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Your Councillors

James Rudgley       
37 Brook Lane              
01234 870003 

Noreen Byrne        
14 Fishers Close            
01234 871919 

Derrick Folbigg       
25 Maltings Way          
01234 870032 

Ann Lovesey        
43 Green End Rd   
01234 870693 

Di Ames        
123 Chapel Field   
01234 870251

Siobhan Vincent       
33 Brook Lane         
01234 870292 

Stuart Southall       
Home Farm, 
Bedford Rd 
01234 870333 

Graham Pendrey      
44 Brook Lane   
01234 870139 

Chris Hutton   
01234 870245 

Tim Wood    
07703 569919

Contributions for 
the next Issue of the 

Bugle should be sent 
to the Parish Clerk 

before 

?? 

K.E. JONES
PLUMBING & HEATING

TEL. 01234  870869

A visit to Frosts at Willington Garden and Home will inspire and 
give you an abundance of wonderful ideas for your garden, whether 
you are an enthusiastic novice or an experienced gardener this is the 

perfect place for you. You will enjoy outstanding service from our 
knowledgeable team and a unique shopping experience.

Whilst gardening is our fi rst love we also have beautiful giftware, 
leisure and clothing departments. Our exceptional new Garden 

Room Restaurant serves fresh, home cooked food daily and is the 
perfect place to relax and unwind.

Frosts at Willington Garden Centre
Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford, 
MK44 3QP,  Tel: 01234 838777

www.frostsgroup.com

Inspiring 
Gardeners
since 1973...

Inspiring 
Frosts at Willington 
Garden and Home 

 
 
 

SOUTHALL’S BUTCHERS  
OPEN AGAIN 

WITH A NEW BUTCHER  
Come and meet Kevin Brown 

Quality meat born and reared on the farm,  
Farm to Fork  

WITH CUTS YOU CAN’T FIND IN THE SUPERMARKET 
Support us today, Local deliveries 

& 
WEEKLY SPECIALS 

We are 100% traceable  

OPENING TIMES  
TUES-FRI 9.00am -5.30pm 

SAT 8.30am – 2.00pm 
www.southallbutcher.co.uk 

TEL 01234 870333 
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Chairman's  Report

It has been a busy year in the village with several large 
highways schemes undertaken, community orchards 
planted, new street lights, and new swings installed in 
the Jubilee Play Area and on the playing field along with 
new exercise equipment.  It has been rewarding to see 
all the new equipment in use.  New benches have been 
installed on the village green by the river and I would like to 
thank the individuals who have made donations, in memory 
of their loved ones, to the Parish Council to enable the 
purchase of the benches.  The village green is a real asset 
to our village and the new benches really add to the area.  
Unfortunately, the litter issue on the village green over the 
summer months was very disappointing.  The Parish Council 
has been working with the Borough Council and now the 
Environment Agency to try and improve this situation.  I am 
pleased to report that the Environment Agency will now 
be funding additional litter collections over the boating 
season so I am hopeful that we will see an improvement 
next year.  The Parish Council is also looking into installing 
a different type of bin to accommodate the type of waste 
left by visitors to the green.

The resurfacing of Bedford Road, Roxton Road, the 
footway in Silver Street and finally the High Street has 
been lobbied for by the Parish Council for a number of 
years as the condition of the surfacing in these areas had 
become very poor.  Whilst, I appreciate that the closures 
have caused inconvenience I hope that you will agree these 
large maintenance projects have been worthwhile.  It has 
been unfortunate that Bedford Road has had to be closed 
on a number of occasions whilst other works have been 
carried out.  The Parish Council and Borough Councillors 
requested changes to closure times to accommodate the 
X5 up until 9.31am to accommodate those with free bus 
passes.

On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to thank 
all those who attended the Remembrance Day Parade 
and Service.  The parade was led by members of the 
Royal British Legion, Great Barford Guides, Scouts, 
Cubs and Beavers and escorted by the local police.  
With thanks also to the Bishop of Bedford who officiated 
and Jack Bunker, the young bugler, who played the Last 
Post and the Reveille at the War Memorial.

As a Parish Council we like to keep residents up to date 
with what is happening via the Parish Magazine, the 
website, Facebook page and the village noticeboards.  

On behalf of the Parish Council I would like to wish you 
all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year..

J I M  R U D G L E Y  CHAIR OF GREAT BARFORD PARISH COUNCIL

Residents are always welcome to attend 
the Full Council meeting on the 

3rd Tuesday or each month 

and Committee meetings 
on the 1st Tuesday of each month.

Otherwise you can contact the Parish 
Council office on 01234 870245 or by 

e-mail clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

As we hit the sometimes gloomy days of winter I 
hope you enjoy the colourful artwork from the pupils 
of Great Barford Primary Academy in the magazine.  
A big thank you to all of you for all your hard work and 
congratulations  to  Verity  in  Eagles whose picture is 
on the front page.  
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Borough Councillor
Roads Grant
The Government has announced a £3.5m contribution 
to Bedford Borough Council’s planned £4.8m road 
reconfiguration at what has been dubbed Bedford’s 
‘Northern Gateway’.  

The Council’s plans include a review of road markings at 
the Paula Radcliffe Way roundabout, upgrades to traffic 
lights and the potential enlargement of the Manton Lane / 
Clapham Road junction.  It is envisaged that the scheme will 
begin in the summer of 2018 and be completed by spring 
2020.  The below map of the proposed works was provided 
at the October meeting of the Council’s Environment & 
Sustainable Communities Committee:

Town Centre Consultation
The Council undertook a 3 week consultation in October 
on proposals to regenerate Bedford town centre.  The 
‘Bedford Masterplan’ document set out draft plans to use 
in particular publically owned land in the urban area for 
redevelopment, including:

 - The identification of sites for residential and employment 
development in locations such as those in and around the 
train station area and sites to the south of the river.

  -  The redevelopment of properties, particularly in the 
area connecting the train station, Midland Road and the 
town centre, as well as the creation of new public and green 
space in the urban area.

  -  The final Masterplan will ‘set parameters for the scale, 
massing and materiality of new buildings within sensitive 
areas of the town centre. This is important so that new 
development is in keeping with the existing character of 
Bedford and responds to its context’.

To see the consultation document and the plans in more 
detail search ‘Bedford Live Regeneration Projects’.

Adoption Appeal
During National Adoption Week in October, the Council 
issued a call for anyone who would like to discuss 
possibilities around adoption and fostering to get in touch.  
The appeal focussed in particular on the need to find 
homes for siblings who currently make up half of children in 
care in the Borough.
For more information call the Council’s Adoption and 
Fostering Team on 01234 718718 or adoptionandfostering@
bedford.gov.uk 

Mental Health
The Bedfordshire Clinical Commissioning Group (BCCG), 
the body responsible for organising NHS services locally, 
recently undertook a public consultation on developing 
mental health crisis care services.  

Reporting to the Council’s Adult Services and Health 
Committee in October, BCCG representatives said they had 
put forward the following options for service amendments:
 
The responses to the consultation are 
now being considered.  Service changes 
could be in place by early 2018.

Flu Vaccine 
The Council has issued a reminder that 
pregnant women and children aged 
between 2 and 8 years old are eligible 
to receive a flu vaccination for protection over the winter 
months.

For more information speak to your GP, midwife or local 
pharmacy.

Carers’ Resource
The Council has teamed up with Carers UK to provide an 
online resource with advice and support to those caring for 
someone who is ill, disabled or elderly.

Upon registering, carers will be able to access information 
on matters such as understanding their rights and possible 
access to financial assistance, resources on products and 
services and finding out about support networks.

For more information visit carersdigital.org and create a 
new account by using code DGTL9072.  Alternatively, you 
can contact Carers in Bedfordshire for advice and support 
by calling 0300 111 1919.

We would like to wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.

R E P O R T 

Cllr Stephen Moon 
01234 870 061            
stephen.moon@bedford.gov.uk

Cllr Sheryl Corp   
07734 888 988           
sheryl.corp@bedford.gov.uk
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R E P O R T 
Bowls Club

In  the  festive  spirit  the  Bowls  Club  brings  you  
their  version  of  the  'Christmas  Carol'.

… … Jacob Marley said to Scrooge “You will be visited by 
three reports: the bowls club of the recent past, the bowls 
club present and the bowls club activities yet to come … 
…”

The  recent  past: Following a year of consolidation of 
our recent successes on the bowls green and great 
developments in the pavilion and surroundings we had 
much to be smug about at the Annual Presentation dinner 
in the extended, refurbished, rejuvenated clubhouse. Yes, 
I know I keep mentioning the changes in the club facilities 
but I’m proud of having had a part in the transformation.

The  present:  Although this is the closed season for bowls, 
the club is not quiet. Amongst the gentle sounds of our 
green keeper and his helpers tending to the surroundings 
there is the unmistakable clamour and commotion of happy 
activity in the clubhouse. One of the main reasons for all 
the development in the Bowls Club was for it to become a 
social venue for the community not just a private place for 
the members. So we now have the following regular events 
we would like you to join in with:

Tuesday  mornings    The 4 C's 
(Craft/Coffee/Chat/Cakes)
Every Tuesday from 10am to 1pm.  Come for a chat, a cup 
of tea or coffee and slice of cake amongst friends, and 
meet new people. All with the added attraction of craft and 
other stalls. Charge £2.00 including coffee/tea and cake.

Wednesday  evenings   Bingo - Whist 
Every Wednesday from 7:30pm to 10pm with Bingo on 1st 
and 3rd Wednesday and Whist on 2nd and 4th Wednesday. 
Whist will be £2.00 plus raffle. Bingo depends on how many 
books you buy.

Thursday  evenings   Carpet Bowls
Every Thursday from 7:30pm to 10pm. Carpet Bowls was 
devised as a fun version of indoor bowls suitable for playing 
in small halls. Come to play or just to watch. Cost £2.00 to 
include tea or coffee. The club bar is also open.

Friday  evenings   Social Night
Every Friday from 7pm to 9pm. A chance to meet socially, make 
use of the bar and play pub games if you like e.g. cards, darts, 
dominos and others.

Saturday  mornings   Table Top Sale
Every Saturday from 10am to 2pm. Free entry. Refreshments 
are available.

On the outside, our Petanque group are still playing throughout 
the winter with their usual flair and enthusiasm. They keep 
going from strength to strength and, like the bowls section, 
they are still looking for new members of all abilities.
Beginners are welcome. 

If you want more information about playing Petanque, or you 
wish to try your hand at it, please contact Beryl on 01757 
449116. 

If you wish to be involved in the club, perhaps you would like 
to try bowls next spring,  then please get in touch through the 
website or Facebook or call Joe 01234 871723 (for Bowls). 

Do note that our excellent pavilion is still available for hire for 
meetings etc. For details of charges and availability please 
contact our Booking Officer, Beryl on 01757 449116. The 
club’s website also contains photographs of the pavilion and 
further information.

Activities  yet  to  come: 
We are planning future events at this moment. Some are old 
favourites and some are new. Please put them in your diary.

Friday 01 December 2017   Quiz Night
Starting at 7.30pm this is our ever popular social evening with a 
fun but challenging quiz to suit all. Entry is £5 per person which 
includes supper nibbles. The club bar is open.

Friday 23 February 2018    Quiz Night
The first of activity of 2018 and starting at 7.30pm. Again entry 
is £5 per person which includes supper nibbles and the club 
bar will be open.

Friday 06 April 2018   Quiz Night
Looking well into spring next year another quiz night in our 
popular format. 

Saturday 21 April 2018   Coffee Morning
Another of our special Saturday coffee mornings running from 
10am to 2pm.

On behalf of the committee and members I wish to send our 
best wishes to Great Barford residents and surrounding areas 
for a Very Happy Christmas and New Year.  In addition we wish 
to send our thanks for all of your support during 2017. We 
would also like to express our thanks to Franklins Farm Butchers 
and The Black Cat Farm Shop for continuing to sponsor us for 
another year.
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Lewis   Woodpeckers

Fraser  Eagles Mia Eagles

Henry Woodpeckers

Aisha Puffins

Cover Competition

Lana  Puffins
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Jing Lin  Owls Chase  Owls

Harriet  Robins Ben  Robins

Ruby  WrensIsabelle  Wrens



G R E A T  B A R F O R D 
The W.I

Each  month  we  have  been  very  fortunate  in having 
very  interesting  speakers  at  our  monthly  meetings:

We learnt all about the ‘Bandstand History – Decline and 
Revival’ in July from a very enthusiastic gentleman named 
Paul Rabbitts.  ‘Was he Just a Chairman’ – this talk was 
inspirational by Brenda London who gave us the history 
of Charles Mackintosh in August.  We were taken back in 
time to hear about the hardships of those who lived in the 
Workhouse by Ian Waller in September, and John Stirling 
who started his early life on stage with none other than 
Jimmy Edwards.  He eventually went on to produce plays 
for many well known actors such as Morecombe & Wise 
etc., and this talk called ‘Toytown to Buckingham Palace’ 
was both entertaining and interesting.

We are quite an active WI, and in August, we were very lucky 
with the weather when several of our members enjoyed a 
guided tour at Swiss Gardens near Shuttleworth.  During 
September a few of our members went on an organised 
‘Faith Tour’ which was  arranged by our County Federation 
in Queens Park.  Other activities which members have been 
to, are:   Treasure Hunt which is always popular;  Jigsaw 
Evening;  and coming up will be a Murder Mystery evening 
at Westoning.

Milton Keynes theatre is always a popular place to visit, 
and one which we will be seeing during November will 
be ‘Tango Moderno’ to star Flavia and Vincent of Strictly 
Come Dancing fame.  To start the new year many of us will 
be there to see the pantomime Dick Whittington. 
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As you can see we are quite an active WI and try to provide 
a varied and interesting programme for our members.  We 
also like to participate in whatever is being listed by the 
County, plus any other places which are organised by one 
of our members.
New members and visitors are always welcome at our 
meetings on the second  Tuesday  of  each  month  at  
7.30pm at Great Barford Bowls Club.

Contact: Wendy  Cox:  01234  870516 
for further information.

Maureen Munnelly

 
 
 
 
 

@Roxton Garden Centre MK44 3DY 
 

Fruit, Vegetables, Meat, Eggs,  
Bread, Honey & Homemade  

Preserves, Quiches ,Cakes, Sauces,  
Oils, Cheese, Crayfish fishcakes,  
Dog Treats, locally crafted items  

and much more. 
 

Open Thurs 11-4, Fri 9-5 
Sat 9-5, Sun 10-4. 

07522 559010 

3 10 year insurance backed guarantee
3 A rated glass
3 No salesman
3 Local, reliable company
3 Competitive prices

T:  01767 765440
E:  sales@i-glaze.co.uk
W: www.i-glaze.co.uk

CALLUSTODAY!

Windows | Doors | Conservatories 
replacement glass | repairs | and more
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During the winter months, 
offences against properties which 
are perceived to be empty tend 
to increase. This is either because 
the occupants are out of the 
house as the evening draws in, 
or because there are no lights 
or sounds to indicate that the 
property is occupied. 

The Bedfordshire Police dedicated response to burglary, 
Operation Fidelity, sees officers from across the force 
working together to tackle burglary.  Officers continue 
to work to identify long-term crime hotspots, short-term 
spikes and key offending patterns, as well as investigating 
offences and carrying out disruptive tactics against known 
burglars. The community policing and crime prevention 
teams will also be offering advice and reassurance to local 
residents. 

Detective Chief Inspector Duncan Young, who leads 
Operation Fidelity, said: “The winter months are our busiest 
time for burglaries, and as we enter the time of year where 
the nights are darker and longer, we remain committed to 
driving down burglary in Bedfordshire. We understand that 
burglary is hugely distressing for victims, and so it’s vital we 
do what we can to find those responsible and bring them 
to justice. 

“At this time of year we’re taking the opportunity to remind 
members of the public about the steps they can take to 
reduce their chances of becoming a victim of crime. We 
have found historically that properties that don’t look ‘lived 
in’ are targeted, and so in particular I would encourage 
people to invest in timers for lights. If you are going out, 
make it look like you are in. 

“Burglary is a priority for Bedfordshire Police. All of the 
officers who work on Operation Fidelity remain utterly 
committed to clamping down on burglary offenders, and 
making Bedfordshire a safer place for everyone.” 
Burglars may take advantage of shorter daylight hours to 
operate, but there are simple steps you can take to protect 

W I N T E R  H O M E  S E C U R I T Y 
Police Advice

your home at night, and during the day when it may be 
unoccupied. 
• Use your lights at home – keep them on a timer 
when you are out so it looks like someone is home
 
• Make sure all doors on your house and vehicle 
are securely locked at all times. If you have a UPVC door 
at home, make sure it is double locked 

• Keep all valuables and keys safely out of sight 
from windows, both in your home and car. Close curtains 
with a light on indoors. 

• Never leave garages or sheds unlocked – not 
only can valuable tools be appealing to thieves, they can 
also be used to force entry to your home 

• Don’t hide your keys under a doormat or in a 
flowerpot – it’s the first place a would-be offender will look
 
• Ask a friend to keep an eye on your house 
when you go away, and do the same for neighbours by 
remaining alert to suspicious activity in your street 

• If you spot someone behaving suspiciously, 
contact police immediately 

• Don’t forget to security mark your property and 
register it on www.immobilise.com

Addingtons Road  14:15 – 14:35
Maltings Way  14:40 – 15:00
Green End Road 15:05 – 15:25
Brookside  15:30 – 15:55
Silver Street  16:00 – 16:30

11TH  DECEMBER

MOBILE 
LIBRARY

Bedfordshire Police takes all reports 
of crime seriously. Call  101 to report an 
incident, or  999  if  a  crime  is  in  progress. 

You   can   also   give   information   
anonymously to  Crimestoppers  on  0800 
555 111. To   join   or contact your local  
Neighbourhood Watch group,  visit  www.
ourwatch.org.uk. 

You can also join our Neighbourhood 
Alert service, BedsAlert, for more related 
messaging here:  www.bedsalert.co.uk. 
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Christmas Quiz

1) Besides Rudolph, what are the names of Santa's other eight reindeer?

2) What three gifts did the three kings bring for the baby Jesus?

3) In what village was Jesus born?

4) What famous event occurred on Christmas Day 1914 during the First World War?

5) The iconic song 'White Christmas' was first recorded by whom?

6) Lapland, the home of Santa Claus, is a province in which country?

7) After Neil Armstrong, who was the second man to set foot on the moon?

8) In the song 'Twelve Days of Christmas' what was given on the fifth day?

9) When, traditionally, should Christmas decorations be taken down?

10) In which ocean is Christmas Island?

A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated 
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance + Tree Felling
and Tree Care + Sectional Dismantling

+ Crown Reduction/Thinning + Dead Wood Removed
+ Hedges Reduced and Trimmed + Tree Planting
+ Fruit Tree Pruning + Member of the Royal
+ Fully insured and Skilled Arborist Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote

Telephone: 01234 828895 Mobile: 07949 368374
Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk www.treespecific.co.uk

Tree specific 1_2 page ARTWORK OVL ad_Layout 1  07/11/2012  11:45  Page 1



1) Comet, Cupid, Blitzen, Dasher, Donner, Dancer,  
 Prancer, Vixen
2) Gold, Myrrh, Frankincense
3) Bethlehem
4) British and German soldiers played football
5) Bing Crosby
6) Finland
7) Buzz Aldrin
8) Five gold rings
9) Twelfth night, 05th January 
10) Indian Ocean

PRESCRIPTION/
MEDICATION 
REQUESTS  IN  DECEMBER

Please order 7 days earlier than 
usual

Allow 3 working days to process your request 

Only order what you need & please collect promptly 

Great  Barford  surgery  will  close  at  6pm  on  Friday 
22nd  December and reopen on Wednesday 27th 
December & will be closed from 6pm Friday 27th 
December until Tuesday 2nd January

If you need medical advice whilst the surgery is closed 
please call NHS 111 alternatively you will find lots of 
information on the website: 
www.greatbarfordsurgery.co.uk

11                                                    thebarfordbugle

Great  Barford  Village  Hall

The village hall is located in Fishers Close, Great Barford 
and is a wonderful modern building capable of hosting a 
variety of functions from community events and wedding 
receptions through to badminton and children’s parties.

The hall is licensed to hold 150 people seated in the main 
hall and 30 people in the smaller meeting room, both 
rooms are available to hire collectively or individually and 
have the benefit of being serviced by a bar and there is a 
well-appointed kitchen available for hirer’s use. 

The hall is managed by a volunteer Committee who meet 
bi-monthly for an hour and half to discuss matters relating 
to its operation including finance, bookings and health 
and safety matters. If you are interested in joining the 
Committee please feel free to contact us via the enquiry 
form on the website. 

Want  to  hire  the  hall?
Check the availability by visiting our website diary and 
make enquiries using the enquiry page, our bookings 
Secretary will then respond to your enquiry and answer 
any questions you may have. 

Hire Rates: £10/hr for the meeting room; £18/hr for the 
main hall (£25/hr after 4pm on Saturdays).  

FRIDAY NIGHTS – the BAR is open to the whole community

Everyone is welcome at the hall on most Friday evenings 
when the BAR is open from 8pm to close

AND we’re on Facebook
just type in Great Barford Village Hall !
.

www.greatbarfordvh.org

Submit Your Photo!

The Bugle Committee is always looking for seasonal 
photographs from around the village to place on 
the cover of the Bugle. If you would like to submit a 
photograph, please contact the Clerk at:

clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Regular  Activities  and  Classes:
Mondays Keep Fit (7.30-8.30pm) 
Tuesdays Tots & Teenies (9.45–11.30am); 
  Tots Dance (1.30-2.30pm); 
  Brownies (6.00-7.30pm)

Parish Council Meetings (3rd Tuesday every month)

Wednesdays Melody Makers (9.30-11.30am); 
  Guides (7.00-8.30pm)
Thursdays Pure-Core Pilates Class (10.30-11.30am);  
  Slimming World (6.45-9.15pm)
Fridays  Swingsters Freestyle Dance Club (2nd  
    Friday every month) 

Christmas Quiz
A N S W E R S
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NIGHTS
at the Village Hall in Fishers Close
Bar open from 7pm.  Quiz starts 7.30pm

Teams of up to 4, but if you’re on your own or a twosome, please come and we’ll find you a team.

£7 per person  (includes supper)

Friday 26th January
 

Fund Raising for the 2017 Fun Day

To register
your Team, 
call Louise 
on 870443

REPORTING 
FAULTS

If you see a fault or problem in Great 
Barford that is the responsibility of 
Bedford Borough Council please 

report it using the contacts below:

Roads, footpaths, street light and 
general highway problems including 

signage, report to the Highways 
Helpdesk:

01234 718003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk

Environmental concerns such as dog 
bins, street cleaning, flytipping, waste 

collection and graffiti contact:

01234 718060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk

Dog Warden contact:

01234 718009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please contact 
the Borough Council and they will 
advise you as to which department 

can help.
01234 267422

If you see a faulty streetlight with a PC 
number please report it to the Parish 

Clerk. 

For any faults or issues with the 
graveyard, village green, playing field, 

jubilee play area, allotments or areas of 
open space please contact the Parish 

Clerk.

If you are not sure who is responsible or 
if you need help or advice with reporting 
items please contact the Parish Clerk on: 

01234 870245 or 
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

Quality made to measure blinds

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk   
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

• Top Brands at Competitive Prices

• Let the Showroom come to you

• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!

Call  us now  for a free,  no obligation quotation!

The Barford Bugle is Printed  by 

bespokemedia

01234  720 105


