description 
 
 

Activity Centre located between New 
Road and the River Great Ouse  

 Date December 
2019 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  
0.9ha Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  
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Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
None or limited evidence in relation to wildlife observed on the site, and the open space is not in, or in 
close proximity to any designated area of ecological significance. There is however an assumed level of 
wildlife value to the site (habits or species).  

2 
Good evidence in relation to wildlife observed on site but open space is not in or close proximity to any 
designated area of ecological significance.  

3 
Good level of evidence in relation to wildlife on site, and open space is located in close proximity to, or 
is designated as, an area of local ecological importance or Local Nature Reserve.  

4 
Good level of evidence in relation to wildlife observed on the site, and the site is located in close 
proximity to a site of national significance i.e. Site of Special Scientific Interest.  

5 
Good level of evidence in relation to wildlife on the site, and the site is located in close proximity to site 
of international importance i.e. Special Protection Area or RAMSAR site.  

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit noise 
and disturbance.  

15 TOTAL SCORE 15: DESIGNATE AS LGS 

Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.  
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The table below shows the evidence for the score given in the check sheet.   

 

Beauty Evidence Score from check sheet 4 

 
The open space assists the transition between village and countryside providing a soft edge to the 
village which is pleasing visually.  The site is mainly grass with a few large specimen trees.   It 
provides a natural transition between the built-up area of the village and the open farmland beyond. 
 
A hedgerow separates it from the River Great Ouse.  The rear of the site opens onto a public 
footpath that leads to the Village Green in one direction and the footbridge over the weir in the 
other.  The view across the river is onto a floodplain grassed field which is used by the Activity 
Centre on occasions. 
 
The site has its own slipway access onto the river. 

 

Historic significance Evidence Score from check sheet 2 

 
The site provides for uninterrupted views both into and from the adjacent village Conservation Area.  
It is also next to the grade II* listed parish Church of All Saints and so does not spoil the perspective 
of this locally important listed building. 
 
The rear of the site has uninterrupted views of the Barford Bridge and Causeway, a grade I 
scheduled ancient monument. 

 
 

Recreational value Evidence Score from check sheet 3 

 
Jordans Close is owned and run by Bedford and Ouse Valley District Scouts. The site is very popular 
with youth organisations throughout the area, including Scout and Guide groups, DofE groups and 
other youth organisations including both village and other schools. 
 
It has the following facilities: Space for 150 campers single large party, or 80+ campers multiple 
groups, Scout Hut, Girls / Boys / disabled Toilets, Girls / Boys / disabled Showers, Camp-fire circle. 
 
The centre’s own slipway and pontoon allows for easy access to the river so that water activities can 
be undertaken by the groups. 
 

Richness of wildlife Evidence Score from check sheet 2 

 
Being next to the river there is abundant waterfowl nearby.  Geese graze the grass when allowed.  
Insects emerging from the river (mayfly and damselfly in particular) are abundant in the summer 
months, this in turn leads to swallows, swifts and martins feeding over the site.  Bats frequent the 
skies in the evenings. 
 
Heron, egret and cormorant are regular visitors. 
 
Otters have been seen swimming below the adjacent weir. 
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Tranquillity Evidence Score from check sheet 4 

 
The site is well protected from noise disturbance from traffic using the New Road by a relatively 
thick hedge.  The only noise disturbance is that of water flowing over the adjacent weir. 
 
The northern boundary is onto a field that is used to graze cattle 

 
 

 

Any other mitigating evidence 

 
The site has been used by Scouts, Guides, Brownies and Beavers for many years. The site is also used 
by local schools for activity days and by scouting groups from outside of the village. Ease of 
access to the river allows water activities to be undertaken by the groups. 
 
The open space assists the transition between village and countryside providing a soft edge to the 
village which is pleasing visually 
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Name of site Jubilee Play Area  Assessor DCE 

Location OS Grid Ref: TL 12535 52420  

Description 
 
 

Children’s Play area formally known 
as ‘Chapel Playing Area’ 

 Date December 
2019 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 
 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  
0.15ha Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 
 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  
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Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Low species richness.  Single habitat, not of Principal Importance, no evidence of Species of Principal 
importance. 

2 
Moderate species richness.  Several different habitats present including at least one Habitat of Principal 
Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species.   

3 
Good species richness.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, some 
evidence/observations of S41 species. 

4 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species. 

5 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species including breeding sites. 

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit noise 
and disturbance.  

13 TOTAL SCORE 13: DESIGNATE AS LGS 

Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.  
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The table below shows the evidence for the score given in the check sheet.   

  

Beauty Evidence Score from check sheet 2 

 
This area is a well-maintained play area consisting of mown grass with conifer hedging to two 
boundaries and fencing to the other two. The play equipment within the playground is regularly 
maintained – any signs of graffiti are removed very quickly.   
 

 
 

Historic significance Evidence Score from check sheet 0 

 
The north eastern corner of the plot is bounded by the grade II listed 29 Green End Road. 

 

Recreational value Evidence Score from check sheet 5 

 
The space is publicly accessible and valuable to the local community for recreation or as amenity 
space. This is the only parish owned fully equipped play area suitable for under 12’s in the village.   
 
The play equipment is suitable for a variety of ages from toddlers up to children of 12 yrs old.  New 
equipment is provided on a regular basis. 
 
Park bench/picnic-table seating is provided along with rubbish bins so that families may picnic here 
in comfort. 

 

Richness of wildlife Evidence Score from check sheet 1 

 
The area has limited wildlife.  The hedges at either end are coniferous and relatively dense.  They are 
maintained out of the breeding season so that nesting birds are not disturbed. 
 
In the evening bats can be seen hunting for food over this area. 

 

Tranquillity Evidence Score from check sheet 5 

 
This play area is completely enclosed by residential housing.  There is no road access to the site.  A 
public footpath down one side provides foot access.  
 
There is no noticeable source of noise pollution. 
 
Park bench/picnic-table seating is provided. 

 

 

Any other mitigating evidence 

 
This site has the designation of Village Open Space. 
 
It was recommended for designation as Local Green Space in the Bedford Borough Council Local 
Green Spaces Site Assessments in September 2018. 
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Name of site Village Playing Field, 
Fishers Close 

 Assessor DCE 

Location OS Grid Ref: TL 12430 52680  

Description 
 

Village playing field  Date December 
2019 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  
2ha Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

 Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  



23 

Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Low species richness.  Single habitat, not of Principal Importance, no evidence of Species of Principal 
importance. 

2 
Moderate species richness.  Several different habitats present including at least one Habitat of Principal 
Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species.   

3 
Good species richness.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, some 
evidence/observations of S41 species. 

4 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species. 

5 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species including breeding sites. 

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit noise 
and disturbance.  

14 TOTAL SCORE 14: DESIGNATE AS LGS 

Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.   
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The table below shows the evidence for the score given in the check sheet.   

  

Beauty Evidence Score from check sheet 2 

 
The open space assists the transition between village and countryside providing a soft edge 
to the village which is pleasing visually.  More than half of the area is within the designated 
village Conservation Area.  It is visually attractive with borders that are made up of open 
hedging and a mixture of larger trees.  The central part of the area is well maintained 
grassed field. 
 

Historic significance Evidence Score from check sheet 1 

 
More than half of the area is within and enhances the designated village Conservation Area. 
 

Recreational value Evidence Score from check sheet 5 
 
High. There is strong evidence to show it is a popular recreational facility, it is always open for public 
use.    As it is one of the few green spaces within the village it is of even greater importance.  
 
The site provides a publicly available playing field and children’s play area.  
 
A range of different activities are facilitated by the space covering a range of ages.  In the summer a 
cricket square is maintained for use by local village cricket teams.  In the winter season there is a 
football pitch marked out and maintained.  Changing facilities are available in the adjacent village 
hall. 
 
Around the periphery of the site there arranged several pieces of fitness/exercise equipment, there 
is an all-weather basketball facility and children’s play area. 
 
The site is used as the venue for the very popular Village Fun Day. 

 

Richness of wildlife Evidence Score from check sheet 2 

 
Moderate. The hedgerows to the north and west of the area appear to be relatively new but are 
relatively diverse and likely to be of wildlife value.  These consist of a mixture of native trees and 
bushes. 
 
There is a brook running down the western and southern boundaries of the field. 
 
There is strong evidence of rabbit in the bank to the west of the field. 
 
Starlings feed on the field in the autumn time. 
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Tranquillity Evidence Score from check sheet 4 
 
Good. Little background noise from the adjacent road and there is relatively good screening from 
traffic.  Some white noise evident at certain times (wind direction dependent) from the distant A421.  
The site is relatively self-contained and located adjacent to a residential on one side and open field 
on another. 
 

 

Any other mitigating evidence 

 
This site has the designation of Village Open Space. 
 
It was recommended for designation as Local Green Space in the Bedford Borough Council Local 
Green Spaces Site Assessments in September 2018. 
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Name of site Village Green  Assessor DCE 

Location OS Grid Ref: TL 13460 51645  

Description 
 
 

Village Green and associated 
footpath by the Great Ouse 

 Date December 
2019 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 
 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  
0.28ha Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 
 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  
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Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Low species richness.  Single habitat, not of Principal Importance, no evidence of Species of Principal 
importance. 

2 
Moderate species richness.  Several different habitats present including at least one Habitat of Principal 
Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species.   

3 
Good species richness.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, some 
evidence/observations of S41 species. 

4 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species. 

5 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species including breeding sites. 

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit noise 
and disturbance.  

17 TOTAL SCORE 17: DESIGNATE AS LGS 

Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.   
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The table below shows the evidence for the score given in the check sheet.   

  

Beauty Evidence Score from check sheet 4 
 
Extremely attractive site that is visited by hundreds of visitors each year.  The site runs alongside the 
River Great Ouse.  To the south it overlooks the length of the early fifteenth century Great Barford 
bridge with its 17 arches.  The view to the south east across the river is onto a flood meadow with 
trees behind.  To the north east the footpath crosses the river by the weir and lock, otters are 
sometimes seen here.   
 
To the north-west is the grade II listed Anchor Public House with the 15th century All saints Church 
behind. 
 
100m west is the grade II listed Bridge House. 
 
 

Historic significance Evidence Score from check sheet 3 
 
The site is bounded by the Great Barford Bridge which is a Scheduled Monument and grade I listed.  
To the north west is the grade II listed All Saints Church.  There are two other grade II listed buildings 
next to the site (the Anchor Public House & Bridge Cottage).  There are a number of other listed 
buildings within 100m of the site.   
 
It is part of the Great Barford Conservation Area. 
 

 

Recreational value Evidence Score from check sheet 4 
 
The space is publicly accessible and valuable to the local community for sport, recreation and as 
amenity space. The space is used for picnicking, fishing and for launching canoes, kayaks and paddle 
boards.  There is a slipway for larger craft. It is a very popular stop off point for dog walkers.  A public 
footpath runs along the length of the site. 
 
It has mooring facilities for river craft.  There is fresh water available here.  Several times a year this 
is a stop off point for river cruises that come down the river from Bedford. 
 
Swimmers use the river on a regular basis throughout the year. 
 
The Parish Council has provided six park benches plus one circular bench surrounding a tree for 
visitors to use.  Several litter bins are provided. 
 

 

  



29 

Richness of wildlife Evidence Score from check sheet 3 

 
Being adjacent to the river Great Ouse all manner of water fowl are regularly seen here (swans, 
Canada geese, Egyptian geese, mallard, moorhen to name the obvious ones).  The bridge is used as a 
nesting site for swallows and martins.  Pied wagtails have nests nearby.  Kingfishers are regularly 
seen darting down the river.  Cormorant can be regularly seen in nearby trees drying their wings.  
Heron and egret are not unknown visitors. 
 
In the evenings numerous species of bat are seen hunting along the river including soprano 
pipistrelle. 
 
Otters have been seen just below the weir on the river and also within 500m of the bridge upstream 
– it must be assumed that they transit through the river at quiet times. 

 
 

Tranquillity Evidence Score from check sheet 3 

 
The site is adjacent to the Great Barford bridge and the junction of New Road and High Street and so 
must be considered to suffer from a small degree of traffic noise, however the presence of traffic 
lights does mean that traffic speeds are, in the main, restricted. 
 
The river makes for a very tranquil setting.  There is an open flood plain opposite.   Hedges separate 
the majority of the site from any neighbouring houses. 

 
 

 

Any other mitigating evidence 

 
Part of the site is a designated Village Green 
 

The site is within the village Conservation Area. 
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Name of site Woodpecker Close  Assessor DCE 

Location OS Grid Ref: TL 13430 51835  

Description 
 
 

Amenity land at Woodpecker Close  Date December 
2019 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 
 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  
0.42ha Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 
 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  
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Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species and habitats, these lists are updated periodically.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Low species richness.  Single habitat, not of Principal Importance, no evidence of Species of Principal 
importance. 

2 
Moderate species richness.  Several different habitats present including at least one Habitat of Principal 
Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species.   

3 
Good species richness.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, some 
evidence/observations of S41 species. 

4 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species. 

5 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species including breeding sites. 

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit noise 
and disturbance.  

13 TOTAL SCORE 13: DESIGNATE AS LGS 

Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.   
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The table below shows the evidence for the score given in the check sheet.   

 

Beauty Evidence Score from check sheet 3 

 
The open space assists the transition between the village and countryside providing a soft edge to 
the village which is pleasing visually.  It consists of an area of cut grass and another which is planted 
as a community orchard interspersed with a variety of native tree species (rowan, silver birch & wild 
cherry) specifically planted to encourage bird life. 
 
The grassed area is untreated and this has encouraged the growth of low-profile flowering plants 
(such as daisies and dandelions) which leads to a spectacular display at certain times of the year. 
 
It provides for an uninterrupted view of the grade II listed Parish Church of All Saints. 
 

Historic significance Evidence Score from check sheet 2 

 
The site provides for uninterrupted views both into and from the adjacent village Conservation Area.  
It is also next to the grade II listed Parish Church of All Saints and so does not spoil the perspective of 
this locally important listed building. 

 

Recreational value Evidence Score from check sheet 3 

 
This site has good public access being open to the adjacent housing and having footpath access from 
the housing to the local area across it.  The area has two park benches provided by the Parish 
Council.  The area is used by residents as a recreational area – it being a safe place to play away from 
traffic.  Families can be found having picnics and playing ball games on the area throughout the 
summer months.  In snowy times it is used as an informal snow-man building site 
 
In August of this year (2019) residents organised a community BBQ on the field.   
 
It is envisaged that the community orchard will be a big success. 
 

Richness of wildlife Evidence Score from check sheet 2 

 
The name of the adjacent housing area (Woodpecker Close) comes from the fact that Green 
Woodpeckers can be heard drilling trees and are frequent visitors to the field.   The untreated grass 
has numerous species of prostrate flowering plants which attract numerous invertebrates.  Bats 
(including soprano pipistrelle) are a common sight feeding above the area in the evening of the 
summer months.   
 
The introduction of native trees along with fruit trees as part of the village orchard has further 
increased the diversity of wildlife.  The hedge that separates the area from New Road shows clear 
evidence of nesting birds.  The area is adjacent to fields on one side and an area of undeveloped 
woodland on another.  These act as a reservoir of birdlife which feeds in the area. 
 
Rabbits are known to use the area for feeding. 
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Tranquillity Evidence Score from check sheet 3 

 
The site has New Road as one of its boundaries, this does have some heavy traffic use, however this 
is mitigated by having a relatively thick hedge as a barrier between it and the road.  This hedge has 
recently been enhanced with the planting of a dozen native trees (wild cherry, silver birch and 
rowan). 
 
The other boundaries are a hedge onto the village graveyard, a fence onto adjacent field and the 
service roads onto local properties.  There are no other sources of disturbance. 

 
 

 

Any other mitigating evidence 

 
The site is adjacent to the Village Graveyard and the combined area together has the designation of 
Village Open Space 
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Name of site Hare Meadow Play Area  Assessor DCE 

Location TL 12753 52100  

Description 
 
 

Children’s play area  Date Feb 2020 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 
 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  

Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

 Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 
 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  
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Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species and habitats, these lists are updated periodically.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Low species richness.  Single habitat, not of Principal Importance, no evidence of Species of Principal 
importance. 

2 
Moderate species richness.  Several different habitats present including at least one Habitat of Principal 
Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species.   

3 
Good species richness.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, some 
evidence/observations of S41 species. 

4 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species. 

5 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species including breeding sites. 

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit noise 
and disturbance.  

10 TOTAL SCORE 10: DO NOT DESIGNATE AS LGS 

Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.  
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Name of site Land Off the High Street  Assessor DCE 

Location TL 13163 51800  

Description 
 
 

Field used for livestock grazing off 
the High Street 

 Date Feb 2020 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 
 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  

Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No None submitted as yet 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 
 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  
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Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species and habitats, these lists are updated periodically.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Low species richness.  Single habitat, not of Principal Importance, no evidence of Species of Principal 
importance. 

2 
Moderate species richness.  Several different habitats present including at least one Habitat of 
Principal Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species.   

3 
Good species richness.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, some 
evidence/observations of S41 species. 

4 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species. 

5 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species including breeding sites. 

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit 
noise and disturbance.  

16 TOTAL SCORE 16: DESIGNATE AS LGS* 

 
Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.  

*Not considered because of an indication to apply for planning permission  
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Name of site School Playing Field  Assessor DCE 

Location TL 12749 51981  

Description School sports field  Date Feb 2020 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 
 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  

Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 
 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  
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Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species and habitats, these lists are updated periodically.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Low species richness.  Single habitat, not of Principal Importance, no evidence of Species of Principal 
importance. 

2 
Moderate species richness.  Several different habitats present including at least one Habitat of Principal 
Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species.   

3 
Good species richness.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, some 
evidence/observations of S41 species. 

4 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species. 

5 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species including breeding sites. 

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit noise 
and disturbance.  

9 TOTAL SCORE 9 : DO NOT DESIGNATE LGS 

Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.   
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Name of site Willoughby Close -  
Amenity Space 

 Assessor DCE 

Location TL 12905 52373  

Description 
 
 

Amenity land set within housing  Date Feb 2020 

 

Site assessment is done in three stages.  Pre-assessment determines if the site is eligible for 
designation.  The Check-Sheet then determines if the site is sufficiently special to the local 
community.  Finally, evidence is recorded.  
 

Pre-Assessment 

Is the site within 300m of the community Yes / No 

Is the site greater than 0.25ha  Yes / No  

Is the site less than 10ha Yes / No 

Is the site devoid of planning permission Yes / No 

Does the site have clear and defensible boundaries Yes / No 
 
If ANY Pre-Assessment is No the site fails to meet the basic criteria necessary for designation. 
 

Check Sheet to show ‘demonstrably special to a local community’ 

Beauty 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Limited visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features, provides a limited contribution to the 
setting of the local area.  

2 
Good visual attractiveness, limited variety of natural features but of a good quality, provides a good 
contribution to the setting of the local area.  

3 
Good visual attractiveness, variety of natural features of a good quality, provides a good contribution to 
the setting of the local area.  

4 
Very good visual attractiveness, good variety of natural features and of a good quality, provides a very 
good contribution to the setting of the local area.  

5 
Excellent visual attractiveness, excellent variety of natural features and of good quality, provides an 
excellent contribution to the setting of the local area.  

Historic Significance 

Score Required Attributes  

0 The site meets none of the sub-criteria  Sub-criteria  

1 The site meets one of the sub-criteria  Site is located within an area of high archaeological potential.  

2 The site meets two of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a locally 
listed building.  

3 The site meets three of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a nationally 
listed building.  

4 The site meets four of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a scheduled 
ancient monument.  

5 The site meets all of the sub-criteria  
Site makes a positive contribution to the setting of a 
conservation area  
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Recreational Value 

Score Required Attributes  

0 Site has no public access and is therefore considered to have no/very limited recreational value.  

1 
Site is accessible to the public if an entrance fee is paid/or site is privately accessible to a limited group 
of people.  

2 
Public access but no evidence of informal or formal use, no notable recreation facilities, and no 
information provided, evidence of frequent use.  

3 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal uses, some limited facilities and/or information 
provided on, evidence of reasonably frequent use.  

4 
Public access, evidence of good range of informal and formal uses, good facilities (fair condition and 
range) and/or information on, evidence of frequent use.  

5 
Public access, evidence of a good range of informal and formal uses, excellent facilities (good/excellent 
condition and range) and information on, evidence of frequent use.  

Richness of Wildlife 
(Species and Habitats of Principal Importance are defined in the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act 2006.  Section 41 (S41) lists the species and habitats, these lists are updated periodically.) 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Low species richness.  Single habitat, not of Principal Importance, no evidence of Species of Principal 
importance. 

2 
Moderate species richness.  Several different habitats present including at least one Habitat of Principal 
Importance, some evidence/observations of S41 species.   

3 
Good species richness.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, some 
evidence/observations of S41 species. 

4 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species. 

5 
Good species diversity.  Multiple habitats including several Habitat of Principal Importance, 
evidence/observations of several S41 species including breeding sites. 

Tranquillity 

Score Required Attributes  

1 
Major and constant disturbance. The site is heavily affected by a main road/or by neighbouring uses 
with regular disturbance. Total lack of self- containment and screening.  

2 
Frequent disturbance. The site has some disturbance by a main and/or multiple roads and/or by 
neighbouring uses with regular disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening.  

3 
Some disturbance. The site is located on a major and/or minor road with some neighbouring uses 
causing disturbance. Limited self-containment and screening. Scale of site may mean there are 
undisturbed parts.  

4 
Limited disturbance in at least part of site, e.g. site is located within residential area with low levels of 
noise and visual intrusion from associated residential or recreational activities. Degree of self- 
containment and screening limit noise disturbance in site.  

5 
No notable sources of disturbance. No visual or audible intrusion. High degree of self-contain limit noise 
and disturbance.  

9 TOTAL SCORE 9 : DO NOT DESIGNATE LGS 

Any area that achieves over 50% of the total available ‘points’ e.g. a total score of at least 13 out of 
the 25 available, should be considered for designation as Local Green Space. This is because it scores 
highly against at least three criteria. Alternatively, if an area scores maximum points (5) against two 
criteria, but does not score at least 13 points overall, it will also be considered for designation due it 
scoring so highly against those criteria.  
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5. Conclusions 

Site Assessment 
Score 

Designate 

Allotments – Addingtons Road 15 Yes 

Jordans Close Activity Centre 15 Yes 

Jubilee Play Area 13 Yes 

Village Playing Field, Fishers Close 14 Yes 

Village Green 17 Yes 

Woodpecker Close Amenity Space 13 Yes 

Hare Meadow Play Area 10 No 

Land Off The High Street 16 No 

School Playing Field 9 No 

Willoughby Close Amenity Space 9 No 

 

3.8. As a result of our detailed investigations, Great Barford has six sites that are to be 
designated Local Green Spaces.  Three of these (Jubilee Play area off Chapel 
Fields, Playing Fields at Fishers close and the Allotments on Addingtons Road) 
were assessed by Bedford Borough Council and recommended for designation.  A 
further three sites (Jordans Close Activity Centre, Woodpecker Close and The 
Village Green) were assessed using the Great Barford Local Green Space 
Assessment Methodology and met the criteria necessary for designation. 

 
3.9. A further four spaces (Hare Meadow Play Area, Land Off the High Street, School 

Playing Fields and Willoughby Close Amenity Space) were also assessed but failed 
to meet the necessary standards needed for designation.  These sites were not 
sufficiently special. 

 
3.10. It is hoped that any new development will include spaces that can be assessed for 

LGS designation at a future date. 
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Allocated Local Green Space Map 
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Appendix 1: Natural Environment 

 

Habitats of 'principal importance' in England 

The latest update to the list of Section 41 habitats of principal importance (priority habitats) was 
published by Natural England in August 2010.  This list shows some of the habitats that may be 
found around and within Great Barford.  

• Arable and horticulture: Arable field margins 

• Arable and horticulture: Traditional orchards 

• Boundary: Hedgerows 

• Freshwater: Ponds 

• Freshwater: Rivers 

• Grassland: Lowland meadows 

• Woodland: Lowland mixed deciduous woodland 

• Woodland: Wood-pasture and parkland 

 

Species of 'principal importance' in England 

The latest update to the Section 41 list of species of principal importance for the conservation of 
biodiversity in England (priority species) was published by Natural England in May 2014. This list 
shows some of the terrestrial vertebrates that may be found around and within Great Barford. 

 

Water vole Arvicola amphibius Mammal 

Barbastelle bat Barbastella barbastellus Mammal 

Hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus Mammal 

Brown hare Lepus europaeus Mammal 

Otter Lutra lutra Mammal 

Harvest mouse Micromys minutus Mammal 

Bechstein's bat Myotis bechsteinii Mammal 

Soprano pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus Mammal 

Brown long-eared bat Plecotus auritus Mammal 

Slowworm Anguis fragilis Reptile 

Grass snake Natrix natrix Reptile 

Adder Vipera berus Reptile 

Common lizard Zootoca vivipara Reptile 

Common toad Bufo bufo Amphibian 

Skylark Alauda arvensis subsp. arvensis/scotica Bird 

Common linnet Carduelis cannabina subsp. autochthona/cannabina Bird 

Twite Carduelis flavirostris subsp. bensonorum/pipilans Bird 
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Common cuckoo Cuculus canorus Bird 

Lesser spotted 
woodpecker 

Dendrocopos minor subsp. comminutus Bird 

Yellow wagtail Motacilla flava subsp. flavissima Bird 

House sparrow Passer domesticus Bird 

Grey partridge Perdix perdix Bird 

 Common starling Sturnus vulgaris subsp. vulgaris Bird 

Song thrush Turdus philomelos subsp. clarkei Bird 
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Great Barford Parish Council 
The Parish Council Office 
Green End Farm 
108 Green End Road 
Great Barford 
Beds 
MK44 3HD 
 
Tel: 01234 870245 
email: clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 
web: www.greatbarford.org.uk 
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