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A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance
+
+
+
+

and Tree Care
Crown Reduction/Thinning
Hedges Reduced and Trimmed
Fruit Tree Pruning
Fully insured and Skilled Arborist

+
+
+
+
+

Tree Felling
Sectional Dismantling
Dead Wood Removed
Tree Planting
Member of the Royal
Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote
Telephone: 01234 828895

Mobile: 07949 368374

Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk

www.treespecific.co.uk

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council Office
College Farm
59 High Street
Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3JJ
(by appointment only)
01234 870245
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
www.greatbarford.org.uk

OFFICE OPENING TIMES:

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
09.15 am to 12.30 pm
(subject to change due to training,
Council commitments and holiday)
an answerphone is available if calling
outside of the office hours. ￼

Submit Your P hoto!
The Bugle Committee is
always looking for seasonal
photographs from around the
village to place on the cover of
the Bugle. If you would like to
submit a photograph, please
contact the Clerk at:
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Contributions for the next
Issue of the Bugle should
be sent to the Parish Clerk
before 26th June 2016.

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS
James Rudgley

37 Brook Lane

		

01234 870003

14 Fishers Close

		

01234 871919

Derrick Folbigg

25 Maltings Way

		

01234 870032

Ann Lovesey		

43 Green End Rd

01234 870693

Di Ames		

123 Chapel Field 		

01234 870251

Siobhan Vincent

33 Brook Lane

01234 870292

Noreen Byrne

Stuart Southall
Graham Pendrey

		

		

		

Home Farm, Bedford Rd

01234 870333

44 Brook Lane 		

01234 870139

Robin Smith 							01234 870245
Chris Hutton 							01234 870245
Tim Wood 							07703 569919
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CHAIR’S REPORT
As every year, spring has arrived and plants and hedgerows awaken,
days get longer and bird song cheers us all up. Picnic benches have
been installed in the Jubilee play area, and the Hurricane Swing is up
and working on the playing field, and that will get a top up of fresh
wood chippings very soon around the base.
Average speed cameras were at last set up in the village and
switched on by Borough Council Highways Department. They have
been doing the job of helping slow down through traffic and catch
those motorists that don’t. We had hoped that through Parish Council
lobbying that the 4 main roads in the village were also to be covered
by these cameras, but as ever when it came to it the Borough Council
pleaded lack of funds.
We have, however, discussed at length how we can improve on the continuing speeding, and
perceived speeding problems. Councillors have voted to request that the Bedford Borough
Council Highways Department change the High Street, Silver Street, and Green End Road to a
restricted to 20mph speed limit and that it be more regularly enforced. We are also awaiting a
suggested scheme from them to improve the safety of the Addingtons Road/High Street junction.
Highways, as you would obviously have noticed, repaired several road areas in the village. They
should also be attending to the High Street road repairs or resurfacing in this coming year’s budget.
The Bedford Road housing development building work is to start very soon as final paperwork has
been signed. The Roxton Road housing site original application appears to have been agreed and
is now to go through final paperwork stages.
The Roxton Road site should include a number of Rural Exception Dwellings, allocated for the
occupancy of Great Barford residents only. These dwellings were agreed by the Parish Council,
some time ago, as part of the planning application discussions. We are very aware that as so much
time passed since the survey for such needs took place, we need to review the situation again to
look at the possibility of a further site for Rural Exception Dwellings
The Neighbour Plan Committee is getting towards publishing the final stages of a draft report
destined for Bedford Borough Council. Certainly the news, we all are no doubt aware of, that a
further 500 dwellings are designated to be built in Great Barford, and together with a possible
further Rural Exception dwellings site all these will need to be carefully looked at. Please support
the Committee in any way you can, as it is the future of your village that is at stake.
Inconsiderate and anti-social vehicle parking in and around the village is now widely discussed
at Full Council and Committee meetings. Please continue to complain about parking problems
to Bedford Borough Council by calling the main number 01234 267422, select option two for
‘Highways and Parking’, and then option three to report dangerous, inconsiderate or unlawful
parking across Bedford Borough. The Parish Council Clerk can also be informed at clerk@
greatbarford.org.uk.
Please park legally on any roadway unmarked with yellow lines. NOT on pavements, grass verges
or road corners. Grass verges belong to someone, and charges may be levied for repairs to them,
as well as pavements.
Jim Rudgley
Chair
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WHAT IS THE PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council in Great Barford is made up of 11 elected Councillors. The Councillors are all
village residents, some have lived here for over 40 years, others for just a few years. Councillors
are not paid, it is a voluntary role. The Full Council of 11 Councillors meets on the 03rd Tuesday
evening of each month at the village hall. The Parish Council also has a number of Committees
which meet on the 1st Tuesday of each month, as needed. The Committees are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parks and Open Spaces
Highways
Graveyard
Allotments
Planning
Finance
Employment
Property and assets
Website
Neighbourhood Plan
Parish magazine

Agendas for all meetings are published on the Parish Council website and on the village
noticeboards on the village green, opposite the village shop and on the playing field. Minutes
from all meetings can be found on the Parish Council website.
Members of the public are always welcome to attend any of the Parish Council meetings. There
is an open section at the Full Council meeting to allow members of the public to raise any issues
or ask questions of the Parish Council. Committees will always facilitate a time for people to ask
questions as well.
More information on who your Councillors are, what Committees they are on and how to contact
them can be found on the Parish Council www.greatbarford.org.uk
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BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE - MARCH 17
Bedford Borough Council Budget 2017/18
At a meeting on the 1st February councillors agreed the Borough Council’s
budget for 2017/18. A 4.75% increase in Council Tax has been approved in
response to the Council’s challenging financial position, caused to a large
extent by significant increases in demand for social care and constrained
resources.
The budget agreed around £10m of service efficiencies in the next 3 years,
including £3.7m of savings for 2017/18. There will, therefore, be an array of
service changes, some of which have been subject to public consultation.
These include the end of the school transport subsidy for Post 16 pupils, the
cessation of the Out of House Noise Service responding to summer noise
complaints and the closure of the Travel and Tourism Centre in the Bus Station.
In addition to departmental savings, PricewaterhouseCoopers (PWC) has
been commissioned to undertake a comprehensive review of the Council; the
‘Bedford Borough 2020’ project. This work has been ongoing for a number of
months, with the findings being compiled within a report to be considered by
the Mayor’s Executive at its meeting on the 22nd February. PWC is of the view
that its recommendations will save £10.3m a year by the end of the decade.
The Council’s Capital Investment Programme sets out its plans for ‘one-off’
spending, usually on the maintenance of assets to improve their condition in
the long term and new building projects. The budget confirmed the value of
the Capital Investment Programme at £167m to 2020. This includes £55.6m to
convert school sites to accommodate the move to a 2 tier education system.
GCSE Results
Bedford Borough’s schools have been ranked first in the east of England
following the verification of 2016’s GCSE results and a new measurement of
performance.
The Government has decided to abandon the key standard of the percentage
of pupils in each school attaining 5 A* - C grades including English and maths.
Instead, ‘Progress 8’ has been introduced which measures each child’s progress
from their Key Stage 2 results (Year 6 / age 11) to their GCSE performance (Year
11 / age 16). School performance is, therefore, judged on whether pupils are
06
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BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE - MARCH 17
attaining or exceeding their forecasted GCSE results.
Under this new system, the Borough is also ranked 1st out of 11 statistical
neighbours (areas deemed to have similar characteristics) and 25th of 152
local authorities nationwide. Sandy Upper School, which serves the village,
performed above the national average.
‘Mindful Sport’
Mindful Sport is an initiative sponsored by the Council, NHS and mental health
charity MIND amongst others. It provides sports classes designed to improve
attendees’ wellbeing through social engagement and being active, as well as
giving them the opportunity to discuss issues such as anxiety disorders, eating
disorders, panic attacks and stress, should they wish to do so.
The scheme began in 2016 with yoga but now also includes swimming, table
tennis and walking. Each session costs £2.
For more information see www.bedford.gov.uk/justturnup
or contact Steve Savva (Project Manager) via 01234 718836
or steve.savva@bedford.gov.uk.
There is no need to book as you can just turn up on the following days / times:
Yoga: Bedford Central Library Third Floor, 1pm - 2pm, Wednesdays
Wellbeing Walk: Bedford Central Library First Floor, 11am – 12pm, Fridays
Table Tennis: Bedford Central Library Third Floor, 2.15pm – 3.15pm, Wednesdays
Swimming: Robinson Pool, 3pm – 4pm, Mondays
Cllr Stephen Moon – 01234 870061 / stephen.moon@bedford.gov.uk
Cllr Sheryl Corp – 07734 888988 / sheryl.corp@bedford.gov.uk
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NEW ADDITIONS TO THE VILLAGE

The new Hurricane Swing has now been installed on the playing field. We
hope the youngsters of the Great Barford are enjoying playing on it.
The Parish Council has also installed two new picnic benches; these are in the
Jubilee Play Area. There is a junior and adult picnic bench, both of which are
wheelchair friendly. The benches are at the end of the play area, these should
be well shaded once the summer arrives.
Horse Chestnut trees
Unfortunately, it appears that two horse chestnut trees in Great Barford will
need to be felled. Both trees are afflicted by bacterial bleeding canker. The
trees are on the small green on Willoughby Close and on the High Street. The
Parish Council is awaiting a schedule for when the work will take place from
the Borough Council.
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FUN QUIZ

1. How many arches are there in Great Barford Bridge?
2. How long is Furlong?
3. What is Elton John's real name?
4. In what year was President Kennedy assassinated?
5. If it is noon GMT in London what time is it on New York?
6. What is the name of the Prime Minister's country residence?
7. Mansfield is in which county?
8. Which former prison is in San Francisco Bay?
9. Who was leader of the Dam Busters raid in 1943?
10. How much was a florin worth in pre decimal currency?
11. With which song did ABBA win the Eurovision Song Contest

in 1974?

12. What is the capital of Australia?
answers on page 33
SPRING 2017
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GREAT BARFORD W.I
The year 2016 was very successful for Gt. Barford WI and we are pleased
that membership has increased steadily. We ended the year with an excellent
Christmas dinner at The Anchor in Gt Barford. As a result of the generosity of
members we were able to help less fortunate people by sending a carload of
practical gifts to Prebend St. Day Centre for the homeless in Bedford.
In January we were visited by Beverley Bond who gave an illustrated talk about
the Swiss Garden . A visit to the garden is now being planned.
Along with the visit to the Swiss Garden we are planning a number of outings
for the spring and summer . Several members are already booked to go to
Newmarket in May to see the horses on the gallops and to visit the National
Stud.
New members and visitors are always welcome at our meetings on the second
Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm at Gt Barford Bowls Club.
Contact Wendy Cox on 01234 870516 for further information.
Wendy Rogerson

Grammar that makes me go grrr...
“Back to back” wins. So often heard. What does that mean?
If Lewis Hamilton wins two races in a row, possibly he drove forward in the
first and in reverse in the second? or he drove the other way round the
track!
Grrr! it is consecutive or successive wins!
How often do we hear the phrase “two times champion”. It is not two times,
it is twice! Grrr!
How about “Day three” etc, of Wimbledon or a Test Match. It is the third
day, not three! Grrr!
A word that does my head in is “upcoming”, it should be “forthcoming”!
Grrr!
And of course, it is “Christmas, never, never, ever “Xmas” Grrr!
Or am I just becoming a miserable old “so and so”?
10
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annual

fun day

SATURDAY 17TH JUNE
Great Barford Village Hall
and Playing Field
From 12pm to 5pm
Traditional Fun Fair Rides
and Side Stalls
Inflatable Assault Course/Slide
Junior Go Karts
Climbing Wall
Skittles
Bowling
Cricket
Soft Play Area for tots
Southalls BBQ
Ice Cream
Pimms on the Patio
Parish Council Tug o’ War Challenge
Bar and Tea & Refreshments in the Hall
Trade stands
free fun and games
Big Raffle
If you can HELP with setting up, organise one of the games or activities, or have a
fund raising stall, or just get involved in your community annual Fun Day, then please
contact Louise on 01234 870443 or email ggeared@gmail.com
SPRING 2017
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CRICKET CLUB
I am pleased to let you know that the Cricket Club won their Division of the
League in 2016. We were presented with the League Trophy at the presentation
evening in November. We will now be playing in the First Division.
We held our Presentation Evening at the Village Hall on 2nd December when
all players received awards.
We are looking forward to playing in the First Division in 2017.
If you would like to play for the Club and help in any way please contact me on
01933 622261. We have our AGM on Thursday 16th February.
Diana Wignell
Secretary
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BOWLS CLUB
The year 2017 has certainly come in with a bang. Spring is here with three
momentous events happening in the country: There are moves to ban President
Trump from visiting the United Kingdom later on in the year; the triggering
of Article 50 to start the process of the United Kingdom’s divorce from the
European Experiment; and Great Barford Bowls Club due to open their bowling
season in the palatially extended clubhouse and improved green. OK perhaps
I am exaggerating the global importance of the third item. However, for all the
members of the club it is exciting and keenly anticipated. And, if you’re not a
member, you may wonder – why not?
Why not indeed! Sometimes described as a game for young people played by
the old, bowls combines gentle exercise with a social dimension. To prove it, the
signing-on night is Friday 21st March which will include a short EGM followed by
the opportunity to socialise with the new bar stocked and ready. Unlike so many
of the other sports, each bowls team is made up of players of different levels
of ability, and beginners are encouraged to play. This means they get into the
sport quickly and play alongside more experienced players who will support
and coach. Of course, particularly now that our Men’s league teams have been
promoted yet again for coming first and second in the division, we would like to
attract experienced players to strengthen our competitive base. However, we
SPRING 2017
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GREAT BARFORD BOWLS
play many more friendly games than competitive matches and would like to be
able to field even more players. Also we are underrepresented with women. So
Ladies, as well as Gents, please come forward.
The first activity on the green will be a ‘spoon drive’ on 28th April at 5 pm.
From then on we will be holding Friday evening roll-ups from 6 pm. This is a
practice night, with experienced players available to coach, followed by time
for socializing. We will be especially organising planned taster sessions on
consecutive Fridays – May 12, 19 and 26 at 6 pm. Come along at these times
or any Friday to enjoy a roll-up to find out if bowls is a sport you would like to
take part in? We have a range of ‘woods’ (bowls to you even if they are made of
plastic nowadays) suitable for the tiny delicate hand up to those of us with mitts
like dinner plates.
If you want a sport with a difference, Petanque (French boule) has become a wellsupported sport at the club and the teams are already making their presence
felt in the 3 Shires Petanque league. We are always looking for new members to
try their hand. We practice on a Sunday morning at 10.30 am. For details contact
Beryl Seymour 01767 448526.
Throughout the year the club holds social events and with the extension to
the clubhouse we are hoping to expand these to include “carpet bowls” as an
indoor activity in the closed season. The building works have curtailed many of
our usual events but now that the end is in sight look out for quiz nights, coffee
mornings, games evenings and lots of other fun activities. We will advertise
these events so that, even if you do not take up the game, you will find leisure
and social activities at Great Barford Bowls Club.
Now that the building works are almost complete we are again advertising our
new improved pavilion available for hire for meetings and events. For details of
charges and availability please contact our Booking Officer, Jennie Oyston on
01767 640311 or 07703650616. The club’s website also contains photographs of
the pavilion (before the improvements!) and further information.
Don’t forget to keep in touch with the club’s website: www.greatbarfordbowlsclub.
org.uk and through our Facebook page. If you want any more information about
bowls give me (Joe) a call on 01234 871723.
14
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LOCAL PLAN
Local Plan 2035
Bedford Borough Council is preparing
a local plan that will set out how much
growth there should be in the borough
in coming years (housing, jobs and
associated infrastructure) and where
it should take place. Current planning
policy documents look ahead to 2021
and this new local plan will extend the
period that development is planned for
beyond that date.
In 2014 the Borough Council carried out an Issues and Options consultation and
a first ‘call for sites’. Following on from this they completed a number of important
studies and at the end of last year asked for views on how they have interpreted
their findings. The Borough Council also issued a second ‘call for sites’ which
closed on 14th December 2015.
The list of newly submitted sites includes several large-scale proposals for new
settlements and as a result the timetable for the preparation of the local plan
has been updated to provide sufficient time for their evaluation. In March 2016
the Borough Council requested further information from the site promoters. All
four have responded to the request and the additional information is published
alongside the original submissions for the four areas: Lee Farm Sharnbrook,
Thurleigh Airfield, Land at Twinwoods (listed under Milton Ernest) and Wyboston
Garden Village. These can be viewed at the Borough Council website
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/planning_town_and_
country/planning_policy__its_purpose/local_plan_2035.aspx
Local Plan 2035 –Consultation April 2017
The 2017 consultation offers an opportunity for residents and others with an
interest to comment on a preferred development strategy that includes one or
more new settlements to accommodate a significant proportion of the Borough’s
growth over the next 20 years and beyond.
SPRING 2017
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LOCAL PLAN

Preliminary dates for the consultation are Tuesday 18 April to Friday 2 June 2017.
More detail will be posted on the Borough Council and Parish Council websites
when it is available. Following the close of the consultation, comments will
be considered before the plan itself is drafted. If you would like to be notified
directly about the commencement of the consultation you can ask for your email
address to be added to the email alert list by contacting the Planning Policy team
(planningpolicy@bedford.gov.uk)

How does this affect Great Barford?
Great Barford has been categorised as a Group1, Key Service Centre village. It has
been proposed that the village develops to accommodate a further 500 homes.
The Borough Council has drawn up 3 options of proposed site allocations to
provide the 500 homes for Great Barford. A preview of some of the information
regarding proposed options for Great Barford can be found on the following
pages.
Further information will be posted on Village Notice Boards, and the Parish
Council website and Facebook page as it becomes available. It is very important
that residents engage in the consultation process, this an opportunity for you to
have your say on the development of Great Barford. We also urge you to respond
to questionnaires and surveys from our Neighbourhood Plan Committee which
will be delivered to each household over the coming months. Growth is coming
to Great Barford please get involved and help to shape and influence how our
village develops.
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Only part of this site would be developed so as to minimise landscape impacts.
Existing roads provide a clear boundary to the site.
A small site between existing development.
These sites overlap. Impact on landscape needs to be assessed. Probable
location for new school.
The sites are in different ownerships so it would require the cooperation of the
owners to secure necessary infrastructure improvements.
Concentrates development to the east of the village which should minimise
traffic through the village centre.
Opportunity to enhance the edge of the settlement with suitable landscaping.
Opportunity to enhance the edge of the settlement with suitable landscaping.
Existing roads provide a clear boundary to the site.
A small site between existing development.
These sites overlap. Impact on landscape needs to be assessed. Probable
location for new school.
The sites are in different ownerships so it would require the cooperation of the
owners to secure necessary infrastructure improvements. Site density may
need to increase to achieve 500 homes.
Includes two smaller sites to west of the village which should give a greater
range of development sites.
Only part of this site adjoining the villagebwould be required to meet the strategy
figure. A new landscaped edge to the village will need to be provided.
Included within site 670.
Included within site 670.
As the option only requires a single site it should be easier to secure the delivery of
necessary infrastructure. Concentrates development to the west of the village which
should minimise traffic through the village centre.

100
100
10
350
560

20
10
100
10
350
490

500

500

Option 3 - South West Great Barford
670
Land at Green End

116
Coaville Farm, Bedford Road
127
Land at Home Farm
Great Barford – Option 3 summary

THE BARFORD

Neighbourhood Plan position
Great Barford is preparing a Neighbourhood Plan but will not allocate development sites.

Option 2 - East Great Barford
125
Land at Green End Road
129
Land at Silver Street
123, 526
Land at Addingtons Road and
Roxton Road
605
Land between Addingtons Road
And Roxton Road
114, 118,
Brewers Hall Farm, College Farm,
495, 535,
The Nurseries, land between
603
Addingtons Road and New Road
Great Barford – Option 2 summary

Comments

Estimated
capacity

Site
Address
number
Option 1 - North and East Great Barford
532, 128
Land north of Roxton Road
123, 526
Land at Addingtons Road and
Roxton Road
605
Land between Addingtons Road
And Roxton Road
114, 118,
Brewers Hall Farm, College Farm,
495, 535,
The Nurseries, land between
603
Addingtons Road and New Road
Great Barford – Option 1 summary

Consultation Proposals for Great Barford

LOCAL PLAN
Consultation Proposals for Great Barford
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LOCAL PLAN
Bedford Local Plan 2035 - FAQ
Q
Haven’t I already heard about a Local Plan?
Bedford Borough Council is working on a new local plan, to identify a strategy for growth
and scale of new homes, jobs and other uses required up to 2035. Three consultations
have already taken place to establish the scope of the plan.
Q
What’s new this time?
The previous 2015 consultation gave rise to the submission of four potential new
settlement locations. The 2017 consultation offers an opportunity to comment on
a preferred development strategy that includes one or more new settlements to
accommodate some of the Borough’s growth over the next 20 years.
Q
What is this consultation for?
Since last year’s consultation Bedford Borough Council has been working on a preferred
strategy for where growth should go. They have also completed some important studies,
so this consultation is an opportunity to share them with you, and ask for your views on
how they have interpreted their findings.
Q
What is the Bedford Borough Council strategy?
•
The creation of a new settlement or settlements that will provide a new focus for
strategic growth.
•
Regeneration of the large brownfield site opportunity at the former Stewartby
brickworks site.
•
Regeneration in the urban area of Bedford and Kempston, together with
sustainable urban extensions, with growth in housing, employment, retail and other
facilities, including regeneration of the town centre.
•
Development in villages at a scale that takes account of existing commitments
and current/potential infrastructure capacity. Growth in the larger (Group 1) villages will
provide primarily new homes but also services for the local community. Growth in the
next size (Group 2) villages will be more limited to help support local services. Some
development may also be appropriate in Group 3 and 4 settlements.
•
Maintaining a living, working countryside and improving the rural area’s selfreliance by supporting opportunities to diversify the rural economy while conserving and
enhancing the natural environment.
Q
Where does Great Barford fit in to this?
Bedford Borough Council Settlement Hierarchy classifies Great Barford as a Key Service
Centre with good infrastructure in the Group 1 villages. This means the proposal allocates
an additional 500 houses and improvements to the infrastructure for Great Barford.
Q
How has the growth been determined and why do we need so many houses?
Bedford Borough Council has commissioned a Strategic Housing Market Assessment to
identify the Council’s objectively assessed housing need and explains how it has been
calculated. The Assessment explains that 19,000 additional dwellings must be delivered
between 2015 and 2035 to meet growth projections.
SPRING 2017
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LOCAL PLAN
Q
But aren’t these already planned for?
Just over half of the 19,000 is already granted permission or allocated in existing plans.
The remaining 8,000 plus dwellings need to be allocated sites according to the strategy.
Q
How can I make a comment?
The consultation document will be available on-line and to be viewed at various libraries.
The easiest way to comment will be by using the on-line consultation page. A Word
format questionnaire will be available to send back attached to an email. It can also be
printed and sent back by post.
Q
When can I see the consultation document?
It is proposed for the consultation period to run from 18 April until 2 June 2017. All
comments (paper and electronic) should be received by 5pm on 2 June 2017.
Q
What happens next?
•
Bedford Borough Council will use your comments to help finalise the
development strategy and selection of the most suitable development sites and also
look at the impact on local infrastructure.
•
Further consultation on the draft plan is expected to take place in early 2018 prior
to the submission of the local plan for formal examination by the Planning Inspectorate.
Q
Where does the Neighbourhood Plan fit in?
Your Neighbourhood Plan Committee is now developing the vision, objectives and
strategy for Great Barford in the future, utilising the results from the recent questionnaire
sent to every household. The vision will establish what Great Barford might be like
going forward, the objectives will clarify what the residents want and the strategy will set
out what needs to be done through Neighbourhood Policies.
The aim of these policies is to ensure that Great Barford remains a thriving and
sustainable village, that any growth will enhance and protect it whilst meeting the needs
of the community. Bedford Borough Council have already issued a Borough wide “call
for sites” to identify potential parcels of land that might be suitable for development for
new housing over the next twenty years. These parcels of land are generally suitable
for development of over 20 homes but the Neighbourhood Plan Committee would like
to hear about much smaller sites.
If you own land or know someone who does and think it might be suitable for small scale
residential development (between 2 and 20 homes), recreational use or for business
units then we would like to hear about them. Please get in touch by emailing clerk@
greatbarford.org.uk or writing to Great Barford Parish Council, 59 High Street, Great
Barford, Beds, MK44 3JJ.
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The Village Hall is located in Fishers Close,
Great Barford and is a wonderful modern
building capable of hosting a variety of
functions from community events and
wedding receptions to children’s parties as
the size of the hall can easily hold a large
bouncy castle and there’s plenty of room for
sports activities.
The hall is licensed to hold 150 people
seated in the main hall and 30 people in the smaller meeting room, both rooms are
available to hire collectively or individually and have the benefit of being serviced by
a bar and there is a well-appointed kitchen available for hirer’s use.
CHECK OUR WEBSITE for availability, or make an enquiry via our ENQUIRY FORM
directly to our Bookings Secretary, who will respond promptly and answer any
questions you may have. Alternatively, send an email directly to Louise Geary at
ggeared@gmail.com
Hire Rates:
£10/hr for the meeting room; £18/hr for the main hall
		(£25/hr after 4pm on Saturdays).
Regular Activities:
Tuesdays
Tots & Teenies; Children’s Dance Class; Brownies; PC meetings
Wednesdays Melody Makers; Guides
Thursdays
Pure-Core Pilates Class ; Slimming World
Fridays
Swingsters Freestyles Friday (2nd Friday)
Saturdays
Irish Dancing
Other Regular Village Events throughout the year include Friday Quiz nights, Village
FUN DAY, October Craft Fayre, Wollstein Partnership events, and a number of
Charity Events.
Don’t forget the BAR is open to the whole community on most Friday evenings
from 8pm.
The hall is managed by a volunteer Committee who meet bi-monthly to discuss
operational matters. We are presently making grant applications for financial
help to improve the hall’s facilities and would welcome new members to our
committee to help with this. If you are interested in joining the committee, please
contact us by using the Enquiry form on the website.

www.greatbarfordvh.org
SPRING 2017
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Frosts at Willington
Garden and Home

Inspiring
Gardeners
since 1973...

A visit to Frosts at Willington Garden and Home will inspire and
give you an abundance of wonderful ideas for your garden, whether
you are an enthusiastic novice or an experienced gardener this is the
perfect place for you. You will enjoy outstanding service from our
knowledgeable team and a unique shopping experience.
Whilst gardening is our ﬁrst love we also have beautiful giftware,
leisure and clothing departments. Our exceptional new Garden
Room Restaurant serves fresh, home cooked food daily and is the
perfect place to relax and unwind.
Frosts at Willington Garden Centre
Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford,
MK44 3QP, Tel: 01234 838777

Bugle
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TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL

Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5.
Contact Nicci : 07970114030 or Laura: 07771 511250

Do you have any achievements, stories,
photographs that you think would be of interest
to the local community and that you would like
to share?
I S T H E R E A N Y T H I N G I N PA R T I C U L A R T H AT YO U WO U L D
L I K E TO S E E I N C LU D E D I N T H E THE

BARFORD Bugle

Please get in contact with the Parish Clerk at clerk@greatbarford.org.uk,
01234 870245. We’d love to hear from you.
The Bugle Team

SPRING 2017
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1ST GREAT BARFORD GUIDES

This term we have been completing the “Film Lover” badge. The girls have
been learning about the cinema, for example film classification, roles in the
industry, and how to review a film. In January we showed them a film, “Night
at the Museum -3”, at the Hall. The following week we asked them to review
the film. They had all enjoyed the special effects, the comedy and the action
in the story. At a later meeting, they watched two short black and white films.
These were Laurel and Hardy classics, “Whoopee” and “The Music Box”. To
round off the badge we will be going as a group to watch “Trolls” at Cineworld
in Bedford. Alongside the film topic, the girls have also been planning and
carrying out their patrol activities, using the “Go For It” booklets. This term the
three patrols have chosen “Communicate”, “Globalistic” and “Peace”.
At the end of February, several girls and leaders are going to the Sandy
District “Thinking Day” event at Potton Middle School. At this, nearly a hundred
Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers and their leaders will take part in a
whole day of crafts and activities. This year the theme is “Changemakers”,
celebrating people in the world who have made a difference, such as Marie
Curie and Malala Yousafzai. The Great Barford activity this year will be teaching
the girls how to craft a pot out of clay.
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1ST GREAT BARFORD GUIDES
Two of our Unit helpers, Liz and Jo, have been very busy this term, as they
have begun the Adult Leadership qualification. This has seen them helping to
choose and run the regular activities, in addition to attending a training course
in Flitwick. They hope to complete this by July, when they will be taking the
girls on Summer Camp. This year it is a County camp, to be held in Bromham,
called “Super Heroes”. Twelve of our girls will be taking part.
In the second half of the Spring term the girls will be doing the “Cook’s” badge.
They will be making pizzas, preparing salads, baking cakes and cooking
paella, as well as learning about food hygiene and healthy eating. It should
be a popular badge, as we find that the girls love anything to do with food!
(apart from the washing-up….) For our outings in March we are planning to go
to Milton Keynes to see “Beauty and the Beast”, and to St Neots Leisure centre
for a roller-disco party. The roller-disco will be a “Bring along a friend” event, as
we will be opening it up to girls not currently members of Girlguiding.
We do have a number of spare places in our Unit, for girls aged between ten
and fourteen years. A girl can join at any time within that age-bracket. We would
welcome new members to join our lively group, and can offer a girl a chance to
come to a meeting as a taster, to find out if Guiding is for her. We meet at the
Village Hall on a Wednesday evening, from 7pm to 8.30pm. If anyone would
like more information, please contact:
Vivienne Johnson, (Guider-in-charge) on 01234 871590 / 07748 446455
or by email: vivjohnson21@gmail.com

K.E. JONES

PLUMBING & HEATING

TEL. 01234 870869
CORGI Registered
SPRING 2017
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TENNIS

GYM

SWIMMING

SQUASH &
RACKETBALL

GROUP
EXERCISE

SPA &
WELL-BEING

BAR / CAFÉ

Visit www.clubtowers.com Call 01234 607111
or Email info@clubtowers.com

OPENING 27TH MARCH

Bedford’s
Premier Health
& Racquets Club

KIDS CLUB

TREATMENT
ROOMS

FOUNDATION
MEMBER OFFER
AVAILABLE
NOW

3 10 year insurance backed guarantee
3 A rated glass
3 No salesman
3 Local, reliable company
3 Competitive prices

CALLUSTODAY!
T: 01767 765440
E: sales@i-glaze.co.uk
W: www.i-glaze.co.uk

Windows | Doors | Conservatories
replacement glass | repairs | and more

@Roxton Garden Centre MK44 3DY
Fruit, Vegetables, Meat, Eggs,
Bread, Honey & Homemade
Preserves, Quiches ,Cakes, Sauces,
Oils, Cheese, Crayfish fishcakes,
Dog Treats, locally crafted items
and much more.

Open Thurs 11-4, Fri 9-5
Sat 9-5, Sun 10-4.
07522 559010

WW1 Remembrance Poem
- By Amy Harley
It started with the killing of Franz Ferdinand,
If only the massacre had not gone as planned.
All of the unnecessary deaths that were caused,
As the first shot fired, time paused.
More men signed up, eager and brave,
But as time passed, they were sent to their grave.
Their shaking bodies fumble in the numbing snow,
And his inevitable fears start to grow.
For a man is standing at his bloodied head, a foe,
Eager to pump the pacifist’s body full of ammo.
The once new, uniform, is now torn,
The once new wife, now a widow, begins to mourn.
As we are the people who the innocent men died for,
Why can’t we remember those men 100 years post-war?
Why We Remember WW1
Lots of people died fighting for their cause,
We respect their memory in silence we pause,
People that died gave us our history,
The brave souls that were lost are a mystery,
We must learn from people’s mistakes,
Families torn and left in despair,
War affected everyone’s life,
We remember, we care.
Alfie Manson 8JB History
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Poem for WWl, 100 years on
Why should we remember WWl?
Probably because it wasn’t fun.
Lots of people died in every country,
And in the trenches men were hungry.
Why should we remember WWl?
If it happened now I would run!
Fighting for days with nothing to eat,
Whilst struggling with sore Trench Feet.
Why should we remember WWl?
Some soldiers couldn’t even hold a gun.
The youngest British fighter was only 12 years old,
Should this story even be told?
Why should we remember WWl?
The awful things that happened can’t be undone.
One man died every five seconds,
Well at least that’s what everyone reckons.
Why should we remember WWl?
Probably because England won.
By wearing a poppy and refusing to forget,
We remember those who fought for us even though
we’ve never met.
By George Hendry Taylor 8JB History
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LOCAL GP’S SURGERY & WALK-IN CENTRES
THE SURGERY

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday 		
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

16 Silver Street
Great Barford
MK44 3HX

Telephone Monday to Friday
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30

01234 870 325
0845 8500734 Out of Hours

ST NEOTS
HEALTH CENTRE

24 Moores Walk
St Neots
PE19 1AG

(outside these hours, patients are advised
to contact their own registered GP)￼

Monday to Friday
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00
Saturday & Sunday
09:00 - 16:00

01480 219 317
			

PUTNOE
MEDICAL CENTRE

93 Queens Drive
Putnoe
Bedford
MK41 9LE

NON REGISTERED PATIENTS
OPENING HOURS

OPENING HOURS:
The Walk-In Centre is open
from 08:00 - 18:30
7 days a week
365 days a year

01234 319992

MOBILE LIBRARY
Addingtons Road
Maltings Way		
Green End Road
Brookside		
Silver Street		

14:15 – 14:35
14:40 – 15:00
15:05 – 15:25
15:30 – 15:55
16:00 – 16:30

12th December 2016
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REPORTING FAULTS
If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of
Bedford Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:
Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including
signage, report to the Highways Helpdesk:
01234 718003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk
Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning,
flytipping, waste collection and graffiti contact:
01234 718060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk
Dog Warden contact:
01234 718009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please
contact the Borough Council and
they will advise you as to which
department can help.
01234 267422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the
specific services of the Borough Council and contact details:
www.bedford.gov.uk
If you see a faulty streetlight with a PC number please
report it to the Parish Clerk.
For any faults or issues with the graveyard, village
green, playing field, jubilee play area, allotments or
areas of open space please contact the Parish Clerk.
If you are not sure who is responsible or if you need
help or advice with reporting items please contact the
Parish Clerk on:
01234 870245 or
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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1. 17
2. 220 yards
3. Reg Dwight
4. 1963
5. 7am
6. Chequers
7. Nottinghamshire
8. Alcatraz
9. Guy Gibson
10. Two Shillings
11. Waterloo
12. Canberra
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England - A Green & Pleaseant Land

I wonder whether, like me, you are concerned about the ever increasing amounts
of litter in our countryside? These days it’s impossible to drive anywhere,
whether along a quiet rural lane or a busy motorway, without seeing the verges
and hedgerows scattered with sweet wrappers, plastic bottles, take away
rubbish, drink cans, crisp packets, glass bottles, items of furniture and electrical
appliances. Sadly, our countryside footpaths and national parks are not immune
to this scourge of today’s modern society. Take a walk around the local dog
walking circuit (heading out along the path behind Grt Barford village hall across
the fields in the direction of the by-pass) & you will encounter several cigarette
packets (Mayfair brand!), countless discarded sweet wrappers, drink cans &
yes, bags of dog “mess” abandoned along the path or left hanging from the
hedges. Since Christmas, my partner & I have collected five large refuse bags of
litter from the two mile stretch of the Danish Camp path from the Blunham end
through to the River Ouse.
Two years ago, we tackled the challenge of climbing Mt Snowdon in Wales.
Our elation on reaching the summit was severely dampened when we found
it festooned with rubbish. The shocking sight that greeted us spurred as into
action. This was a problem we could no longer ignore. We could not single
handedly clean up the UK but we could do something to tackle the problem on
our “home” patch, which is what we started to do. Perhaps you have seen us
litter picking the verges along the Grt Barford to Wilden Road? “Our” adopted
patch is small, running from the sharp bend as you exit the village, up the hill,
over the flyover and ending where the road is crossed by the public footpath,
approx 1.5 miles from the edge of village, but we also tackle the village dog
walking circuit & more recently we have turned our attention to the Danish Camp
path.
I ask myself who the litter louts think clear up their mess & who pays the costs of
doing so? The reality is these irresponsible individuals simply do not care. What
34 THE BARFORD
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England - A Green & Pleaseant Land
then are the options for those of us fed up with seeing our local environment
blighted by their actions? In these days of austerity & cutbacks, when local &
central government does not have funding for social care and the axe is falling
on many services for the elderly & vulnerable members of society, the sad fact
of life is that litter picking cannot be a priority for them. They have other far more
pressing concerns.
The purpose of this article is to encourage some good old fashioned “people
power”. If we are to avoid disappearing under the sea of litter that threatens to
engulf us then we need to act and act fast. For a very small investment you can
equip yourself with a litter picking kit. As a minimum you need a good pair of
thick gloves & a roll of rubbish bags but a “litter grabbing tool”, available from
the major online retailers for between £5-£15 is a good investment. If you really
want to push the boat out, a “bag hoop” (approx £7) to keep your rubbish bag
open is useful especially on windy days! Then all you need do is to identify “your
patch” & set to work. It’s up to you where you decide to litter pick, how big an
area you tackle & how often you go out litter picking & for how long. Do what
you can, “every little helps”. As we have cleared an area it has tended to stay
litter free for longer & it seems litter really does attract litter. The Parish Council
employs a “litter picker” within the confines of the village so if you can adopt a
patch that currently receives no attention (maybe on one of the approach roads
to the village or one of the local countryside walks), that would be great. Trust
me, you don’t need to look far to find an area crying out for some TLC.
Remain alert to the traffic, don’t wear headphones & wear a high visibility jacket/
vest. Always wear thick gloves & ideally use a “grabber”. Look out for broken
glass, needles etc & don’t try to move heavy items by yourself. You will feel self
conscious (at least to start with), but know you are doing something worthwhile
for your local community & your local environment. Maybe enlist the help of a
partner or friend & “litter pick” together before enjoying a well earned cuppa? A
social event with a purpose.
Planet Earth is unique. The only planet in our solar system known to be capable
of supporting human life. We have a duty to look after it, not only for future
generations but also for all the animals and birds we share it with. It is incredibly
sad that the selfish actions of a few mindless individuals who can’t be bothered
to take their rubbish home can have such an adverse & destructive impact on
the rest of us. The good news is each of us can do our bit to make things better.
No, none of us should have to clear up after others & if everybody behaved
responsibly we wouldn’t have to, but, sadly, if England is to become “a green
and pleasant land” again, it seems we have no choice but to take up our litter
grabbers and set to work.
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To advertise in the Barford Bugle please contact the Parish
Clerk at
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
Prices for advertising in the Barford Bugle for four
consecutive editions are:
Back Cover:
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside:
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Quality made to measure blinds

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit
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• Top Brands at Competitive Prices
for
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• Let the Showroom come to you
quotaigation
tion!
• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!
• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk
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Full Page: £150.00

