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A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance
+
+
+
+

and Tree Care
Crown Reduction/Thinning
Hedges Reduced and Trimmed
Fruit Tree Pruning
Fully insured and Skilled Arborist

+
+
+
+
+

Tree Felling
Sectional Dismantling
Dead Wood Removed
Tree Planting
Member of the Royal
Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote
Telephone: 01234 828895

Mobile: 07949 368374

Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk

www.treespecific.co.uk

Councillor Contact Details
Di Ames 			

123 Chapel Field 		

01234 870251

Noreen Byrne 			

14 Fishers Close 		

01234 871919

Duncan Edgar 		

10 School Lane 		

01234 871571

Derrick Folbigg 		

25 Maltings Way 		

01234 870032

David Garrard 		

4 New Road 			

07802 790410

Ann Lovesey MBE 		

43 Green End Rd		

01234 870693

Graham Pendrey 		

44 Brook Lane 		

01234 870139

James Rudgley 		

37 Brook Lane 		

01234 870003

Stuart Southall 		

Home Farm, Bedford Rd

01234 870333

Peter Ward 			

39 Hare Meadow 		

07825 236848

Tim Wood 			

Great Barford			

07703 569919

Submit Your Photo!
Contributions for
the next Issue of
The Bugle
should be sent to the
Parish Clerk before

The Bugle Committee is always looking
for seasonal photographs from around the
village to place on the cover of the Bugle.
If you would like to submit a photograph,
please contact the Clerk at:
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Monday
2nd November
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Chair's Report
Where do we start? First
some good news.
After
last year’s break with recent
tradition,
we
reinstated
the Best Front Garden
Competition. As in previous
years,
your
Councillors
submitted suggestions for
consideration.
These were
whittled down to a short(er) list, and then after
another visual inspection, the two categories of
Large and Small front gardens were judged on colour,
variety, tidiness and effort. In the final decision, it was
very difficult to differentiate between first and second
in each class. I’ll not spoil the result, as there is a
separate picture article in this edition. But I’d just like
to say, well done to everyone, and special praise goes
to the eventual winners. It all helps to brighten up
the village, and a beautiful show that you should all
be proud of.
Now the annoying bits. By now everyone must be
aware of the problems associated around visitors to
the Village Green. With people seemly having too
much spare time during the Coronavirus Lockdown,
we have witnessed excessive numbers of visitors
coming from afar, to swarm on our beautiful but tiny
Village Green and its River access, during the recent
hot weather. A perfect storm – people not at work,
hot and sunny, easy access for Canoe, Paddle-board
and Swimming, and FREE parking. Who wouldn’t
take advantage? Well just about the whole of southeast England seems to have “discovered” our little
jewel in the crown, and then told everyone else on
social media.
In previous years, on warm sunny weekends there
had been a lot of pleasure boats using the moorings,
and several people sitting around enjoying the
picturesque setting next to the medieval Scheduled
Monument and Grade I Listed bridge. But they
have often left a calling card by way of litter. Extra
bin collections and volunteers bagging rubbish had
helped. The regular wild water swimmers do help
litter pick, and they are only parked for a short time,
so they are not a problem.
But this year has just been extraordinary. Loads of
picnickers, that’s fine, but when the bins are full,
why not take the excess rubbish away with you?
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Canoeists and Paddle-boarders arrive early, and insist
on parking as close as they can, then disappear on
the river leaving vehicles parked inconsiderately for
long periods to the annoyance on locals and through
traffic. We have had several incidents where Combine
Harvesters have been unable to pass, Woodpecker
Close residents have been unsighted trying to exit
onto New Road, and a Fire Engine attending a
Combine and field fire had trouble accessing the
water hydrant.
Not acceptable. So the Parish Council has been
monitoring, and instigating several initiatives – a big
thank you to our Clerks for coordinating the effort
and going well beyond the call of duty:
• The Double Yellow Lines, actually requested last
year, are now finally in place to protect the river side
of New Road and allowing safe queuing traffic at
the lights. But obviously these do not stop people
parking around Woodpecker Close entrance in
defiance of Highway Code section 243 “do not park
opposite or within 10m of a junction”. So we have
asked BBC Highways for assistance, to which they
have supplied around 40 “no parking” cones. These
are deployed around Woodpecker Close entrance,
and because displaced cars then caused a problem
on the High Street by the Church, cones have been
placed here as well. We may have to investigate
more permanent yellow lines, but these are unsightly
when not required most of the year.
• The litter issue would be resolved if only people
took their rubbish home, but as we can’t rely on
people doing the decent thing, we are looking at
changing the bins. The current ones are emptied
three times a week by special arrangement with the
BBC Environmental team. Various bin ideas are being
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Chair's Report
considered, and will have to be properly discussed
and agreed by the Parish Council.
• The Police have been informed and are well aware
of the issues we are experiencing. They have paid
several visits regarding overcrowding and antisocial
behaviour.
• BBC Parking Enforcement now pay us routine
visits, and have issued Parking Enforcement Notices.
•
The
Environment
Agency controls use of
the river and have been
proactive in maintaining
their
property,
and
supplying new signage
for “no swimming” at
the lock.
They also
reminded us they are
responsible for licensing
all water craft that use the
waterway, even Canoes
and Paddle-boards. They
have installed a new sign
on the New Road railings to remind users – and
they will enforce this. Is your Canoe / Paddle-board
correctly registered and licensed?
• Facebook is being used to communicate regular
updates, to inform and keep residents up to date
with what is happening.
We’ve even had a meeting with Mayor Dave Hodgson
to discuss the issues. He was very supportive and
has agreed several actions for BBC to undertake,
including combined enforcement action with the
Environment Agency, investigating prevention of
people jumping off the bridge and other structures,
possible parking solutions, what to do about litter,
and even considering closure of the Village Green.
The Village Green actually has considerable
protection in law under the Victorian statutes of the
Inclosure Act 1857 and Commons Act 1876. Note that
the right to take part in lawful sports and pastimes
on a green extends only to local inhabitants, not the
public at large.

Council who hold the fishing rights, the EA has 48
hour mooring rights, and the slipway structure is
privately owned and built on a parcel of land leased
from the Parish Council for that sole purpose. Locals
have limited slip access rights, but otherwise fees
may be applicable and paid to the owner.
On a slightly lighter note, BBC Highways should be
installing two, back to back, flashing speeds signs on
New Road just north of Woodpecker Close. We all
know there are speeding issues along New Road, so
we hope this will be an active reminder for motorists
to slow down.

If you haven’t already
noticed, the broken
Fishers Close road sign
has been replaced.

After Coronavirus Lockdown put a hold on
Neighbourhood Plan activity, you can read about
progress later in this edition.

And lastly, strictly speaking
not our Parish, but for dog
walkers and those out for
a leisurely stroll, you may
be interested to note
some volunteers from the
Ramblers Association have
cleared the Right of Way
footpath that passes under
the bridge on the far bank.
Not only have they cut
back the mass of tree and
bush that had been blocking passage for a couple
of years, but they have also cleared the connecting
footpath that runs along the south side of the bridge,
up to the Willington Road traffic lights. Enjoy your
ramble.
GRAHAM PENDREY
Chair, Parish Council

Please note the Village Green is owned by the Parish
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Borough Councillor Report
Borough Council
Council has kept operating through Coronavirus
and meetings are being held online with the
options to join online or by phone if you would like
to listen in or ask a question at the beginning of
a public meeting. Please see the Borough Council
website for more details www.bedford.gov.uk
Village Green and New Road
The pressure from visitors, mainly non-locals
and often from a long distance away, to the river
over recent months has been enormous. The
consequences have been inconsiderate parking
and litter, although the word litter doesn’t do
justice to the fouling of the bushes and wooded
areas from people staying all day and sometimes all
night. The parking issues on New Road have been
extreme and, on several occasions, have blocked
or delayed farm and emergency vehicles. There is
now double yellow lining on part of New Road and
a rash of yellow bollards as a temporary measure
on part of the High Street and around Woodpecker
Close. It is a longer term problem which the Parish
Council is working hard to deal with but its powers
are very limited.
Litter and bins
This has been an issue during the past few months
across most villages in the ward and we have raised
this repeatedly with the Council as we know have
members of the PC and members of the public.
The officers have been pretty stretched and so they
haven’t been able to undertake more collections.
Phillippa has highlighted this issue in the Bedford
Independent (https://www.bedfordindependent.
co.uk/view-from-the-villages-littering/)
Bin collections have now returned to normal, and
the tip is operational with the booking system still
in place.
Local Plan Consultation
The first round of local plan consultation has now
closed. The consultation considered the time
period that the plan should cover and the broad
locations for growth and was responded to by
the Parish Council and many individuals. The plan
is likely to be very similar to the one up to 2030
just completed but the Borough was ordered to
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produce another because the 2030 plan did not
deal with issues such as the pressures from the
“Oxford -Cambridge Arc” and the East-West Rail
developments. The pressures arising from the
growing population and the attendant housing
shortage are considerable but one bit of positive
news is that the government’s targets for housing in
Bedford are likely to be revised downwards which
will help relieve the pressure on villages such as
ours.
Pavement Parking
This has been a long running problem affecting
many parts of the village, unfortunately all too often
by the time any enforcement action by the Borough
Council is taken the offending vehicle has moved
on. However, the Government is now running a
consultation on pavement parking nationally with
three options:
1.
Improving the Traffic Regulation Order
(TRO) process, under which local authorities can
already prohibit pavement parking.
2.
A legislative change to allow local
authorities with civil parking enforcement powers
to enforce against ‘unnecessary obstruction of the
pavement’.
3.
A legislative change to introduce a
London-style pavement parking prohibition
throughout England.
The third option will make enforcement much
easier. This consultation runs until 22nd November
2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
managing-pavement-parking
Cllr Stephen Moon
Stephen.Moon@bedford.gov.uk
Cllr Phillippa Martin-Moran-Bryant
Phillippa.martinmoranbryant@bedford.gov.uk
Facebook @greatbarfordward
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The home of Cruise Select
Over 20 Years Leading the Waves in Bedfordshire as Cruise Specialists

As an independent, family owned
travel agency, we’re more than
just travel agents; we’re travel specialists.

Whether you want a beach break, a honeymoon,
golfing holiday, safari trip, cruise, escorted tour,
short break or tailor make something that’s
bespoke to your needs, just ask us!

Sometimes, nothing beats speaking to a
human, especially a friendly professional!
BOOK LOCAL, TRAVEL THE WORLD.
Make an appointment to visit us in Mill Street, Bedford

01234 326778

sales@selecttravelholidays.co.uk

www.selecttravelholidays.co.uk
BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE
ABTA & ATOL protected

IMPORTANT NOTICE
PLEASE KEEP UP TO DATE WITH THE GOVERNMENT
GUIDELINES REL ATING TO COVID19.
L ATEST INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND AT
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
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Neighbourhood Plan Update
With the Coronavirus lockdown came the early
government regulations that were very strict on only
essential travel, not meeting people outside of your
household and keeping a social distance if you did
go out. For a group that regularly meets to discuss
and compile reports for our Neighbourhood Plan,
we didn’t know how to continue. The initial reaction
was to put everything “on hold” and hope we
would get back to normal after a couple of months.
No such luck. So we tried swapping some ideas via
email, but that was tedious and not productive.
Our next step was, and still is, to prepare for the
Regulation 14 Stage, Public Consultation on our
Draft Neighbourhood Plan. We had been holding
fire, hoping for a relaxation of social distancing,
and reopening of public meeting places, as our
intension was for a public display in the Village
Hall as a kick-off or drop-in session for Reg 14. The
feedback from this consultation was going to be
primarily paper based, but we are investigating
how this may be conducted in a “virtual world”.
With no end of Covid restrictions in sight, and
with guidance to Parish Councils saying we are still
unable to meet face to face, we had to turn to online virtual meeting. Technical IT issues still throw
gremlins at us, with some without suitable on-line
access, and those that can have had trouble with
video and audio setups. But time is marching on,
and we need to get the Neighbourhood Plan
process back on track.
Grant Funding runs on the financial year, so we
had to close off the previous Grant, repay some
underspend, send an end of term activity report,
and then submit an application for another Grant
to Locality. This has been provisionally accepted, so
we now need to get it finalised.

are required to support the current status of our
Draft Neighbourhood Plan.
We need to record a screening process for a
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). This
gauges what impact our NP, and its policies, will
have on the local environment, and will need to be
reviewed by the statutory consultation bodies of:

•
•
•

Natural England;
Historic England; and
Environment Agency

But first the SEA needs to include an explanation
of our NP policies, so it is important we work with
our NP Consultant, to ensure our Draft NP is up to
the level required for this, and the first statutory 6
week public consultation, at the Reg 14 Stage.
We may also need to obtain a Habitats Regulations
Assessment (HRA) screening for the NP, but it
is unlikely our parish will have any impact on
strategic/national habitat sites. There may already
be sufficient reference to Great Barford in the BBC
LP2030, so we need to review what’s there, else
commission a screening report.
A Consultation Report of all public communications
so far, will also be prepared. This will list everything
we have done to engage with the public and
publicise our emerging NP, from Village Fun
Day stands, to articles in the Bugle, interactive
workshops, surveys, and public information events
we have undertaken.
After the Reg 14 Stage, our goal will be to submit
the NP for examination by end of year.

Pre-lockdown, we had met with BBC NP Officers
to discuss preparation for the Regulation 14
Stage of the Neighbourhood Plan process. BBC
are happy with what we are doing, and gave
guidance on the set of technical documents that
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From the Great Barford & Roxton Village Agent
Our Village Agent, Teresa Moon, is here to help older
people in Bedford Borough Council villages to access
the services and support they might need. Her services
are free. Just call 0800 039 1234 and she will return
your call.
Need Help With Filling in Forms? If you are struggling with paperwork, such as
Blue Badge, Bus Pass, Council Tax Reduction, Housing Benefit and Attendance
Allowance applications, our Village Agent is happy to help you.

Do You Need a Washable Cotton Face Mask? We are now all required to
wear a face covering on public transport, or when attending a hospital as a visitor or
outpatient. We should also wear a face covering in enclosed public spaces, including
shops, hairdressers, chiropodists, doctor’s surgeries etc. It’s better to use face masks
which can be washed and reused, leaving disposable masks for the professionals.
Disposable face masks are not recyclable, and end up in landfill.
If you would like a reusable fabric mask, we have some to distribute to people who need
them. We have been kindly given a grant by our two Borough Councillors, so we are able
to make these available free of charge while stocks last. (If you wish, you can make a
contribution, as all profits from the masks are donated to Tibbs Dementia Foundation.)
Our masks are made in Bedford, using 100% cotton fabric - plain white on one side and
printed fabric on the reverse. We have coloured floral fabrics suitable for women, and
also black prints which are preferred by men. They have an aluminium strip which
enables the wearer to shape them over the nose - this does not affect the mask’s
washability. They are supplied in a hygienic resealable bag, with usage instructions.
Do you need a Made-To-Measure Face Mask? We can provide masks
adapted for special needs. Eg, if you wear hearing aids, we can provide you with a mask
with elastic which goes around the back of your head, leaving your ears free. You might
also need a mask which is larger or smaller than average.
Any queries or worries – contact your Village Agent on:

Freephone 0800 039 1234

(This is an answerphone service, so please be ready to leave your name, address & telephone
number, & we will aim to call you back within 48 hours.)
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Willington has been a place for growing and nurturing
beautiful plants since the 1890s, when the original nursery
was founded by Isaac Godber, grandfather of one of the
present partners. Few of today’s Garden Centres can claim
over 100 years of continuous family involvement.
Frosts at Willington combines the traditional values of high quality,
value for money and unrivalled service with a commitment to
excellence in horticulture.

AT WILLINGTON

Frosts Garden Centre, Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford,
MK44 3QP, Tel: 01234 838777 frostsgardencentres.co.uk
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Speed Display Sign -High Street
The Speed Indicator Device (SID) was moved from mid High Street, opposite the old school, to a position still
on the High Street, but nearer the cross-roads. It was attached to a lighting column by the crossing between
Willoughby Close and Pyms Close. The SID was installed on Saturday 14 March at 11:30 and in operation until
the battery ran flat on 31 March at 07:00. It was left in place as moving it is a two man job and we were into early
Coronavirus lockdown essential journeys only restrictions and strict social distancing.
High Street – going towards the Cross-Roads

Arriving: about 1 in 20 vehicles were
speeding, with a maximum of 55mph and
average of 23mph, the 85th% was 28mph.
Some speeding is seen throughout the day,
with a bias to evenings and early mornings.
Only 4.4% were over 30mph, and just 0.7%
would have been prosecutable.

High Street – going towards the River
Departing: about 1 in 16 vehicles were
speeding, with a maximum of 63mph and
average of 24mph, the 85th% was 28mph.
Some speeding is seen throughout the
day, with a bias to evenings and early
mornings, but a couple of extreme cases
were recorded around 17:30 on Mondays.
Only 6.1% were over 30mph, and just
1.0% would have been prosecutable.

There is a near identical speed profile in both directions, but with about 33% more traffic flow going towards
the river.
SUMMARY
Arriving Vehicle
Departing Vehicle

Total
Count

13,678
18,135

Daily
ADT
811
1,075

mph
Vmax
55
63

Mph
Vavg
23
24

mph
th
85 %
28
28

30mph
Violation(%)
4.4
6.1

35mph
Violation(%)
0.7
1.0

Increased
vehicle
movements
were
seen
normalmorning
morningand
andevening
evening commute
commute times,
Increased
vehicle
movements
were
seen
at at
thethe
normal
times, with
with greater
greater concentration
late afternoon/early
It was noticeable
that the
vehicle
count
drops
in leading
concentration
late afternoon/early
evening. It evening.
was noticeable
that the vehicle
count
drops
in the
week
thelockdown,
week leading
to further
lockdown,
and then
further
reduces
about
normal from
the lockdown
up to
and up
then
reduces
to about
1/3
normaltofrom
the1/3
lockdown
weekend
at end of March.
Bearing
the effect
lockdown
peoples
movements
in the last
few days
of operation,
the
weekend
at endofofearly
March.
Bearingon
therestricting
effect of early
lockdown
on restricting
peoples
movements
in
totalthe
vehicle
count
is of
somewhat
less
from pre-pandemic
times
- perhaps
40%
down,
last few
days
operation,
thethan
totalexpected
vehicle count
is somewhat less
than
expected
from
pre- but it does
show
more vehicles
towards
riverbut
than
towards
themore
cross-roads.
is presumed
of this
difference
pandemic
times travel
- perhaps
40%the
down,
it does
show
vehiclesIttravel
towardsmuch
the river
than
is vehicles turning into Silver Street.
towards the cross-roads. It is presumed much of this difference is vehicles turning into Silver Street.
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TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL

Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5.
Contact Nicci : 07970114030
Due to Covid19 we are not open but plan to reopen as soon as possible

GREAT BARFORD NURSERY
Places Available now

A centre of excellence for teaching and learning
Please contact the school office for more information

Come and see our nursery and join in some
activities with our early years staff

Great Barford Primary Academy
Silver Street
Great Barford MK44 3JU
Tel: 01234 870342
W: www.gbpa.org.uk

Spring
2020
Autumn
2020

E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk
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bugle
1. What country is Timbuktu in?
2. Who is the current metropolitan police commissioner?
3. Who is the oldest Milliband brother - Ed or David?
4. Where is the 149th British Open Golf Championship being held?
5. Which town in Bedfordshire suffered an earthquake in early
September 2020?
6. Which two England footballers were dropped from the England
team after breaching Covid19 rules in Iceland?
7. Who plays Ken Barlow in coronation street?
8. What was Little Mix's first no.1 Single?
9. Which is bigger; a gigabyte or a terabyte?
10. Who is the first character that Dorothy meets on her way to the
emerald city in the Wizard of Oz?
11. What is the study of mushrooms called?
12. Name the two dogs in the children's tv show the tweenies?
Answers on page 28
14 thebarfordbugle
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Environmental Helpers

Before

After

A special thank you to the Ramblers Association who have done a marvellous
job clearing the Right of Way footpath that passes under the bridge.

Hi, I’m Jen, and I’m the consultant for the Great Barford Slimming
World group at your fantastic Village Hall. After a lifetime of being
overweight I found the solution and lost 3 ½ stone, and it has lasted.
Slimming World has transformed my life. I would love to help you as
Slimming World has helped me.
We are back in the village hall on Thursday evenings –However
PRE-BOOKING IS A MUST
All the same great support and friendship in group, BUT within social
distancing guidelines.
Please call me in advance to find out more and book your time slot.
Meeting THURSDAY EVENINGS – appointment only
CONSULTANT - JEN - 07770938583
A warm and friendly welcome awaits you

Autumn 2020
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@Roxton Garden Centre
MK44 3DY
Freshly harvested vegetables and
fruit; Locally grown or made;
everything in Season.
Open Wednesday-Sunday.
We stock fresh milk.
Best Quality, Best Prices
blackcatfarmshop@btinternet.com
Phone: 07522 559010

TCS Painting
Local
Painter
TCSfriendly
Painting

Small
Interior
Painting
Work
Local
friendly
Painter
Also...Fence
and Decking
Small Interior
PaintingStaining
Work

Phil...
07799 012107
or 01234
300769
Also...Fence
and Decking
Staining
Bedford
and012107
Surrounding
Villages
Phil...
07799
or 01234
300769
Bedford and Surrounding Villages

Phil...
TCS Painting

07799
012107
Local
friendly
Painter

or
Small Interior Painting Work
01234 300769

Also...Fence and Decking Staining
Phil... 07799 012107 or 01234 300769
Bedford and Surrounding Villages

Weekly Auctions
Visit the Bedford Auction Centre to enjoy
the excitement of a live auction.
Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks • Books
Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints
Bicycles • Jewellery & Watches • Collectables
Garage Tools & Equipment • Household Electrical Items
Office Furniture & Equipment • Retail Products & Stock
Vehicles • Horticultural & Commercial Equipment
Building Materials • Garden Furniture & Effects

Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 0PE
01234 266 366
peacockauction.co.uk
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Twinning Partnership

Hello everyone, I hope you are all staying
safe and avoiding the dreaded Corona virus
at this very tricky time, it`s good to be about
again but being careful and alert is vital.
Anyway, as you may be aware like many other
organisations we were hit by the restrictions
and our visitors from Wöllstein sensibly stayed
at home. However plans are going ahead for
next year when we hope to entertain our friends
from Wöllstein over the proposed May Bank
holiday weekend from Friday the 29th May
to Tuesday the 1st June when they will return
home. Your committee have several options
including repeating the cancelled plan of this
current year. As soon as conditions allow we will
be back raising money running events in the
village hall.
The travel list from Wöllstein contained new
participants who we would like to accommodate,
so if anyone fancies taking part in this unique
village asset please contact us via our website
which contains lots of information and a small
form which is linked to the committee secretary.
Times are very strange at the moment however
as soon as life gets back to some sort of normal
our friendship visits will resume again, like most
other organisations we are marking time and
preparing for the resumption of activities.

Autumn 2020

Disappointing news, just been informed that
the proposed new street name of “Wöllstein
Way” once agreed to be the main street
into the ex “Rogers Engineering” site is now
changed to Nightingale Way.
I look forward to seeing all our members
and residents as soon as the situation allows,
cheerio for now and stay safe.
JOHN VINCENT
Hon Chairman,
Great Barford Wollstein Twinning Partnership.
07766 510306
MATTHEW YOUNG
Hon Vice Chairman,
07710 609750
For historic and local information on both
villages check the web sites below.
Greatbarfordtwinning.org.uk
Google the following then hit (Translate this
page), all will be revealed in English if you
prefer it. www.woellstein.de/vg_woellstein/
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front garden

Garden Competition 2020
Judging criteria: colour, variety,
tidiness,

GREAT BARFORD
Large Gardens

effort.
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A Special Thank You

Garden Competition 2020
to Roxton Garden
Judging criteria: colour, variety, tidiness, effort.

COMPETITION -Large
Winners
Gardens

Judging criteria: colour, variety, tidiness, effort.

Centre for supplying
the prizes

Large Gardens

Large Gardens

Large Garden
Large – First – 54

Judging Criteria: colour, variety,
tidiness, effort

High Street – Franc

is & Colin Darlow

First

w
Large – First – 54 High Street –
Larg

Francis & Colin Darlow

54 High Street
Colin Darlow
&
cis
Francis
& Colin Darlow
Fran
–
et
Stre
High
Large – First – 54 High
e – First – 54

Street – Francis & Colin Darlow

Large – First – 54 High Street – Francis & Colin

Large – Second –

52 High Street – Ca

Second

re

Darlow

rol & Roger Eyre

52 High Street
Carol & Roger Eyre
et – Carol & Roger Eyre
Large –eSeco
Street
HighStre
nd
– 52High
– 52
ond
– Carol & Roger Eyre
Larg – Sec

Large – Second – 52 High Street – Carol &
Large – Second – 52 High Street – Carol &

Large - Highly Comm

ended – 36 Willoug

Roger Eyre

Roger Eyre

hby Close – Lynne

Highly Commended
Close

& Richa36
Willoughby
rd Sa
dler

Lynne & Richard Sadler

hby
Sadler
ly Commended – 36 Willoug
Richard
– Lynne
e - High
18&Larg
thebarfordbugle

Large - Highly Commended

Close – Lynne & Richard

Sadler

Autumn 2020

Judging criteria:0 colour, variety, tidin
arden Competition 202
ness, effort.
eria: colour, variety, tidi
crit
udging Small
Gardens

Garden Competition 2020
Judging criteria: colour, variety, tidiness, effort.
Judging Criteria: colour, variety, tidiness, effort
rdens Competition 2020
Garden
mall Ga
Small Gardens
Judging criteria: colour, variety, tidiness, effort.

Small Garden

Small Gardens

Small – First – 3

Woodpecker Clos

e – Russell Mabb

First

ott

Small – First – 3 Woodpecker Close – Russell Mabbott
3 Woodpecker Close
Mabbott
ecker Close – Russell
Russell Mabbott
Small – First – 3 Woodp
Small – First – 3 Woodpecker Close – Russe

ll Mabbott

Small – First – 3 Woodpecker Close – Russell Mabbott

Could not attend

presentation
presentation
attend
notpre
Could
on
tati
sen
nd
atte
Could not

Second

Could not attend presentation

58 High Street
Bill Heale
Small – Secould
not attend presentation
cond –
58 High Street –
Bill Heale

Small

Small – Second – 58 High Street – Bill Heale
eet – Bill Heale
– Second – 58 High Str

Small – Second – 58 High Street – Bill Heale

Small – Second – 58 High Street – Bill Heale

Small - Highly Co

mmended – 31 Ma

ltings Way – Faye

Ayling

Highly
Commended
31 Maltings Way

Small - Highly Commended – 31 Maltings Way – Faye Ayling
– Faye Ayling
Faye Ayling
ed – 31 Maltings Way
Small - Highly Commend
Small - Highly Commended – 31 Maltings Way

Autumn 2020

Small - Highly Commended – 31 Maltings Way – Faye Ayling

– Faye Ayling

thebarfordbugle 19

front garden
COMPETITION
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J B Plastering
Your
LocalReliable
Reliable
Plasterer
Your Local
Plasterer
With
Over10
10Years
Years
Experience
with Over
Experience

K.E. JONES

PLUMBING & HEATING

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small
Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com
Tel - 07713724610
All aspects
of Plastering,
Facebook @boltplastering

TEL. 01234 870869

No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote

J B Plastering

Email - jbolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Your Local Reliable Plasterer
Tel - 07713724610

With Over 10 Years Experience

Facebook
All
Aspects@boltplastering
of Plastering, No Job Too Small
Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com
Tel - 07713724610
Facebook @boltplastering
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Great Barford Village
For Bookings and to check availability:
Great Barford Village Hall

Website: www.greatbarfordvh.org
For Bookings and to check availability:
Alternatively
please call:
www.greatbarfordvh.org

Tel: 07974 816880

Alternatively please call:
Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with
ample free parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with ample free
is the ideal venue for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.
parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and is the ideal venue
for weddings,
meetings,
anniversaries
Our well business
stocked bar
and enthusiastic
bar and
staffprivate
offer parties.
a warm welcome, great service
and competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villages and their

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service and
guests prices,
to sample
competitive
theour
barhospitality.
is open every Friday evening for villagers and their guests to sample
our hospitality.
If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular

we wouldinlove
to hear
from booking
you usingor
either
of the
two contact
If you group
are interested
making
a private
checking
availability
for aopportunities
regular group we
andhear
we can
always
a viewing
andtwo
answer
any questions
you might
have.
wouldabove
love to
from
you arrange
using either
of the
contact
opportunities
above
and we can
always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

Follow us on Facebook, for up to date information

Follow us on Facebook, for up to date inform

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA.

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA.
Registered Charity
Charity Number
Number 300035
AARegistered
300035
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Great Barford Bowls and Petanque Club

Bowls and Petanque are back!
Of course, the members of the club kept in touch throughout the coronavirus lockdown.
That’s the type of people we get in the club: friendly, considerate and willing to do what
they can. So, it is no surprise that as soon as some restrictions were lifted and in line with
the Bowls England and Petanque England new regulations and national guidance, we
started to play together again. The rigmarole of sanitising all the equipment is vital. But,
with clever planning we have taken safety very seriously: having the same player using the
“pusher” to push the bowls at the end of the “end”; having each lead with their own mat
and jack - which took a bit of getting used to; and not high-fiving (would we?), shaking
hands or patting backs. All games and practices have to be booked with our superb, easy
to use online system to ensure social distancing is maintained and to comply with the best
practice in tracking and tracing.
We have started with internal competitions. Like so many clubs with a long (and distinguished)
history, we have had a number of trophies donated over the years. So, we have a full and
interesting series of internal competitions. Obviously, singles and doubles competitions for
both men and ladies, and a mixed triple but also the mixed handicapped singles and the
following mixed pairs variants: two-woods, fixed jack and “Australian pairs”. All the teams
are randomly selected to ensure there is a fair opportunity for all.
2020 has been a surreal experience that few would have chosen to go through voluntarily,
but some aspects of the crisis have been uplifting. The response of the members and their
families, friends and neighbours has been more supporters and spectators than we are
used to. Certainly, more than most premiership clubs can boast (Ha, Ha!). Starved of real
social togetherness, it is pleasing to see friends enjoying a mutual interest in a responsible,
socially distanced way. And hand-sanitisers available everywhere, including on the bar’s
counter!
So now we are open and actively encouraging new members to join in. What the future
26 thebarfordbugle
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Great Barford Bowls and Petanque Club
will bring is anyone’s guess, but the Club is here, and we want more people to join us in
the social companionship and fun. Entering the ‘New Normal’ you may be looking for an
activity with a social and health component. Then get in touch through the website at www.
greatbarfordbowlsclub.org.uk or Facebook page www.facebook.com/Great-BarfordBowls-Club-927365523974564 or call Joe on 01234 871723 if you are interested in
Bowls, or if you want more information about playing Petanque, or you wish to try your
hand at it, please contact Beryl on 01767 449116. The car park address is in Woodpecker
Close, MK44 3BG or there is a pedestrian access through School Lane.
Between competitions the club house remains closed, apart from accessing the toilets
and other essential items. Therefore, our other activities are still on hold. Again, check the
website or Facebook for further information as “new normals” change.

Joe Lound-Keast

Autumn 2020
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answers

bugle

1. Mali
2. Cressida Dick
3. David - 55 years old (Ed is 50 years old)
4. Royal St George's Golf Club
5. Leighton Buzzard
6. Phil Foden and Mason Greenwood
7. William Roache
8. Cannon Ball
9. Terabyte
10. The scarecrow
11. Mycology
12. Doodles and izzles

MOBILE
LIBRARY

Fortnightly every Monday
For mobile times check
with Library
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A. Base of original cross - SIlver Street
B. Wind Turbine - Green Lane

B
A
Where am I ?

Comet Newise
Photo’s taken from Great Barford of the Comet Neowise.
The next scheduled one is due in 6800 Years time
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around
GREAT BARFORD
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Winner Press Release

Press Release – 14 July 2020
Bedfordshire’s Great Barford Post Office
wins ‘We’re Stronger Together’ award
for service during Covid-19 pandemic
•
Great Barford Post Office wins
Better for Customers category at the
Post Office’s ‘We’re Stronger Together’
regional awards for the Midlands
•
Awards recognise efforts made
by postmasters across the region to
keep branches open during Covid-19
pandemic and serving their community
Great Barford Post Office has won the
Better for Customers category at the
Post Office’s ‘We’re Stronger Together’
regional awards for the Midlands region.
The awards recognise the efforts made
by postmasters across the region
to keep branches open during the
Covid-19 pandemic and serving their
local community.
32 thebarfordbugle

The award was presented virtually to
Postmaster Lynsey Webster who runs
Great Barford Post Office, last night by
Post Office Chief Executive Nick Read.
Postmasters who operate branches in
the Midlands region had the opportunity
to share their experience of running
their branch during the pandemic and
hear directly about the Post Office’s
future growth strategy.
Post Office Area Manager Paul Mead,
said:
“Great Barford won in this category
because the Postmaster, Lynsey
Webster, has continually gone above
and beyond in helping customers. She
has offered a home delivery service to
customers, and kept updated stock
levels on her Facebook, to make sure
everyone has access to what they need.
On June 1 she celebrated her 14th year
in business. She is very proud of her
Post Office, and always goes the extra
mile for her customers: a postmistress
who ALWAYS has a smile on her face.”
Autumn 2020

Winner Press Release
Postmaster Lynsey Webster, said:
“The award was an unexpected surprise
and it was really nice that our branch
was recognised. We have, like a lot of
Post Offices and retail been through
a lot these last few months. I couldn’t
have done it without the help of my
family, our amazing Post Office and
Retail colleagues and the support and
understanding from our customers.”
Nick Read, Chief Executive at the Post
Office, said:
“I have heard many inspiring stories
of postmasters going the extra mile
and I have welcomed the opportunity
to hear first-hand how postmasters in
the Midlands have fared during the
pandemic including Great Barford. All
retailers have been affected and Post
Office was no exception. The next few
weeks and months will be a critical
period as we try and return to a sense
of normality. Post Office branches
have a vital role to play in supporting
their customers and communities, as
well as helping small businesses and
independent retailers get back on their
feet.”

access to cash. To spend that cash,
businesses need to continue to accept
it, and be able to conveniently deposit
it into their business bank accounts.
That ‘cash cycle’ will play a vital part in
our economic recovery from Covid-19.
Post Office branches are often the
last counter in town where businesses
can deposit a day’s takings. Business
deposits are growing between 10 - 20%
week on week
•
For small businesses, being
able to get goods out to customers is
key. Post Office’s ‘Drop and Go’ parcel
service has seen a 70% increase in use
month on month.
•
Last
month,
Post
Office
reactivated its online foreign exchange
service and its branch pre-order
operation. Customers planning trips
abroad can order over 60 currencies
online for next day home delivery or
collection from all 11,500 Post Office
branches. The option to collect inbranch helps increase footfall at our
branches and on the UK’s High Streets.

Postmasters heard more about three
areas of their business that could help
them recover some of the lost trade as
a result of the pandemic – Mails and
Parcels, banking – cash withdrawals and
deposits, and the return in demand for
foreign exchange.
•

Many people rely on easy

Autumn 2020
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Local GP's Surgery & Walk-In Centres
THE SURGERY

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday 		
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

16 Silver Street
Great Barford
MK44 3HX

Telephone Monday to Friday
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30

01234 870 325
0845 8500734 Out of Hours

St Neots
Health Centre

Non Registered Patients
Opening Hours

24 Moores Walk
St Neots
PE19 1AG

(outside these hours, patients are advised
to contact their own registered GP)￼

01480 219 317 			

Putnoe
Medical Centre

93 Queens Drive
Putnoe
Bedford
MK41 9LE
01234 319992

Monday to Friday
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00
Saturday & Sunday
09:00 - 16:00
Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:00am – 2:00pm
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays:
8:00 – 5:00pm
7 days a week
365 days a year

To advertise in the Barford Bugle
please contact the Parish Clerk at
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
Prices for advertising in the Barford Bugle for four consecutive editions are:
Back Cover:
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside:
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

THE BUGLE IS PRINTED BY
www.bespokemedia.org
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01234 720105
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Reporting Faults
If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of
Bedford Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:
Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including
signage, report to the Highways Helpdesk:
01234 718 003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk
Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning,
flytipping, waste collection and graffiti contact:
01234 718 060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk
Dog Warden contact:
01234 718 009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please
contact the Borough Council and
they will advise you as to which
department can help.
01234 267 422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the
specific services of the Borough Council and contact details:
www.bedford.gov.uk

If you see a faulty streetlight with a
PC number please report it to the
Parish Clerk.
For any faults or issues with the
graveyard, village green, playing
field, jubilee play area, allotments or
areas of open space please contact
the Parish Clerk.
Autumn 2020

If you are not sure who is responsible
or if you need help or advice with
reporting items please contact the
Parish Clerk on:
01234 870245 or
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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The Bobby Scheme

Can the Bobby Scheme help you?
The Bobby Scheme is a local charity that provides a free service to over 65s
and the vulnerable by improving their home security to reduce crime and the
fear of crime.
The Bobby men are trained lock fitters and crime prevention advisers who offer
advice, reassurance and fit a range of security devices to make people feel
safer in their own home.
The Bobby Scheme has been running since 1997 and has improved or enhanced
the security of over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire.
If you would like a visit from the Bobby Scheme
or know someone who would benefit
please call 01234-842619
or visit our website at

www.bedspolicepartnership.org

Quality made to measure blinds

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit
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• Let the Showroom come to you
quotaigation
tion!
• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!
• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting
• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

