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+ Fruit Tree Pruning + Member of the Royal
+ Fully insured and Skilled Arborist Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote

Telephone: 01234 828895 Mobile: 07949 368374
Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk www.treespecific.co.uk

Tree specific 1_2 page ARTWORK OVL ad_Layout 1  07/11/2012  11:45  Page 1



Spring 2020                                                                                                        thebarfordbugle 03

Councillor   Contact   Details

Contributions for
 the next Issue of

 The Bugle 

should be sent to the 
Parish Clerk before 

Monday 
4th May

Submit Your Photo!

The Bugle Committee is always looking 
for seasonal photographs from around the 
village to place on the cover of the Bugle. 
If you would like to submit a photograph, 
please contact the Clerk at:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Di Ames    123 Chapel Field   01234 870251

Noreen Byrne    14 Fishers Close   01234 871919

Duncan Edgar   10 School Lane   01234 871571

Derrick Folbigg   25 Maltings Way   01234 870032

David Garrard   4 New Road    07802 790410

Ann Lovesey MBE   43 Green End Rd   01234 870693

Graham Pendrey   44 Brook Lane   01234 870139

James Rudgley   37 Brook Lane   01234 870003

Stuart Southall   Home Farm, Bedford Rd  01234 870333

Peter Ward    39 Hare Meadow   07825 236848

Tim Wood    Great Barford   07703 569919
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Well, here we are, it’s spring again. The 
extra daffodil bulbs we planted last year 
are all coming up in bloom; and what 
a lovely sight they make. The bright 
yellow trumpets really set the street 
scene ablaze – a big thank you to all 
those who helped with the planting. If 
you missed out, don’t worry, we intend 
to do more again this autumn.

As reported last time, our Clerks, 
Joanne and Anne, are now in their new 
office up at Green End. At the time of 
writing, we are still waiting to get the 
phone line redirected; the supplier is 
being a little slow, but email is working 
fine if you need to contact us. See the 
front cover for contact details.

In the previous edition, we started the 
Meet your Councillors profile pages; 
and we continue this time, to include 
the remainder of the Councillors we 
couldn’t squeeze into the last issue.

The eagle-eyed amongst you will have 
spotted the broken Chapel Field street 
name sign has been replaced with a 
brand new one – and the Borough 
Workmen managed to do it without 
disturbing the daffs. Thanks guys.

Chair's  Report 

While we’re talking flowers, perhaps 
this is a good opportunity to mention 
we are going to re-instate the Village 
Front Garden Competition. This 
is open to everyone, and there’s no 
need to submit an entry form, your 
Councillors will wander around the 
village in early July to spot and propose 
contenders for the Large Garden and 
Small Garden categories. Prizes have 
still to be decided, but we aim to 
announce the lucky winners at the July 
Full Council meeting. So why not get 
your trowels out, and start planting? 
Even if you don’t win, your efforts will 
help create a lovely atmosphere and 
pride in where we live.

As it’s spring, everything is starting 
to grow. Grass has already been cut 
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Chair's  Report 

in some areas, and you should see 
contractors trimming hedges before 
we get in to the bird nesting season. It 
all helps to keep things looking smart.

It’s so nice to have a beautiful and 
tidy village, so to pick up on any 
problem issues we will be sending the 
Councillors out on walk-abouts to spot 
any overgrown vegetation, road and 
footpath defects, parking issues and 
anything else that is out of order.

Traffic and speeding issues are always 
a matter of concern, so we are taking 
a fresh speed awareness initiative to 
monitor speeds around the village. 
We have recently purchased a Speed 
Indicator Device (SID). This will be 
moved around different places in the 
village, to be on location for a few 
weeks at a time. Starting in New Road, 
we will record vehicle count and speed 
data to generate a traffic census. See 
the first report elsewhere in this issue.

And finally, you can catch up with 
planning issues and the Neighbourhood 
Plan update in its own article.

Enjoy this Spring edition.

GRAHAM PENDREY
Chair, Parish Council

While we’re on the subject, we 
would like to supplement the text of 
our Neighbourhood Plan document 
with images of Great Barford. We 
would like to invite any budding 
local ‘artists’, of all ages, to submit 
drawings/sketches depicting scenes 
in Great Barford. All submissions 
will be considered for incorporation 
into the main Neighbourhood Plan 
document. Unfortunately, we are 
unable to offer payment for the 
images.
 
Please forward any illustrations 
as JPG or PDF to the Clerk by 
24 APRIL. Please contact the 
Clerks if you would like any further 
information.



Borough Councillor  Report 
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East West Rail 
The route for East West Rail was announced in 
early February. It has been decided that it will 
pass through Bedford and go north of the town to 
a new station somewhere between Sandy and St 
Neots. The precise line has not yet been decided 
and will of course depend on the location of the 
proposed new station. The options, insofar as can 
be assessed from the very unclear indicative map, 
include the line passing very close to or even 
through Great Barford. 

East West Rail has arranged arranging events for residents to view plans, and to ask 
questions about the route. These dates include 7th March at Great Barford Village 
Hall, 11.30 to 3.00 and 10th March at Ravensden Village Hall 1.30 – 5.00; for those 
unable to attend on those days or times there will be an evening event at Bedford 
Rugby Club on 24th March between 4.00 and 9.00. 

Details are available at www.eastwestrail.co.uk

We are both in contact with East West Rail to ensure that as far as possible they engage 
fully with residents and keep everyone up to date.

Planning 
The Council is already starting work on the next 
Local Plan, following the adoption of the Local 
Plan 2030 in January 2020. This new Local Plan 
needs to be submitted by January 2023. The 
Council will hold a ‘call for sites’ and an ‘Issues 
and Options’ consultation within the next 
few months. The continuing pressure for new 
housing, which the Council shows every sign of 
again intending to place mainly in the rural area, 
makes the excellent work that has been done on 

the Neighbourhood Development Plan vital to the future of the village.

At this stage the proposal is to include a new plan for the town centre as part of the 
Local Plan, however this may change and we are awaiting the outcome of the town 
centre consultation held in 2019 which we know many residents responded to. We 
continue to liaise with the Parish Council and officers regarding planning matters and 
speaking at meetings on the community’s behalf. 



Norse Road Cemetery 
The Council will no longer offer Saturday burials at Norse Road Cemetery due to a lack 
of demand for Saturday Burials.

Weaving Narratives
The Bedfordshire Archives services is running workshops to create textile projects 
inspired by the archives. For those who are interested the workshops will be held at 
the Archives, Riverside Building, Borough Hall, Bedford on Saturdays 7th March, 4th 
April and 13th June, from 10am to 12pm. Anyone wishing to take part should book 
a place either by emailing archive@bedford.gov.uk or telephoning 01234 228833. 
Places are limited and will be first come, first served. The workshops are free to attend, 
but participants will need to provide their own craft materials.

Ward Fund
The Ward Fund, for local and community groups and facilities will restart in April for 
the coming year. If you think we can help please contact us to discuss the possibilities.

As ever if you have any issues you wish to speak to us about, please do get in touch.
 
Best wishes,
Phillippa and Stephen

Stephen.Moon@bedford.gov.uk
Phillippa.MartinMoranBryant@bedford.gov.uk
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Borough Councillor  Report 

Workshops
textile projects

inspired by the archive
s

ward funding available
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March 20th             May 15th
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After what seems a lengthy gestation period, 
the Bedford Borough Council’s Local Plan 
2030 was formally Adopted on 15 January 
2020. This is good news, as the Borough is 
now in a position to be able to identify they 
have an all important “5 year housing land 
supply”.

What’s that? you ask. The Government 
describe it as ...
A 5 year land supply is a supply of specific 
deliverable sites sufficient to provide 5 years’ 
worth of housing (and appropriate buffer) 
against a housing requirement set out in 
adopted strategic policies.

That means BBC are no longer open to 
speculative planning applications from 
developers offering to “assist the Council 
in meeting its housing requirement”, as 
they euphemistically put it. All planning 
applications must now honour Central 
Government planning policy, AND policies in 
the Bedford Local Plan 2030. https://www.
bedford.gov.uk/planning-and-building/
planning-policy-its-purpose/local-plan/

What do I mean? ...
Well, where there is a Neighbourhood Plan 
in place, or submitted within 12 months of 
the Local Plan being adopted, the Borough 
Council will support local communities to 
identify the most appropriate means of 
meeting the required growth that has been 
allocated (Local Plan, Policy 4S). There is no 
longer a tilted balance in favour of accepting 
speculative proposals.

So, WE will be able to determine where 
the new houses go, and not be subject to a 
premature application from any developer. 
You can read that as; the timing of recent 
applications for outline planning on the lands 
off Addingtons Road, and New Road, are not 
compliant with planning policy, so will have to 
be refused. Sites will be allocated through our 
Neighbourhood Plan, before any planning 
applications on those sites will be acceptable 

Neighbourhood Plan

for submission.

So where are we with the Neighbourhood 
Plan ?
We have been building the necessary 
evidence base to support the Plan. The 
main Neighbourhood Plan document 
itself is being drafted at this very moment 
by our Consultant, with large amounts of 
local knowledge and information being 
contributed by the NP Team.

You will remember the “Meet the Developers” 
event, and follow up “Consultation” 
evening, we held before Christmas. This 
provided us with an insight to the thoughts 
of local residents, on what they think about 
the spatial site dispersal options given in our 
independent site assessment and options 
report from AECOM.

It should be emphasised that the two recent 
events were for public communication, and 
to provide preliminary feedback to the NP 
Committee. These were not part of any 
statutory consultation; that is still to come, 
and commonly referred to as the Regulation 
14, Pre-Submission Consultation and 
Publicity stage, in the Neighbourhood Plan 
process. You will all have ample opportunity 
to submit further comments during the 6 
week consultation period of Reg 14.

AECOM are now reviewing their original May 
2019 Report in light of:

• feedback received since it was issued; 
• taking into account modifications to the 
now adopted LP; and 
• information regarding assessment of the 
recent new High Street site proposal.

We still have a way to go, but aim to consult 
at Reg 14 soon. Then do any amendments, 
and be in a position to submit the Plan at 
Reg 16 by the autumn. Be assured, you will 
be kept informed as we go through these 
closing stages.
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Are you Struggling? Help is at Hand – Just Ask!      

Our Village Agent is here to help older people to 
access the services and support they might need. 
Her services are free of charge, and she can phone 
or visit you at home. Just call 0800 039 1234. 
 
Need Help to Fill in a Form? If you are struggling with paperwork, such as Blue Badge, 
Bus Pass, Council Tax Reduction, Housing Benefit and Attendance Allowance 
applications, our Village Agent can come and help you. 

Power Cuts. Are you worried about power cuts this Winter?  If you get a power failure, 
you can contact UK Power Networks to report the problem: 

By landline - call free on 105  (or 0800 316 3105) 
By mobile phone - Text POWER and your postcode to 80876 
By Internet - ukpowernetworks.co.uk/liveupdates 

If you are dependent on medical equipment such as a ventilator, dialysis, or on 
equipment such as a bath hoist or stairlift, you should register with the UK Power 
Networks Priority Services Register.  
Call free on 0800 169 9970  or email psr@ukpowernetworks.co.uk 

Do You Need Help from Others for Your Personal Care?  If you cannot manage to live 
without support, and are over pension age, you should be able to claim Attendance 
Allowance of £58.70 or more per week.  This is not means tested. If you are paying care 
home fees you are also eligible to claim, including the Higher Level for night-time care 
(£87.65.). If your carer is below pension age and is caring for 35 hours a week they might 
be able to claim Carers’ Allowance of £64.60.  Contact your Village Agent for help.   

Are You Eligible for Pension Credit? If your weekly income is below £167.25 (single 
person) or £255.25 (couple) then contact your Village Agent and she will help you to 
apply for Pension Credit.  You may also be eligible for a rebate on your energy bill, 
Housing Benefit, help with NHS costs, and a free TV licence, so it is worth applying even 
if your income is only just below the threshold. 

Any queries or worries – JUST ASK! 
 
     Contact your Village Agent on Freephone 0800 039 1234 

(This is an answerphone service, so please be ready to leave your name, address & telephone 
number, & we will aim to call you back within 48 hours.)  
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Willington has been a place for growing and nurturing 
beautiful plants since the 1890s, when the original nursery 

was founded by Isaac Godber, grandfather of one of the 
present partners. Few of today’s Garden Centres can claim 

over 100 years of continuous family involvement. 
 

Frosts at Willington combines the traditional values of high quality, 
value for money and unrivalled service with a commitment to 

excellence in horticulture.

Frosts Garden Centre, Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford, 
MK44 3QP,  Tel: 01234 838777  frostsgardencentres.co.uk

AT WILLINGTON

Barford Bugle - 128.5mm x 190mm.indd   1 13/03/2019   09:55:43
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SATURDAY 2 MAY 2020 
10.00am - 4.00pm 

LANGFORD VILLAGE HALL 
MILL LANE, LANGFORD, SG1 9QB 

ORIGINAL ART AND CRAFT WORKS BY LOCAL ARTISTS 
TEA, COFFEE AND HOME-MADE CAKES 

BIGGLESWADE & DISTRICT 
ART SOCIETY 
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Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter 

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5. 

C o n ta c t  N i cc i  :  0 7 9 7 0 1 1 4 0 3 0 

TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL

GREAT BARFORD NURSERY  
Places Available now  

A centre of excellence for teaching and learning 

 
Please contact the school office for more information  

 

Come and see our nursery and join in some  
activities with our early years staff 

 

Great Barford Primary Academy 
 Silver Street 
Great Barford MK44 3JU 
Tel: 01234 870342            E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk 
W: www.gbpa.org.uk 
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R N L I  O U S E  R I V E R  B R I D G E 
D R I V E

ROXTON PARISH HALL
MK44 3UB

THURSDAY MARCH 26th
10.15am for 10.45am

TICKETS £16 
Which includes coffee/ Forked Luncheon

TELE 01767 225341 OR Email netmcnair@hotmail.co.uk

Apply no later March 14th

All proceeds to the RNLI

		

 	
	

	 	

Hi, I’m Jen, and I’m delighted to be relaunching the Great Barford 
Slimming World group at your fantastic Village Hall. After a lifetime of 

being overweight I found the solution and lost 3 ½ stone, and it has 
lasted. Slimming World has transformed my life and given me the 

confidence to start as a Slimming World Consultant. I want to help you 
as Slimming World has helped me.  

I want YOU to ‘Be Amazing’ with Slimming World. 

 Please do call in and find out all about us, you’ll be very welcome.  

THURSDAY EVENING - NEW TIME – 6PM 

NEW CONSULTANT - JEN - 07770938583 

Great Barford Village Hall, Fishers Close 

A warm and friendly welcome awaits you  



16  thebarfordbugle                                                                                                                        Spring 2020 

@Roxton Garden Centre
MK44 3DY

Freshly harvested vegetables and 
fruit; Locally grown or made;

everything in Season.
Open Wednesday-Sunday.

We stock fresh milk.
Best Quality, Best Prices

blackcatfarmshop@btinternet.com
Phone: 07522 559010

Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 0PE
01234 266 366      peacockauction.co.uk

Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks • Books  
Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints  

Bicycles • Jewellery & Watches • Collectables  
Garage Tools & Equipment • Household Electrical Items  
Office Furniture & Equipment • Retail Products & Stock  

Vehicles • Horticultural & Commercial Equipment  
Building Materials • Garden Furniture & Effects

Visit the Bedford Auction Centre to enjoy  
the excitement of a live auction.

Weekly Auctions

TCS Painting
Local friendly Painter

Small Interior Painting Work
Also...Fence and Decking Staining

Phil... 07799 012107 or 01234 300769
Bedford and Surrounding Villages

Phil... 
07799 012107

or 
01234 300769

TCS Painting
Local friendly Painter

Small Interior Painting Work
Also...Fence and Decking Staining

Phil... 07799 012107 or 01234 300769
Bedford and Surrounding VillagesTCS Painting

Local friendly Painter
Small Interior Painting Work

Also...Fence and Decking Staining
Phil... 07799 012107 or 01234 300769

Bedford and Surrounding Villages
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Di Aimes

I moved to the village in 1995 with 
my then husband and 4 children 
and soon settled in to village life. 
I was a registered childminder at 
that time and also became chair 
of Sunshine preschool which 
enabled me to get to know some 
amazing people. I became a 
Parish Councillor soon after this 
so that I could get more involved with things that matter 
to the village. I also changed jobs and started working for 
Bedfordshire County Council. My current role is manager in 
the childcare and education team at Buckinghamshire County 
Council which keeps me up to date with changing legislation. 
Time has flown by and I am fortunate to say I now have 5 
gorgeous grandchildren, 3 living in the village. In my spare 
time if I am not with my grandchildren you will find me in the 
kitchen baking or at my sewing machine making costumes for 
an annual panto for kingfisher players a local drama group. I 
am also a governor of Great Barford Primary Academy. 

Now vice chair of Great Barford Parish Council I am proud 
to be part of a proactive council that strives to make a 
difference in the village we all love. 

Tim Wood

I have lived in Great 
Barford since 2006 when 
my wife and I moved back 
to the village to be closer 
to her family. We have 
two children, who went 
to Great Barford Lower 
School and I volunteered 
to stand as a councillor 
after a conversation with 
the Parish Clerk at the 
school gate. 

I am involved with the 
Highways, Planning and 
Neighbourhood Plan 
Committees and I am 
interested in sport, the 
rural community and 
environmental issues.

Graham Pendrey

I have lived in Great Barford for nearly 30 years, and recently
 retired from a life in engineering; from being an apprentice, 
to having been in charge of various R&D departments. I have 
a broad range of engineering experience and skills in many 
disciplines, with a keen DIY enthusiasm. Other interests 
include walking and photography.

I’m passionate about our lovely village, and joined the Parish 
Council about 7 years ago, to offer some spare time and help 
ensure we can enjoy where we live. Many of you will have seen me on 
regular walks around the village, not because I have to, but because I 
want to relish the local beauty of the surroundings. Unfortunately my 
adorable wife lost her fight with cancer a few years ago, so keeping 
myself busy really helps.

I have been Chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee since we started; an important hot 
topic to us all. I’m also on the editorial team of the Barford Bugle; a respected traditional 
communications channel. And last year my fellow Councillors elected me as Chairman of the 
Council. I regard this as a great honour, and intend to fulfil that role to the best of my ability.

Meet the Councillors Part Two
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1. Which film star was the Mother of Liza Minnelli?

2. What is meant by being "on the blower"?

3. The "First Lord of the Treasury" also holds which other   
 position?

4. What is the name of Prince Harry and Meghan's son?

5. The "flat pack" furniture firm, IKEA, is based in which country?

6. In which fictional pub might you be able to buy a pint of   
 "Newton & Ridley"?

7. Which actress played "the Vicar of Dibley"?

8. Envious and 1.760 yards might be a cryptic clue for which   
 film?  

9. Where do the Royal Family traditionally spend Christmas?

10. In what year was Hong Kong returned to China?

11. St Christopher is the patron saint of?

12. Which city is the Capital of New Zealand?
answers on page 33

bugle

Thank you to the quiz master
 Allan Payne for compiling the quiz every edition.
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We book the household 
names you know 
and many others besides 

We can find you the perfect tour, short break, hotel stay, packaged holiday, river or ocean cruise, 
or tailor make something that’s bespoke to your needs and desires. Whether you want a beach 

break, a honeymoon, golfing holiday, safari trip, escorted tour, or anything besides, just ask us!

The home of Cruise Select 
Find us in Mill Street, Bedford

Over 20 Years Leading the Waves in BedfOrdshire as Cruise speCiaLists

www.selecttravelholidays.co.uk
01234 326778

sales@selecttravelholidays.co.uk

24 MILL STREET, BEDFORD MK40 3HD

BOOK WITH CONFIDENCE 
ABTA & ATOL protected 
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Speed Display Sign

We all know our village roads have issues with speeding traffic, and 
the Police speed camera van is sometimes seen monitoring vehicle 
movements at various sites around the village. The camera van might 
slow the traffic while they are on site, and they do catch a few violating 
the limit, but the speeding returns when the Police are absent.

The Parish Council has decided we need to give speed awareness 
a higher profile. We have formed a Community Speed-Watch team, 
with trained volunteers able to borrow the Community Policing Speed 
Indicator Sign to use at various locations. But there are only a couple of 
sets of equipment available for this area, and many groups, all are eager to have it on loan.

So, we have invested in our own Speed Indicator Device (SID), and took delivery late last 
year. We intend to move it between numerous hot-spot locations around the village, to leave 
in place for a few weeks at a time. The SID we have has a flashing speed sign; it records the 
number of passing vehicles and their speed, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This will enable 
us to build up a true profile of vehicle movements around the village.

The first place we installed it was on New Road, opposite Woodpecker Close, measuring 
inside the 30mph zone between Woodpecker Close and the Sewage Works. You probably 
saw it there over Christmas and into the New Year. The data we collected is very interesting, 
and confirms what most of us already suspected. The data for each direction of travel is 
presented separately below.

New Road – Going towards the Bridge and High Street

Speed Display Sign 
 
We all know our village roads have issues with speeding traffic, and the Police speed camera van is 
sometimes seen monitoring vehicle movements at various sites around the village. The camera van might 
slow the traffic while they are on site, and they do catch a few violating the limit, but the speeding returns 
when the Police are absent. 
 
The Parish Council has decided we need to give speed awareness a higher profile. We have formed a 
Community Speed-Watch team, with trained volunteers able to borrow the Community Policing Speed 
Indicator Sign to use at various locations. But there are only a couple of sets of equipment available for this 
area, and many groups, all are eager to have it on loan. 
 
So, we have invested in our own Speed Indicator Device (SID), and took delivery 
late last year. We intend to move it between numerous hot-spot locations around 
the village, to leave in place for a few weeks at a time. The SID we have has a 
flashing speed sign; it records the number of passing vehicles and their speed, 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. This will enable us to build up a true profile of 
vehicle movements around the village. 
 
The first place we installed it was on New Road, opposite Woodpecker Close, 
measuring inside the 30mph zone between Woodpecker Close and the Sewage 
Works. You probably saw it there over Christmas and into the New Year. The 
data we collected is very interesting, and confirms what most of us already 
suspected. The data for each direction of travel is presented separately below. 
 
New Road – Going towards the Bridge and High Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Evaluation time 22	December	2019,13:00		-		19	January	2020,13:00	

Speed limit 
	

30	 mph	 Values Vehicles Vd[mph] Vmax[mph] V85 [mph] 

Speed violations 
	

35.72	 %	 56980	 11449	 30	 77	 36	

ADT 
	 	

409	
	

		
	 	 	 	AYT 

	 	
149285	

	
		

	 	 	 	Evaluation direction Arriving	
	

		 		 		 		 		

Author: 
	

GB	PC	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	Comment: Opposite	Woodpecker	Cl	

	 	 	 	 	Location: 
	

New	Rd	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	Arriving vehicles from: 
	

Roxton	Rd	
	 	 	 	Departing vehicles to: 		

	
		 		 		 		

 

As you can see, 
nearly 36% of 
vehicles coming in 
to the village were 
speeding, with 
15% doing more 
than 36mph – that’s 
what is called the 
85th percentile. 
With an overall 
average at 30mph 
and a maximum at 
77mph.
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Speed Display Sign

New Road – Going towards Roxton

As you can see, nearly 36% of vehicles coming in to the village were speeding, with 15% doing more than 
36mph – that’s what is called the 85th percentile. With an overall average at 30mph and a maximum at 
77mph. 
 
 
New Road – Going towards Roxton 
 

 
 

Evaluation time 22	December	2019,13:00		-		19	January	2020,13:00	

Speed limit 
	

30	 mph	 Values Vehicles Vd[mph] Vmax[mph] V85 [mph] 

Speed violations 
	

67.53	 %	 65458	 15129	 34	 109	 43	

ADT 
	 	

540	
	 	 	 	 	 	AYT 

	 	
197100	

	 	 	 	 	 	Evaluation direction Departing	
	 	 	 	 	Author: 

	
GB	PC	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	Comment: Opposite	Woodpecker	Cl	
	 	 	 	 	Location: 

	
New	Rd	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	Arriving vehicles from: 
	 	 	 	 	 	Departing vehicles to: 		 Roxton	Rd	 		 		 		 		

 
The situation is much worse going out of the village. This time the open straight road encourages motorists 
to put their foot down early. You can see the profile moves to the right as more vehicles are speeding. In 
that direction about 68% were violating the 30mph limit, with the 85th percentile increasing to 43mph. The 
overall average rises to 34mph, but someone was clocked at 109mph. Yes, over a ton in a 30 limit. 
 
The SID was then moved to Green End Road. We’ll analyse that data towards the end of February, and 
report back next time. 
 
 
 
Footnote: The 85th percentile is the speed at which an unregulated flow would be expected to travel. It is 
sometimes used to derive a speed limit for a new stretch of road that is otherwise unrestricted. This 
suggests that 15% of traffic is expected to be speeding. However, other bodies suggest the average value 
is a better point at which to set the limit. 
 

The situation is much worse going out of the village. This time the open straight road 
encourages motorists to put their foot down early. You can see the profile moves to 
the right as more vehicles are speeding. In that direction about 68% were violating the 
30mph limit, with the 85th percentile increasing to 43mph. The overall average rises 
to 34mph, but someone was clocked at 109mph. Yes, over a ton in a 30 limit.

The SID was then moved to Green End Road. We’ll analyse that data towards the end 
of February, and report back next time.

Footnote: The 85th percentile is the speed at which an unregulated flow 
would be expected to travel. It is sometimes used to derive a speed limit for 
a new stretch of road that is otherwise unrestricted. This suggests that 15% of 
traffic is expected to be speeding. However, other bodies suggest the aver-
age value is a better point at which to set the limit.
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Where am I ?

Where Am I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gate Post, Church Walk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Makers Name, Lion Head Standpipe, Village Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Straw Duck, Silver Street 
 
 
 
 

A. Makers Name, Lion Head Standpipe, village Green                B. Straw Duck, Silver Street        C. Gate Post, Church Walk

Where Am I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gate Post, Church Walk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Makers Name, Lion Head Standpipe, Village Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Straw Duck, Silver Street 
 
 
 
 

Where Am I 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gate Post, Church Walk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Makers Name, Lion Head Standpipe, Village Green 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Straw Duck, Silver Street 
 
 
 
 

A

B

C
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J B Plastering 
 Your Local Reliable Plasterer  
With Over 10 Years Experience 

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small 

Contact Me For A Free Quote 
Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com 

Tel - 07713724610 
Facebook @boltplastering 

J B Plastering 
 Your Local Reliable Plasterer  
With Over 10 Years Experience 

All Aspects of Plastering, No Job Too Small 

Contact Me For A Free Quote 
Email - j.bolt.plastering@hotmail.com 

Tel - 07713724610 
Facebook @boltplastering 

All aspects of Plastering, 
No Job Too Small

Contact Me For A Free Quote

Email - jbolt.plastering@hotmail.com

Tel -  07713724610

Facebook @boltplastering

Your Local Reliable Plasterer 
with Over 10 Years Experience

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL 
are currently seeking 

SELF EMPLOYED 
HANDY PERSONS 

for any upcoming work during the 
summer period in 2020.

 
If you have public liability insurance 
and would like to be considered for 

any handy person jobs please contact 
Great Barford Parish Council on 

T. 01234 870245
E. clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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GREAT BARFORD front garden 
       COMPETITION

 
Great Barford Parish Council will be judging a 
front garden competition in July 2020.
 
First and second place prizes for 
large and small gardens
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Great Barford Bowls and Petanque Club

I am writing this as I look out of the window and watch as Storm Ciara batters the 
garden. I will be glad when the wind dies down and the evenings get lighter. But what 
will I do? What social activities has the Bowls and Petanque club in Great Barford got 
for us? Some regular items and exciting one-off activities:

For those who would enjoy social card games there is Whist every Wednesday 
evening from 7:30 pm to 10 pm. Whist is £2.00 which includes a tea/coffee and 
biscuits break and there is an optional raffle. It’s not that we have had enough of our 
friends – we really want some newcomers to join with us so why not try us out.

Every Thursday evening, we have Carpet Bowls from 7:30 pm to 10 pm. Carpet 
Bowls was devised as a fun version of indoor bowls suitable for playing in small halls. 
We try to be a little competitive but most of us are relatively new to the game. Mostly 
it is a good laugh and a chance to ‘unwind’ and have fun. Come to play or just to 
watch. Cost £2.00 to include tea or coffee. The club bar is also open. We have a small 
following of regulars so we would really like some new people to come and join in.

We have Social Petanque (Boules) on Thursdays at 1.30 pm (weather dependent, 
check with Beryl on 01767 449116). This is an informal, friendly and fun chance to 
try the game and get a few pointers about techniques and tactics. All equipment is 
provided.

We hope that you will find something to interest you all. For more information see 
our website at www.greatbarfordbowlsclub.org.uk and Facebook page www.
facebook.com/Great-Barford-Bowls-Club-927365523974564 or call Beryl on 
01767 449116. The car park address is in Woodpecker Close, MK44 3BG or there is 
pedestrian access through School Lane. 

It’s a good thing we’re not playing bowls outdoors at this time of year because we 
would have to deal with frost on the green and wind bias. However, our bowling 
season is fast approaching. First there is the Signing on Evening on Friday 27 March 
at 7.30 pm.  Prospective members are particularly encouraged to come and see 
what and who we are. The bar is open at 7 pm so come early to chat with everyone 
before the formal business begins. The bowls season begins with a Spoon Drive 
on Friday 24 April at 6 pm, with hot food and the bar of course. Once the season 
starts, we hold Friday evening roll-ups from 6pm. It’s a chance for some practice, 
coaching, a bit of relaxation after a long week and time for some convivial socializing. 
Both bowls and Petanque combine gently exercise with a social dimension. Unlike 
so many of the other sports, each team is made up of players of different levels of 
ability, and beginners are encouraged to play. This means they get into the sport 
quickly and play alongside more experienced players who will support and coach. 
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Of course, we would like to attract experienced players to strengthen our competitive 
base. However, we play many more friendly games than competitive matches and 
would like to be able to field even more players. We were all beginners not so long ago 
and we need newcomers to join now to be the cornerstones of the future. Also, we are 
underrepresented with women, so Ladies, as well as Gents, please come forward. 

If you would like to try bowls this spring, then please get in touch through the 
website or Facebook or call Joe on 01234 871723. If you want more information 
about playing Petanque, or you wish to try your hand at it, please contact Beryl on 
01767 449116. The club has a full programme of league and friendly bowls and 
Petanque matches against local clubs. 

In the coming year there will be more events - social and sporting. There will be a 
Bridge Day on Friday 11 September. Great Barford has a healthy Village Partnership 
with Wöllstein in Germany. This year they are coming to Britain and they always have a 
mornings bowls in the club with the members followed with a light lunch. This will be 
on Monday 25 May. Following Last year’s triumph, we have agreed to host 3 County 
events in 2020, the first being on Thursday 05 July at 2 pm. This will be a Vice 
Presidents select game. These are prestigious matches and are looking forward to 
sharing our facilities with the visitors. Spectators are welcome. So, come and see the 
finest county players on the finest local green.

However, we are determined to be a community club, providing for as many people 
in the area as possible. We want to be for you all and that means YOU! So, if you have 
sat at home thinking you fancied some company, or light competition, or to try Bowls 
or Petanque then we are here. These facilities are not just for the old members! They 
are for you as well. Do note that our excellent pavilion is still available for hire for 
meetings etc. For details of charges and availability please contact our Booking Officer, 
Beryl on 01767 449116. The club’s website also contains photographs of the pavilion 
and further information.

And I will leave you with this: God and the devil were having an argument, and Satan 
proposed a bowls game between heaven and hell to resolve the dispute. God, in his 
eternal goodness, pointed out that it wouldn’t be a fair match because all the ‘good’ 
players go to heaven. The devil smiled, replying, “Yes, but we’ve got all the skips.”

JOE LOUND-KEAST

Great Barford Bowls and Petanque Club
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Great  Barford  Village  Hall

For Bookings and to check availability:
www.greatbarfordvh.org

Alternatively please call:
Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with ample free 
parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and is the ideal venue 
for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service and 
competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villagers and their guests to sample 
our hospitality.

If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular group we 
would love to hear from you using either of the two contact opportunities above and we can 
always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

Follow us on Facebook, for up to date inform

Great  Barford  Village  HallGreat  Barford  Village  Hall

Great Barford Village

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA. 
A Registered Charity Number 300035

For Bookings and to check availability:

Website: www.greatbarfordvh.org

Alternatively please call:

Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with 
ample free parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and 
is the ideal venue for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service 
and competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villages and their 
guests to sample our hospitality.

If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular 
group we would love to hear from you using either of the two contact opportunities 
above and we can always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

  Follow us on Facebook, for up to date information

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA.
A Registered Charity Number 300035
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around
GREAT BARFORD
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I am writing to tell you about a new and unique lock volunteering role available 
to residents of Parishes and Towns near to Houghton, St Ives, Godmanchester 
and Eaton Socon locks on the River Ouse. The role will involve volunteering with 
the Environment Agency to assist boaters at  lock sides and attending waterways 
festivals. Volunteers will be trained by the Environment Agency and will be given 
a uniform and ID badge.  

  
The scheme is managed by Cambridgeshire ACRE on behalf of the Environment 

Agency. You can contact the scheme co-ordinator, Rachael Brown on 
01353 865037  or email her at rachael.brown@cambsacre.org.uk 

Rachael is also happy to take any general inquiries about the scheme, what 
the role involves and how to apply.  In addition there is an Anglian Waterways 

Volunteer scheme website which gives more details about the scheme and how 
to apply, the link for this is here: 

https://anglianwaterwaysvolunteerscheme.wordpress.com/

E N V I R O N M E N TA L  V O LU N T E E R S
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K.E. JONES
PLUMBING & HEATING

TEL. 01234  870869
Fortnightly every Monday

For mobile times check 
with Library

1.  Judy Garland

2. Using a telephone

3. Prime Minister

4. Archie

5. Sweden

6. Rovers Return, Coronation Street

7. Dawn French

8. The Green Mile

9. Sandringham

10. 1997

11. Travellers

12. Wellington

bugleanswers

MOBILE 
LIBRARY
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Local GP's Surgery & Walk-In Centres

Non Registered Patients 
Opening Hours
(outside these hours, patients are advised 

to contact their own registered GP) 
Monday to Friday 
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00
Saturday & Sunday 
09:00 - 16:00

            St Neots 
             Health Centre
       24 Moores Walk
       St Neots
       PE19 1AG

       01480 219 317        

        Putnoe 
              Medical Centre
       93 Queens Drive
       Putnoe
       Bedford
       MK41 9LE

       01234 319992

Opening Hours: 
Mon-Fri: 8:00am – 2:00pm
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays: 
8:00 – 5:00pm

7 days a week 
365 days a year

To advertise in the Barford Bugle 
please contact the Parish Clerk at 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Prices for advertising in the Barford Bugle for four consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

T H E  B U G L E  I S  P R I N T E D  B Y

www.bespokemedia.org                                                                                         01234 720105

        THE SURGERY
        16 Silver Street
        Great Barford
        MK44 3HX

       01234 870 325 

       0845 8500734 Out of Hours

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday   
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

Telephone Monday to Friday  
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30
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Reporting Faults

If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of 
Bedford Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:

Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including 
signage, report to the Highways Helpdesk:

01234   718 003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk

Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning, 
flytipping, waste collection and graffiti contact:

01234  718 060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk

Dog Warden contact:

01234  718 009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please 
contact the Borough Council and 
they will advise you as to which 
department can help.
01234  267 422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the 
specific services of the Borough Council and contact details:

www.bedford.gov.uk

If you see a faulty streetlight with a 
PC number please report it to the 

Parish Clerk. 

For any faults or issues with the 
graveyard, village green, playing 

field, jubilee play area, allotments or 
areas of open space please contact 

the Parish Clerk.

If you are not sure who is responsible 
or if you need help or advice with 
reporting items please contact the 

Parish Clerk on: 

01234 870245 or 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk



Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk   
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call  us now  for a free,  no obligation quotation!

 The Bobby Scheme
Can the Bobby Scheme help you? 

The Bobby Scheme is a local charity that provides a free service to over 65s 
and the vulnerable by improving their home security to reduce crime and the 
fear of crime. 

The Bobby men are trained lock fi tters and crime prevention advisers who off er 
advice, reassurance and fi t a range of security devices to make people feel 
safer in their own home.

The Bobby Scheme has been running since 1997 and has improved or enhanced 
the security of over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire. 

If you would like a visit from the Bobby Scheme 
or know someone who would benefi t 

please call 01234-842619

or visit our website at
www.bedspolicepartnership.org


