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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on the 17th December 2019 at the Village
Hall, Great Barford.
Councillors present: Graham Pendrey (Chair), David Garrard, Duncan Edgar, Derrick Fo1bigg,
Di Ames, Tim Wood, Noreen Byme, James Rudg1ey, Peter Ward
Apologies: Stuart Southall, Ann Lovesey (MBE)
In attendance:

Councillor Stephen Moon, Phillippa Martin-Moran-Bryant

Clerk: Joanne Lee

MINUTES
1.

Receive and approve apologies for absence.
Councillor Ann Lovesey, Councillor Stuart Southall.

2.

Declarations of interest in any matter - being prejudicial or personal.
any dispensations.

To consider the granting of

None.
2.1

Clarification of councillor responsibility regarding Declaration of Interest.
Clerk advised the Full Parish Council it was the councillor's responsibility to declare interests
correctly and their legal responsibility. The clerk had emailed all councillors information regarding
the declaration of interest and the councillors were asked to ensure this was read.

3.

Confirm the minutes of the following meetings:
Full Council Meeting - 19th November 2019
Highways Committee - 3rd December 2019
Parks and Open Spaces Committee - 3rd December 2019
Allotment Committee - 3rd December 2019
Employment Committee - 3rd December 2019
Finance Committee - a= December 2019

Public Participation - Standing Orders will be suspended for a period to allow members of the public to
address the Council
4.

Highways

4.1

Discuss and agree recommendations from Highways Committee regarding installing double
yellow lines and possible echelon parking outside 6 High Street and possible solutions to parking
outside the Post Office.
The councillors discussed the parking issue outside the Post Office and No 6 High Street, but
failed to reach a conclusion, only agreeing there was a problem with parking in that area due to
visitors to the Shop/Post Office and the Post Office vans being left in Willoughby Close or
sometimes outside No 6 High Street overnight. Parking outside No 6 high Street could reduce the
vision for the owner exiting their gateway that is between N06 and the Post Office. Echelon
parking may not be permitted on a 30mph carriageway, it being more normal to use for residential
parking in reduced speed limit zones.
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It was agreed that the Parish Council would ask Bedford Borough Council Highways to review the
parking restrictions around the High StreetlWilloughby Close junction area to include outside No 6
High Street, for possible re-introduction of yellow lines. It would need BBC Highways to assess
possible solutions to parking/restrictions and to perform a local consultation on proposed parking
solutions.

The councillors also discussed speed limits. It was agreed that the speed limit should be reduced
along the entire length of High Street to 20mph from cross-roads to the river bridge due to
hazards of on-street parking, numerous crossing points, blind corners and junctions with severely
restricted vision. Consideration should also be given to reducing the speed limit on Silver Street
to 20mph as well for safety concerns. It was agreed to request Highways to reduce speed limits
and to review parking issues in High Street.

Action Clerk to contact Highways to request the above recommendations and request Bedford Borough
highways to assess possible solutions to parking/restriction and to perform a local consultation on
proposed parking and to also look into the speed limit to be reduced to 20mph along the High
Street an Silver Street. Stephen Moon and Phillippa Martin-Moran-Bryant to be copied in on the
email sent to Bedford Borough Council.

Action Clerk to contact the resident to advise them of the Parish Council action taken.
4.2

Discuss parking issues on the upper High Street around 11 B High Street.
The Parish Council discussed and agreed that double yellow lines were not necessary, however
felt that by reducing the speed limit to 20mph along the entire length of High Street would be
beneficial.

Action Clerk to advise resident of the comments and actions by the Parish Council.
Action Clerk to contact Bedford Borough Council Highways to advise them of the Parish Council's
recommendations to reduce the speed limit along Silver Street to 20mph.

5.

Planning.

5.1

19/02523/FUL Full Planning Application. Proposal: Single storey rear extension with associated
internal and external works. Location: 8 The Spencers Great Barford Bedford Bedfordshire MK44
3HN.
The Parish Council discussed and agreed there were no objections.

Action Clerk to contact Planning of the Parish Council's comments
5.2

19/01221/FUL : Full Planning Application. Proposal: Installation of new shopfront and
replacement windows. Conversion of first floor showroom and storage into two 1 Bedroom flats
and external alterations including external staircase and first floor access door. Location: 29
Bedford Road Great Barford Bedford Bedfordshire MK44 3JF.
The Parish Council discussed and agreed that they had no new comments.

Action Clerk to contact Planning of the Parish Councils comments.
6.

Borough Councillor Report.
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Councillor Phillippa Martin-Moran-Bryant mentioned the problem regarding the flooding outside
the quarry entrance on St Neots Rd was acknowledged and will be resolved, and also the
roundabout over the A421 is being resurfaced by the end of March 2020.
See Appendix 1

7.

Clerk's Report.

7.1

Clerk gave an update on the incident at the village hall and the mess left behind. Advised that
photos had been sent to the Village Hall Association.

7.2

Clerk advised the flashing speed sign on Bedford Rd had now been repaired by Bedford Borough
Council.

7.3

Clerk advised that the Willoughby Close and Huntsfield parking consultation had been discussed
by Highways on 07/12/19 and the no verge parking restrictions will be installed in the New Year.

7.4

Clerk advised the Parish Council of the speeding statistics given by Kerry Jones for the speed
checks completed on New Road on 22/11/19 between 7:38 am - 8:15 am. The Parish Council
discussed and decided that the results would have been more representative using a speed
detection van to stop the ticket issuing downtime.

Action Clerk to contact Kerry Jones to thank her for the speeding results. Ask if it would be possible to
have a speed van along New Road which would be more productive.
Action Clerk to put a note in the next bugle of a summary of Kerry's police report figures for speeding
along New Road.
7.5

Clerk advised the sapling trees were planted on the bulb planting even and Councillor Rudgley
advised the Councillors where these had been planted around the Woodpecker green space.

8.

Police report.
See Appendix 2
Councillor Ames advised that burglaries in the Chapel Field area had been occurring recently and
to be vigilant.

9.

Neighbourhood

Plan

9.1

Neighbourhood

Plan Update.

See Appendix 3
Councillor Tirn Wood asked who would be liable for any legal costs for any disputes in the future.
Councillor Phillippa Martin-Moran-Bryant would look into this.
9.2

Advise Parish Council of correspondence

relating to Neighbourhood

Clerk advised the Parish Council of the following neighbourhood

Plan.

Plan correspondence:

There had been concerns around donations to a village organisation at the neighbourhood
plan event. Advice was sort and reassured that the donation would not impact on the
neighbourhood plan process. A resident had some concerns around how the matter was
handled. The Parish Council will bear these comments in mind when reviewing policies
and procedures. The Clerks plan for the new year is to review all the Parish Council
policies in line with advise from SLCC and NALC.
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A resident has raised concerns that Willoughby Park had been removed as an option.
Concerns were raised about a conflict of interest for a Parish Councillor and their link to
a plot of land which is being considered under the neighbourhood plan and also a conflict
of interest by land owned by the Borough of Council. The resident also felt there was a
short feedback time for feedback to be returned. We have advised the resident that the
neighbourhood plan committee will consider all comments and there will be a formal 6
week statutory public consultation in the New Year.
Another resident raised their concerns about a conflict of interest in for a Parish
Councillor and their link to a plot of land which is being considered under the
neighbourhood plan. We have advised the resident where information on land ownership
can be found on the Borough council website and where Parish Council Declaration of
Interest can be found. In light of these comments it is really important that you carefully
consider declaration of interests at meeting.
DLP have provided comments on the AECOM report to the neighbourhood plan
committee.
A land owner made contact requesting some additional information. Councillor Pendrey
advised him where he can find this information.
A resident wrote with comments and concerns regarding 500 houses in Great Barford.
10.

Councillor Ames to present findings for Cll Projects and other projects including a library cabinet
from the Parish Council stand at the Neighbourhood Plan event.
Councillor Ames set up a Parish Council stand at the Neighbourhood
to write down their suggestions for any future projects in the village.

Plan event asking residents

Below shows a list of the suggestions.
•
•

Footpath along New Road. Circular Walk.
Family friendly off road access to the Bedford to St Neots cycleway.

•

A MUGA unless within a new development.

•

Bridleway & Cycleways to link up.

•
•
•
•

More Bungalows please.
Consider a community garden.
Library Facilities - Village Hall
Exercise circuit around the village - Run, Exercise, Run, Exercise around the village.

•

Make Gt Barford Family & leisure

Friendly.

•
More linkage to our footpaths
Most of these were smaller projects and therefore it was decided to put to the Parks and Open
spaces committee to discuss Cll projects further. Others could be dealt with through the
Neighbourhood Plan.
Action Clerk to put on Parks and Open Spaces Committee
projects.

meeting to re-discuss possible future Cll

Action Clerk to put on the Bugle and Facebook to ask residents to please ensure they use the mobile
library regularly and remind them of the mobile library times.
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11.

Discuss and review the budget 2020 -2021.
The budget was discussed and reviewed. It was agreed that this should be put on the next
finance meeting to finalise and put back to the Full Parish Council in January to discuss and
authorise.

Action Clerk to put on the next January Finance meeting to finalise the budget and to put on the January
Full Parish council meeting to discuss and authorise.
12.

Discuss and agree any comments from the Parish Council for the home consultation
strengthening police powers to tackle unauthorised encampments.

for

The Parish Council agreed that all questions should be answered "strongly agree". Question 18
asking for comments was agreed to comment that Great Barford Parish Council would hope to
see the police have the relevant resources.
13.

Discuss CCTV equipment and signage required.
The Village Hall Association advised the Parish Council that they had reviewed the Parish
Councils offer of the donation of the CCTV and at this stage were not prepared to take on the
ownership of the CCTV.
The Parish Council discussed and agreed that that they would like to decommission the CCTV at
the village hall. It was discussed and agreed that the CCTV camera would only now be used as
dummy cameras. This was because the camera equipment is now getting old and there were
issues with cameras not working properly, low resolution of camera images and also there had
been no evidence of crime prevention. It was agreed that in the future the CCTV may be
refu rbished.

Action Clerk to contact the Village hall Association to advise them of the Parish Councils decision and
reasons for decommissioning the CCTV at the Village Hall, and to advise them that the CCTV
equipment located in the store room would need to be in a locked cupboard or be removed.
Action Clerk to check with insurance company that by decommissioning the CCTV cameras it doesn't
affect the insurance. The CCTV will be left on the Asset register and insurance as an asset.
Action Clerk to contact handyman to advise him to stop checking the CCTV cameras with immediate
effect.
14.

Councillor Ames to give an update on meeting with the Village Hall Association
village hall car park barrier.

regarding the

Councillor Ames advised the Parish Council that she had met with the Village Hall Association
and discussed the village hall barrier. It was suggested that the barrier be locked whenever
possible but the Parish Council did not expect the Village Hall to make extra journeys to shut the
barrier. The Village Hall Association were going to be putting the comments from the meeting to
their Village Hall Association meeting for them to discuss. The Parish Council are currently
awaiting a reply from the Village Hall Association regarding their proposals for the barrier
Action Clerk to contact the Village Hall Association (in the same letter as the CCTV letter) and to ask if
any proposals had been made by the Village Hall Association regarding the barrier.
15.

Discuss and agree any comments regarding correspondence
about The Oxford - Cambridge Expressway.

received from Noexpressway

group

The Parish Council discussed and agreed that they would not be making any comments.
16.

Discuss the importance of the Councillor code of conduct.
The Clerk reminded councillors of the importance of code of conduct and asked for their support
in this.

17.

Discuss Parks and Open Spaces recommendation
to employ Russell
playground inspector as from May 2020 when the current inspector retires.

Harley

as the new
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The Parish council discussed and agreed that Russell Harley should take over the playground
inspector as from May 2020
Action Clerk to contact Russell Harley to advise him that as from May 2020 he would be the new
playground inspector.
18.

Discuss and agree a donation to Great Barford Parochial Church Council for Remembrance

Day.

The Parish Council discussed and agreed a donation of £25 should be made to the Great Barford
PCC for heating in the Church on Remembrance Day.
19.

Discuss and agree Employment committee recommendations
to continue at the same
contribution rate until the next financial year for the annual LGPS employee contribution rates and
employee pension contributions rate and band.
The Parish Council agreed that the contribution rates should remain the same until the next
financial year for the annual LGPS employee contribution rates and employee pension
contibutions rate and band. They agree that this should be rediscussed in the new financial year.
The contribution rates on the Bedfordshire Pension Fund Report was discussed and agreed.

Action Clerk to put on Committee meeting in 2020 when new details are sent from the Pension team to
discuss the pension rates for the new financial year.
Action Clerk to notify that the contribution
Parish Council.
20.

rates on the report had been discussed and agreed by the

Website - to receive any items for content.
Councillors were advised to be aware of scammers
Councillor Pendrey.

21.

Correspondence report and information
information only.

due to a recent scam incident towards

in relation to business

from previous

meetings.

For

See Appendix 4
A letter from a resident regarding unsafe driving in the village hall car park due to lack of signage
was discussed. The Parish Council agreed that the direction arrows painted in the village hall car
park would benefit from a fresh coat of paint.
Action Clerk to contact handyman to ask if he can repaint the direction arrows in the village hall car park
with the yellow paint that was used recently for the curb edges in the village hall car park.
Action Clerk to contact resident of the Parish Councils actions.

A letter from a resident advising the Parish Council of vans being parked around the village and
on the edge of the village.
The Parish Council discussed the matter and agreed that the Clerk should contact Blunham
Parish Council advising them of the vans being parked in their Parish. It was also agreed that the
vans had not parked illegally and therefore the Parish Council were not able to prevent the vans
from parking in the village.
Action Clerk to contact the resident with the Parish Council comments.
22.

To approve and authorise invoices received - (councillors will receive a copy of invoice payments
at the meeting).
See Appendix 5
The Clerk advised the Parish Council that the allotment water charge for Anglian water was
usually high.

4.
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Action

Clerk to contact Anglian water to investigate why the water usage has been so high the last
quarter and if necessary to request a new water meter.

Appendix 1

Great Barford Parish Council: Update from Borough Councillors Stephen Moon and Phillippa
Martin-Moran-Bryant -December 2019
Local Plan
Now that the General Election has taken place, we are expecting an imminent announcement from
the Planning Inspectorate regarding the Local Plan. Once this is adopted the Council will once again
have a 5 year housing land supply.
However, in order to keep the necessary supply of housing the Council will need to ensure that the
Plan delivers houses and neighbourhood Plans are an important part of this strategy. If the Plan fails
to deliver houses the Borough Council will once again fail to have a 5 year land supply, and only
those areas with a neighbourhood plan under 2 years old will be protected from speculative
development (providing the Council's supply doesn't dip below 3 years).
Highways
We have again raised with the Highways Department regarding very poor state of the road surface
around roundabouts over the A421 and we have been assured that the road will be resurfaced at the
end of March 2020. In the meantime we have requested that the road markings reminding road users
that it is a two way road be repainted.
Hospital Merger Update
A series of public meetings is taking place to discuss merger plans between Bedford Hospital NHS
Trust and Luton and Dunstable University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, the last of which is on
20theDecember from 9am-l0.30am at the Lockyer Suite, Rufus Centre, Flitwick, MK45 lAR. To
confirm your attendance email communications@bedfordhospita1.nhs.uk or call 01234 792687
Council Budget Consultation
The consultation is now live for the 2020-2021 budget. To have your say visit:
https:llvvww.bedford.gov.uklcouncil-and-democracy/have-your-say/consultationslbudget-2020consultation The Council is proposing £l3m extra for Adult Services to meet demand, to further
digitise services, to review its current operations and procurement, look into service change ideas and
to increase its commercial activities. Consultation closes 17thJanuary 2020.
The Council is also consulting on its Capital Programme https:llwww.bedford.gov.uk/council-anddemocracylhave-your-say/consultations/capital-schemes-consultationl
This is looking at where the Council is going to invest in schemes and projects to improve the
Borough.
More
details
on
the
proposed
schemes
can
be
found
here:
https:llbbcdevwebfiles.blob.core.windows.netlwebfiles/Your%20Coul1cil/Consultations/Capital%20S
chemes.pdf
Also residents of the village can consider joining the Citizens Panel if they would like to be more
involved to create a strong rural voice: https:llforms.bedford.gov.uklcprecruitment/
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Inclusion in Schools
The Council and its partners have launched their 'Behaviour, Learning and Inclusions Support
Strategy' (BLISS) to promote inclusion and to help vulnerable children to stay in school and reduce
exclusions. Schools will be offered enhanced workforce development to assist children who are
struggling with behaviour in the classroom. Three documents to assist schools are available online:
Behaviour, Learning and Inclusions Support Strategy (BLISS) www.bedford.gov.uklBLISS , The Little
Book of BLISS www.bedford.gov.uklLBOB and The Early Help and Intervention Graduated Response
www.bedford.gov.uk/EHIGR
Corn Exchange Website
The Council has launched a new website for the Corn Exchange which is now responsive and will
automatically
resize to fit the screen of your device. To visit the website please got to:
https:llwww.bedfordcornexchange.co.uk
Christmas Market
A Christmas craft and gift market will be taking place in Bedford Town Centre on 2pt December in
Harpur Square, along with various entertainments for children and the Salvation Army's Brass Band.
Rough Sleepers
There has been a reduction in the number of known rough sleepers in Bedford over the last 24
months. The Council has also committed to providing additional emergency beds for rough sleepers
every night until 31 st March, not just when it is freezing, and the Council is providing wrap around
support to try to encourage take up of support and accommodation.
Anyone who is sleeping rough to
visit the Prebend Day Centre, speak to any of our outreach workers, or contact the Council's Housing
Options Team at any time on 01234 267422
We both wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy new year.

Cllr

Phillippa Martin-Moran-Bryant:
Phillippa.MartinMoranBryant@bedford.gov.uk
/ Facebook - search 'CUr Phillippa Martin-Moran-Bryant'

/

07934853907

CUr Step hen Moon: Stephen.Moon@bedford.gov.uk
Stephen Moon'
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GBPC Neighbourhood Plan Update - December 2019

··1 : CJ>.
1nitia

2019/2020 - 142

The Green Infrastructure Plan is nearing completion. BRCC invited a small group to meet with
them on 12 December, to go through the "action plan" pages of the draft GI Plan. Four members
of the NP Committee attended and discussed comments to finish the action plan. We have now
received an updated draft for confirmation. When we are happy, the NP Committee will present
this to the Parish Council for their endorsement. It will then become part of the Technical Papers
that will support the NP.
You will be aware of the recent public communication events that have taken place.
On Saturday 23 November we held the "Meet the Developers" event to allow all the developers
to showcase their ideas in one place. This allowed residents compare all the potential sites, and
understand the pros and cons that may be associated with individual sites, and combinations of
them.
Then on Thursday 05 December we held a follow up session. This was to gain some comments
regarding the three options to combine sites, as proposed in the AECOM Report, to provide for
the 500 houses allocated in the BBC LP. It also allowed us to gauge interest in "Willoughby Pk"
and "Land on the High Street".
AECOM are now reviewing their Report in light of modifications to the LP, and any recent new
site information.
It should be emphasised that the two recent events were for public communication and to provide
preliminary feedback to the NP Committee. These were was not a statutory consultation; that is
still to happen.
As defined in the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, the statutory formal public consultation
stages are still to take place. These are commonly referred to as Regulation 14; the PreSubmission Consultation and Publicity stage - a 6 week consultation. Issues and concerns raised
from this must be considered and, where relevant, addressed in the proposed Neighbourhood
Plan. This is then followed by the Regulation 16 stage; Publishing a Plan Proposal - a further 6
week consultation, prior to submission for external examination.
The examiner's report may make recommendations resulting in actions and any modifications.

When found to be "Sound", a final referendum then takes place. The outcome of this vote is to
decide in favour or against the submitted Neighbourhood Plan. Only ifthere is a majority in
favour, can the Neighbourhood Plan be "Made" and adopted by the Local Authority.
But before we get to that point, we must continue to work closely with our NP Consultant to
construct the policies and main body of the NP document. This should be in early draft as we
enter the New Year.
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Appendix 4

CORRESPONDENCE

REPORT

Received via post
Countryside Voices magazine
Maximom solutions brochure
Glasdon brochure
VE Day Fireworks display brochure
Broxap outdoor gym equipment brochure
Letter received from a local resident regarding nuisance parking around the village.
Email received from a local resident regarding village hall car park signage ..
Correspondence sent via email to councillors
OPCC Newsletter October !November
Bletsoe Neighbourhood Plan Development Consultation
Police Priority meeting in January
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Appendix 5

Payments, Direct Debits December 2019

Pavmen ts
Date

Company

Description

Amount

17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019

Russell Harley

Grasscutting November 2019

£1290.00

Cheque
No
003510

Russell Harley

Handyman Jobs - November
2019
Annual Tree Report Jobs

£301.95

003511

£160.00

003512

Remembrance day Donation for
church heating
Winter Bugle

£25.00

003513

£600.00

003514

Refreshments for Bulb planting
event and lights/star for Parish
Council Christmas tree
Tea/Coffee Bulb planting and
litter pick planting event
Church Heating donation

£42.66

003515

£4.64

003516

cancelled

003517

Routine tree survey and risk
assessment
Neighbourhood plan meetings
23111119 and 05112/19
Water Bill 8th September 201907th December 2019

£810.00

003518

£210.00

003519

£665.07

003520

New Laptop/ malware
Bytes/Office 365 Home 5 User
Parts and labour on old laptop,
Office 365, setup outlook, created
new account to share contacts,
moved documents data to cloud
documents folder, installed
Malwarebytes and setup bitlocker
on both laptops

£939.92

003521

£600.00

003522

17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019
17thDecember
2019

Russell Harley
Great Barford PCC
Bespoke Media
NoreenByme

Joanne Lee
Great Barford PCC
RGS
Great Barford
Primary Academy
Anglian Water
Business (National)
Ltd
Power Computing
Limited
Power Computing
Limited
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Date
November 2019

December 2019
December 2019
n21 ence df un ds

Company
Bedford Borough
Council
NOTE: Pay date
amended to end of the
month as from
November 2019
E.ON
TML

Average speed cameras donation
Village Hall car park maintenance
fund
3 months running costs
Total
Community Infrastructure Levv
Development
Silver Street
Green End Road (The Paddocks)
Green End Road (The Paddocks)
Linden Homes
Linden Homes
Project
CCTV upgrade deposit
CCTV upgrade
Swings
Tommy memorial
Total incl VAT
Total excl VAT

Detail
Salary Cost (incl NI and
pension)
& payroll provision charge

Amount
£2087.43

Monthly street lighting
Telephone

£300.16
£22.10

Amount
£3000
£10,000
£15,561
£28,561

Payment
£3515.64
£3878.44
£3878.43
£26,642.25
£53,284.50

Received
Apr 2016
Oct 2016
June 2017
Oct 2017
Apr 2018

Expenditure
£1083 incl VAT
£4143 incl VAT
£8745.60 incl
VAT
£776.30 incl VAT
£14,747.9
£12,294.3

Paid
Feb 2017
Apr 2017
Oct 2017
Jun 2018

Current account balance as of 5th December 2019 = £148,558.61
Reserve account balance as of 5th December 2019 = £48,841.07
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