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A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated 
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance + Tree Felling
and Tree Care + Sectional Dismantling

+ Crown Reduction/Thinning + Dead Wood Removed
+ Hedges Reduced and Trimmed + Tree Planting
+ Fruit Tree Pruning + Member of the Royal
+ Fully insured and Skilled Arborist Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote

Telephone: 01234 828895 Mobile: 07949 368374
Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk www.treespecific.co.uk
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Home Farm, 
Bedford Road, Great Barford,

Beds, MK44 3JF
Opening Times: Tues - Thurs 8am - 5pm

Fri: 8am - 5.30pm - Sat: 8am - 2pm

Tel: 01234 870333
www.southallbutchers.co.uk

BEEF
LAMB
PORK

POULTRY

For a TRADITIONAL 
flavoured Christmas

fresh from the Farm and Ready for the Oven
Original and now Bronze Type Turkeys

available, also large Chickens
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GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council Office
College Farm
59 High Street
Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3JJ
(by appointment only)

       01234 870245 
       clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
       www.greatbarford.org.uk

OFFICE OPENING TIMES:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
09.15 am to 12.30 pm

(subject to change due to training, 
Council commitments and holiday)

an answerphone is available if calling 
outside of the office hours. 

James Rudgley       37 Brook Lane              01234 870003 

Noreen Byrne        14 Fishers Close            01234 871919 

Derrick Folbigg       25 Maltings Way          01234 870032 

Ann Lovesey        43 Green End Rd   01234 870693 

Di Ames        123 Chapel Field   01234 870251

Siobhan Vincent       33 Brook Lane         01234 870292 

Stuart Southall        Home Farm, Bedford Rd 01234 870333 

Graham Pendrey      44 Brook Lane   01234 870139 

Robin Smith        01234 870245

Chris Hutton        01234 870245 

Tim Wood        07703 569919

Submit Your P hoto!
The Bugle Committee is 
always looking for seasonal 
photographs from around the 
village to place on the cover 
of the Bugle. If you would 
like to submit a photograph, 
please contact the Clerk at:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Contributions for the next 
Issue of the Bugle should 
be sent to the Parish Clerk 
before 18th February 2016.

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS
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Christmas is almost on us, and I must thank on behalf of 
the Parish, the children of the Lower School for their hard 
work and involvement creating art work for this issue of the 
Bugle. In particular Lucy McGowan who’s masterpiece is on 
the front cover, very well done Lucy.

The Bugle in fact has undergone a revamp, and I thank 
those parishioners volunteering some of their time both 
on the committee for its production, and, importantly, the 
deliverers for getting it onto our doormats. 

On the 8th November the village Remembrance Day parade and service was 
well attended and a big thanks goes to all those attending for making it special, 
particularly our, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Brownies and Guides.

The Neighbourhood Plan committee are working towards a brochure and 
questionnaire, which should be out to you in the not too distant future. Of 
course those who attended the Borough’s recent road show, at the Village Hall, 
concerning housing plans in our area will also have seen how the future may 
evolve for the growth of the village. The two sites already with outline & planning 
permission should commence groundwork soon no doubt.

May I take this opportunity on behalf of all the Parish Councillors to wish you all a 
very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Jim Rudgley
Chair
Great Barford Parish Council

PARISH COUNCIL – CHAIR’S REPORT

P icture by Sienna in Owls
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GREAT BARFORD NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN

So, how many of you managed to get along to the Borough Council’s Local 
Plan 2032 Consultation at the Village Hall? I know when I arrived there about 
5:00pm, there had been around 70 visitors, so hopefully that number may have 
risen to around 90-100 by the end of the evening. Representatives from the 
Borough were there, taking shifts to answer your questions. I trust you were 
able to clarify why development is needed, and what the Borough is proposing 
for the next 15-20 years.

Prior to the event, I was getting the impression that some people thought it was 
your Parish Council that wanted these changes. Not so, our Neighbourhood 
Plan is running in parallel to this activity. The aim of a Neighbourhood Plan is 
to better define how you, as parishioners, would like to see the Parish of Great 
Barford develop in the future to better fulfil your needs and wishes.

As mentioned before, we are busy getting a questionnaire/survey together. 
Questions will cover the types of current housing you occupy, and what future 
requirements we may need in terms of style and location. We are also seeking 
information on business needs, village facilities, transport, infrastructure and 
leisure.

We are aiming to get this out and delivered for Christmas, so look out for it 
dropping through your letterbox sometime soon.

Best Regards
Graham

GREAT BARFORD COMMUNITY EVENTS

We have started the organising for our village Fun Day on Saturday 11 June 
when, like the rest of the country, we will be celebrating the Queen’s 90th 
birthday.  So the theme is a Right Royal Birthday Party. As usual, all the clubs 
and village associations will be getting involved, helping to put on fun activities, 
food and music, and doing some fund raising for their clubs as well. If your club 
wants to be there, or you and your friends and neighbours can offer general 
assistance with manning stalls and activities, or can put on some entertainment 
or play in a band, please get in touch with Louise on 870443 or email to 
geared@tiscali.co.uk



Conversion to 2 Tier Education System

From the 4th November to the 16th 
December Bedford Borough Council will 
be consulting on changes to the local 
education system.  

As it stands, the Borough is one of the 
few places in the country to have a 
predominantly 3 tier system.  The Council 
announced in July that it would resurrect the transition to 2 tier which was agreed 
several years ago, only not to go ahead after funding was no longer forthcoming.  
The Council has set aside £39m of existing funds to provide the necessary facilities.  
The implementation of the system would take place over a 2 year period from 
September 2017 – September 2019.

The Mayor’s Executive will consider the results of the consultation at its meeting on 
the 20th January along with proposed funding allocations for the necessary facilities.  
Residents can give their views on the consultation report at www.bedford.gov.uk 
under the ‘Council and Democracy’ and subsequently ‘Consultations’ sections.  

The document shows how each school fits in to the proposed school structures 
for each geographical area of the Borough.  It confirms the intention for both Great 
Barford Lower School and Alban Academy to extend their age ranges to become 
primary schools; the Lower School intends to take children within an age range of 3 
– 11 while Alban will take children aged 3 – 13.  The schools’ respective consultation 
documents can be seen on their websites at http://www.greatbarford.beds.sch.
uk/ and http://www.albanacademy.org/ 

Bedford Borough Council Budget

The Council is currently consulting on planned efficiencies totalling £689k for 
2016/17.  The proposals are the latest round of savings in response to anticipated 
funding reductions for local government; Borough Council officers have forecasted 
that the Council will need to make further savings totalling £14.7m in the years 2017/18 
– 2019/20.  At the time of writing the actual position is not known and details will not 
emerge until the Government’s Autumn Statement on the 25th November, which 
is likely to outline the Chancellor’s stated intention for local government finance 
reform.  It is probable that further proposals worth millions of pounds will have to be 
considered at the Executive’s meeting in December.

BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE
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BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE ...continued

The Council’s initial £689k savings plan contains a number of proposals including an 
end to speed limit reductions and average speed camera investment, while summer 
play schemes will also cease.  The proposals can be seen at www.bedford.gov.uk 
under the ‘Council and Democracy’ and then ‘Consultations’ sections.  Residents will 
have until the 14th December to give their views.

Local Plan 2032

The Borough Council is holding a consultation on its Local Plan 2032 which will set 
out plans for new employment, infrastructure and thousands of new homes in the 
urban and rural areas.  More details can be seen on the Council’s website under 
‘Environment and Planning’ and subsequently ‘Planning Policy’.  The consultation 
will end on the 14th December.  

Great Barford has been designated as a ‘Key Service Centre’; a group of villages 
earmarked for the most extensive house building with 400 – 500 new homes 
planned for the village over the Local Plan period.  It is important the village is in a 
position very soon to give clear guidance to the Borough planners to ensure that the 
needs of the village are fully considered when any decisions are made with regard 
to the Local Plan.

We would like to wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Cllr Stephen Moon    &     Cllr Sheryl Corp
01234 870061                    07734 888988

Picture by Liam in Woodpeckers P icture by Matthew L in Eagles
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Christmas is a busy time of year for everyone, 
including the criminal. We know, however, that a 
high percentage of crime is opportunistic, and can 
be prevented by taking some simple precautions. 

Don’t let the criminal enjoy Christmas at your 
expense. Bedfordshire Police are running an 
initiative to tackle burglaries ‘Op Fidelity’. Please 
report any suspicious activity on 101 and consider 
the following crime prevention tips…

Your car
- Don’t leave presents in full view on the back seat when out shopping. These can 
be tempting to thieves. Lock them away out of sight in the boot. 
- Always lock your car and make sure windows are closed, even if you’re away from 
your vehicle for just a few minutes. Use a steering lock if possible. 
- Never leave your keys in the ignition whilst your vehicle is unattended, even for a 
few minutes. Opportunistic thieves will often steal cars that have been left with the 
engine running to defrost the windows. 
- Don’t leave any valuables in the glove compartment. Take bank cards, mobile 
phones and satellite navigation systems with you. These items are on a car thieves’ 
shopping list. 
- Make sure you park in a well-lit area or in an attended car park. 

Your home
- Keep doors and windows locked at all times, even when you are in the house.
Keep presents out of sight. Large piles of gift wrapped goodies under the tree that 
are visible through a door or window are tempting to thieves. 
- Don’t leave empty boxes on display outside. Discarded packaging advertises all 
the new goods you have indoors. 
- Don’t leave car keys and handbags lying around on display. 
- Make it look like someone is at home when you’re going out for the evening.
- Leave lights on and close the curtains. If you have a burglar alarm, set it. 
- If you’re going on holiday over the festive period, ask a friend, relative or neighbour 
to keep an eye on your house. 

Your property
- Make sure all valuable property is marked. You can either postcode mark your 
property with an ultra violet pen, or use a forensic marking solution such as 
Smartwater. 

CHRISTMAS CRIME PREVENTION
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- Register bike frame numbers, mobile phone IMEI numbers and other identifying 
details on Immobilise.com, the free, national property registration scheme. 
- Don’t carry large amounts of cash on you when you go out. Be alert, and make sure 
your purse or wallet is secure and hidden from view. 
- Don’t keep your chequebook and card together. Keep your PIN confidential and 
don’t write it down. 
- Check that your home insurance adequately covers you for the value of goods in 
your home.
 
THINK! and the Association of Chief Police Officers are joining forces to warn 
about drink driving this Christmas.

THINK! and the Association of Chief Police Officers (ACPO) are joining forces to 
warn drivers that getting behind the wheel after a festive tipple could see them 
end up behind bars this Christmas. A hard-hitting television advert highlighting the 
consequences of drink driving will be shown throughout December as part of the 
Department for Transport’s THINK! Christmas drink drive campaign.

- Drivers should be in no doubt that if they get behind the wheel after drinking this 
Christmas, they risk losing their license as well as facing a fine and even a prison 
sentence.
- Christmas should be a time for a celebration not a night in the cells. 
- Our message is clear: Do not let a selfish decision ruin your life or someone else’s.
ACPO’s enforcement campaign targets well-intentioned drivers who do not think 
they are breaking the law but may be over the legal limit by the time they get into 
their cars in the morning. Police forces will be taking to roads across the country to 
stop and check drivers. Those found to be over the limit will face prosecution, which 
can lead to a jail sentence.

Paul Jones PCSO 4760
Local Policing Communities
Bedford Borough Rural
Riseley Police Station
37 High Street, Riseley
MK44 1DX
 
T: 01234 842864
F: 01234 842867
E: LPT.gtbarford&roxton@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk

CHRISTMAS CRIME PREVENTION  ...continued
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EASYCLEANCOATING

WALK IN
SHOWER PANEL
8MM GLASS
700MM

800MM

900MM

1000MM

1100MM

1200MM

£114.00

£119.00

£126.00

£134.00

£139.00

£146.00

QUADRANT ENCLOSURES
8MM GLASS

800MM

900MM

£199.00

£199.00

DOES NOT INCLUDE TRAY

EASYCLEANCOATING

WANT TO COLLECT?
The Old Forge
Church Street
Tempsford
Bedfordshire
SG19 2AW

£24.98

TOILET ROLL HOLDERS
High Quality, Chrome Plated Brass

EASYTO FIT

ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT &
ARE SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY

VAT NO. 925 986 668

FREE POSTAGE APPLIES
TO UK MAINLAND ONLY

MON-FRI / 9AM-5PM01767 640999

WWW.SERENEBATHROOMS.COM
CALL US ON 01767 640999

SALES& ENQUIRIES

DELIVERYWITH THIS

FREE
AD



WINTER 2015                                                                                     THE BARFORD Bugle     11

The Parish Council Remembrance Day Parade and Service

Organised religion and I parted company several decades ago, and apart from life’s 
big events (hatches, matches and dispatches), I rarely set foot in a place of worship. 
This year however I chose to attend the Remembrance Day service, organised by 
the parish Council, in Great Barford. Before the village got its own war memorial, 
members of groups such as Scouts and Brownies attended the marches and 
services in Bedford. It is always both touching and heartening to see young people 
being made aware of what Remembrance Sunday is about, and to hope that they 
will grow up understanding the realities of war. The weather was kind, giving a 
break in the rain whilst the outside service was conducted. This involved prayers, a 
contemplative silence, the laying of wreaths and a lone bugler. The haunting sound 
of the bugle ringing out in the grey afternoon was extremely moving. 

The service then continued inside the church, which was warm and inviting, with 
the light gradually fading behind the stained glass windows. The names of the 
fallen were read out; a sobering and humbling list to hear. The vicar interacted with 
the children and young people beautifully, and the sermon was both engaging 
and informative. It takes a clever person to involve both young people and adults, 
but Margaret Marshall did just that, stressing the importance of trying to achieve 
peace in the world. Remembrance Sunday has immense personal significance for 
many people for a multitude of reasons, and attending a service is just one way to 
commemorate the day. As a relative stranger to church services, I found this one 
to be an uplifting event. I would recommend it to anyone who wishes to enjoy the 
shared experience of remembering the sacrifices made by those who gave their 
lives so we can have the freedom to choose how we spend ours.
 

A BIRD’S EYE VIEW
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After going to Parish Council meetings in 
recent months and reading the Autumn 
Bugle, I started thinking about the history 
of Housing Estate development in Great 
Barford. The main surge of housing estates 
in the village occurred in the 60’s and 
70’s, firstly, Maltings then Willoughby, then 
Chapelfield and finally Pyms. Three of 
these were basically field developments,  
but Willoughby was a farm site with a 
main farmhouse and other farm buildings, 
including milking sheds (these were situated 
along the High Street opposite where the 
Post Office now is). One of the herds of 

cattle were in the fields in Green End Road, where the Playing Field, the Village Hall 
and Fishers Close now are. Twice a day the cattle were herded down Green End, 
across the main road to be milked! Sadly this all changed in 1963, there was a dreadful 
Foot and Mouth epidemic and Mr. Brown’s herds were affected, as were many others 
in the area. Mr. Brown’s daughter, Eleanor, has told me, how much this loss affected, 
him and that he decided not to have livestock again. I remember vividly this time, as 
my family were living in, what i called, “Workhouse Row”, there was six terraced house 
there, at one time I remember there were 3 families of  Minneys, who were closely 
related, and 3 of Normans, who were not related at all! “Workhouse Row” was situated 
about where the Village Hall now is. When it was decided that the herd had to be 
destroyed, they were taken across the bridge into the field that stretches from the 
other side of the brook to the Village Hall to Roxton Road, a pit had been dug about 
halfway across, they were herded into it, then shot, quick lime was put on the remains 
and the pit filled in. All of us in the “row” watched from our gardens. As a thirteen year 
old it made a great impression on me. that I’ve never forgotten, especially that there 
was a very young bull calf in the herd that went as well!

Why I thought of this when considering the possibilities of further Housing 
Developments, is that that field, I would think, would be a prime site. Is there any 
indication in the records where the pit was? Does the present owner have any 
knowledge of it? What would happen if, on starting development, bones etc were 
found (it maybe that there would be no evidence to be found)? There must be other 
sites where these disposals happened, I believe there is one in one of the fields on 
the other (Blunham) side of the river.

As an aside, part of what is now the playing field was fenced off for use of the football 
club, it ran along the brook in the Green End Road, the oak tree at the entrance of 
Fishers Close was where the halfway line was. The field also had a number of large 
and majestic Elm trees, these were lost of course when Dutch Elm Disease hit. Also 
the cricket pitch, until the late 50’s, was in the field on the opposite side of Green End 
Road, where the bungalows now are.

Graham Norman

THE OLD BARFORDIANS



FREE CONFIDENTIAL HELP FROM YOUR VILLAGE AGENT     

Did you know that the village of Great Barford has a dedicated Village Agent, 
Teresa Moon,  who is here to help you? Her services are free of charge, and she 
will phone or visit you at home. She is here to help you access the services and 
support you might need. 

Calling all over 60s! Are you eligible to claim a £140 discount off your electricity 
bill? The Warm Home Discount Scheme is running again through winter 2015-2016. 
If you get the Guarantee Credit element of Pension Credit, you will automatically 
qualify. However, many electricity suppliers offer the discount to pensioners on a 
low annual household income, approx £16,190. You will have to apply directly to 
your electricity supplier to claim. Call us to find out if your supplier is part of the 
scheme and for help applying. 

Winter Fuel Payment – if you were born before 5th January 1953, then you are 
entitled to get your Winter Fuel Payment of between £100 and £300. Many men are 
missing out on this payment, as they are yet to reach state pensionable age, but are 
over 62. Call us to find out if you qualify.

Transport - We are currently working with the 
“Wheels in Motion” project to provide accessible 
transport in rural areas. If you need help with 
transport, or would like to volunteer as a driver, 
please give us a call. 

Free Security Timers for the over 60s – Don’t come home to a dark house! These 
timers can be used to bring on a light at a set time and help give the impression 
an empty home is occupied. This can help give you peace of mind when you are 
on holiday or in hospital. They have been kindly donated by Bedfordshire Police 
Partnership Trust. 

We can also help you complete Blue Badge, Council Tax Reduction, Housing 
Benefit and Attendance Allowance forms.

Please call your Village Agent on Freephone 0800 039 1234
This is an answerphone service, so please leave your name address
& telephone number, & we aim to call you back within 48 hours
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P icture by Stanley in Eagles P icture by Tilly in Owls

at Great Barford village hall Every  Tuesday  9:30-11:15  (term time only)

£2.50  for  1  child  &  1  adult
£1  per  child  or  adult  thereafter
Price includes tea or coffee for adults & snack for child

Come along to our friendly group, all welcome, for play, chat, make new friends.

Messy  play  1st  Tuesday  of  every  month 
Weekly craft activities as well as plenty of toys, books, puzzles,role play toys, 
drawing & colouring for all ages 0-5. End of session sing-a-long.

Contact  Elisa  or  Laura  for  more  details  07956 246 942/07771  511 250

TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
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It’s another busy term at Great Barford Lower School and now the Christmas preparations 
are well underway. All of our children enjoyed designing entries for the Bugle front cover 
competition. Well done to Lucy in the Kingfishers class for her stunning winning entry. 
Thank you to Councillor Byrne for judging the entries for us. 

The children and staff are busy preparing for our two Christmas productions that will be 
held during the last two weeks of term. Robins and Owls will perform a traditional Nativity 
featuring some well loved Christmas carols and songs. The Kingfisher, Woodpecker and 
Eagle classes will present “Tea Towels and Tinsel ”; a story full of humour and great 
songs.

The Owl and Puffin classes will be presenting our first Carol Concert at All Saints 
Church, Great Barford at 6pm on Monday 14th December. Please come and join us if 
you can.

We are also looking forward to our Christmas dinner, Christmas parties and right at the 
end of term, a visit from a touring theatre company who will perform “Cinderella” for us.

Friends of Great Barford Lower School are holding a Christmas Fayre in the school hall 
on Saturday 21st November, 12-2pm. There are some lovely stalls that will appeal to all 
ages and lots of things for the children to make and do. We would love to see you there 
so please come along if you can.

We continue our values curriculum at Great Barford Lower School and on a Friday we 
celebrate our successes in our Celebration assembly. Last half terms value champions 
were all presented with golden tickets inviting them and a special adult to attend ‘Mrs 
Evans’s tea party’. A great time and a lot of cake was had by all.

We have also been celebrating our sporting successes. Our Eagles football team made it 
through to the final of the interschool’s football tournament held at Sandy Upper School. 
Well done also to Olivia Vaughan for her winning entry in a local schools T Shirt design 
competition. The design will feature on the official T shirt for the Bedfordshire and Luton 
Winter Schools Games.

All of the children have worked extremely hard this term and tremendous progress has 
been made in all areas. These successes were shared with parents through our parent 
consultations in November and our weekly Wednesday afternoon drop in sessions. 

Finally, we would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from 
everyone at Great Barford Lower School

Sarah Evans 
Headteacher, Great Barford Lower School                                                                                                                

GREAT BARFORD LOWER SCHOOL    
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I have good news to report!  My previous article in the Bugle attracted four new 
recruits and a gentleman returning to bell ringing after a break of thirty years.  
Practice nights began in April and continue to be held on Tuesdays in the Church 
tower from 7.30 to 9pm, when we teach learners how to handle a bell, and practise 
change-ringing with the more experienced ringers.  Our learners have made good 
progress, and can now ring in rounds with the rest of the band.  Bell ringing is thirsty 
work, so after practice we make our way to the Anchor inn next door for some 
refreshment and social time.

This year, for the first time for many years, and with the help of visiting ringers, we 
rang all five bells half- muffled on Remembrance Sunday, following the afternoon 
service at All Saints’. Many people commented how nice it was to hear the bells 
rung on this important occasion.  Ringing half-muffled, a sound which produces an 
“echo” effect, is traditionally done in memory of the departed. Our new bell muffles 
were ordered in September from ‘Big Wilf Muffles’, and arrived just in time for one 
practice session before the occasion.  Leather muffles are individually made to 
precise measurements taken from each bell clapper.  Each muffle is firmly fixed to 
one side of the bell clapper using strong ‘Velcro’, so that when the bell is rung, the 
normal sound is produced on the hand stroke and a dull sound produced on the 
back stroke.  They come in a unique cloth bag with, in our case, an embroidered 
picture of our Church Tower on it - as seen in the photograph above. Big Wilf tells 
me that he has supplied over 700 church towers with muffles.

This year, in addition to ringing for Christmas services, it is hoped that the Band will 
assemble on New Year’s Eve to Ring out the Old Year and Ring in the New Year. 
As is the custom in bell towers throughout the country, we shall ring all five bells 
for twenty minutes before midnight , gradually dropping down to four, then three, 
then two , then one bell by midnight. Silence is maintained for thirty seconds, then 
to celebrate the start of the New Year, synchronised with Big Ben of course, about 
ten minutes ringing follows. Why not step outside as the World counts down the last 
seconds of 2015 and perhaps you will hear our new band of ringers in action?  If you 
would like to join us, we are hoping to begin training a second group of learners 
in the near future.  It is open to anyone aged 16 years and above, who would like 
to give it a try.  Bell ringing is not easy, but once you have mastered the skill, it can 
be an enjoyable and fascinating hobby.  Do come down and visit us one Tuesday 
evening, to find out more. You would be very welcome! 
  
Chris Branch 
(Tower Captain) 01234 870 982 / 07733 004 173

NEWS FROM ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH BELL TOWER
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The embroidered design of the 
nag for our muffles
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P icture by Harriet in Wrens P icture by Neve in Kingfishers

P icture by Freddie in Robins P icture by Piper in Wrens
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P icture by Alesha H in Robins P icture by Annabelle in Owls

P icture by Callum in Kingfishers P icture by Daniel in Puffins
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THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

In October a coachload of “Strictly” fans enjoyed a day out at Woburn Abbey to see 
some of the gorgeous dresses worn by the dancers on the programme. The bright 
colours of the sparkling costumes compensated for the awful weather!

Our monthly meetings have been well attended and the speakers have covered a 
good range of subjects . Trevor Gunton showed slides of the wildlife at Paxton Pits 
and Bob Harding -Jones regaled us with amusing stories of village life. In November, 
Sheila Phillips spoke about the work done by the charity Canine Partners. Her 
beautiful golden retriever, Chester, demonstrated the amazing ways in which the 
dogs help disabled people

The meetings take place at Great Barford Bowls Club at 7.30pm 
on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
New members and visitors are always welcome. 
For more information contact Wendy Cox on 01234 870516.

Volunteers Needed! 

We are currently recruiting volunteer drivers for our Wheels in Motion community car 
scheme. This is a great opportunity for local people to make a real difference in their 
communities. There is no minimum time commitment required for this opportunity and 
volunteer drivers are needed 7 days a week.  

Wheels in Motion is a Big Lottery funded community transport project, launched in 
November 2013. The Wheels in Motion project aims to provide transport for older and 
disabled people living in villages in Bedford Borough, to allow them better access to 
services and activities. If you want to meet new people and enjoy driving, then why not 
give us a call on 01234 345558.

Further information:
· Applicants will be required to undertake a DBS (CRB) check and to provide MOT/ 
insurance information and documentation
· Volunteers will be paid 45p per mile in expenses for journeys undertaken
· Driver training (MiDAS and PAT) will be provided free of charge (the cost is normally £150)
· An induction will be given with experienced drivers
· Drivers must be over 21 and have held a licence for more than 2 years

Contact Amy Baker, Community Transport Project Officer
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity
Tel 01234 345558 or email amyb@bedsrcc.org.uk
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A visit to Frosts at Willington Garden and Home will inspire and 
give you an abundance of wonderful ideas for your garden, whether 
you are an enthusiastic novice or an experienced gardener this is the 

perfect place for you. You will enjoy outstanding service from our 
knowledgeable team and a unique shopping experience.

Whilst gardening is our fi rst love we also have beautiful giftware, 
leisure and clothing departments. Our exceptional new Garden 

Room Restaurant serves fresh, home cooked food daily and is the 
perfect place to relax and unwind.

Frosts at Willington Garden Centre
Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford, 
MK44 3QP,  Tel: 01234 838777

www.frostsgroup.com

Inspiring 
Gardeners
since 1973...

Inspiring 
Frosts at Willington 
Garden and Home 
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Now that we are in the closed 
season for bowls, all play has 
come to an end.   I advised in the 
September report that we would 
be finishing the season with a 
Club Finals Weekend.  This took 
place, thankfully the weather was 
kind and all the matches were 
completed. 

During October we held our Annual Presentation Dinner in the pavilion when members 
plus friends enjoyed a very enjoyable meal.   This is the occasion when all the trophies 
for the various competitions are presented. Trophies are held by the recipient members 
for a year in the hope, of course, that they may win them next year.   The club this year 
introduced two new awards; these will be maintained for future years.   As reported 
earlier the club has grown and we have had some new members and some new to 
bowls. The first award was for the most improved player of the year.   The second award 
was for the member who had given so much time and effort in support of the club. 

Just to confirm there will not be any play during the closed season, however, this break 
does give time to have work carried out at the premises and to maintain the green.   Our 
Friday night club will recommence April 2016. The Petanque section of the club will 
continue to meet during the closed season, subject to weather conditions.

As mentioned in my previous report, the club was fortunate to host two important 
games during 2015, A Bowls Bedford Ladies County Game, in May and a match with 
the Executive of Bowls Bedford in June. Both events were very successful. The club has 
offered to host similar matches during 2016; dates have not yet been confirmed.

Our Autumn Annual Coffee Morning was held on 31 October.  It was well supported with 
many local residents attending.   We had the usual stalls available, cakes, nearly new, 
gifts, etc.  It was very pleasing to welcome again local friends.  The next coffee morning 
will be held in the Spring.

The club has introduced a Bingo evening, held monthly, which seems to be going well. 
Dates and details will be shown on the Club’s website. Contact details for Bingo are 
Beryl Seymour 01757 448526.  Sadly the whist evenings are being rested for the time 
being.

The club pavilion is very suitable and comfortable for meetings, with the usual facilities 
and now available for hire. Our Lettings Officer is Jennie Royston, who can be reached 

GREAT BARFORD BOWLS CLUB
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GREAT BARFORD BOWLS CLUB 

on 01767 640311 or 07703 650616, the letting fees are very reasonable.  

Don’t forget to keep in touch with the club’s website: www.gtreatbarfordbowlsclub.org.uk 
and Face book page.

Throughout the year the Bowls committee meet once a month to monitor the smooth 
Workings of the club.  At this time of year the club holds its Annual General Meeting.  
This year it will take place on Friday 20 November.  During the course of events, a 
new committee will be voted upon, for 2016. In addition of course the usual reports will 
be given for various sectors of the club, which will include a financial report and other 
statutory items. 

The committee and members wish to send their best wishes to Great Barford residents 
and surrounding areas for a Very Happy Christmas and New Year, in addition they wish 
to send their thanks for the support during 2015.

Eileen Carter, Hon. Secretary 
Tel 01234 838539

I am pleased to report that the Club did finish 
third in the league for last season.  We held a 
presentation evening recently at the Village Hall 
which was well attended.

The Club is now playing in the Bedford Indoor 
League on Sunday mornings and are enjoying 
playing this form of Cricket.

We are holding our A G M shortly and will give the details in the next edition of the 
Bugle.

 If you require any further information please contact me on 01933 622261

Diana Wignell
Secretary

GREAT BARFORD AND MOWSBURY CRICKET CLUB
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GREAT BARFORD PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION

DO YOU THINK THE VILLAGE NEEDS 
MORE SPORTS FACILITIES?

Are you interested in helping the village explore 
options and funding for a Multi-Use Games Area 
(Tennis, 5-a-side Football, Netball/Basketball)?

Do you have a little spare time 
and enthusiasm?

Yes?

Then Great Barford Playing Field 
Association needs you!!!

If you’d like to find out more, then please come along to meet us 

at the Village Hall on 
Friday 15th January at 7.30pm. 

Or contact, Stuart Southall on 01234 871589 or 07808 490492



WINTER 2015                                                                                     THE BARFORD Bugle     25

CHRISTMAS  WORD SEARCH

ANGEL BETHLEHEM CANDLES CAROLS CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 

ELVES FAITH FAMILY FESTIVE FRANKINCENSE FRIENDS

GOODWILL HOLLY HOLY JESUS KINGS LIST MANGER 

MISTLETOE NATIVITY NOEL PEACE REINDEER RUDOLPH 

SANTA STOCKING TINSEL TREE TURKEY YULETIDE

Christmas 
E A Q A E L B G U I Q V U H D E M S S L 
H D T V M Q T E X O T Q T N S T I R A I 
G E I R T E E R T G G E W N G R S E N S 
U X Y T H I Y M A H J C E O K Q T K T T 
C F T O E E N R L C L C R I I R L C A B 
H A L Y K L E S S D N E I R F O E A I S 
T Y N R L E U T E I E T H N T W T R P L 
I C U D D I W Y K L I G A E K L O C L O 
A T P N L M M N A R M T M E M D E P A R 
F P I M Z E A A U B I G O O D W I L L A 
T E E W E R S D F V Y I Y T J E S U S C 
R Q X A F Y O M I U C G I P Y B K F Y V 
D E B L C L L T N K M C B N H I R E Y J 
D A H K P E Y L C G R I H W N I C S G M 
G C D H O Y N O O M M A N G E R Z T G G 
C H R I S T M A S H L L S Z A R K I P H 
G N I K C O T S X E Y O E V G G W V L Y 
Y R P B D T U T G I Z O E O H K L E F K 
P J C Y Q S A N L P S R W L N B F X Y Z 
S E V L E G A M A J N T F F G A I J F B 

 
ANGEL BETHLEHEM CANDLES CAROLS 
CHRISTMAS CRACKERS ELVES FAITH FAMILY 
FESTIVE FRANKINCENSE FRIENDS 
GOODWILL HOLLY HOLY 
JESUS KINGS LIST MANGER MISTLETOE 
NATIVITY NOEL PEACE REINDEER 
RUDOLPH SANTA STOCKING TINSEL TREE 
TURKEY YULETIDE 
 



Q-Tech Q-T3
3-Stage Turbine Kit £299

Supplied with Gun & Hose

Available in 110V & 240V
Outstanding Professional Finish

110v & 240v
Available in

Graco TrueCoat 2

Ideal For
Professional
& Home Use

Airless Handheld

plug & spraybestseller

£379

Not Supplied with 110v Transformer
110v Only

SiteMate SM700
Home DIY Sprayer £48

Ideal For
Around the Home
& Garden Projects

sprays emulsion!

240v Only

Zarges Foldable Hop-ups
Lightweight, sturdy & professional 0.5m hop-ups from Zarges

0.5 Metre Working Height
Easy Foldable Design
Trade Specification

While stocks last

NOW ONLY £28

limited time offer

SPECIAL
OFFER

Low Volume Low Pressure - Can be used with small compressors
LVLP Spray Gun Kit

NOW £64

Includes
Pro LVLP Spray Gun

Spraygun Stand
1.3mm & 1.8mm Nozzles

Air Regulator
Pack of 10 Filters

unbeatabl
e

price

OX Pro Hand Sander
Quick Change Sandpaper Design

ONLY£11.90

PaintSprayTools
The Old Forge, Church Street
Tempsford, Bedford
SG19 2AW - 01767 640888

Find Us At

ALL PRICES ARE EXCLUDING VAT

Paint Spraying Equipment Accessories Ladders & Hop-upsPower Tools

01767 640888
www.paintspraytools.co.uk

SALES & SUPPORT
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NIGHTS
at the Village Hall in Fishers Close
Bar open from 7pm.  Quiz starts 7.30pm

Teams of up to 4, but if you’re on your own or a twosome,
please come and we’ll find you a team.

£7 per person  (includes supper)

Friday 22nd January            Friday 22nd April
These events are organised by the Community Events Committee

raising funds for the next Fun Day 11th June 2016

To register
your Team, 
call Louise 
on 870443
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Cooking Time 
Prep: 15 mins 

Cook: 1 hr        
Servings: Cuts into 12 slices
 
This cake has all the 
flavours of Christmas, but 
won’t take ages to make - 
you can decorate it any way 
you like. Ideal for a wedding 
cake too

• 200g butter, softened plus extra for greasing
• 200g dark muscovado sugar
• 3 eggs, beaten
• 1 tbsp black treacle
• 200g self-raising flour
• 2 tsp mixed spice
• 1 tsp baking powder
• 2 eating apples, grated (approx 100g each)
• 300g mixed sultanas and raisins

Easy Apple Fruit Cake

Method
1. Heat oven to 180C/fan 160C/gas 4. Butter and line the bottom of a deep, 
round 20cm cake tin with greaseproof paper. Beat the first seven ingredients 
together in a large bowl (electric hand- beaters are best for this), until pale and thick. 
Using a large metal spoon, gently fold in the fruit until evenly combined.
2. Spoon the batter into the tin and bake for 50 mins-1 hr or until the cake 
is dark golden, springy to the touch and has shrunk away from the tin slightly. A 
skewer inserted into the centre will come out clean when it’s ready. Cool completely 
before decorating. Will keep, wrapped in an airtight container or iced, for up to a 
week, or can be frozen un-iced for up to a month – defrost fully before decorating
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Great Barford

Village Hall
Fishers Close, Green End Road

www.greatbarfordvh.org

Weddings   Anniversaries   Celebrations Stage & Dancing     
Licensed Bar   Large Kitchen   Showers & Changing Rooms    

Seating For 160  Car Parking For 56 Cars   Ideal Conference Centre    
Carpet Bowls   Badminton Court   Reasonable Rates 

The Bar Committee of the Village Halll are looking for help with the 
running of the Bar at functions held at the Hall. This is an “as and when” position, experience would be 

helpful but not essential as training would be given.
If you are interested please contact Diana Wignell on 01933 622261 with your details.

For  details  contact  Louise  Geary  Tel. 01234  870 443

Julie’s Zumba classes are restarting at the village hall 

 12thJanuary 2016!! 
Tuesdays: 6.30-7.15p.m. 

£5 per class 

 Do you want to lose weight, stay fit and healthy or just have fun in 
a really friendly class? 

 
 
 
 

Just come along, no need to book 

If you need more information 
Please contact 

Julie on 07944992746 or julicats@hotmail.com 

Zumba can help you to tone up and to lose up to 600       
calories an hour! 

 
 

Julie’s Zumba classes are restarting at the village hall

12th January 2016!!

Tuesdays: 6.30 - 7.15p.m      £5 per class

Do you want to lose weight, stay fit and healthy or just have fun in a really friendly class?

Just come along, no need to book
If you need more information 

Please contact Julie on 07944992746 or julicats@hotmail.com

Zumba can help you to tone up and to lose up to 600 calories an hour!



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

All Saints’ Church, Great Barford 
24th December 4.00p.m. 
Crib and Carol Service 

followed by mulled wine and mince pies

24th December 11.00 p.m. 
Midnight Mass

  

Methodist Chapel, Great Barford
20th December 6.00p.m. 
Carol Service

 

Village Hall, Great Barford
New Years Eve family disco, 8 ‘til late, 
see page 31 for more details

design and print by 
www.bespokemedia.org
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New Year’s Eve Party
Great Barford Wollstein partnership will be following on from the 
success of last year’s New Year’s Eve party so you need look no 
further than Great Barford Village Hall for a great way to see in 

the New Year for all the family. The celebration at the village hall 
is and always will be a family event with all ages attending. 

We hope to sell tickets at the Great Barford Post Office they will 
also be available from Val on 01234 871040 

& John Vincent 01234 870171
 

Family ticket £25
2 adults and 2 children under 16 years 

Adult ticket £10                  Child ticket £5  
                                                               up to 16 years

 
If you would like to get in touch regarding the above event or re 

the twinning in general please contact either 
Sally Lawman (870985 - sally@paullawman.free-online.co.uk) 

or John Vincent (870171) 

The next Partnership weekend will be the held over the second 
May Bank Holiday weekend and it is our turn to host.



Podiatrist / Chiropodist
Need help with foot care?
Range of treatments available in your own home:

• nails, corns and callus
• fungal skin and nail infections
• diabetic foot care
• biomechanical assessment and orthotics

Sally Goudge BSc (Hons) MChS

01234 740672  or 07814 824542
sally.podiatry@gmail.com

NICK CRAMPTON
BUI LD I N G   &   M AI N TE N A N CE

KI TCH E N S    BED RO OM S    B ATH RO OM S
F o r  a l l  y o u r  b u i l d i n g  n e e d s

T e l .  0 7 9 0 9  9 5 0 0 4 9
E m a i l . n i c k . c r a m p t o n @ h o t m a i l . c o . u k

LEE MOORE & SONS
ROOFING SERVICES

All Types of Roofing and General Maintenance

Tel. 01234 871993
Mob. 07759 472 499

14 Brook Lane
Gt Barford

Beds
MK44 3LU

K.E. JONES
PLUMBING & HEATING

TEL. 01234  870869

CORGI Registered

3 10 year insurance backed guarantee
3 A rated glass
3 No salesman
3 Local, reliable company
3 Competitive prices

T:  01767 765440
E:  sales@i-glaze.co.uk
W: www.i-glaze.co.uk

CALLUSTODAY!

Windows | Doors | Conservatories 
replacement glass | repairs | and more

5 Huntsfield, Great Barford, Bedford  MK44 3HJ
Open Monday - Saturday
Special Rates for Senior Citizens Tuesday - Thursday. Appointment Only.

Tel. 01234 871025
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P icture by Harri in Puffins P icture by Ivy in Woodpeckers

P icture by Maria in Eagles P icture by Sofia in Woodpeckers
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        THE SURGERY
        16 Silver Street
        Great Barford
        MK44 3HX

       01234 870 325 

       0845 8500734 Out of Hours

LOCAL GP’S SURGERY & WALK-IN CENTRES

        PUTNOE 
       MEDICAL CENTRE
       93 Queens Drive
       Putnoe
       Bedford
       MK41 9LE

       01234 319992

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday   
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

Telephone Monday to Friday  
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30

OPENING HOURS: 
The Walk-In Centre is open 
from 08:00 - 18:30 

7 days a week 
365 days a year

NON REGISTERED PATIENTS 
OPENING HOURS
(outside these hours, patients are advised 

to contact their own registered GP) 

Monday to Friday 
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00

Saturday & Sunday 
09:00 - 16:00

       ST NEOTS 
       HEALTH CENTRE
       24 Moores Walk
       St Neots
       PE19 1AG

       01480 219 317 
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REPORTING FAULTS

If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of 
Bedford Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:

Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including 
signage, report to the Highways Helpdesk:

01234 718003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk

Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning, 
flytipping, waste collection and graffiti contact:

01234 718060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk

Dog Warden contact:

01234 718009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please 
contact the Borough Council and 
they will advise you as to which 
department can help.
01234 267422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the 
specific services of the Borough Council and contact details:

www.bedford.gov.uk

If you see a faulty streetlight with a 
PC number please report it to the 

Parish Clerk. 

For any faults or issues with the 
graveyard, village green, playing field, 
jubilee play area, allotments or areas 

of open space please contact the 
Parish Clerk.

If you are not sure who is responsible 
or if you need help or advice with 
reporting items please contact the 

Parish Clerk on: 

01234 870245 or 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk



Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk   
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call  us now  for a free,  no obligation quotation!

To advertise in the Barford Bugle 
please contact the Parish Clerk at 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Prices for advertising in the 
Barford Bugle for four 

consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00


