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A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated 
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance + Tree Felling
and Tree Care + Sectional Dismantling

+ Crown Reduction/Thinning + Dead Wood Removed
+ Hedges Reduced and Trimmed + Tree Planting
+ Fruit Tree Pruning + Member of the Royal
+ Fully insured and Skilled Arborist Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote

Telephone: 01234 828895 Mobile: 07949 368374
Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk www.treespecific.co.uk
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James Rudgley       37 Brook Lane              01234 870003 

Noreen Byrne        14 Fishers Close           01234 871919 

Derrick Folbigg       25 Maltings Way          01234 870032 

Ann Lovesey        43 Green End Rd   01234 870693 

Di Ames        123 Chapel Field   01234 870251

Siobhan Vincent       33 Brook Lane         01234 870292 

Stuart Southall        Home Farm, Bedford Rd 01234 870333 

Graham Pendrey      44 Brook Lane   01234 870139 

Chris Hutton        01234 870245 

Tim Wood        07703 569919

Stuart Howard       01234 870245

Councillor   Contact   Details

With thanks to G Pendrey 
for the front cover photo and to 
G Pendrey and L Dynes for the 

snowy photos around 
Great Barford

Contributions for the 
next Issue of

 The Bugle 
should be sent to the 

Parish Clerk before 

30th  June  2018 

Submit Your Photo!

The Bugle Committee is always looking 
for seasonal photographs from around the 
village to place on the cover of the Bugle. 
If you would like to submit a photograph, 
please contact the Clerk at:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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I would like to thank all the volunteers who joined us in November 
to plant bulbs around the village and new hedgerow whips in 
the Jubilee Play Area.  It has been wonderful to see the shoots 
emerging through the snow and we look forward to a fantastic 
display of daffodils in the coming weeks.  The Parish Council 
plans to hold another planting event this year so please keep 
an eye out for dates in the Barford Bugle and on the Facebook 
page, website and noticeboards.

Also I wish to commend the Village Hall committee for starting up 
the “Family Friday” event. The bar, tea, cakes and soft drinks are 
available, with plenty of games and stuff to occupy the children. 
It is great to see the kids and adults enjoying themselves in a 

friendly environment. Well done and let’s keep using this wonderful Village asset.

Unfortunately, the community litter pick planned for early March was cancelled due to 
the weather conditions.  Please check on the Parish Council Facebook page, website and 
noticeboards for the new date for this event.  

Extensive tree works have been carried out around the village in recent months, hedgerows 
have been cut back and various trees on the village green, open spaces and in the graveyard 
have undergone maintenance including removal of dead wood and crown raising.  Sadly 
two old trees in the graveyard were damaged by the high winds and both have now been 
removed.  The Parish Council undertakes a visual inspection of all trees on Parish Council 
owned land after any extreme weather and arranges for all trees to be inspected by an 
arboriculturalist every 3 years.  However, if you notice any issues with any trees whilst you 
are out and about around the village please do let us know by contacting the Parish Council 
office.

The Parish Council Highways Committee is talking with the Bedford Borough Council 
department responsible for the state of our village roads and footpaths, and we hope to 
see some urgent action being put in place to resolve issues.

Also, the Committee is asking for costings, to use Community Infrastructure Levy monies 
coming from local housing projects, for implementing traffic calming measures around the 
village.

Much is being discussed at Government, Local Government and Parish Councils regarding 
housing needs. There is a report in these pages by the Neighbourhood Plan Committee. 
You can also see documentation relating to the Local Plan 2035 on the Borough Council 
website at www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2035.

Another reminder, please consider your neighbours and footway users and park legally on 
the roadways, NOT on pavements, grass verges or road corners. Grass verges belong to 
someone, and charges may be levied for repairs to them, as well as to pavements. 

Jim Rudgley
Chair – Great Barford Parish Council

Chair's  Report 



Bedford  Budget  Council  Budget  2018/19
A meeting of Borough councillors on the 7th February determined the Council’s budget for 
2018/19.
As in previous years, demand for services is increasing whilst the overall resources available 
to the Council will remain relatively unchanged.  This has required the Council to continue its 
programme of service efficiencies through its ‘Bedford Borough 2020’ project.  

Bedford Borough 2020 will see the introduction of a ‘Digital Operating Model’, which is 
estimated to achieve annual savings of £10.4m by the beginning of the next decade through the 
improved use of technology.  This will include increased opportunities for residents to use ‘self-
service’ functions when interacting with the Council, particularly through the implementation 
of a new website.

The Council is also continuing its programme of service efficiencies, totalling £3.8m in the 
coming year.  In addition to this, there is a proposed Council Tax increase of 1.75% and a rise of 
2% in the Adult Social Care Precept.  The revenue gained from the latter must be used on adult 
social care services, the budget for which has been set at £52.1m next year; a 13.7% increase 
since 2015/16, reflecting increased demand.

The Council’s Capital Programme determines schemes for ‘one-off’ investment totalling 
£185.8m over a 4 year period from 2017/18 to 2020/21.  This includes several schemes of 
particular note, including:

- Around £19m of Government investment in traffic decongestion schemes at Ampthill Road, 
Manton Lane and the town centre. 
- £5.5m in Disabled Facilities Grants monies from the Government to support individuals to live 
independently in their own home.
- £59m of investment in schools’ facilities, including the continued implementation of the 2 tier 
system in the Borough.

In the current year, 2017/18, the Council has been delivering £7.8m of agreed efficiencies.  As 
we near the end of the financial year, it is estimated that there will be an overall underspend 
of just under £1.8m.  Councillors have, therefore, chosen to allocate £1m of this sum for 
improvements to roads and pavements.  In addition, a one-off sum of £0.525m will be spent 
on average speed cameras, thus reintroducing a service which ceased in 2016 and allowing 
some of the 60 plus schemes on the waiting list to go ahead.  The criteria for prioritising the 
speed camera schemes are still to be determined.

Local Plan 2035
At the time of writing (early March), the Council is consulting on its draft Local Plan, setting out 
preferred sites for the development of around 8000 homes to the year 2035.  

Included in the draft Local Plan for submission is the allocation of 500 homes for Great Barford.  
There is an active Neighbourhood Planning group which will influence the location of new 
homes in the village.  For more details see https://www.greatbarford.org.uk/neighbourhood-
plan/ or contact the Parish Council Clerk, Anne Pape, on 01234 870245.  

The Council’s Local Plan consultation has been extended to 5pm on the 29th March.  Residents 
must respond should they wish their comments to be considered once the Local Plan is 
submitted for consideration to the Planning Inspectorate.  Responses can be submitted via 

Borough Councillors  Report 
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www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2035 or by emailing planningforthefuture@bedford.gov.uk.  
Response forms are also available at local libraries and the Customer Service Centre on Horne 
Lane, while comments can also be sent by post to Local Plan 2035, Planning Policy Team, 
Bedford Borough Council, Borough Hall, Bedford MK42 9AP.

Bedford  Hospital
Toward the end of 2017, Bedford Hospital and Luton & Dunstable Hospital stated their intention 
to undergo a full merger.  In this regard, a business case was submitted to NHS regulators in 
December and it was expected that a decision would be made on whether the merger will go 
ahead in time for it to be implemented on the 1st April 2018.

It has now been reported that this timescale has been delayed as talks continue around the 
financial agreements underpinning the merger.  In particular, it will not be known until the 
summer as to the availability of government capital funding which could support improvements 
to both sites.

The business case reiterated that a full range of services will continue to be provided for 
patients on both sites.  This includes key services such as A&E, maternity and paediatrics at 
Bedford Hospital.

Putnoe Walk-In Centre
The Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (BCCG), the body responsible for organising 
NHS services locally, has announced its intention to close the Walk-In Centre (WIC) at Putnoe 
Surgery in Bedford. 

At a meeting of the BCCG’s Governing Body in January, it was agreed that the WIC would 
remain at Putnoe until the end of September 2018.  Thereafter, alternative provision will be 
implemented through an ‘Urgent Treatment Centre’ (UTC), based on the Bedford Hospital site, 
which will operate a ‘like for like service from the Putnoe Walk In Centre’.  It will also link with 
the Hospital’s A & E function, allowing non-emergency patients access to diagnostics should 
further tests be required, and will receive ambulances and appointments via the 111 phone 
service.

In addition to the UTC, the BCCG has expressed its intention to extend GP opening hours into 
evenings and weekends, giving patients more options to book appointments.

Non-Emergency Patient Transport
The East of England Ambulance Service Trust (EEAST) is to provide non-emergency patient 
transport services in the Borough after agreeing a contract with the Bedfordshire Clinical 
Commissioning Group.

The contract, which concerns the provision of transport where patients are taken for pre-planned 
medical appointments, will be fully in place from June.  The service was delivered until last year 
by the now defunct Private Ambulance Service (PAS) which went into administration.  The 
service provided by PAS was the subject of complaints due to repeated instances of failures to 
pick up patients on time, if at all.

Cllr Stephen Moon: 07894 307 829 / stephen.moon@bedford.gov.uk
Cllr Sheryl Corp: 07734 888 988 / sheryl.corp@bedford.gov.uk 
 

Borough Councillors  Report 
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Cllr Sheryl Corp
07734 888 988 / 
sheryl.corp@bedford.gov.uk



Great  Barford  Graveyard
 
Some memorials in the graveyard may be unsafe. Great Barford Parish Council will be 
commencing inspections of all memorials in the near future.  

To ensure your ongoing safety, please assist Great Barford Parish Council by keeping to 
the footpaths, not walking between memorials and ensuring children are supervised at all 
times.

Where memorials are found to be unsafe the Parish Council will take steps to make them 
safe.

Further information on the procedures for the inspection can be found on the Parish 
Council website www.greatbarford.org.uk

If you would like further information, please contact the Parish Council at:

59 High Street
Great Barford
MK44 3JJ

Memorial  Safety Inspections
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GREAT BARFORD NURSERY  
OPEN MORNING  

A centre of excellence for teaching and learning 
We have places available in our nursery for 

September 2018 
Bring your child for an open morning  

on  
Wednesday 2nd May 

9.30am—11.00am  
Please contact the school office to book 

 Come and see our nursery and join in some  
activities with our early years staff 

 

Great Barford Primary Academy 
 Silver Street 
Great Barford MK44 3JU 
Tel: 01234 870342            E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk 
W: www.greatbarford.beds.sch.uk 

Tel. 01234 870245
E-mail. clerk@greatbarford.org.uk



Neighbourhood  Plan  Report

Call for smaller sites in the village

Bedford Borough Council has published the draft 
LOCAL PLAN 2035: PLAN FOR SUBMISSION for public 
consultation, and have included in the plan sites that 
might be suitable for development.

Your Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group is developing 
the Vision, Objectives and Strategy for Great Barford in the 
future, utilising the results from the previous questionnaire 
sent to every household.

The Vision will establish what Great Barford might be like going forward, the Objectives 
will clarify what the residents want and the Strategy will set out what needs to be done 
through Neighbourhood Policies.

The aim of these Policies is to ensure that Great Barford remains a thriving and sustainable 
village, that any growth will enhance and protect it whilst meeting the needs of the 
community.

The sites included in the draft Local Plan are generally suitable for development of over 20 
homes, but the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group would like to hear about any smaller 
sites in the village that might be suitable for development.

If you own land, or know someone who does and think it might be suitable for small scale 
residential development (between 2 and 20 homes), recreational use, or for business units, 
then we would like to hear about them.

Please send details, along with a plan showing the land boundaries marked in red, and the 
area of the land (in acres, hectares or square metres) to the Parish Council.

Email:   clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
Address:  College Farm
  59 High Street
  Great Barford
  MK44 3JJ

Look out for additional updates in future editions of the Bugle, the Great Barford Website 
and Facebook pages. We also intend to have further information presented at the Village 
Fun Day on 23 June.
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'Working Together for Water & Wildlife'

Have you ever thought about becoming a 
'Volunteer River Warden'

Do you enjoy walking along our river banks?
Do you have a boat/canoe and use the river?
Do you care about the upkeep of our rivers?

Do you care about your local river environment?
Do you enjoy being part of a group that can make a difference?

Background:
If the answer is yes, becoming a volunteer River Warden may be of interest to you.
‘The Upper & Bedford Ouse Catchment Partnership’ has secured funding from the 
Environment Agency’s Catchment Partnership to undertake river restoration works at four 
locations within the catchment area.

‘The Upper & Bedford Ouse Catchment Partnership’ plans and delivers activities and projects 
that will improve water quality, channel structure, habitat quality and biodiversity.

The River Great Ouse dominates the catchment with its main tributaries being the rivers 
Tove, Ouzel, Flit, Ivel, Kym and the Padbury, also Clayden and Alconbury brooks.

Clean healthy water is vitally important, it is essential for life, allowing the natural environment 
to flourish, businesses, agricultural and the economy to prosper. In addition, water related 
recreation boosts physical and mental wellbeing.

How can you get involved?
The Catchment Partnership has significant knowledge and expertise on a wide variety of 
water quality, flow and biodiversity issues, however they are fully aware that local residents, 
landowners and community groups have a wealth of knowledge and great interest in their 
local watercourses.

Training (free) is offered to all volunteers on the following:

• Hearing about Catchment Partnership activities and events
• Water quality and aquatic species survey and monitoring techniques
• Identifying, reporting, monitoring and removing invasive species
• Given guidance on ‘walkover surveys’ to identify issues and enhancements along       
 watercourses 
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River  Warden  Report



What do I have to do?
You will be allocated an area along the river that you will report 
on. You will be issued with a River Warden Monitoring Form to be 
completed on a regular basis (monthly/bi-monthly dependent on 
weather conditions). It is a simple form to complete and gives the 
Conservationists’ an understanding about any changes relating to 
the river, to include wildlife and plant species.

Each area has a named Conservation Officer (Water for Wildlife 
and Wildlife sites). For the area covering Great Barford it is Lewis 
Dickinson. 

If you are interested or want to know more about the River Warden Role, please contact 
Lewis Dickinson (based at Priory Country Park Bedford).
It can be fun, meeting likeminded people at training sessions, whilst protecting our local river 
environment.

To find out more:
Lewis will let the volunteer wardens know about any up and coming training, projects etc and 
can be contacted on:

01234 364 213     Tweet:@wildlifebcn     Like:wildlifebcn     Visit: www.wildlifebcn.org
Noreen Byrne

River  Warden  Report
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Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter 

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5. 

C o n ta c t  N i cc i  :  0 7 9 7 0 1 1 4 0 3 0  o r  L a u ra :  0 7 7 7 1  5 1 1 2 5 0

TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL



K.E. JONES
PLUMBING & HEATING

TEL. 01234  870869

Addingtons Road  14:00 – 14:20
Maltings Way 14:25 – 14:45
Green End Road 14:50 – 15:15
Brookside  15:20 – 15:45
Silver Street 15:50 – 16:20

MOBILE 
LIBRARY

16th & 30th April,   14th May,  11th & 25th June
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@Roxton Garden Centre MK44 3DY 
 

Fruit, Vegetables, Meat, Eggs,  
Bread, Honey & Homemade  

Preserves, Quiches ,Cakes, Sauces,  
Oils, Cheese, Crayfish fishcakes,  
Dog Treats, locally crafted items  

and much more. 
 

Open Thurs 11-4, Fri 9-5 
Sat 9-5, Sun 10-4. 

07522 559010 



Great Barford Bowls and Petanque Club

As you can see I have at last got around to 
calling us the Bowls and Petanque club to 
acknowledge the contribution the Petanque 
players make to our success. However, this title 
does not recognise the community aspect of our 
organisation. Our bowls and Petanque facilities 
are for the use of members but the pavilion is 
a considerable resource for the community and 
we are keen have local visitors to our regular 
activities. We hope you have read our reports in the local magazines or seen the posters 
advertising our events. There have been Quiz nights, coffee mornings and table-top sales. 
The coffee mornings (Coffee and Craft) are on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th Tuesday mornings 
10.30 to 1.00 pm. Starting at 7.30 pm we have evening activities - on Wednesdays we 
have a whist drive and Thursdays we do carpet bowls. Both activities have been well 
attended but we can always do with more participants.

For future activities we have: 

Friday 13th April is Quiz Night. Starting at 7.30pm 
this is our popular social evening with a fun but challenging quiz to suit all. 
Entry is £5 per person which includes supper nibbles. The club bar is open.

Saturday 21st April is our Coffee morning from 10.00 to 12.00.  
Entrance is £1.00.  
There will be a variety of stalls including those selling homemade cakes and preserves. 

The new status of the club has meant that we have been asked to host three County 
Bowls matches this summer. The first, on Sunday 1st July, is the Ladies quarter- and semi-
finals of the Ladies County 2-wood competition. The next is a Men’s Intercounty match on 
Thursday 12th July at 2 pm and then on Thursday 23rd August at 2:30 pm we will host 
a Ladies Intercounty match.  These are prestigious matches and are looking forward to 
sharing our facilities with the visitors. Spectators are welcome. So come and see the finest 
county players on the finest local green.

Well 2018 has come with a strange collection of weather. It’s a good thing we don’t try to 
play bowls outdoors till the end of April. What this means is that our bowling season is 
fast approaching.  Once the season starts we hold Friday evening roll-ups from 6 pm. It’s a 
chance for some practice, coaching, a bit of relaxation after a long week and time for some 
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convivial socializing.  I must say this every year, “Have you thought of coming along to 
enjoy a roll-up to find out if bowls is a sport you would like to take part in? – If not why not? 
Why not indeed!” Bowls combines gently exercise with a social dimension. Unlike so many 
of the other sports, each bowls team is made up of players of different levels of ability, 
and beginners are encouraged to play. This means they get into the sport quickly and play 
alongside more experienced players who will support and coach. Of course, we would 
like to attract experienced players to strengthen our competitive base. However, we play 
many more friendly games than competitive matches and would like to be able to field 
even more players. We were all beginners not so long ago and we need newcomers to join 
now to be the cornerstones of the future. Also, we are underrepresented with women, so 
Ladies, as well as Gents, please come forward. If you would like to try bowls this spring, 
then please get in touch through the website or Facebook or call Joe on 01234 871  723.

Come along on Friday 27th April and join in our traditional start of the season spoon drive. 
The club has a full programme of league and friendly bowls and Petanque matches against 
local clubs. 

Petanque (French boules) has become a well-supported sport at the club with a super 
new floodlit “piste”. We are always looking for new members to try their hand. For details 
contact Beryl Seymour 01767 449 116.

I had decided not to mention the beautifully refurbished clubhouse but we can announce 
that we have another grant to put the finishing touches to the facilities. These improvements 
could not have been possible without generous donations from local business men and a 
grant from the National Lottery. 

Our excellent pavilion is available to hire for meetings, events, etc. For details of charges 
and availability please contact our Booking Officer, Beryl on 01757 449 116. The club’s 
website also contains photographs of the pavilion and further information.

We hope that you will find something to interest you all at the club. 
For more information see our website at www.greatbarfordbowlsclub.org.uk and 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/Great-Barford-Bowls-Club-927365523974564 
or call Beryl on 01767 449116. 

The car park address is in Woodpecker Close, MK44 3BG or there is pedestrian access 
through School Lane. 

Joe Lound-Keast
Publicity
 

Great Barford Bowls and Petanque Club
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Great Barford in Bloom!

On Sunday morning 26th 
November 2017, volunteers 
and our local Borough 
Councillors Stephen Moon 
and Sheryl Corp, gathered 
at the Village Hall to start 
the process to create ‘Great 
Barford in Bloom’! The project 
was instigated by the Parish 
Council with a plan to plant 
1,600 King Alfred Daffodil 
bulbs throughout the main 
access points to the village in 
year one and a further 1,000 
bulbs each year over the next 
5-10 years.

The project was sponsored 
by Bedford Borough Council 
and Roxton Garden Centre. 
Funding was sourced through 
the Borough Council Ward 
Fund to purchase bulbs and 
trowels.
On arrival the volunteers were issued with hi-vis jackets, spades, trowels and a bag of 
bulbs, directing them to planting areas. The sun shone making it a fun morning for the 
families who got involved. Squeals of laughter from the children made it all worthwhile. 
Bulbs planted the volunteers were invited back to the Village Hall for a ‘thankyou’ coffee/
hot chocolate with marshmallows and cakes, which went down extremely well.

A big THANK YOU from the Parish Council to all who volunteered, now we wait patiently 
until Spring when our village should have a wonderful show of daffodils and the volunteers 
can say with pride ‘we planted those bulbs’! 

Not forgetting a big THANK YOU to the group who planted many young trees (whips) 
around the Jubilee Play area. 

We look forward to seeing you again next year for phase two! Bring your friends, it’s fun!
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Great Barford in Bloom!

16  thebarfordbugle                                                                                                                        Spring 2018   



Great Barford in Bloom!
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Great Barford Primary Academy

Cbeebies star Rory Crawford
 visits local school

Children’s TV star Rory Crawford visited 
Great Barford Primary Academy recently for 
a special storytime event.  Over 90 children 
from the local school were enthralled as 
Rory read to them whilst they enjoyed a 
snack of milk and cookies.  

Rory is best known for presenting Cbeebies’ My Pet and Me, with fellow presenter 
Ferne Corrigan, and now presents the brand new show Vet Tales.

Rory also judged a drawing competition, where the children had created pictures of 
their own pets, or ones they dreamed of owning, before presenting the winners with 
a signed story book.  Before he left, he delighted the children by posing for a picture 
with each of them.

Rory said ‘It was a wonderful evening and I had a great time visiting the children at 
Great Barford Primary Academy.  There were so many wonderful drawings entered 
into the competition too, you could see how much time and effort they had put into 
creating them and I found it really difficult to choose the winning pictures.’

Sarah Evans, Head teacher at Great Barford Primary Academy added ‘Thank you to 
Rory for making the event such a great success. It was lovely to see our children from 
across the school sharing a love of books and having so much fun’.

Bedford Blues were delighted to welcome students 
from Great Barford Primary Academy to Goldington 
Road on Tuesday afternoon to meet players and 
coaches as part of the Community ‘Reading and 
Rugby’ scheme.

The programme encourages youngsters to take part 
in small reading groups with a rugby coach before 
heading out onto the field to play tag rugby. One of the most successful Blues 
Community projects, the aim is to inspire children from across Bedfordshire to become 
involved with the game while improving literacy.



Great Barford Primary Academy
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New Head of Community Jon Phillips, who arranged the visit, said: “Our Reading and 
Rugby programme has proven to be extremely popular with all of the kids. Children 
that don’t always get the opportunity to read to a male role model at home on a 
regular basis and students who may have behavioural issues have found the scheme 
very beneficial as we are able to link the values of rugby to being able to read and 
interact with others.

“Our coaches listen and assist them with their reading before taking them out onto 
the field for a fun activity which links tag rugby with the reading. It has been really 
popular with the schools and it’s clear to see that the children who have taken part 
have definitely grown in confidence both in the class room and on the field.”

On Tuesday, around 15 pupils from Great Barford made their way to Goldington Road 
to have a tour of the ground and facilities as well as meeting a host of first team players 
including the likes of Chris Czekaj, Lee Dickson, Dean Adamson and Harry Sheppard.

Sarah Evans, Headteacher of Great Barford Primary Academy, said: “We have been 
working with Bedford Blues Community and the Reading and Rugby project for over 
a year now. As a school with a strong sporting tradition the regular coaching has been 
great, not only developing great skills and opportunities for the children, but the 
staff have found the training invaluable and their skills have also developed. We are 
looking forward to showing off our skills at our next tag rugby tournament.

“The project has made a huge impact on the children’s reading, particularly our more 



reluctant boy readers. Having a 
new role model has really inspired 
and motivated our children and 
great progress has been made.

“The Blues Community, which 
was formed in August 2016, runs a 
range of programmes for children 
of all ages alongside the ‘Reading and Rugby’ programme including breakfast, lunch 
and after school clubs, specialised rugby training, lesson support and tailor-made 
projects with partners. All delivered projects are coached the BLUES way under our 
key pillars framework.

Great Barford Primary Academy

For more information just visit 
www.bedfordrugby.co.uk and click on the community link or 

emailcommunity@bedfordrugby.co.uk
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ANSWERS ON PAGE 29

1.  What is the capital of the Australian state Queensland?

2.  A 'tanner'  was worth what in pre-decimal currency?

3.  In the numerical order of US presidents what number is  Donald Trump?

4.  The Iberian Peninsula comprises which two countries?

5.  Which RAF aeroplane shot down most enemy aircraft in the Battle of Britain in  
 1940?

6.  How many players are there in a Rugby League team?

7.  In which county is Mansfield?

8.  Which company invented the radial tyre?

9.  What is the meat ingredient of Cottage Pie?

10.  Which Prime Minister stated  'You've never had it so good'?

11.  In which year was the Great Fire of London?

12.  During which conflict did correspondent Brian Hanrahan report that:  'I counted  
 them all out and I counted them all back'?

quiz



Great Barford Primary Academy
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Each month we have been very fortunate in having very interesting speakers at our monthly 
meetings:

Our meetings are always varied, and in November we enjoyed ‘Part II of On the Other 
Hand - a Puppets Tale by Angela Collins.  She gave us an entertaining evening of how 
she makes all her puppets from materials given to her, and gave us mini shows using the 
various puppets.  She also related how her husband and herself were evicted from their 
house just a few weeks away to Christmas a few years back, and the battle to eventually 
be given a home to which they are now residing.  December we learnt how ‘The Wartime 
Housewife’ coped with rationing.  All members who attended in January enjoyed a game 
of ‘Crazy Bag Whist’ which enabled quite a few of the newer ladies to get to know other 
members in the WI.  A fun evening was had by all.  Lastly, in February we enjoyed a very 
interesting talk by Suzanne Edgington on ‘Holistic Therapies’ which gave us all an insight 
into the diverse side of this natural type of treatment.  A very interesting lady, who has 22 
years experience in this field.

Several of our members enjoyed a delicious meal at The Anchor here in Great Barford just 
before Christmas, and to start the New Year, members visited Milton Keynes Theatre to 
see ‘Cinderella’ which co-starred Brian Conley and Gok Won who proved to be a hilarious 
duo for this Pantomime.

As usual members participated in outings and activities organised by the County, such 
as Jigsaw Evening, visit to Covent Garden and Burns Night which was held on the actual 
night of this Scottish Event.

As you can see we are quite an active WI who try to provide a varied and interesting 
programme for our members.  

New members and visitors are always welcome at our meetings on the second Tuesday 
of each month at 7.30 pm at Great Barford Bowls Club.

Contact Wendy Cox on 01234 870 516 for further information.

Maureen Munnelly
 

Great Barford W.I.
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Ringing  Remembers

Become a bell ringer in 2018
To commemorate the 1400 bell ringers who died in 
the First World War, the Central Council of Church Bell 
Ringers, together with the Big Ideas Company, and the 
Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, 
have launched a new campaign to recruit 1400 new bell 
ringers. This is a call out to all of us and an opportunity 
for everyone, a chance to make this wonderful ancient 
tradition open to all.

 

Bells rang out for the Armistice
When the bells rang out on the 11th November 
1918 they announced the end of the most 
catastrophic war the world had yet seen. At the 
time, bells were at the heart of the community, 
marking events of great significance and 
communicating to people long before modern 
technology connected us. Bellringing has 
always had a much wider function than its role 
in the church, but most of us today are not 
aware of its broad and inclusive service.

Bell ringers lost their lives
Many bell ringers joined the war effort, and many lost their lives. Just after the war, 
the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers wrote to all bell towers to compile the Roll 
of Honour. At the time 1077 men were reported as lost. More recent research has 
uncovered over 300 ringers who died in service. In total some 1400 bell ringers lost 
their lives in the Great War. A loss to them and their families. A loss to communities.
 Join the project and become a bell ringer today in memory of the 1400 who lost their 
lives. 

http://www.bigideascompany.org/project/ringingremembers/
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Ringing  Remembers

At All Saints’, Great Barford we have a small band 
of ringers to ring our five bells.  We are looking 
for people to join us and learn the art of change-
ringing, which has been practised in this country for 
over three hundred years.  It is open to anyone, from 
teenager to pensioner-age.  All you need is to be 
reasonably physically fit, and to have the enthusiasm 
and commitment to learn a new skill. Bellringing is 
a fascinating hobby and comes with an enjoyable social side of District meetings, 
outings, teas and pub visits.  Once you have mastered the art, you will find a warm 
welcome in any of the hundreds of ringing towers up and down the country.

We practise on Tuesday evenings at the Church, from 7.30pm to 9pm.  On the fourth 
Tuesday of each month we hold the practice at Roxton Church, which also has five 
bells.  We ring for occasional Sunday services in the Benefice, and weddings and 
funerals. We do hope that some of you will be inspired by the "Ringing Remembers” 
campaign to come and learn to ring in time for Armistice Day 2018, the hundredth 
anniversary of the end of the First World War.

For more information,  please contact 
Chris Branch (01234 870 982/ 07733 004173) or Vivienne Johnson 

(01234 871590 /07748 446 455), 
or come along to the church on practice night.
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Great Barford Village Hall

History
Great Barford Village Hall is an integral part of the village of Great Barford, it is a not 
for profit Charity which is run by a team of volunteers who meet every other month to 
conduct village business. Built in 1996 it is a modern well equipped building comprising 
of a kitchen, large main hall and stage with an integral PA system. There is also a smaller 
room adjacent to the main hall and both rooms benefit from access to the bar. The village 
hall also has male and female changing facilities and has excellent disabled access.

The primary aim of the Village Hall Committee is to provide a local facility fit for purpose 
which is available to local village groups to use we presently have several groups ranging 
from toddlers and guides through to dance and sports groups. The Committee also accept 
bookings from outside the village as these subsidise the cost of the hall to village groups.

Recent Improvement Projects
The hall being over 20 years old, it is now in need of some refurbishment. Over the past 
18 months the Committee has overseen the following improvements:

• the refurbished ladies’ toilets
• the hall lights from fluorescent bulbs to LED lights, increasing lux levels and   
 saving on the cost of utilities – emergency lighting has also been upgraded to   
 meet H&S standards, our grateful thanks to the Harpur Trust for funding
• the main hall curtains and vertical blinds in the meeting room/bar area have both  
 been replaced with the support of the Borough Council Ward Fund
• replacement of tables and chairs in the meeting room/bar area – Borough   
 Council Ward Funding has been agreed
• replacement waste bins and the newly laid hard standing for the bins, situated   
 behind the hall

The Committee are now investigating the cost of renewing the existing kitchen units and 
equipment which need urgent replacement. Also, the replacement of strip lighting to LED 
in the meeting room/bar area plus external lights.

As a Charity the Village Hall Association is dependent on fund raising and applying for 
Funding Grants to make the changes. Unfortunately, this process takes a considerable 
amount of time and effort by the committee members., however we will continue to apply 
for funding to upgrade the hall. 

The Village Hall is an asset to the village, thank you for the continued support.

If you have any comments or suggestions regarding the hall, 
please send to Noreen Byrne email: noreen@noreenandterry.com
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Great  Barford  Village  Hall

The village hall is located in Fishers Close, Great Barford and is a wonderful modern building 
capable of hosting a variety of functions from community events and wedding receptions 
through to badminton and children’s parties.

The hall is licensed to hold 150 people seated in the main hall and 30 people in the smaller 
meeting room, both rooms are available to hire collectively or individually and have the benefit 
of being serviced by a bar and there is a well-appointed kitchen available for hirer’s use. 

The hall is managed by a volunteer Committee who meet bi-monthly for an hour and half 
to discuss matters relating to its operation including finance, bookings and health and safety 
matters. If you are interested in joining the Committee please feel free to contact us via the 
enquiry form on the website. 

Want  to  hire  the  hall?
Check the availability by visiting our website diary and make enquiries using the enquiry page, 
our bookings Secretary will then respond to your enquiry and answer any questions you may 
have. 

Hire Rates: £10/hr for the meeting room; £18/hr for the main hall (£25/hr after 4pm on 
Saturdays).  

FRIDAY NIGHTS – the BAR is open to the whole community

Everyone is welcome at the hall on most Friday evenings when the BAR is open from 8pm to 
close

AND we’re on Facebook
just type in 
Great Barford Village Hall !

Regular  Activities  and  Classes:
Mondays  Keep Fit (7.30-8.30pm) 
Tuesdays  Tots & Teenies 
  (9.45-11.30am); 
  Tots Dance (1.30-2.30pm); 
  Brownies (6.00-7.30pm)

Parish Council Meetings (3rd Tuesday every 
month)

Wednesdays Melody Makers (9.30-11.30am); 
  Guides (7.00-8.30pm)
Thursdays Pure-Core Pilates Class 
  (10.30-11.30am);    
  Slimming World (6.45-9.15pm)
Fridays  Swingsters Freestyle Dance Club  
  (2nd Friday every month) 

www.greatbarfordvh.org
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Local GP's Surgery & Walk-In Centres

        The Surgery
        16 Silver Street
        Great Barford
        MK44 3HX

       01234 870 325

       0845 8500734 Out of Hours

Opening Hours:
Monday to Friday   
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

Telephone Monday to Friday  
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30

Non Registered Patients 
Opening Hours
(outside these hours, patients are advised 

to contact their own registered GP) 
Monday to Friday 
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00
Saturday & Sunday 
09:00 - 16:00

            St Neots 
             Health Centre
       24 Moores Walk
       St Neots
       PE19 1AG

       01480 219 317        

        Putnoe 
              Medical Centre
       93 Queens Drive
       Putnoe
       Bedford
       MK41 9LE

       01234 319992

Opening Hours: 
The Walk-In Centre is open 
from 08:00 - 18:30 

7 days a week 
365 days a year

Answers

1. Brisbane
2. Sixpence
3. 45
4. Spain, Portugal
5. Hawker hurricane
6. 13
7. Nottinghamshire
8. Michelin
9. Beef
10. Harrold McMillan
11. 1666
12. Falklands war

To advertise in the Barford Bugle 
please contact the Parish Clerk at 

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Prices for advertising in the Barford Bugle for 
four consecutive editions are:

Back Cover: 
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside: 
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00
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Reporting Faults

If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of 
Bedford Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:

Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including 
signage, report to the Highways Helpdesk:

01234   718 003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk

Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning, 
flytipping, waste collection and graffiti contact:

01234  718 060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk

Dog Warden contact:

01234  718 009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please 
contact the Borough Council and 
they will advise you as to which 
department can help.
01234  267 422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the 
specific services of the Borough Council and contact details:

www.bedford.gov.uk

If you see a faulty streetlight with a 
PC number please report it to the 

Parish Clerk. 

For any faults or issues with the 
graveyard, village green, playing 

field, jubilee play area, allotments or 
areas of open space please contact 

the Parish Clerk.

If you are not sure who is responsible 
or if you need help or advice with 
reporting items please contact the 

Parish Clerk on: 

01234 870245 or 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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Snow Photos Around the Village
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Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk   
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call  us now  for a free,  no obligation quotation!

NIGHTS
at the Village Hall in Fishers Close
Bar open from 7pm.  Quiz starts 7.30pm

Teams of up to 4, but if you’re on your own or a twosome,
please come and we’ll find you a team.

£7 per person  (includes supper)

Friday 18th May 

Fund Raising for the 2018 Fun Day

To register
your Team, 
call Louise 
on 870443


