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A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated 
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance + Tree Felling
and Tree Care + Sectional Dismantling

+ Crown Reduction/Thinning + Dead Wood Removed
+ Hedges Reduced and Trimmed + Tree Planting
+ Fruit Tree Pruning + Member of the Royal
+ Fully insured and Skilled Arborist Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote

Telephone: 01234 828895 Mobile: 07949 368374
Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk www.treespecific.co.uk
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RIVER WARDENS SCHEME

Wildlife Trust Bcn
Penelope Chaney

Water For Wildlife Officer
(Bedfordshire)

penelope.chaney@wildlifebcn.org
01234 364213

BRCC
Richard Lawrence

Ecologist
richard@bedsrcc.org.uk

01234 832618

http://ubocp.org.uk/get-involved/river-wardens/

Facebook grp “River Wardens (Upper & Bedford Ouse)”

https://facebook.com/groups/362701640779502/
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James Rudgley       37 Brook Lane              01234 870003 

Noreen Byrne        14 Fishers Close            01234 871919 

Derrick Folbigg       25 Maltings Way          01234 870032 

Ann Lovesey        43 Green End Rd   01234 870693 

Di Ames        123 Chapel Field   01234 870251

Siobhan Vincent       33 Brook Lane         01234 870292 

Stuart Southall        Home Farm, Bedford Rd 01234 870333 

Graham Pendrey      44 Brook Lane   01234 870139 

Chris Hutton        01234 870245 

Tim Wood        07703 569919

COUNCILLOR CONTACT DETAILS

GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council Office
College Farm
59 High Street
Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3JJ
(by appointment only)

       01234 870245 
       clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
       www.greatbarford.org.uk

OFFICE OPENING TIMES:
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
09.15 am to 12.30 pm

(subject to change due to training, 
Council commitments and holiday)

an answerphone is available if calling 
outside of the office hours. 

Submit Your P hoto!
The Bugle Committee is 
always looking for seasonal 
photographs from around the 
village to place on the cover 
of the Bugle. If you would 
like to submit a photograph, 
please contact the Clerk at:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Contributions for the next 
Issue of the Bugle should 
be sent to the Parish Clerk 
before 4th September 2017.
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Annual Parish Meeting 2017 
I am fortunate in our village that we have a comprehensive 
website and Facebook page, both constantly updating 
Parish Council information and notices.  The minutes of the 
Parish Council meetings are posted on the website and also 
readily available from the Clerk.

This makes an annual report easy, as all that happens in 
the previous year has already been well documented.  The 

Councillors however do not always have it easy.  During the year there are always 
issues, planning applications, broken trees, overgrown hedges, anti-social parking, 
pot holes and the list goes on, to discuss at Full Council and Committee meetings.

The Council also has opportunities to spend money, usually obtained through 
a Community Infrastructure Levy from new housing projects.  It is customary that 
the Council reaches out to the Village for suggestions on how to spend it on local 
projects, it is after all funds for the benefit of the Village as a whole.

I would therefore, like to take this opportunity to thank, on behalf of the Village and 
myself, my fellow Councillors on their sterling work during meetings, and site visits 
around the village.  Not wanting to single out and Committee in particular but I do 
feel the Neighbourhood Plan team, made up of Councillors and Parishioners are 
doing a fantastic job and I am sure we all look forward to the results.

Special thanks must go to the Clerk, I am sure Councillors will join me in congratulating 
Anne by the way she calmly keeps us informed, in order and the way she more than 
ably deals with Parishioners queries on village matters.

I’ll close by recommending to the Village that a close eye is kept on The Barford 
Bugle, noticeboards, website and Facebook page, and that all our meetings are 
open to the public, please attend, you’ll never know how you may sometimes be 
able to step up and help in some way.

Jim Rudgley
Chair

CHAIR’S REPORT
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CARING FOR OUR GRAVEYARD AND GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE 

The closed graveyard, graveyard and both Gardens of Remembrance are 
maintained by the Parish Council.  The Parish Council is committed to providing 
a pleasant and peaceful area for visitors to sit and reflect.  A maintenance 
project is currently underway in the new Garden of Remembrance to remove 
the thyme around the memorial stones and replace it with gravel.  Further work 
will be undertaken in the near future to provide more interment spaces in this 
Garden of Remembrance.  

The Parish Council asks that if you visit the graveyard or the Garden of 
Remembrance that you adhere to the Graveyard Regulations and to the 
guidelines below regarding the use of and care of the area.  A precis of the 
Regulations can be found on the noticeboard in the graveyard. 

1) Planting is allowed on graves but must not exceed the boundaries of 
the burial space and must not exceed two feet in height.  No trees or shrubs 
may be planted. 

2) Please only place flowers, in non-breakable containers, by the memorial 
stone.  This will assist the gardener when mowing the grass.

3) Do not mow or strim the grass in any part of the graveyard or use 
any machinery.  All maintenance and gardening is carried out by contractors 
employed by the Parish Council, who have the necessary insurance in place.

4) Do not remove plants from the Garden of Remembrance or remove turf 
from around grave spaces in the graveyard.  

5) Please do not plant any bulbs or plants around the interment spaces in 
the Garden of Remembrance.  

6) Please remove flowers once they have faded and ornaments or vases 
if they become broken.

 
If you would like any further information 

please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Clerk; 
01234 870245

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk           www.greatbarford.org.uk



06     THE BARFORD Bugle                                                                 SUMMER 2017   

BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE 

Local Plan 2035

Since our last report, the Council has undertaken its latest consultation on proposed 
sites for development under its Local Plan 2035.  Great Barford has been designated a 
‘Group 1’ village and has an allocation of 500 new dwellings.  The consultation set out 
3 options for sites to accommodate this level of development, as per the below tables 
taken from the report:

The consultation ended on the 9th June and we understand that many residents and the 
Parish Council gave their views.  
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BOROUGH COUNCILLORS’ UPDATE - MARCH 17 

Black Cat / A428

Highways England held a consultation between the 6th March – 23rd April 2017 on 
proposals to improve the Black Cat roundabout and provide a new dual carriageway to 
Caxton Gibbet. 

The consultation document put forward 3 options for consideration for the A428 and 3 
options to upgrade the Black Cat roundabout, as set out in the consultation document 
which can be seen on the Highways England website (search ‘Highways England Black 
Cat’).  Each of the three options for the Black Cat will benefit Great Barford by improving 
the efficiency of the junction and therefore end the rat running through the village 
caused by the congestion on the East-bound bypass.  A decision on the preferred option 
will be made this summer.

Special Constables

Bedfordshire Police is undertaking a recruitment drive to 
bolster its cohort of Special Constables.

Special Constables are volunteers who have the same 
powers as Police Constables, including powers of arrest 
and the ability to stop vehicles.  They must volunteer for 
a minimum of 16 hours a month.  There are currently 250 
Special Constables in Bedfordshire.

For more information call 07590 465193 or 
email BeSpecial@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk.  

Further details can also be found at :
http://www.bedfordshire.police.uk/recruitment/
special_constables.aspx 

Cllr Stephen Moon
01234 870 061 / stephen.moon@bedford.gov.uk

Cllr Sheryl Corp
07734 888 988 / sheryl.corp@bedford.gov.uk 
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GBPC NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 

We are progressing with our 
Neighbourhood Plan for Great 
Barford. The Neighbourhood Plan 
Team have been busy working with all 
the evidence data we have collected 
so far, and in particular, the results 
for last year’s Questionnaire/Survey. 
This has been rolled up into Vision/
Aim Statements and Objectives to 
represent the parishioners’ views. 
These were finalised ready for 
presentation on the Neighbourhood 
Plan Stand at the Village Fun Day on 
17 June 2017.

All the information was printed as posters, and exhibited on our display boards. 
We also produced a map with a compilation of the 3 Options of site groupings for 
Great Barford, taken from the Bedford Borough Council’s recent Local Plan 2035 
Consultation April 2017.

Visitors to the NP Stand were invited to discuss the material, and to “vote” for their 
favoured possible development Sites/Areas.

- Over half (51% to 56%) of the votes were for land between New Road and Addingtons 
Road   ( L, M, N & O ).

- With between 18% to 36% for land north of Bedford Road ( A, B, C, D, E & F ).

It is interesting that:
- the in-fills between Roxton Road and Addingtons Road ( J & K ) only attracted 18% 
each,
- the land at Silver Street ( I ) only having 10%,
- and the land north of Roxton Road ( G & H ) was least favoured, with less than 8% 
total.

This information can now be taken forward to the next stage, to help create policies 
and propose the parcels of land most favoured for any potential future development 
to support the BBC Local Plan 2035.
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GBPC NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN UPDATE 
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In March our speaker was George Howe who gave us a slide show and talk on 
Switzerland by train.  We saw some amazing pictures of this beautiful country.

In April we were given a talk and slide show about the River Ouse in Great Barford 
and surrounding areas, and learned a few things about the habitat etc of this great 
river.

May was our AGM and we were very pleased that our President Wendy Cox agreed 
to stand once again for another year.  

Deborah Brady gave us a talk about her experiences of being a Female in Fleet 
Street.  A very interesting speaker giving us an insight into her experiences as 
a camera person for the newspaper ‘Today’ covering various stories. A very 
interesting lady.

We have several outings to look forward to and of course the usual visits to Milton 
Keynes Theatre.

New members and visitors are always welcome at our meetings on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm at Great Barford Bowls Club.

Contact Wendy Cox on 01234 870516 for further information.

Maureen Munnelly

GREAT BARFORD W.I

GREAT  BARFORD  SCOUT  GROUP

We are currently looking for volunteers to help 
with both the Scout and Explorer sections of the group.

Scouts is for children aged 10 1/2 – 14 and they meet on a Tuesday. 
Explorers is for young people aged 14 – 18 and they meet on a Wednesday.

We are also looking for support on the Group executive. They meet once every two 
months and are there to ensure the sections have the support and resources they need to 

run active programmes for our members.

If you have been involved with Scouting previously or are completely new to Scouting but 
have an interest in supporting and would like more information then please contact Stuart 
Andrews on gbsgmembership@gmail.com 
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Over the late May Bank Holiday, 
Partnership members old and 
many new, enjoyed the latest 
twinning weekend to Wöllstein. 
The warm sunshine matched 
the warmth of our hosts and 
it was wonderful to see so 
many new families, including 
a number with young children, 
enjoying their first taste of 
what the Partnership has to 
offer – a unique opportunity 
to experience German life and 
culture at its best.      

The weekend began with a welcome reception in the village hall on Friday 
morning, at the end of an overnight coach journey - superbly managed for 
us by local firm Chiltern Travel and a great way to get to know each other 
better as a group. We were then free to rest and enjoy time with our hosts 
until the official Partnership dinner on Saturday evening. 

The festivities commenced with an impressive African dance display by 
a local girl’s dance troupe. Eight members of Great Barford’s very own 
choir - The Alma Singers -then performed a selection of songs from their 
repertoire and were blown away by the warm reception. As usual the 
delicious local wines (or beer of course) were enjoyed with the meal and 
we were honoured by the attendance of both the region’s Wine Queen 

WOLLSTEIN REPORT



12     THE BARFORD Bugle                                                                 SUMMER 2017   

and Princess who treated us 
to a post dinner wine tasting 
session and a chance to learn 
more about the  wines of the 
Rheinhessen area.     

On Sunday some of us enjoyed 
a wagon ride around the scenic 
local vineyards and a picnic 
lunch while others had a free 
day with their host families. 
One of the great things about 
any Partnership w/e is the combination of shared experiences when 
we come together as a group, coupled with the unique and personal 
experiences that we have with our individual host families. The region 
has so much to offer – every year there are new places to visit as well 
as old favourites to return to. This year, with temperatures in the 30’s, for 
some of us it just had to be to Wöllstein’s superb outdoor swimming pool.  

On Monday a trip to the 
beautiful city of Heidelberg 
was organised for us, 
including a guided tour and 
some free time to explore 
the city independently. 

The weekend finished as 
usual with the traditional 
Games Night, but our 
German friends had given 
the young people from the 
local secondary school the 

opportunity to invent a selection of fun new games in which to compete 
for the trophy. After a very entertaining and quite hilarious evening I have 
to admit that, after a 7 year run of Great Barford bringing home the prize, 

WOLLSTEIN REPORT
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WOLLSTEIN REPORT

our hosts were victorious 
on this occasion. However 
we can hardly begrudge 
them their triumph after 
the amazing hospitality 
we enjoyed from start to 
finish.     

I hope this will give you 
some idea of what we’re 
all about. We would very 
much like to share this 
experience with new 

members and it is open to all, whether you live in Great Barford or not. 
If you would like to get in touch please contact either Sally Lawman 
(870985 - sally@paullawman.free-online.co.uk) or John Vincent (870171).  

You can also visit our new website greatbarfordtwinning.org.uk or visit 
our Facebook page.

Tractor Tour of the famous 
“red hill” which derives 
from its soil – Rotliegendes, 
a mixture of ... vine-clad 
“red slope” that overlooks 
the Rhine in Nierstein and 
Nackenheim, south of Mainz.
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WOLLSTEIN REPORT

The Wöllsteiners’ reciprocal visit here in May 2018 will mark the 
Partnership’s 40th Anniversary year so will be a very special one.

Finally, a quick reminder that our annual Family Halloween Barn Dance 
will be on Friday 27th October and on 30th September we are holding our 
inaugural Race Night. Details to follow nearer the time but do please keep 
these dates in mind – they should both be a lot of fun.

Directional welly wanging, 
concentrated effort by this 
dedicated player from Great 
Barford, not that it did us 
much good!!! 

K.E. JONES
PLUMBING & HEATING

TEL. 01234  870869

design and print by 

www.bespokemedia.org     01234   720   105
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WOLLSTEIN REPORT
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GREAT BARFORD SLIMMERS RAISE OVER £1500 FOR CHARITY!

Every Year Slimming World run a campaign alongside Cancer Research UK where 
members donate all the clothes they have slimmed out of. Last year the company 
raised £2.1m and are going all out to smash that target this year hoping to raise 
over £3m.

Sian, who runs the Slimming World group at Great Barford Village Hall, has been 
encouraging her members to donate as many bags of clothes as possible. The 
group managed a total of 43 bags. Each bag is worth an average of £35 including 
gift aid. 

Sian says ‘This charity is very close to my heart and I know every one of my 
members will have had cancer affect them in some way. So we are thrilled with 
the total we raised.’ 

These bags were taken to the Cancer Research shop in Biggleswade where they 
were greatly appreciated. 

SLIMMING WORLD
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VILLAGE FUN DAY 2017

The seventh annual Village Fun Day took place on Saturday, June 
17th. This year the theme was ‘all the fun of the fair’, and there were 
many attractions: Mini Go-Karts, a Climbing Wall, a fairground ‘Cups and 
Saucers’ ride, an Inflatable Assault Slide and a Soft Play area. There was 
a Golf Challenge provided by Beadlow Manor and an ‘Animal Encounters’ 
tent, where children could handle some birds, mini-beasts and reptiles. 
Our local ‘Party Doctor’, Phil Lack, provided the music and P.A. system. 
Phil kept us all entertained and informed throughout the day, doing a 
brilliant job!     

The fine weather attracted lots of visitors, both from near and far. The 
many village clubs and organisations were there with their various stalls 
and games: Alban School, the Lower School, the Cricket Club, the W.I., All 
Saints’ Church, the Alma Singers, Brownies and Guides, the Bowls Club, 
Tots and Teenies and the Wollstein Partnership, with support also from 
the Village Shop, Southall’s Butchers and Gunns’ Bakery.  The Big Raffle 
had many prizes to give away, and was very popular. 

All that fun in the sun made us hungry and thirsty, so fortunately there 
was a lot of food and drink on offer! Southalls ran a barbecue selling 
delicious beefburgers and hot dogs.   Cold drinks were available on 
several stalls, as well as from the Bar and the Pimms Tent.  The All Saints’ 
Church volunteers put on tea and cakes in the Hall, where background 
music was provided by our own 4-String Ukelele Band.     

We were entertained in the outside arena by performances from local 
classes, starting with Caroline Owen (electric violinist) and the pupils 
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VILLAGE FUN DAY 2017

of her Strings Academy, followed by Nisha Vyas-Myall with some of 
the children who attend her Street Dance and Musical Theatre classes.   
These performances were warmly received by the many spectators.

We would like to thank everyone involved with the organisation of the 
2017 Fun Day, without whose efforts it would not have happened.  We are 
grateful to the many people who attended our fund-raising ‘Quiz Nights’ 
throughout the year, enabling us to buy in the outside attractions. Thanks 
are also due to those who donated prizes for the Raffle and to the whole 
community for attending and making the event such a success.  We look 
forward to seeing you all again next year!

1st

fundraising
Quiz

for 2018 Fun Day will be on

Friday  15th  September  2017
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annual

funday

VILLAGE FUN DAY 2017
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VILLAGE FUN DAY 2017
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VILLAGE FUN DAY 2017
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VILLAGE FUN DAY 2017



SUMMER 2017                                                                                     THE BARFORD Bugle     23

VILLAGE HALL

The Village Hall is located in Fishers Close, 
Great Barford and is a wonderful modern 
building capable of hosting a variety of 
functions from community events and 
wedding receptions to children’s parties as 
the size of the hall can easily hold a large 
bouncy castle and there’s plenty of room for 
sports activities.

The hall is licensed to hold 150 people 
seated in the main hall and 30 people in the smaller meeting room, both rooms are 
available to hire collectively or individually and have the benefit of being serviced by 
a bar and there is a well-appointed kitchen available for hirer’s use.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE for availability, or make an enquiry via our ENQUIRY FORM 
directly to our Bookings Secretary, who will respond promptly and answer any 
questions you may have.   Alternatively, send an email directly to Louise Geary at 
ggeared@gmail.com

Hire Rates:  £10/hr for the meeting room; £18/hr for the main hall 
  (£25/hr after 4pm on Saturdays).  

Regular Activities:
Tuesdays Tots & Teenies; Children’s Dance Class; Brownies; PC meetings 
Wednesdays Melody Makers; Guides
Thursdays Pure-Core Pilates Class ; Slimming World
Fridays  Swingsters Freestyles Friday (2nd Friday) 
Saturdays Irish Dancing
 
Other Regular Village Events throughout the year include Friday Quiz nights, Village 
FUN DAY, October Craft Fayre, Wollstein Partnership events, and a number of 
Charity Events.

Don’t forget the BAR is open to the whole community on most Friday evenings 
from 8pm.

The hall is managed by a volunteer Committee who meet bi-monthly to discuss 
operational matters.  We are presently making grant applications for financial 
help to improve the hall’s facilities and would welcome new members to our 
committee to help with this.  If you are interested in joining the committee, please 
contact us by using the Enquiry form on the website.

www.greatbarfordvh.org
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A visit to Frosts at Willington Garden and Home will inspire and 
give you an abundance of wonderful ideas for your garden, whether 
you are an enthusiastic novice or an experienced gardener this is the 

perfect place for you. You will enjoy outstanding service from our 
knowledgeable team and a unique shopping experience.

Whilst gardening is our fi rst love we also have beautiful giftware, 
leisure and clothing departments. Our exceptional new Garden 

Room Restaurant serves fresh, home cooked food daily and is the 
perfect place to relax and unwind.

Frosts at Willington Garden Centre
Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford, 
MK44 3QP,  Tel: 01234 838777

www.frostsgroup.com

Inspiring 
Gardeners
since 1973...

Inspiring 
Frosts at Willington 
Garden and Home 
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Do  you  have  any  achievements,  stories, 
photographs  that  you  think  would  be  of  interest 
to  the  local  community  and  that  you  would like  
to  share?

IS  THERE ANYTHING IN PARTICULAR THAT YOU WOULD 
L IKE TO SEE INCLUDED IN THE
  

Please get in contact with the Parish Clerk at clerk@greatbarford.org.uk, 
01234 870245.  We’d love to hear from you.

The Bugle Team

BARFORD BugleTHE

Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter 

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5. 

C o n ta c t  N i cc i  :  0 7 9 7 0 1 1 4 0 3 0  o r  L a u ra :  0 7 7 7 1  5 1 1 2 5 0

TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL
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UNITY CHURCH OF ENGLAND MULTI ACADEMY TRUST

As you will be aware a stakeholder 
consultation was carried out between 21st 
March and 28th April 2017 considering two 
alternative proposals for education in Great 
Barford: 
 
- One Primary School across both sites 
accommodating pupils from Year R to Year 6 
- One Primary School ‘Plus’ across both sites 
accommodating pupils from Year R to Year 8 
 
The stakeholder combined response, along 
with the Unity CEMAT Board recommendation and business plan, was submitted to the 
Diocese for consideration.  

Whilst the consultation responses favoured a Primary Plus School, the analysis of the 
business case showed that this model was not financially viable due to the two tier 
changes in both Bedford Borough and Sandy. 

The Diocese of St Albans Board of Education approved the resolution to move towards 
one Church of England Primary School serving the children of Great Barford and the 
surrounding area. They recognised that in doing this that Alban CE Academy would 
close. 

Great Barford Lower School converted to an academy and joined Unity CEMAT on 
1st June 2017.  Great Barford Primary Academy is soon to assume Church of England 
status.  

Great Barford Primary Academy will remain, providing a single school serving Years R 
to 6 as well as a pre-school provision. There will be no Year 7 and 8 provision in Great 
Barford from September 2018.   From September 2018 Great Barford Primary Academy 
(GBPA) will deliver a one form entry Primary Education across the two existing sites. 
The school will also offer a pre-school provision catering for children from 2 years and 
9 months to 4 years old. 

Mrs Sarah Evans remains as the Headteacher of GBPA and is working closely with 
governors, the MAT Board and Mr Chris Chipperton from Alban Academy to plan the 
future structure of the Primary School. 
 
What does this mean for children currently attending schools in Great Barford? 
  
Current Y3 Pupils (Y4 in 2017-18) 
 Those children moving to Year 4 in September 2017 and those in the years following 
will continue at Great Barford Primary Academy until the end of their Year 6 when they 
will transfer to secondary school for Year 7 through the normal admissions process. The 
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1ST GREAT BARFORD GUIDES 

Great Barford Lower School uniform will remain unchanged apart from the name on the 
sweatshirt; older versions will still be able to be worn. 

Current Y4 Pupils (Y5 in 2017-18) 
 Those children transferring to Year 5 in Alban Academy in September 2017 will become 
the first Year 6 cohort at Great Barford Primary Academy in September 2018. The two 
schools are working together closely to ensure that the transitions are as smooth as 
possible. Alban Academy uniform will continue to be worn in this year group in both Year 
5 and Year 6. Transfer to secondary school for Year 7 will be done through the normal 
admissions process.  

Current Y5 Pupils (Y6 in 2017-18) 
Pupils will stay at Alban in Year 6 until July 2018. During the 2017-2018 academic year 
application for entry into Year 7 at a secondary school will need to be made through 
the Local Authority’s admissions process. Pupils living in Great Barford will have access 
to Mark Rutherford School (nearest Bedford Borough school) and Sandy Upper School 
(nearest school); both of these options will have a transport entitlement. Parents of other 
pupils will make application to their nearest secondary school if they wish to use the 
transport entitlement and/or can express a preference for any other school with a Year 
7 intake although these will not have a transport entitlement. Despite attempts to find a 
solution, Samuel Whitbread Academy will not have a Year 7 entry. 

 Current Y6 Pupils (Y7 in 2017-18) 
Pupils can move into Year 7 and stay at Alban until July 2018. During the 2017-2018 
academic year application for entry into Year 8 at a secondary school will need to be 
made through the Local Authority’s admissions process. Pupils living in Great Barford will 
have access to Mark Rutherford School (nearest Bedford Borough school) and Sandy 
Upper School (nearest school); both of these options will have a transport entitlement. 
Parents of other pupils will make application to their nearest secondary school if they 
wish to use the transport entitlement or can express a preference for any other school 
with a Year 8 entry or space in that year group although these will not have a transport 
entitlement. Despite attempts to find a solution, Samuel Whitbread Academy will not 
have a Year 8 entry. 

Current Y7 Pupils (Y8 in 2017-18) 
Pupils can move into Year 8 and stay at Alban until July 2018. During the 2017-2018 
academic year application for entry into Year 9 at a secondary school will need to be 
made through the Local Authority’s admissions process. Pupils living in Great Barford will 
have access to Mark Rutherford School (nearest Bedford Borough school) and Sandy 
Upper School (nearest school); both of these options will have a transport entitlement. 
Parents of other pupils will make application to their nearest secondary school if they 
wish to use the transport entitlement and/or can express a preference for any other 
school with a Year 9 entry although these will not have a transport entitlement; this 
includes Samuel Whitbread Academy.



 
 
 
 
 

@Roxton Garden Centre MK44 3DY 
 

Fruit, Vegetables, Meat, Eggs,  
Bread, Honey & Homemade  

Preserves, Quiches ,Cakes, Sauces,  
Oils, Cheese, Crayfish fishcakes,  
Dog Treats, locally crafted items  

and much more. 
 

Open Thurs 11-4, Fri 9-5 
Sat 9-5, Sun 10-4. 

07522 559010 

3 10 year insurance backed guarantee
3 A rated glass
3 No salesman
3 Local, reliable company
3 Competitive prices

T:  01767 765440
E:  sales@i-glaze.co.uk
W: www.i-glaze.co.uk

CALLUSTODAY!

Windows | Doors | Conservatories 
replacement glass | repairs | and more
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BOWLS REPORT

What is going on in your bowls club?

At the time of going to press we were preparing for our annual OPEN DAY 
and official opening of the new extension on Saturday 24th June. This 
year is special because it is the 40th anniversary of the Ladies Section. 
With all manner of activities planned and strawberries, cream and scones 
for afternoon tea, burgers and liquid refreshments, we hope it was an 
event to remember. 

The next major event is the Ladies County Bowls Match with Bedfordshire 
vs Northamptonshire on Thursday 20th July. Come and watch the cream 
of Ladies County bowls in a local derby at one of the premier village bowls 
clubs in the Bedford area (Great Barford Bowls Club, of course). Play starts 

at 2:30 and spectators are welcome.

Talking county bowls, in the last report I forgot 
to mention that Maz Lyon is the Unbadged 
County Champion for 2016. Well done Maz! 
It shows what can be done just by getting 
involved. The club is well into the season and 
we have already played a number of friendly 
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and competitive games. The competitive leagues still ring with our success 
mostly by the aptly named ‘A’ team (3rd in division 4, men’s EAST BEDS 
league) and our Over 60’s Millicent Childs League players (3rd place). 
The men’s B team is having less success in the East Beds League but is 
already through to the third round of the knockout cup. However, we pride 
ourselves in being a sociable club so we enjoy our friendly games and 
encourage every member to take part regardless of ability or experience. 

So if we are doing so well why do we want you to join us? We are a 
friendly group of players who have worked hard to create one of the 
best appointed bowls clubs in the area. We enjoy our pastime and the 
company it gives us. We have developed from a village bowling green 
to a community sports club. Bowls is still our main sport since it provides 
the ideal exercise for our 40-90 year old members. We constantly need 
new members from complete novices to county champions, young and 
old. You may have had a leaflet through your letter box a while ago with 
information about the game and the club. Give it and us a try. 

Much work has been done by the members to augment and complete 
the building works. Inevitably, there is always more that can be done and 
we are pleased to announce that we have been successful in our bid for 
another grant to put the last touches on the refurbishment of the facilities. 
Visit us any Friday from 6 to 9 pm to see what has been achieved. This 
is our “Open Evenings and roll-ups” so you can come along, see how the 
club has changed, try your hand at bowling if you like, stop for a chat with 
tea/coffee or something from our bar. If you are going to try your hand at 
the sport all we ask is that you wear flat-soled shoes. We have bowls of all 
sizes for you to choose from. Just turn up. You will be welcome. So pop it 
in your diary to pop in on a Friday at 6 pm! Hope to see you there. 

For more information about bowls give me 
(Joe Lound-Keast) a call on 01234 871723. 

BOWLS REPORT
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BOWLS REPORT

There are other social events to come so look out 
for quiz nights, coffee mornings, games evenings 
and lots of other fun activities. We will advertise 
these events so that, even if you do not take up 
the game, you will find leisure and social activities 
at Great Barford Bowls Club. 

You can keep in touch with the club’s website: 
www.greatbarfordbowlsclub.org.uk 

and through our facebook page.

Now that the building works are complete we are again advertising our 
new improved pavilion available for hire for meetings and events. 

For details of charges and availability please contact our Booking Officer, 
Jennie Oyston on 01767 640311 or 07703 650616. The club’s website 
also contains photographs of the pavilion and further information. 

For something different and with a newly constructed deluxe piste, 
PETANQUE (FRENCH BOULE) has become a well-supported 
sport at the club. 

We are always looking for new members 
to try their hand. 

For details contact :
Beryl Seymour 01767 448526. 



LOCAL GP’S SURGERY & WALK-IN CENTRES

        THE SURGERY
        16 Silver Street
        Great Barford
        MK44 3HX

       01234 870 325 

       0845 8500734 Out of Hours

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday   
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

Telephone Monday to Friday  
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30

NON REGISTERED PATIENTS 
OPENING HOURS
(outside these hours, patients are advised 

to contact their own registered GP) 
Monday to Friday 
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00
Saturday & Sunday 
09:00 - 16:00

       ST NEOTS 
       HEALTH CENTRE
       24 Moores Walk
       St Neots
       PE19 1AG

       01480 219 317 
       

MOBILE LIBRARY
  
Addingtons Road  14:15 – 14:35
Maltings Way  14:40 – 15:00
Green End Road 15:05 – 15:25
Brookside  15:30 – 15:55
Silver Street  16:00 – 16:30

7th and 21st August

        PUTNOE 
       MEDICAL CENTRE
       93 Queens Drive
       Putnoe
       Bedford
       MK41 9LE

       01234 319992

OPENING HOURS: 
The Walk-In Centre is open 
from 08:00 - 18:30 

7 days a week 
365 days a year

 32     THE BARFORD Bugle                                                               SUMMER 2017  



REPORTING FAULTS

If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of 
Bedford Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:

Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including 
signage, report to the Highways Helpdesk:

01234 718003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk

Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning, 
flytipping, waste collection and graffiti contact:

01234 718060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk

Dog Warden contact:

01234 718009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please 
contact the Borough Council and 
they will advise you as to which 
department can help.
01234 267422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the 
specific services of the Borough Council and contact details:

www.bedford.gov.uk
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If you see a faulty streetlight with a 
PC number please report it to the 

Parish Clerk. 

For any faults or issues with the 
graveyard, village green, playing field, 
jubilee play area, allotments or areas 

of open space please contact the 
Parish Clerk.

If you are not sure who is responsible 
or if you need help or advice with 
reporting items please contact the 

Parish Clerk on: 

01234 870245 or 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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IN MEMORY OF PIP MINNEY

Peter Joseph ‘Pip’ Minney, 13th June 2017

Pip Minney contributed to the Barford Bugle for many many 
years.  It seems fitting to include the beautiful eulogy given at 
Pip’s funeral in his memory.

Little more than a week away from Midsummer’s Day, it might at 
first seem an inappropriate time to be saying goodbye to Peter 
Minney – known to everyone as ‘Pip’. He was a well-known 
character in the village – where he was born and spent practically 
all of his life. When things are blooming once more and crops are 
maturing, a dedicated ‘grower’ (of ninety-four years) has come 
suddenly to the end of his days. 

He was the younger of two children, born to Ada and Jack Minney, in Old Town Houses 
(which stood roughly where Pease Hill Lane is now). Pip went to the local school, just up 
the High Street, to the age of fourteen. His elder sister became a GI bride and emigrated 
to America back in the forties, but Pip was a ‘stayer’ – the furthest he travelled from home 
was down to Southampton to meet his sister off the ship – on the only occasion she came 
back for a visit in 1961. Pip liked the occasional trip, though, and reminisced fondly about 
a holiday to Yarmouth with his uncle and cousins – apparently they all slept in the back 
of the family truck, with a tarpaulin over them (ah! Those were the days: simple pleasures 
and no ‘Nanny State’!). Immediately after leaving school – as was so often the case in 
rural areas – Pip joined his dad working on the land as a Market Gardener. He never sat 
a driving test because there wasn’t one, but his first vehicle was his Uncle’s old van, with 
which he was perfectly content. Always a keen sportsman, Pip played football and cricket 
for the village teams over many years, but he also loved to go and watch Luton Town 
play… and often he would stop off at the Granada in Bedford to see a film on the way back. 
Later in life he would continue to watch the local teams play – he was the only spectator 
sometimes,  riding along to the matches on his bike from one of his three homes in the 
village (the last of which was his bungalow in Green End Road).

Pip never stopped being dedicated to his garden and grew flowers and veg always, giving 
90% away as a matter of routine. He was not a materialistic person, although a TV was 
a must for the sport – especially after he stopped going to matches and cup finals… he 
treasured the programmes he had collected over many years. 

Another of Pip’s pleasures was reading, but he was also quite a writer. He had a column in 
the Barford Bugle for many years, writing mainly about the Seasons or village characters. 
He also kept up a long-distance correspondence with his niece, who wrote every two or 
three weeks: he replied WITHOUT FAIL.

Pip was – in an old-fashioned way – disciplined and methodical. He was the sort of person 
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you could ‘set your watch by’. As he never ‘retired’, he could be 
seen cycling about the village, making his usual short visits to 
family and friends – complete with wellies, cap… and mud!

Pip, baptised and confirmed as a youngster had a solid grounding 
in the Christian faith. He has cherished – and oft-times read – the 
prayer book and Bible he was given (back in the ‘thirties – when 
only boys could attend the Bible classes!). An undemanding sort, 
he was hugely generous to charities of all sorts, recognising the 
needs of others while his own were so modest - but perhaps this was also part of his 
religious faith, too. It’s never possible to say precisely what a person believes – especially 
when it is not something he or she talks about - but it does seem as though Pip quite 
simply accepted that Jesus’ promise to his disciples of another dwelling place after death, 
was ‘how it is’. He enjoyed his time here – and latterly in his new ‘home’ in Wilstead – 
favouring his steady, quiet routine… He worked in harmony with the seasons in this lovely 
riverside village, so the choice of Psalm Twenty-three seems perfect for someone who 
trusted fully in God’s generosity and believed in a life yet to come.

What that new existence might be, of course, none of us can imagine – perhaps more 
pastures green and quiet waters?… But if what Jesus promised his followers is true, also 
a place of deep peace, restoration and reunion, wherer mourning and crying and pain 
are no more… the very opposite of ‘death’s dark vale’, where we abide for now? We hope 
so - while, for us, the enigma of life and death remains an unsolved mystery. But at a time 
like this, when we feel sorrow at the loss of a good, gentle, consistent person, praying, 
that it may be so can lessen our sadness – even just while we’re gathered here! At a time 
when we feel more aware of our own helplessness and frailty, it’s one practical thing all of 
us can do. There is much comfort also in the possibility that a good and loving God, giver 
of the precious spark of life (so regularly overlooked), may find a way to preserve all the 
good from a person’s years and to transport them, with no unnecessary fuss, to a new 
dwelling place… still more beautiful than those loved in life. Even without knowing all the 
details, the pain of parting is a little eased by confidence that something better awaits. 

I said at the beginning that it seems an incongruous time of the year to say goodbye 
to Pip – a season for new growth, flowering and maturity - yet if Jesus was right about 
what more may await those who believe, perhaps we can see this not as ‘the end’ of a 
‘loved and lost’ person, but time to bloom anew, when he may be gathered into God’s 
everlasting store of goodness after a long and wonderfully fruitful life. 

The family of Pip Minney would like to thank the Reverend Margaret Marshall for her kind 
words.

IN MEMORY OF PIP MINNEY
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Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk   
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit
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• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call  us now  for a free,  no obligation quotation!
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