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A visit to Frosts at Willington Garden and Home will inspire and give 
you an abundance of wonderful ideas for your garden, whether you are 

an enthusiastic novice or an experienced gardener this is the perfect 
place for you. You will enjoy outstanding service from our 
knowledgeable team and a unique shopping experience.

Whilst gardening is our fi rst love we also have beautiful giftware, 
leisure and clothing departments. Our exceptional Garden Room 
Restaurant serves fresh, home cooked food daily and is the perfect 

place to relax and unwind.

Frosts at Willington Garden Centre
Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford, 
MK44 3QP,  Tel: 01234 838777

www.frostsgroup.com

Inspiring 
Gardeners
since 1973...

Frosts at Willington 
Garden and Home 
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The Barford Bugle

Newsletter 105
WINTER 2014

NICK PAPÉ .................................................................... 01234 870245
DERRICK FOLBIGG, 25 Maltings Way .................................. 01234 870032
ANN LOVESEY, 43 Green End Road ..................................... 01234 870693
DI AMES, 123 Chapel Field ................................................. 01234 870251
TREVOR COOPER, 20 Pyms Close ...................................... 01234 871482
SIOBHAN VINCENT, 30 Brook Lane .................................... 01234 870292
JAMES RUDGLEY, 37 Brook Lane ....................................... 01234 870003
STUART SOUTHALL, Home Farm, Bedford Road ................... 01234 870333 
ELEANOR BROWN, Hill Farm, Roxton Road ......................... 01234 870365
NOREEN BYRNE, 14 Fishers Close ...................................... 01234 871919
GRAHAM PENDREY, 44 Brook Lane .................................... 01234 870139

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS 2014

Parish Council meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of  each month at 7.30 pm.

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council Office, College Farm,

59 High Street, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3JJ
(by appointment only)

Tel: 01234 870245   Email: clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
www.greatbarford.org.uk

Office opening times:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 09.15 am to 12.30 pm

(subject to change due to training, Council commitments and holiday)
An answerphone is available if calling outside of the office hours.

Contributions for the next Issue of the Bugle should be sent to
the Parish Clerk before 28th February 2015.

The Bugle Committee is always looking for seasonal photographs from around the village to place on 
the cover of the Bugle. If you would like to submit a photograph, please contact the Clerk at

clerk@greatbarford.org.ukplease
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GREAT BARFORD
PARISH COUNCIL NEWS UPDATE

As winter draws on and the days get shorter, I hope you and your families are 
looking forward to the festive holidays and Christmas and to welcoming 2015.
I would to say a big thank you to the pupils of Great Barford Lower for the wonderful 
pictures that are featured throughout the magazine. We asked the school if they 
would like to design the cover for the Winter issue of the Bugle and the pupils 
rose to the challenge. They picked up their pens, pencils, paintbrushes and pens 
and produced the most wonderful pieces of art for us. The winning design on the 
front cover was created by Charlotte in the Kingfishers class. Many congratulations 
to Charlotte and thank you very much to all of the pupils at Great Barford Lower 
School for all their hard work.
Every year that I have been on the Council I am incredibly humbled and proud of 
the attendance from the village at our Remembrance Day parade and service. I’d 
like to thank the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Brownies, Guides, Royal British Legion and 
all those who attended. I’d also like to thank Brian Payne for reading the names of 
the fallen and All Saints Church for welcoming us all.
We have recently donated funds to the Great Barford Scout Group for tents and 
shelters to support this great village organisation. If you would like to find out more 
about Great Barford Scouts, take a look at their website at
www.greatbarfordscouts.co.uk.
The Parish Council is currently looking for more volunteers for the Neighbourhood 
Plan Committee. If you would like to help in any way to shape the future of our 
village take a look at page ???? and register your interest.
In October, we were pleased to welcome winners of the Front Garden Competition 
to our meeting. It was great to meet some of them and thank you all for making 
village look so lovely.
For those of you with access, we continue to update the website www.greatbarford.
org.uk including all the agenda and minutes from our meetings. If you’d like to see 
something on the website, please contact the Clerk.
As always, we meet as a Full Council on the third Tuesday of each month at the 
village hall. The public are more than welcome to attend the meetings and find out 
what’s going on in our village and it is your opportunity to raise issues or make 
comment about the village where the Parish Council can make a difference.
May I wish you and your families all the best for the Christmas and the New Year.
Nicholas Papé, Chair – Great Barford Parish Council
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Volunteers needed for the Neighbourhood Plan Committee 
 

You may have heard on the news, or seen articles in the press, about the Government 
giving more power to local people through the Localism Act.  This Act has introduced 
new permissive rights for local communities to prepare a Neighbourhood Plan.   

A Neighbourhood Plan can establish general planning policies for the development and 
use of land in a defined neighbourhood area. The plan might specify, for example, 
where new homes and offices should be built, and what they should look like. The plan 
could also set a vision for the future, and can be detailed or general depending on what 
local people want.  The plan must still meet the needs of the wider area as set out by the 
Local Planning Authority – in our case this would be the Bedford Borough Council’s  Local 
Plan. 

So what does all this mean for you and me?  

Well, your Parish Council is taking the first step in preparing a Neighbourhood Plan for the 
Parish of Great Barford. Through a Neighbourhood Plan our community would be able to 
influence the planning for our village.  The process will take around 18 months and will 
follow a number of steps through to a final referendum.   

What happens now?  

We are forming a Committee to prepare the Neighbourhood Plan.  The Committee will 
identify the issues to address in the Plan, develop a vision and objectives, and carry out     
consultations in our community. 

What can you do?  

That’s easy, we need volunteers to join the team. You may have a particular expertise 
that you feel would be useful, a strong desire to shape the future of our village , some 
spare time to carry out research or deliver forms around the village.  Your involvement 
can fit the time that you have available and would always be of value to the                
development of our Neighbourhood Plan. 

Want to help?   

You can either return the completed slip below to the Parish Clerk or e-mail the Parish 
Clerk at clerk@greatbarford.org.uk. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
I would be interested in joining the Neighbourhood Plan Committee: 
Name:   .................................................................................................................................  

 
Address:   ...............................................................................................................................  

 
 ................................................................................................................................................  

 
Please return to:  The Parish Clerk, 59 High Street, Great Barford, Bedfordshire, MK44 3JJ 
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Fishers Close, Green End Road

Weddings • Anniversaries • Celebrations Stage & Dancing • Licensed Bar 
Large Kitchen • Showers & Changing Rooms

Seating for 160 • Car Parking: 56 Cars • Ideal Conference Centre
Carpet Bowls • Badminton Court • Reasonable Rates

For details contact: Louise Eddington, Tel: 01234 870443, Mob: 07983 110749
www.greatbarfordvillagehall.co.uk

The Bar Committee of the Village Hall are looking for help with
the running of the Bar at functions held at the Hall.

This is an “as and when” position, experience would be helpful but
not essential as training would be given.

If you are interested please contact Diana Wignell on 01933 622261 with your details.

Great BarfordGreat Barford

Fishers Close, Green End Road

Weddings l Anniversaries
Celebrations

Stage & Dancing
Licensed Bar l Large Kitchen
Showers & Changing Rooms

Seating for 160 l Car Parking: 56 Cars
Ideal Conference Centre

Reasonable Rates
Carpet Bowls l Badminton Court

For details contact:
Di Ames, Tel: 01234 870251

VILLAGE HALL
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PUBLIC NOTICE

BEDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL PROPOSES TO INTRODUCE A PROHIBITION OF LET TURN RESTRICTION ON 
HIGH STREET AND INTRODUCE AND AMEND PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON VARIOUS ROADS WITHIN THE 

VILLAGE OF GREAT BARFORD

Reason for Proposal: Bedford Borough Council has received a request from the Parish Council and the Ward Councillors for 
Great Barford to restrict vehicles turning left from the High Street into Silver Street. Vehicles are avoiding travelling to the 
end of the High Street to avoid traffic queues and subsequently using Silver Street as a short cut. There are concerns of 
road safety at the speed that vehicles are travelling past the school. In addition a request has been submitted to address 
parking concerns near to the school. The proposal also includes revoking parking restrictions to allow parking on a section of 
Bedford Road.

Effect of Order:

1. To introduce a ‘prohibition of left turn’ restriction on the following length of road in Great Barford:

From Into
High Street Silver Street

Please note: That pedal cycles and buses will be exempt from the ‘prohibition of left turn’ restriction

2. To introduce ‘no waiting, Mon-Fri, 8-9am and 3-4pm’ restrictions on the following length of road:

A – Silver Street

(i) On its most northern kerb from a point 7.5 metres west of the boundary between no’s 32 & 32a, for a distance 
approximately 32 metres in an eastern direction.

3. To introduce ‘no waiting at anytime’ restrictions on the following length of road:

A – Southview

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

On its western kerb from a point approximately 9.5 metres north of its junction with Silver Street for a distance 
approximately 14 metres in a northern direction
On its western kerb from a point approximately 30.5 metres north of its junction with Silver Street for a distance 
approximately 6 metres in a northern direction.
On its eastern kerb from a point approximately 9.5 metres north of its junction with Silver Street for a distance 
approximately 15.5 metres in a northern direction

4. To revoke the existing ‘No waiting at anytime’ restrictions on the following length of road:

A – Bedford Road

(i) On its most western kerb from the boundary between the Church and property no. 24 extending a distance 
approximately 14 metres in a northern direction
(Please note that parking bays will be marked out in its place)

5. To introduce ‘prohibited verge and footway parking restrictions’ on the following lengths of road:

Goodwins Yard – The entire length

The Spencers – The entire length

New Road – Along the length of footpath which extends between the Church and the Car Park

6. To revoke the following Order and consolidate all restrictions therein into the proposed Order (if made) –
Administration purposes only

BEDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL (VARIOUS ROADS WITH THE PARISH OF GREAT BARFORD, BEDFORD) 
(PROHIBITION OF WAITING AND PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2013

Further Details of the proposed Order, a plan and a statement of reasons for proposing to make the Order may be examined 
during normal working hours at Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford. Documents are also available on the 
www.bedford.gov.uk website. The details will be placed on deposit until 6 weeks after the Order is made or until it is decided 
not to continue with the proposal. For enquiries concerning this proposal, please contact Johnathon Sahota at Bedford 
Borough Council on 01234 276213.

Objections should be sent in writing to Diane Hale, Technical Manager, 4th Floor, Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford, 
MK42 9AP stating the grounds on which they are made by 09th January 2015.

Order Titles if made will be:

1. Bedford Borough Council (Parish of Great Barford, Bedford) (Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting, Stopping and 
Parking Places) Order 201* 

2. Bedford Borough Council (High Street, Great Barford) (Prohibition of Left Turn) Order 201*

Date: 04th December 2014
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The Parish Council is planning to create two Community Orchards in Great Barford. 

One will be located in Willoughby Close and the other in Woodpecker Close.

Each area would have around 6 fruit trees which would be chosen from local varieties.

Community orchards are for the benefit of all those in the community. You could help 
by sponsoring a tree, joining in on the planting days or with the care and maintenance 
of the trees. You could also help the fruit picking and eating when the time comes.

Would you be interested in sponsoring a tree?

Would you like help with the tree care and maintenance?

To register your interest in this new village project please contact the Parish Clerk at:
The Parish Council Office, 59 High Street, Great Barford, MK44 3JJ  clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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Casey - Wrens Class 

 
 

Casey - Wrens Class

Jessica – Robins Class 
 

 

Jessica – Robins Class
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Home Farm, 
Bedford Road, Great Barford, 

Beds MK44 3JF 
Opening Times: Tues - Thurs: 8am - 5pm 

Fri: 8am - 5.30pm - Sat: 8am - 2pm

Tel: 01234 870333
www.southallbutchers.co.uk

For a TRADITIONAL 
flavoured Christmas 

Fresh from the Farm and Ready for the Oven 
Original and now Bronze Type Turkeys

available, also large Chickens.

BEEF
LAMB
PORK

POULTRY

Minis Classes 10am – 11.30pm
St Marks Church Halls, Calder Rise, Brickhill, Bedford, MK41 7UY

Tinies Classes weekly at
Bernie and Gemma’s play Café, 87-91 Tavistock Street, Bedford, MK40 2RR

E: bedford@theatretrain.co.uk  Tel: 01234 782414
Web: www.theatretrain.co.uk

Theatretrain Bedford Leaflet.qxp_Layout 1  15/09/2014  13:34  Page 1
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It has been a busy Autumn term at Great Barford Lower School and now the Christmas 
preparations are well underway. All of our children enjoyed designing entries for 
the Bugle front cover competition. Well done to Charlotte in the Kingfisher class 
for her stunning winning entry. Councillor Byrne carried out the judging for us and 
announced the winner in our Christingle celebration assembly.

The children and staff are busy preparing for our two Christmas productions that 
will be held during the last two weeks of term. Robins and Owls will perform 
a traditional Nativity featuring some well loved Christmas carols and songs. The 
Puffin, Penguin, Kingfisher and Eagle classes will present “Gold to Bethlehem”; a 
new take on the traditional Christmas story full of humour and great songs.

We are also looking forward to our Christmas dinner, Christmas parties and right at 
the end of term, a visit from a touring theatre company who will perform “Jack and 
the Beanstalk” for us.

Friends of Great Barford Lower School are holding a Christmas Fete in the school 
hall on Saturday 13th December, 12-2pm. There are some lovely stalls that will 
appeal to all ages. We would love to see you there.

Earlier this term I presented a vision and values meeting for our parents. The meetings 
were well attended and I was able to share where we are heading as a school and 
also my educational philosophy.

This half term we have introduced values as the key theme running through our 
assembly programme. We have been focusing on the value of respect and have 
been celebrating our successes by awarding class value champions in our weekly 
celebration assemblies.

We have also celebrated our sporting successes. Our Eagles football team made it 
through to the final of the interschool’s football tournament held at Sandy Upper 
School and many of our children who attend our extra-curricular Karate club 
achieved Bronze, Silver and Gold medals at a local Karate Championship event. 
We are very proud of them all for their achievement and great sportsmanship.

All the children have worked extremely hard this term and tremendous progress 
has been made in all areas. These successes were shared with parents through our 
parent consultations in November and our weekly Wednesday afternoon drop in 
sessions.

Finally, we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year from everyone at Great Barford Lower School

Sarah Evans
Headteacher, Great Barford Lower School

GREAT BARFORD
LOWER SCHOOL
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GREAT BARFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL NEWS - DEC 2014
Bedfordshire Healthcare Review
A report was published at the end of October outlining plans for the future of NHS services in 
Bedfordshire and Milton Keynes. In summary, both Milton Keynes Hospital and Bedford Hospital will 
retain A & E, maternity and paediatric services. The removal of these services has been of concern in 
recent months but the report confirms that they will remain in Bedford. The report has not ruled out 
the possibility of other services being reduced or delivered differently, perhaps through links with other 
hospital networks.
The report also details plans for GP and community services that seeks to bring services closer to home 
and avoid trips to hospital. GP practices in Bedford Borough are looking at a ‘hub and spoke’ model. 
This would see a central facility that acts as a ‘hub’ which is linked to a network of GP practices. There 
is a possibility that ‘minor surgery’ and diagnostics could be provided at the central hub and it could act 
as a base for professionals providing care to elderly and frail people. Blood tests could be provided at the 
GP practices, meaning that patients would not have to travel into Bedford.
The next step in the process is for the proposals to be refined, including analysis of financial viability 
and travel times for patients. These plans will then form the basis of a public consultation although this 
will not take place until after the General Election in May. The report and updates on the review can be 
seen at http://www.yourhealthinbedfordshire.co.uk/progress-report/
Broadband
You may recall that the Council previously agreed to match fund a contribution from the Government 
to provide 90% of premises in Bedford Borough with superfast broadband (24 Megabits per second 
(Mbps) or above) and all premises with at least basic speeds (2Mbps). This scheme is to be extended 
following the Council’s willingness to match fund a further contribution from the Government of just 
under £1m to provide at least 95% of premises with superfast speeds.
A number of rural communities were left out of the original scheme. The position for Great Barford 
was mixed in that while some premises in the west of the village were scheduled to receive superfast 
broadband by 2015, the remainder of the village was said to have access to the basic speed already or will 
be brought up to that level by 2016 under the first phase. However, BT Openreach is set to announce in 
the early part of 2015 which areas will be included in the second phase (ie. to provide 95% of premises 
with superfast speeds) and the Council is confident that nearly 100% of premises will benefit. For more 
updates visit http://www.bedford.gov.uk/business/projects__infrastructure/broadband-1.aspx
Gypsy & Traveller Sites
The Secretary of State for Communities has rejected a planning appeal for a 4 pitch Gypsy & Traveller 
site in Bletsoe. The applicant was appealing against a decision of the Council’s Planning Committee 
to refuse their application at a meeting in May last year. The appeal against the refusal of a site at 
Roxton is proceeding. So far such appeals have been rejected on the basis that the Council’s provision of 
permanent and temporary sites is sufficient. Villages remain vulnerable as the recent occupation of the 
layby between Great Barford and Roxton shows.
Winter Updates
The Council provides updates on its website showing changes to transport arrangements and waste 
collections as a result of the winter weather. It also has a tracking map showing the location of gritting 
vehicles. The page is particularly useful for those anticipating changes to public, school and adult 
services transport arising from poor weather conditions. You can access the updates by visiting http://
apps.bedford.gov.uk/winterupdates/
We would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Cllr Stephen Moon 01234 870061 and Cllr Carole Ellis 01234 871483
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CURRENT NEWS 
On the evening of 18th October two new build properties on the 
High Street, Gt Barford were broken into where attempts were 
made to steal tools and a generator. However offenders were 
disturbed and nothing was stolen. At approximately 11.30pm on 
12th November two vehicles had number plates stolen on the High Street, Gt Barford. Investigations 
are on-going but if you have any information in relation to these crimes or you witness anything 
suspicious please contact Bedfordshire Police on 101.

Christmas Crime Prevention:
Christmas is a busy time of year for everyone, including the criminal. We know, however, that a high 
percentage of crime is opportunistic, and can be prevented by taking some simple precautions. Don’t 
let the criminal enjoy Christmas at your expense.
Your car
• Don’t leave presents in full view on the back seat when out shopping. These can be tempting to 
 thieves. Lock them away out of sight in the boot.
• Always lock your car and make sure windows are closed, even if you’re away from your vehicle for 
 just a few minutes. Use a steering lock if possible.
• Never leave your keys in the ignition whilst your vehicle is unattended, even for a few minutes. 
 Opportunistic thieves will often steal cars that have been left with the engine running to defrost the 
 windows.
• Don’t leave any valuables in the glove compartment. Take bank cards, mobile phones and satellite
 navigation systems with you. These items are on a car thieves’ shopping list.
• Make sure you park in a well-lit area or in an attended car park.
Your home
• Keep doors and windows locked at all times, even when you are in the house.
• Keep presents out of sight. Large piles of gift wrapped goodies under the tree that are visible
 through a door or window are tempting to thieves.
• Don’t leave empty boxes on display outside. Discarded packaging advertises all the new goods 
 you have indoors.
• Don’t leave car keys and handbags lying around on display.
• Make it look like someone is at home when you’re going out for the evening. Leave lights on and
 close the curtains. If you have a burglar alarm, set it.
• If you’re going on holiday over the festive period, ask a friend, relative or neighbour to keep an eye
 on your house.
Your property
• Make sure all valuable property is marked. You can either postcode mark your property with an ultra
 violet pen, or use a forensic marking solution such as Smartwater.
• Register bike frame numbers, mobile phone IMEI numbers and other identifying details on
 Immobilise, the free, national property registration scheme. 
 The police recover hundreds of stolen items every year, and it’s much easier to prove that an item
 is stolen and return it to the rightful owner if it’s been registered with Immobilise or security marked.
• Don’t carry large amounts of cash on you when you go out. Be alert, and make sure your purse or
 wallet is secure and hidden from view.
• Don’t keep your chequebook and card together. Keep your PIN confidential and don’t write it down.
• Check that your home insurance adequately covers you for the value of goods in your home.
Paul Jones PCSO 4760
Local Policing Communities, Bedford Borough Rural
Riseley Police Station, 37 High Street, Riseley MK44 1DX
T: 01234 842864  F: 01234 842867
E: LPT.gtbarford&roxton@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
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www.vintagegraceandbeauty.co.uk 
Tel: 07983979686 
vintagegraceandbeauty@outlook.com 
Twitter: @vintageGandB 
 

Call or email today for a FREE consultation.  Go to  
our website for the range of items we have available 

for hire. Servicing Bedfordshire and surrounding 
areas. 

Vintage Grace and Beauty 
Wedding and event styling service. 

Vintage china and prop hire. 
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Tel: 07983979686 
vintagegraceandbeauty@outlook.com 
Twitter: @vintageGandB 
 

Call or email today for a FREE consultation.  Go to  
our website for the range of items we have available 

for hire. Servicing Bedfordshire and surrounding 
areas. 

Vintage Grace and Beauty 
Wedding and event styling service. 

Vintage china and prop hire. 

BEAVER SHEDS
Quality Bespoke Timber Buildings

Sheds ● Summer Houses ● Kennels ● Offices
Playhouses ● Cabins

Tel: 01480 212336
www.beaversheds.co.uk

23 Spinney Road,Chawston, Bedford MK44 3BW
Monday - Friday  8.30 - 4.30

Saturday 9.00 - 3.00    Sunday - Closed

NICK CRAMPTON
Building & Maintenance

Kitchens ● Bedrooms ● Bathrooms

For all your building needs

Tel: 07909 950049
Email: nick.crampton@hotmail.co.uk

All types of Roofing and General
Maintenance

Tel: 01234 871993
Mob: 07759 472499

14 Brook Lane, Gt Barford, Beds MK44 3LU

Podiatrist / Chiropodist
Need help with foot care?
Range of treatments available in your own home:

• nails, corns and callus
• fungal skin and nail infections
• diabetic foot care
• biomechanical assessment and orthotics

Sally Goudge BSc (Hons) MChS

01234 740672  or 07814 824542
sally.podiatry@gmail.com



GROWING PLANTS IN POTS

It has been said that every plant that exists can be grown in a pot - and I have seen 
roses, Wisteria, Clematis and many others grown successfully in this way. Care needs to 
be taken about siting and watering, however. I recently lost a nice, small blue conifer 
because I did not realize it had dried out. It was in a sunny position and we had not 
had rain for a couple of weeks. I forgot to water 
it. From now on I will put pot grown conifers in 
semi shade and try to remember to water more 
frequently. Many plants actually thrive in shade, 
including evergreen Azalias, Rhododendrons and 
Pieris. These all require acid soil, so will do better 
in a pot if your soil is not suitable. Siting pots with 
attractive leaves and shapes in shade will do much 
to improve the garden scene in general.
Most Heathers need acid soil also and look good 
if you choose contrasting foliage colours and group 
them in pots. They need a sunny spot, however, 
and will withstand dry conditions well. Some 
plants have grey leaves because of the small hairs 
on their leaves. These conserve moisture, and withstand occasional dry pot conditions 
well. Lavender, Rosemary, Sage, Helichrysum and other Herbs will do well, also many 
plants from warmer climes such as Phormiums, many succulents, Hebes, and Senecio 
‘White Diamond’ (which is sold for bedding but which survives winters). Plants with grey 
leaves look good next to red and purple colours.
Senecio greyii is a favourite plant of mine but has to be watched in dry spells as it 
wilts. It prefers a damper position. This is useful, however, as it can be planted in damp 
shade, providing a splash of light grey among the ‘juicy greens’ of most other plants 
which grow in boggy soil. A friend who had a garden on dense, damp clay detested 
the ‘juicy greens’ and wanted plants with grey leaves – those which are more suitable for 
dry gardens (that is the lot of the garden designer – people always want the opposite of 
what they’ve got!) However, pots can come to the rescue here – as dry soil plants can 
be put on a damp soil border in pots, provided they will get enough light. Pots can also 
be useful if you want to grow a plant which can become rampant but don’t want it to 
ramp. Bamboos are known for this. Planting them in pots removes the threat of creating 
a ‘Chinese bamboo garden’ by accident. Other rampant plants best contained in pots 
include the mints (although they can sulk if not fed), Phalaris (Gardener’s Garters), the 
stripy green and white grass which spreads a lot, Achiilea ‘The Pearl’ and anything else 
you do not wish to dominate your border. These same plants can be most valuable in 
places where other plants refuse to grow (one nurseryman, when asked for a suggestion 
for just such a place answered ‘what about a nice flagpole?’)

The Barford Bugle – Winter 2014 –––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 15
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We use potted plants for various reasons – for extra colour in the summer, to provide 
foliage interest on patios or other hard surfacing and to highlight specimen plants. These 
are often Palms or other architectural plants which can be killed in winter. An advantage 
of pot growing is, of course, that they can be moved inside. As I have clay soil I move 

pots of tender perennials, such as 
Penstemon and Verbena bonariensis 
inside, as it saves buying new each 
year. I also put pots of bedding 
Geraniums inside. Good light is 
needed for this, however. Another 
good use of potted plants is to place 
them on areas which are full of tree 
roots and in which plants will not grow. 
These areas can be planted by putting 
a layer of soil on top and planting into 
this but this can be costly and labour 
intensive.

Pots can be used to plants bulbs in, then these can be buried in the border. In this way 
you can lift the pots after flowering, grow on (keeping watered) until the foliage dies, 
then use the bulbs again next year. It is recommended to treat Tulips this but way, as 
it encourages repeat flowering but I don’t do it as it’s a chore and I like to buy new, 
reasonably priced tulips each year. I plant these in pots, leave them somewhere out of 
sight in semi-shade, then bring them up to the patio doors when flowering in spring. After 
this I transfer them to gaps in the border, which can be plainly seen in spring.
Give consideration to the materials and colours of pots. Glazed pots can add colour to 
any scheme and look especially good in a modern setting. Terracotta is more traditional 
and provides quieter tones. Reconstituted stone in various colours looks good in formal 
situations but imitations of these in plastic are really convincing and far easier to move if 
necessary. Medium size pots are lighter to lift but are large enough not to dry out too 
quickly. If you are unsure of which colours to choose, take a photo of the garden and, 
when developed, take it to the garden centre and place it beside different colours. You 
could even cut out small areas where you want to put pots, then place the photo on 
various types to see which looks best with surrounding plants/paving etc. Don’t forget 
the tea and cake at the Garden Centre and Happy Planting!

From Diane Clay at Picturebook Gardens
01234 3523967 – geoff.diane@yahoo.co.uk
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Liam - Penguins Class 

 
 

Liam - Penguins Class

Ben P – Eagles Class 
Ben P – Eagles Class
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Aiva – Penguins Class 
 

 Aiva – Penguins Class

Mabel – Puffins Class 
 

 

Mabel – Puffins Class

Jessica – Owls Class 

  

Jessica – Owls Class

More pictures 
from the 
Children  of 
Great Barford 
Lower School
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Isla – Wrens Class 
 

 

Isla – Wrens Class
 

Sienna – Robins Class 

 
 

Sienna – Robins Class

Oliver M – Eagles Class 
 

 

Oliver M – Eagles Class Charlotte W – Kingfishers Class 

  

Charlotte W – Kingfishers Class
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CORGI Registered

K.E. Jones
Plumbing & Heating
Tel: 01234 870869

POLITE NOTICE
If you advertise an event on the 
lamp posts and telegraph posts 

around the village, could you 
please be sure to remove the 

notices once the event
has taken place.

Many thanks
Great Barford Parish Council

COVER CLEANER REQUIRED
for Great Barford Village Hall

Hours to suit bookings

Please contacts Diana on 01933 622261 with your information



East Anglian Air Ambulance is a 365 day-a-year lifesaving helicopter
emergency medical service working across Bedfordshire, Cambridgeshire,
Norfolk and Suffolk.
EAAA receive no direct government funding. This means that the £7.6millon
needed this year to continue our vital work comes directly from our generous supporters.
Many local EAAA supporters chose to show their support for the Charity by holding fund raising 
events. An event that raises £280 for EAAA is enough to fund three lifesaving Autopulse life bands 
which are used during chest compressions. The Autopulse is an automated, portable, battery powered 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation device, which compresses the entire chest to give electronic CPR.
John Kidd, from Leighton Buzzard in Bedfordshire, is a captain at the Aylesbury Vale Golf Club.
Their most recent fundraiser raised £315 for EAAA, enough to supply three Autopulse life bands.
To raise the funds, John asked members at the club to pay a 50p 'fine' for golf balls which landed in 
the captains bunker or into the lake. As well as this event, the team have held a raffle and a cheese 
and wine night, raising over £2400 for EAAA, enough to fund a lifesaving mission.
John said: 'East Anglian Air Ambulance is a cause we have always wanted to support and it is
fantastic to give something back to the people who truly deserve it. The team do a great job which is 
why we chose them as the captain's Charity of the Year.'
If you are interested in hosting an event for EAAA and helping us to fund our service over East Anglia, 
why not contact your local Fundraising Manager Kay Marter on 01525 718517 who would be happy to 
help.
If you are looking for an even quicker way to help the charity, why not follow us on Facebook and
Twitter?
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Village Hall
Fishers Close

Every Tuesday morning (including holidays)

Tot and Teenies from 9.30 - 11.15
in the big hall

Babies and Children from 0-5 years are welcome; relax and 
play in a safe atmosphere; tea, coffee, chat, make new friends, 
relax; plenty of toys to play with, bikes to ride, puzzles to do, 
pictures to draw, all in a safe environment!

Tots and Teenies is £2 for Parent with 1 Child
50p extra per Child/Adult

(includes coffee/tea for Mum and snack time for tots)

End of session sing along

For more info contact Gemma on 07766 548423

Baby Clinic from 10.00 - 12.00 in small room;
weighing and advice from the Health Visitors.
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Bottle Banks 

Following a request from residents, the Parish Council is looking into possible locations 
for bottle banks in Great Barford.   

Would you like to recommend any potential locations for the Parish Council to  
investigate further?  Locations must have hard standing and access for the vehicle to 
empty the banks regularly. 

If you would like to suggest any locations please contact the Parish Clerk at the address 
below. 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 

Great Barford Parish Council, 59 High Street, Great Barford, Beds, MK44 3JJ 

POLITE NOTICE 

If you advertise an  event on the lamp posts and telegraph posts around 
the village, could you please be sure to remove the notices once the event 
has taken place. 

Many thanks 

Great Barford Parish Council 

The Bugle Committee is always looking for seasonal photographs from around the 
village to place on the cover of the Bugle.  If you would like to submit a photograph 
please contact the Clerk at clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 

Bottle Banks 

Following a request from residents, the Parish Council is looking into possible locations 
for bottle banks in Great Barford.   

Would you like to recommend any potential locations for the Parish Council to  
investigate further?  Locations must have hard standing and access for the vehicle to 
empty the banks regularly. 

If you would like to suggest any locations please contact the Parish Clerk at the address 
below. 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 

Great Barford Parish Council, 59 High Street, Great Barford, Beds, MK44 3JJ 

 Winners of the Front Garden Competition 2014 

Congratulations to all of the winners 

Large front garden Small front garden 

1st 52 High Street 33 Bedford Road 

2nd 32A Silver Street 98 Green End Road 
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In memory of

Carole Ellis
The Parish Council was very saddened to hear of the recent 
death of Carole Ellis. Carole was a dedicated member of the 
Parish Council for many years as well as our Ward Councillor. 
Carole always wanted the best for our village and her knowl-
edge and tenacity were invaluable in making sure that things 
happened.

Although Carole had been ill for a long time, she always stayed 
in contact with the Parish Council and continued to support us.

It was wonderful to see her at the recent village Remembrance 
Day parade and service where she was in good spirits.

I know that we will all miss Carole very much.

Our thoughts are with Carole’s family at this difficult time.
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GREAT BARFORD FOOTBALL CLUB
Last time, I had reported that we had lost our first two League games 
4-6, having been 4-0 up, and by 0-5.
Subsequently we drew the next 1-1 against Cranfield, lost 2-3 at Meltis 
Albion and have won our following six League games.
In between our Team has progressed to the last sixteen of the County Cup 
with victories against Marabese Ceramics, and Wootton Blue Cross under 
21's. Chronologically, we have won our last seven matches.
Those are the cold facts. What they do not show is that we have a Team 
who play enormously exciting, swift passing football.
Also they have a superb team spirit within themselves, win, lose or draw.
May I express especial thanks to Vinny Govani, who performed, heroics in 
our Jubilee Cup Final win in May, for helping out at very short notice, on 
several occasions thus far , this season. Our regular keeper, George Ripley, 
at seventeen years old, has learned a lot from Vinny. He aspires to be as 
good. He cannot have a higher aspiration.
Allan Payne (Chairman)

GREAT BARFORD
BOWLS CLUB
In view of the super summer all have enjoyed, the Bowlers particularly have been able to continue 
playing in great conditions. The club ended its season mid September, as reported last time; it held a 
Spoon Drive followed by refreshments.
For the first time the club held a “Finals Weekend” to complete the competitions. Matches were 
played both on the Saturday and Sunday. The event proved to be successful, over the two day period 
members supported the games, however the weather could have been friendlier.
Following on the club held its Annual Presentation of Trophies Dinner. This was well supported by 
members, partners and friends. As usual the members had a choice of various menus, all of which 
were beautifully cooked and presented. A very pleasant evening was held by all.
With the approach of winter, the garden area is being “put to bed”. However, the club has established 
a “Gardening Team”, each member being allotted a section of the whole area; this step will ensure 
that our gardens and general club area will again next year produce a very pleasant environment for 
members and for visitors.
The committee for some time have been working on plans to upgrade the pavilion, for the benefit of 
all who use the facilities. Clearly finance is foremost for improvements and Great Barford Bowls Club 
have been very fortunate in receiving financial support from local business interests. For their support 
the club is very grateful.
In addition an application had been made to the National Lottery for funding. The club has been 
successful in receiving an award. With the help of the local business personnel, upgrading has begun. 
It was very necessary to make the pavilion more comfortable, particularly with changing seasons. The 
whole window element has been replaced with double glazing and very smart it looks too.
By the time you read this report, the club will have held its November Coffee Morning. Again this was 
well supported by local residents and friends. So many locals support our Coffee Mornings, they are 
becoming old friends, who are always welcome
Don’t forget to keep in touch with the club’s website.  www.gtreatbarfordbowlsclub.org.uk
Best seasonal wishes from Great Barford Bowls Club
Eileen Carter, Honorary Secretary.  Tel: 01234 838539
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ROXTON & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY GROUP

We have been in existence for over 30 years and during that time several 
Gt. Barford residents have held membership over many years. The group, which 
meets at Roxton nevertheless covers all aspects of history relevant to the wider 
locality and the Eastern Region as well as topics of historical interest that are 
not area specific. We are also closely linked with the county wide local history 
community through membership of the Bedfordshire Local History Association. 

This group arranges meetings and an annual conference for the members, as well 
as visits and workshops.

We offer full membership at £10.00 per person per annum and also welcome 
visitors to any open meeting when we charge a small fee. Our new programme 
for 2015 will be available in the New Year.

For more information contact
Stella Gibbs - 01480 351931 or Peter Newell – 01234 870158

Traditional Values
            With A Modern
                    Approach

Trusted to successfully 
sell and let property

in your village for over 
15 years

For a FREE market 
appraisal.contact us 

today
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Bobby – Owls Class 

  

Bobby – Owls Class

Simple Christmas biscuits 

200g plain flour 

100g softened unsalted butter 

100g caster sugar 

1 egg—lightly beaten 

1/2 tsp mixed spice 

milk to mix 

 

 Combine the flour and mixed spice in a mixing bowl 

 Add the butter and rub it in using your fingertips until the mixture looks like 
breadcrumbs.   

 Add the sugar to the mixture and stir. 

 Stir in the beaten egg and then add enough milk to bring the mixture together to 
form a stiff dough.  

 Roll out the dough, on a lightly floured surface, to the thickness you would like   

 Cut out the biscuits using Christmas shaped cutters.   

 Place onto lightly greased baking trays and bake at 190oC/170oC fan/Gas mark 5 
for 10-15 minutes or until golden.   

 Leave to cool on a wire rack.  
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PaintSprayTools.co.uk

The Old Forge, Church Street, Tempsford, SG19 2AW

T: 01767 640888   E: sales@paintspraytools.co.uk
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Rebecca – Puffins Class 

 
 

Rebecca – Puffins Class

 
Matthew L - Kingfishers Class 
 

 

Matthew L - Kingfishers Class
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GREAT BARFORD
SCOUT GROUP
Growing Scout Group needs new leaders.
Great Barford Scout Group is one of a few Scout Groups in Bedford 
District whose membership continues to grow. After Christmas we will be 
reorganising our leadership to support all sections.
We do though have a long waiting list for Beaver Scouts, a large number 
of which live in the village. We would like to be able to offer more of these 
children on the waiting list a place in Beavers. To do this we need more 
uniformed leaders.
If you or you know of someone who would be interested in taking on this 
rewarding role within the group then please contact us on:
Barfordscouts@gmail.com

Stuart Andrews, Group Chairman
Great Barford Scout Group                             www.greatbarfordscouts.co.uk

GREAT BARFORD WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

We have enjoyed three meetings since the last report. In September 
Sue Watkins spoke about her experiences as an alpaca farmer. After 
her talk members were able to buy, at very reasonable prices, items 
made from beautiful, soft alpaca wool.

In October, our 62nd birthday meeting, storyteller Mark Steinhardt 
entertained us with several stories, including one about a scandal on 
the council!

No-one went home hungry after our November meeting. David Gunns 
from Gunns Bakery gave a talk and demonstration and was very 
generous with free samples. He kindly provided delicious Bedfordshire 
Clangers as the refreshments at the end of the meeting.

New members and visitors are always welcome. For further details 
contact Lauren Ellis on 01234 307684
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News Years Eve
Family Disco

Organised By

Great Barford Wöllstein Partnership
and

Great Barford Village Hall Committee
on

31st December 2014
at

The Village Hall, Great Barford
7.30 pm to 1 am

Family Ticket (2 Adults And 2 Children) £25.00
Adults £10.00 – Children Under 16 £5.00

Children under three free

You are welcome to bring your own food and nibbles.

Raffle to be held.
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Do you want to join our organising committee, get involved in your 
community, have you any suggestions for fun games and activities ?   
Do you have a team or group who can provide demonstrations or 
entertainment with a sports theme ? 
Then please contact me : Louise at geared@tiscali.co.uk or phone 870443. 

 
Please support our Fund Raising Events: 

 
Quiz Night on Friday 30th January (fish & chip supper) 

 
RACE Night on Saturday 21st March.    
£5 Race Cards will be on sale in February. 

 
 

COMMUNITY EVENTS  
FUN DAY  

SATURDAY 13 JUNE 2015  

Bottle Banks 

Following a request from residents, the Parish Council is looking into possible locations 
for bottle banks in Great Barford.   

Would you like to recommend any potential locations for the Parish Council to             
investigate further?  Locations must have hard standing and access for the vehicle to 
empty the banks regularly. 

If you would like to suggest any locations please contact the Parish Clerk at the address 
below. 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 

Great Barford Parish Council, 59 High Street, Great Barford, Beds, MK44 3JJ 

            Winners of the Front Garden Competition 2014 

 

Congratulations to all of the winners 

  Large front garden Small front garden 

1st 52 High Street 33 Bedford Road 

2nd 32A Silver Street 98 Green End Road 

POLITE NOTICE 
 

If you advertise an  event on the lamp posts and telegraph posts around 
the village, could you please be sure to remove the notices once the event 
has taken place. 

 

Many thanks 

Great Barford Parish Council 

The Bugle Committee is always looking for seasonal photographs from around the 
village to place on the cover of the Bugle.  If you would like to submit a photograph 
please contact the Clerk at clerk@greatbarford.org.uk 

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE

www.greatbarford.org.uk
Check out the Parish Council website for news on village events and 
organisations, Parish Council meeting agendas and minutes, the latest 

issue of the Barford Bugle and much much more.
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Picturebook Gardens
by Diane Clay

£35 per Visit
Tel: 01234 352967

Email: geoff.diane@yahoo.co.uk

Advisory visits for low maintenance
Colour all year, low cost/quality plants

Small changes or new layouts
FREE GARDEN ADVICE LEAFLETS

3 10 year insurance backed guarantee
3 A rated glass
3 No salesman
3 Local, reliable company
3 Competitive prices

T:  01767 765440
E:  sales@i-glaze.co.uk
W: www.i-glaze.co.uk

CALLUSTODAY!

Windows | Doors | Conservatories 
replacement glass | repairs | and more

Bedfordshire BBQ & Stove Centre
41a to 43 Tempsford Road
Sandy, BEDS SG19 2AF

01767 681694
www.bedsbbq.co.uk
www.worldofwoodbumers.co.uk

PRODUCE THIS ADVERT IN THE SHOP FOR AN
EXTRA 10% OFF COLLECTED ITEMS*

*Discount applies to wood burning stoves only.
www.worldofwoodburners.co.uk
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Serene|Bathrooms
                                                   .com

The Old Forge | Church Street | Tempsford | SG19 2AW | 01767 640999

www.serenebathrooms.com
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Please ask your GP surgery  
for more details or visit  

www.nhs.uk/nhshealthcheck  
 

Aged 40-74?
Find out about 
our FREE NHS 
Health Check

Even though you might be 
feeling great, if you are over 
forty you may be at risk of heart 
disease, stroke, kidney disease, 
diabetes or dementia. 

A FREE NHS Health Check can 
help you reduce these risks and 
make sure that you stay healthy.
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Local drop-in centres 
 
St Neots Health Centre 
24 Moores Walk 
St Neots 
PE19 1AG 
 
Tel – 01480 219317 
 
Non-Registered Patients Opening Hours  
(outside these times patients are advised to contact their own registered GP) 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Putnoe Medical Centre 
93 Queens Drive 
Putnoe 
Bedford 
MK41 9JE 
 
Tel - 01234 319992 
 
The Walk-in centre is open from 08:00 to 18:30, 7 days a weeks, 365 days a year 

Monday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Tuesday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Wednesday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Thursday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Friday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Saturday 09:00 – 16:00 

Sunday 09:00 – 16:00 

Local GP’s surgery 

The Surgery 
26 Silver Street 
Great Barford 
Beds 
MK44 3HX 
 
Telephone – 01234 870325 
 
Out of hours – 0845 8500734 
 
Opening times 
8:30am - 1:00pm & 2:00pm - 6:00pm Monday to Friday.  
 
Telephone from 8:00am - 1:00pm & 2:00 - 6:30p Monday to Friday  Local drop-in centres 
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Great Barford 
Beds 
MK44 3HX 
 
Telephone – 01234 870325 
 
Out of hours – 0845 8500734 
 
Opening times 
8:30am - 1:00pm & 2:00pm - 6:00pm Monday to Friday.  
 
Telephone from 8:00am - 1:00pm & 2:00 - 6:30p Monday to Friday  

Local drop-in centres 
 
St Neots Health Centre 
24 Moores Walk 
St Neots 
PE19 1AG 
 
Tel – 01480 219317 
 
Non-Registered Patients Opening Hours  
(outside these times patients are advised to contact their own registered GP) 
 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Putnoe Medical Centre 
93 Queens Drive 
Putnoe 
Bedford 
MK41 9JE 
 
Tel - 01234 319992 
 
The Walk-in centre is open from 08:00 to 18:30, 7 days a weeks, 365 days a year 

Monday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Tuesday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Wednesday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Thursday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Friday 08:00 – 09:00 18:00 – 20:00 

Saturday 09:00 – 16:00 

Sunday 09:00 – 16:00 

Local GP’s surgery 

The Surgery 
26 Silver Street 
Great Barford 
Beds 
MK44 3HX 
 
Telephone – 01234 870325 
 
Out of hours – 0845 8500734 
 
Opening times 
8:30am - 1:00pm & 2:00pm - 6:00pm Monday to Friday.  
 
Telephone from 8:00am - 1:00pm & 2:00 - 6:30p Monday to Friday  
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This was the third village Fun Day and we were certainly third time lucky with the weather, what a 
great day we had.  Set up and decorating began before 9am and by the start at 1pm there was a 
great atmosphere with our medieval theme set around the arena. 
The PA and Music system was provided by Scott Moses Discos and the main activities were: 
Archery from Joe Macdonald of Robin's Reach Archery, Great Staughton 
Climbing Wall and Bungee trampoline from Barracudas of St Neots 
Jousting Inflatable and Bouncy Castle from our local Party Doctors 
The Village Fish & Chip Van, Boss Hogg's Hog Roast and Franco's Ices provided food, and of course 
the Village Hall Bar was open and refreshments served inside throughout the day. 
Entertainment with Noel and Antonia from the Box Tale Soup Theatre group, Steve with magic and 
balloon shapes, songs from the Wyboston Warblers and not forgetting the brilliant Birds of Prey 
Display from the English School of Falconry at Wilstead, which was certainly one of the highlights of 
the day.   
Thanks must go to the volunteers who helped with the set up and breakdown along with the 
teams from the village clubs; to Debbie Irish for the medieval bunting, to Stuart Southall for 
the straw bales and to everyone involved in putting the day together. We are also very grateful 
to all the leisure and business outlets, village clubs and others who gave vouchers and prizes to 
our Raffle – THANK YOU ALL for making our community fun day a great success. 
For those who have been asking about the organisation and funding of the Fun Day – this is how it 
works........ 
The event is planned and organised by the Community Events committee which is made up of reps 
from all the village clubs and groups.   Funds raised at our quarterly quizzes provide for essential 
costs like Insurance, First Aid cover, PA system; Monies taken on the day with the Raffle, Bucket 
Lottery and Donations from food and trade stands means we don’t charge entrance fee and we keep 
charges for the big activities low.  The village clubs organise free games and activities in exchange 
for having their own fund raising stalls, allowing them to showcase their organisation, which adds to 
the colour of the event.  The fun day is organised by the community for the community.  If you have 
some new ideas, contacts with local businesses or suppliers who can provide entertainment or 
activities, or you just want to get involved – contact Louise on 870443 or email: geared@tiscali.co.uk 

We’re now raising funds for our next Fun Day – please support our social events. 

ADVANCE NOTICE OF FUTURE COMMUNITY EVENTS 

FRIDAY NIGHT QUIZZES    £7 per person includes supper, teams of 4 

NOVEMBER 21st   JANUARY 30th   APRIL 17TH 

RACE NIGHT SATURDAY MARCH 21ST – Race Card £5 (incl. finger buffet) 

Next FUN DAY with a sports theme – SATURDAY 13TH JUNE 2015 

If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of 
Bedford Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:

Roads, footpaths, street lights and general highway problems including 
signage, report to the Highways Helpdesk
01234 718003 or email highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk

Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleansing, flytipping, 
waste collection and graffiti contact:
01234 718060 or e-mail callcentre@bedford.gov.uk

Dog Warden contact:
01234 718009 or e-mail ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please contact the Borough Council and they will advise 
you as to which department can help: - Tel 01234 267422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the specific 
services of the Borough Council and contact details:
www.bedford.gov.uk

If you see a faulty streetlight with a PC number please report it to the Parish 
Clerk.

For any faults or issues with the graveyard, village green, playing field, 
Jubilee Play area, allotments or areas of open space please contact the 
Parish Clerk.

If you are not sure who is responsible or if you need help or advice with 
reporting items please contact the Parish Clerk on Tel: 01234 870245 or at 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Reporting
faults
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