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A comprehensive range of tree services from a local dedicated
tree surgeon with twenty years experience within the tree industry

+ All aspects of Tree Maintenance
+
+
+
+

and Tree Care
Crown Reduction/Thinning
Hedges Reduced and Trimmed
Fruit Tree Pruning
Fully insured and Skilled Arborist

+
+
+
+
+

Tree Felling
Sectional Dismantling
Dead Wood Removed
Tree Planting
Member of the Royal
Forestry Society

Contact us today for a free quote
Telephone: 01234 828895

Mobile: 07949 368374

Email: simonowen@treespecific.co.uk

www.treespecific.co.uk

Councillor Contact Details
James Rudgley
Noreen Byrne

37 Brook Lane
		

		

14 Fishers Close

01234 870003
01234 871919

Derrick Folbigg

25 Maltings Way

Ann Lovesey MBE		

43 Green End Rd

01234 870693

Di Ames		

123 Chapel Field 		

01234 870251

Home Farm, Bedford Rd

01234 870333

44 Brook Lane 		

01234 870139

Stuart Southall

		

Graham Pendrey

		

01234 870032

Tim Wood 							07703 569919
David Garrard 		

4 New Road 			

07802 790410

Duncan Edgar 		

10 School Lane 		

01234 871571

Submit Your Photo!

Contributions for the
next Issue of
The Bugle
should be sent to the
Parish Clerk before

The Bugle Committee is always looking
for seasonal photographs from around the
village to place on the cover of the Bugle.
If you would like to submit a photograph,
please contact the Clerk at:
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk

4th August 2019
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CHAIR’S REPORT

There is really no need for me to remind
you that there has been an awful lot of
polls and voting of late, and I guess a lot of

Council, and I look forward to working with
them in support our local community.

people are quite rightly fed up and rapidly

While we are talking of change, James

level, the Ward and Parish Elections are

the Parish Council after 5 years in the

losing interest. However, at Local Election

important for the administration of our
community services, and this has seen

changes for us as Great Barford Parish
Council.

Here, we are now at the start of a new

Rudgley has stepped down from Chairing
role. We owe a depth of gratitude to Jim
for his dedication, immense hard work and

knowledge he has provided, and still is

providing, as a committed Parish Councillor.
Thank you Jim.

elected term of office for the Parish
Councillors, with the loss of one previous

Councillor, and a couple of new Councillors
joining us to help take on the challenges
ahead. So a thank you goes out to Chris

Hutton for his past commitment, hard
work and contributions he had been able to
make. Our new faces are David Garrard

and Duncan Edgar. I’m sure you will all

The PC website has been rebuilt
and is up and running at

https://greatbarford.org.uk.
So do check it out regularly, as it is
still being added to as time allows.

join me in welcoming them to the Parish
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CHAIR’S REPORT
So that just leaves me to introduce myself
as your new Chairman. I have lived in the

village for over a quarter of a century. I’m
passionate about our lovely village, and
have served on the Parish Council since

2013. During that time you have probably
seen my name in association with our

Neighbourhood Plan, as Chair of the team
of Residents and Councillors who make up
that Committee. You can read elsewhere

in this issue about our latest activities,
and especially the Green Infrastructure

Plan that will be showcased on 29 June

at the Village Hall. Do come along to see

the details, and offer your suggestions to
help finalise this environmental part of the
Neighbourhood Plan.

While we are talking about activities, a

lot of you will be aware of, and probably
participate in the Great Barford Rocks.

This is a fun leisure interest for young and

And on the subject of Fun, don’t

old, involving making colourful painted

forget the Village Fun Day on

rocks, then hiding them around the village

22 June, it should be bigger and

for others to find, place images on the

better than ever.

facebook page, then re-hide for others
to find. Some of the rocks are beautiful,

but please be careful where you leave

them. With grass now being cut around
the village, several rocks have been in the

Graham Pendrey
Chair

grass and have been damaged by our

contractor using his mowers. Have fun, but

think about where you hide the rocks for
others to find.

Summer 2019
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BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT
Local Plan 2030
The Council approved its Local Plan,
determining sites for housing and
employment growth, for submission to
the Planning Inspectorate on the 5th
December. The Local Plan period has been
shortened from 2035 to 2030 lowering
the housing need figure from 7855 to
a minimum of 3636, two thirds of which
will be on greenfield land. The Local Plan
will now be examined by the Planning
Inspectorate which will make comments
and, where appropriate, suggestions for
modifications so that it complies with
national policies and legal requirements.
Local authorities are not obliged to take on
board the views of the Planning Inspector,
but doing so could ensure the Local Plan is
deemed to be ‘sound’ should it be subject
to legal challenge from developers in the
future.

more accurately described as commuter
towns) and to the use of greenfield land
whilst there remains a significant number
of brownfield land that could be used.

The Planning Inspectorate has confirmed
that it will undertake the Examination of
the Local Plan 2030 in hearings at Borough
Hall. Individuals and representatives of
groups who responded to the Council’s
consultations in 2018 may be asked to
make representations, if they indicated
at the time that they would like to do so.
Members of the public are welcome to
attend the hearings. Further details can be
seen at www.bedford.gov.uk/examination

East West Rail (EWR) / Wixams Station:
From January – March a consultation was
held on route options for the EWR line
between Oxford, Milton Keynes, Bedford
and Cambridge, with the potential in the
future to extend further to Norwich. There
are 5 options, 4 of which will come close to
the parish insofar as far as can be judged
from the lack of detail on the consultation
documents. See;
https://eastwestrail.co.uk haveyoursay
All of the routes pass through the Ward
and the one which will potentially disrupt
the fewest residents is Route A which
passes to the south of Cardington and
Cople.

If the plan is approved as it stands the
various “Garden Villages” are effectively
ruled out until the end of the plan period.
For that reason the promoters of the
various “garden villages” are expected to
parade before the Inspectors in the hope
of getting their projects included. The
bad news for Great Barford is that the
proposal to place 500 of the houses here
will then go ahead along with the similar
impositions on Bromham, Sharnbrook and
Clapham. We remain opposed both to the
concept of “garden villages” (which are

06 thebarfordbugle

Infrastructure
Black Cat / Caxton Gibbet Bypass:
In February, Highways England announced
its preferred option to upgrade the Black
Cat roundabout and the selected route
for a new bypass between the junction
and Caxton Gibbet in Cambridgeshire.
The roundabout is to be reconfigured
and will become three-tier. The works are
expected to commence within two years.
A consultation meeting is being held on
the same night as the PC at which further
details might be forthcoming. Of particular
interest will be the traffic control measures
that will be taken to avoid blighting
surrounding villages.

East Midlands Trains: The Department
for Transport (DfT) has awarded the new
East Midland Railway franchise to Abellio,
which will take over from Stagecoach in
August. The East Midlands Railway is the
line providing fast trains to Bedford (i.e.
those travelling to and from St Pancras in
under 40 minutes). Since May 2018 fast

Summer 2019

BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT
trains have not been serving Bedford in
peak hours due to the works to upgrade the
Midland Main Lane. The DfT has stated to
local media that the peak hours service will
return to Bedford (with 2 trains per hour)
once the upgrade has been completed
towards the end of 2020. Under the new
franchise those travelling further north will
have to change trains at Kettering.
Transporting Bedford 2020:
Preliminary works have started on
the Transporting Bedford 2020 road
decongestion
scheme.
The
project
cost, totalling £18.4m, includes £15.5m
investment from the Government. Works
will focus on the junctions at the A6 Paula
Radcliffe Way bypass / Manton Lane,
Ampthill Road and the High Street. For
information search ‘Transporting Bedford
2020’.
Health
Hospital Merger: Bedford Hospital and
Luton & Dunstable Hospital both still
intend to merge despite a delay. The plans
would require £150m of capital investment
from central government but this has not
yet been forthcoming. Bedford Hospital’s
Chief Executive has stated that the merger
would see key services including maternity,
paediatrics and A & E retained at the
Hospital.
Urgent Treatment Centre: Bedford
Hospital’s new Urgent Treatment Centre
(UTC) opened its doors on the 1st October
2018. The UTC provides same-day
appointments for minor illnesses over a
12 hour period, 7 days a week via referrals
from A & E and the 111 phone service.
An assessment of its first few months of
operation suggest that the UTC is meeting
its objective of reducing pressure on the
Hospital’s A & E.
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Policing
The Police and Crime Commissioner,
Kathryn Holloway has announced that 400
Police Constables will be recruited in the
years 2019/20 – 2021/22. In 2019/20,
160 PCs will be appointed, this is a net gain
of around 60 PC’s after resignations and
retirements are taken into account. One
outcome will be a doubling of numbers in
the Community Hubs. They will be paid for
through an average £2 rise in the police
element of Council Tax and an additional
£1.3m from the Government.
The force also received in December a
£4.5m grant from the Home Office in
response to ‘exceptional’ demands placed
on the force by gangs engaging in violent
crimes. It will cover the cost of ‘Operation
Boson’; Bedfordshire Police’s response to
gang, gun and knife crime. A further £1m
was received for this purpose in April.
Local Issues
The shop on the Bedford Road has been
formally advised that its opening hours are
only until 9. They have also been told that
the new sign will need planning permission
and that they must either remove it or
apply for permission.
There has been a request for a litter bin/
dog waste bin at the end of Green End
Road, more or less opposite the junction
with Birchfield Road. The Borough will
check the site over a few weeks if it is
wanted and will install one if justified.
Cllr Stephen Moon:

Stephen.Moon@bedford.gov.uk

Cllr Phillippa Martin-Moran-Bryant:

Phillippa.MartinMoranBryant@Bedford.gov.uk

thebarfordbugle 07

6D O
AY PEN
SA
W
EE

K

AT

View the salerooms for our upcoming
auctions and then relax with a coffee
and a slice of cake.
Our unique café in Bedford Auction Centre
with free wi-fi, air conditioning and views of the
salerooms, comfortably seats over 100 customers.

Visit www.peacockscafe.co.uk for further
details and to view our current menu.
Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford, MK42 0PE

01234 266 366
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Willington has been a place for growing and nurturing
beautiful plants since the 1890s, when the original nursery
was founded by Isaac Godber, grandfather of one of the
present partners. Few of today’s Garden Centres can claim
over 100 years of continuous family involvement.
Frosts at Willington combines the traditional values of high quality,
value for money and unrivalled service with a commitment to
excellence in horticulture.

AT WILLINGTON

Frosts Garden Centre, Sandy Road, Willington, Bedford,
MK44 3QP, Tel: 01234 838777 frostsgardencentres.co.uk

Summer
2019
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TREE MAINTENANCE

By now you must be aware that the
large Chestnut tree, towards the south
end of the High Street, has been
removed. This had been identified by
the Borough’s Tree Officer as being
diseased and needed taking down.
Quite how diseased, we didn’t realise
until it was actually removed. What’s
left of the stump can be seen to be
hollow, with the main central heartwood
missing. If the tree hadn’t been taken
down, it would have fallen down. The
consequences don’t bare thinking
about, especially on the blind bend
near 61 High Street.
Here you can see the tree surgeons in
progress.
And what has been left after.

10 thebarfordbugle

Summer 2019

Summer 2019

thebarfordbugle 11

Are you Struggling? Help is at Hand – Just Ask!
Have you heard about our Village Agent, who is
here to help older people to access the services
and support they might need? Her services are
free of charge, and she will phone or visit you at home.
Do You Feel Safe in Your Own Home? Would you like a home safety check by
The Bobby Man, who will also fit door chains and smoke alarms if they are
needed? This is a free service provided by the Bedfordshire Police Partnership
Trust.
Worried about Getting Your Shopping but Can’t Shop Online? You can
phone Sainsbury’s on 0800 328 1700 with your order, and they will deliver to
your door for a small fee. Iceland will deliver shopping to your home if you spend
£20 in their store.
Do You Need Help with Filling in Forms? If you are struggling with paperwork,
such as Blue Badge, Council Tax Reduction, Housing Benefit and Attendance
Allowance applications, our Village Agent can help you.
Need Home Adaptations but Can’t Afford to Pay? Disabled Facilities Grants
may be available if you need essential adaptations such as showers, ramps, stair
lifts or wider doorways. These grants are means tested.
Are You Eligible for Attendance Allowance? If you can’t manage without
someone to help you with personal care such as bathing, dressing or night-time
support, you may be eligible to claim a non-means tested weekly allowance.
Do You Need a Wheelchair or Electric Scooter to get Around Bedford? The
Mobility Hub at Bedford Bus Station hires these out from 10.30am to 2.30pm
(Monday to Friday). This is also close to the Allhallows Multi-Storey Car Park
where there are a lot of parking spaces for Blue Badge Holders and there is a
wheelchair-accessible lift. Call 01234 348000 for more details.

Contact your Village Agent on Freephone 0800 039 1234

(This is an answerphone service, so please leave your name, address & telephone
number, & we will aim to call you back within 48 hours.)
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TOTS AND TEENIES Toddler Group
GREAT BARFORD VILLAGE HALL

Every Tuesday 9:45-11:30 (term time only)
£2.50 for 1 adult and 1 child
£1 per child or adult thereafter

Price includes tea/coffee & snack for child
Friendly group, lots of activities, toys, craft, messy play,
singing for all ages 0-5.
Contact Nicci : 07970114030

GREAT BARFORD NURSERY
Places Available now

A centre of excellence for teaching and learning
Please contact the school office for more information

Come and see our nursery and join in some
activities with our early years staff

Great Barford Primary Academy
Silver Street
Great Barford MK44 3JU
Tel: 01234 870342
W: www.gbpa.org.uk

Summer 2019

E: admin:@gbpa.org.uk
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£4 per session

Over 70s

Gentle Exercise Classes & Activities

Bedford Central Library, Harpur Street, Bedford MK40 1PG
Mondays
11.15am to 12.15pm
Date
27th May
3rd June
10th June
17th June
24th June
1st July
8th July
15th July
22nd July
29th July
5th August
12th August

Activity
No session
Chair based Yoga
Stretch & Balance
Stretch & Balance
Chair based Yoga
Stretch & Balance
Stretch & Balance
Chair based Yoga
Movement to Music
Movement to Music
Exercise to Music
Stretch & Balance

01234 718835
mandy.atkins@bedford.gov.uk

Thursdays - 2 sessions
10.00am to 11.00am
& 11.15am to 12.15pm
Date
30th May
6th June
13th June
20th June
27th June
4th July
11th July
18th July
25th July
1st August
8th August
15th August

Activity
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates
Chair based Pilates

After the session why not relax with a free tea or
coffee (details provided at the session).
All abilities welcome and we are flexible on
the age - please telephone to discuss

No need to book, just turn up - first come, first served!
All local Sports & Leisure information in ONE place. Sign up to our e-mail update by going
to www.bedford.gov.uk and click on the ‘Stay Connected’ icon at the top of the web page
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@Roxton Garden Centre
MK44 3DY
Freshly harvested vegetables and
fruit; Locally grown or made;
everything in Season.
Open Wednesday-Sunday.
We stock fresh milk.
Best Quality, Best Prices
blackcatfarmshop@btinternet.com
Phone: 07522 559010

Weekly Auctions
Visit the Bedford Auction Centre to enjoy
the excitement of a live auction.
Antique & Modern Furniture • Clocks • Books
Ceramics & Glassware • Pictures & Prints
Bicycles • Jewellery & Watches • Collectables
Garage Tools & Equipment • Household Electrical Items
Office Furniture & Equipment • Retail Products & Stock
Vehicles • Horticultural & Commercial Equipment
Building Materials • Garden Furniture & Effects

Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way, Bedford MK42 0PE
01234 266 366
peacockauction.co.uk

Summer 2019
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GREAT BARFORD BOWLS & PETANQUE CLUB
On Thursday 9 May we had a men’s County
Bowls match at the club. It featured a
select Bedfordshire County team playing a
North Essex Tourist team. Unfortunately, in
an enthralling match the tourists were just
too good for the home side. Nevertheless,
the spectators had a good view of the play
and were well entertained. The pictures
show some action from the event.
So, what’s happening at your Bowls
and Petanque Club?
The bowls season has started. You see the
Petanque piste is a gravelly surface and
so the players continue to play virtually
throughout the year. By the nature of the
Bowls green we can only play outdoors in
the grass growing time of the year. We have
been playing indoors, through the wintery
months, Carpet Bowls, which is a more
sedate form of the game. Do try it come
the autumn when we announce its start up
again. But now the grass has grown thick
and the mower has been reconditioned/
serviced the Bowls season has started.
We began as usual with a Spoon Drive at
the end of April – back in the cold, wet
spell! So far we have played a few league
games and friendly matches with some
fair success. However, we always need
new players. Come on Tuesday “taster”
mornings at 10 am or Friday “roll ups”
to have a go and see our facilities. We
have all the equipment – you just need flat
shoes, trainers, deck shoes/plimsoles.
For more information contact us
through the website or Facebook or call
Joe 01234 871723 (for Bowls). If you
want more information about playing
Petanque, or you wish to try your hand
at it, please contact Beryl on 01767
449116.
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There are four more County Bowls
games to come. Spectators are most
appreciated and if you are passing just
drop in. You will be most welcome, and
refreshments can be purchased from the
clubhouse bar as well as tea/coffee. You
may find this is the game for you. Why
not come and see the cream of County
bowlers playing on one of the premier
greens in the area – here of course:
Wednesday 19 June 2019 – This time it
is a ladies County Game starting at 1 pm.
Tuesday 16 July 2019 – A men’s
game with Bedfordshire County v
Cambridgeshire.
Sunday 28 July 2019 – A Bedfordshire
County Ladies Triples championship day
starting at 9 am (it will run all day so it
will be something you can pop in to watch
when you have a moment!)
Sunday 11 August 2019 – A Bedfordshire
County Vice-Presidents team v Southend
from 2 pm.
Don’t forget to give our stall a visit on
the Great Barford village FUN DAY on
Saturday 22 June 2019.
Looking ahead there is another of our
popular Bridge Days on Friday 13

Summer 2019

GREAT BARFORD BOWLS & PETANQUE CLUB
September 2019. The day starts around
10:00 am with a reception (tea or coffee
and biscuits) before getting down to start
at 10:30. We break for a two-course lunch
with wine followed by tea or coffee and
then the afternoon session. The inclusive
cost is £15 per person. Enquiries and
booking to Beryl on 01767 449116.
We hope that you will find something to
interest you all. For more information see our
website at www.greatbarfordbowlsclub.
org.uk and Facebook page www.
facebook.com/Great-Barford-BowlsClub-927365523974564 or call Beryl
on 01767 449116. The car park address
is in Woodpecker Close, MK44 3BG or
there is pedestrian access through School
Lane.
We are determined to be a community
club, providing for as many people in the
area as possible. We want to be for you all
and that means YOU! So, if you have sat at
home thinking you fancied some company,
yoga or Pilates, bridge or whist or other
activities held during/at other times of the
year, or to try Bowls or Petanque then we
are here. These facilities are not just for
the members! They are for you as well.

“half” a head of lettuce. The boy working
in that department told him that they only
sold whole heads of lettuce. The man was
insistent that the boy ask his manager
about the matter.
Walking into the back room, the boy said
to his manager, “Some a***hole wants to
buy a half a head of lettuce.” As he finished
his sentence, he turned to find the man
standing right behind him, so he added,
“and this gentleman kindly offered to buy
the other half.”

Do note that our excellent pavilion is
available for hire for meetings etc. Recent
hiring’s have included a 50th wedding
anniversary, company meeting and a social
group event. For details of charges and
availability please contact our Booking
Officer, Beryl on 01767 449116. The
club’s website also contains photographs
of the pavilion and further information.

The manager approved the deal and the
man went on his way. Later the manager
found the boy and said, “I was impressed
with the way you got yourself out of that
situation earlier. We like people who think
on their feet here. Where are you from,
son?”
“Sunderland, sir,” the boy replied.
“Well, why did you leave Sunderland?” the
manager asked.
The boy said, “Sir, everybody there appears
to be a bowler or a whore.”
“My wife is from Sunderland!” said the
manager.
The boy replied ... “Er … What club did she
bowl for?”

And I will leave you with this: A man
walked into the produce section of a
supermarket in London and asked to buy

Joe Lound-Keast
Publicity
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AROUND THE VILLAGE

by Eva

by Graham
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by Ella

by Graham
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AROUND THE VILLAGE

by Graham

Spring 2019
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bugle
1.

Which battle took place on 18th June 1815?

2.

Who famously said I'm going outside, I may be gone some
time'?

3.

What is the capital of Argentina?

4.

Who wrote the music for 'Land of Hope and Glory'?

5.

Who was the British 'Concorde' test pilot?

6.

"Quint, we need a bigger boat!" What film?

7.

In what year was 9/11?

8.

Who was the Prime Minister at the outbreak of World War II?

9.

In what year was the Coronation of the Queen?

10.

Which TV character's car has the registration 248 RPA?

11.

Which is the nearest planet to the sun?

12.

Next year will be the 60th anniversary of which television
programme?
answers on page 28

20 thebarfordbugle

Summer 2019

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
You will notice elsewhere in this issue,
an advert and information for the Great
Barford Green Infrastructure Plan.
This is something we are working on with
Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity
(BRCC). As you can see from the advert,
and will have it explained better at the
event to be held at the Village Hall, it’s
about the environment, landscape, wildlife
and heritage within our community.

to a recent exhibition held at the school. A
scheme referred to as “Willoughby Park”
was being promoted by DLP.

By identifying these and various other
aspects, we can use a Green Infrastructure
(GI) Plan to inform planning policies about
important Local Green Spaces, and the
need to protect and enhance the local
area to provide greater recreation, health,
fitness and wellbeing for the residents. It
will also promote the strategic planning and
management of landscapes, biodiversity
and heritage to meet the needs of the
existing and future community.

The public exhibition was an initiative from
DLP, to promote their vision of a “master
plan” for the land north of Roxton Road.
They are working for the land owner to offer
a possible solution for local development.

Please do drop in at the event for 10
minutes, see what’s going on, and help us
build on what BRCC have produced so far.
You, your children, and future generations
will benefit from just a few minutes of your
time. Come along to the event, open
from 10:00 – 12:00 on Saturday 29
June at the Village Hall.
We all understand that the population is ever
increasing, and people need somewhere
to live. So the Bedford Borough Council
Local Plan will have to address the future
housing need by allocating development
throughout the borough. Local land owners
have become involved by proposing many
sites that may be suitable to build on.
Working with the land owners are various
consultants, planning and development
agents, all aiming to promote their ideas
for what might be achievable.
There has been a bit of controversy relating
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DLP Planning Ltd is a part of the DLP
Consulting Group Ltd, a multidisciplinary
consulting group offering a wide range of
services in transportation and transport
planning, civil engineering, urban design,
architecture and neighbourhood planning.

At the present time the Parish Council
is aware of this, and similar alternative
“master plan” proposals from other
planning consultants on behalf of various
land owners, but we do not endorse, or
promote, any individual scheme. As with
most things in life, there are merits and
disadvantages that need to be borne in
mind. Only then can you settle on the most
favourable compromise that meets your
needs.
The Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan has
yet to identify its preferred development
sites to include in the Plan. To help us,
we have engaged with an independent
planning consultancy group called AECOM
(Architecture, Engineering, Consulting,
Operations, and Maintenance), who, under
their Neighbourhood Planning support arm,
are undertaking an objective assessment of
the call-for-sites that have come forward.
It will be the AECOM Report that will act
as a guide, giving us the evidence required
to support options for development we
wish to include in our Neighbourhood Plan.
Until then, we are keeping an open mind
on where and how much development we
need.

thebarfordbugle 21

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
You are invited to help create the

GREAT BARFORD GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN
‘Drop-in’ Consultation event
Saturday 29th June
10.00am – 12noon
at Great Barford Village Hall
Green Infrastructure (GI) Plans identify community aspirations for enhancing the
public access, wildlife, heritage and landscape of their parish. Successful GI
Plans lead to improvements being made to the local area which result in greater
provision for recreation, health, fitness and mental wellbeing.
GI Plans can be used as standalone documents to inspire change, inform
comments on local planning applications and give evidence for funding
applications. However, GI plans have even greater value when they are part of
a Neighbourhood Plan. The emerging Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan, when
completed and adopted, will sit alongside Bedford Borough Council’s Local Plan
and be used in assessing and determining local planning issues.
The GI Plan will be used to inform policies within the Neighbourhood Plan,
including the protection of important Local Green Spaces which meet certain
designation criteria.
Working with Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan Group and the Parish Council,
BRCC is assisting in the production of a GI Plan. Initial consultation with identified
stakeholders has led to the production of a draft GI Plan, which we now want the
whole community to view and comment on. The Drop-in session will be hosted by
representatives of BRCC and the Great Barford Neighbourhood Plan group, who
invite you to look at and comment on the aspirations identified to date; and to put
forward your own ideas for enhancing the local environment of the village. Pop in
for just 5 minutes, or longer if you have the time.
For more information about the GI Drop-in event,
please contact Mike Fayers: mikef@bedsrcc.org.uk
For more information about the Neighbourhood Plan, please contact:
Graham Pendrey graham.pendrey@greatbarford.org.uk
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
What is Green Infrastructure?
Green Infrastructure can be defined as a strategically planned and managed network
of accessible greenspaces and access routes, landscapes, biodiversity and heritage
which will meet the needs of existing and new communities in Central Bedfordshire by
providing:
•
•
•
•

an essential environmental foundation and support system;
a healthy and rich environment;
attractive places to live and visit and a good quality of life;
a sustainable future

The green infrastructure network will be protected, conserved, enhanced and
developed, and widely known and valued. It will be of high quality and an example of
best practice and innovation. The network will be multi-functional and meet a wide
range of social, environmental and economic needs. It will connect urban and rural
settlements and the countryside, and provide a spatial planning framework to guide
sustainable development.
Green Infrastructure Assets
GI consists of public and private assets, with and without public access, in urban and
rural locations, including
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Allotments
Amenity space, including communal greenspaces within housing areas
Green corridors, including hedgerows, ditches, disused railways, verges
Brownfield and greenfield sites
Urban parks and gardens
Registered commons and village and town greens
Children’s play space
Natural and semi-natural habitat for wildlife
Playing fields
Sports pitches and facilities
Cemeteries
Pocket parks
Country parks
Woodland
Historic parks and gardens and historic landscapes
Nature reserves
Sites of Special Scientific Interest and Scheduled Monuments
Locally designated heritage sites, including county wildlife sites
Waterways and waterbodies, including flooded quarries
Development sites with potential for open space and links
Land in agri-environmental management
Public rights of way, cycleways and other recreational routes

Summer 2019
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Green Infrastructure should
•
Contribute to the management, conservation and improvement of the local 		
landscape
•
Contribute to the protection, conservation and management of historic 		
landscape, archaeological and built heritage assets
•
Maintain and enhance biodiversity to ensure that development and 			
implementation results in a net gain of habitats
•
Be delivered through the enhancement of existing woodlands and also by the 		
creation of new woodlands and forest areas
•
Create new recreational facilities, particularly those that present opportunities 		
to link urban and countryside areas
•
Take account of and integrate with natural processes and systems
•
Be managed and funded in urban areas to accommodate nature, wildlife and 		
historic and cultural assets, and provide for sport and recreation
•
Be designed to high standards of quality and sustainability to deliver social and
economic, as well as environmental benefits
•
Provide focus for social inclusion, community development and lifelong learning
Benefits of Green Infrastructure
•
Well-designed and integrated GI can deliver a range of benefits, often in 		
combination:
•
Improve health and mental well-being
•
Promote a sense of community
•
Help reduce crime, fear of crime and antisocial behaviour
•
Provide opportunity for exercise, sport, active recreation, spiritual well-being 		
and quiet contemplation
•
Improve health as a result of increased physical activity, such as walking
•
Provide community resources for learning and training
•
Provide opportunities for community involvement
•
Provide a leisure focus and attraction for people of all ages from the existing 		
and the growth communities
•
Help establish local identity or sense of place
•
Improve environmental quality, e.g. better air and water quality, local climate 		
control and noise attenuation
•
Contribute to sustainable drainage and flood mitigation
•
Provide the opportunity to protect, recreate and rehabilitate landscapes and 		
habitats damaged or lost by previous development or agricultural change
•
Help maintain and enhance biodiversity
•
Contribute to the protection, management and enhancement of historic and 		
natural sites and areas
•
Improve and sustain land values
•
Reduce land management costs
•
Provide an enhanced environmental backdrop that will assist in attracting 		
business and inward investment
Please do come along and give your input to help create a high quality
Green Infrastructure Plan for Great Barford.
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Ivel Sprinter

Sprinter
Sprinter

REGULAR BUS SERVICES TO;
LANGFORD, SANDY, TEMPSFORD,
POTTON, BLUNHAM,
GREAT BARFORD, BEDFORD,
CAMBRIDGE, BIGGLESWADE,
CALDECOTE, LANGFORD, CHAWSTON, ST.
NEOTS, EYNESBURY
LITTLE BARFORD, EVERTON AND SUTTON.
THE BUS SERVICE IS AVAILABLE TO
EVERYONE AND IS A FULLY
TIMETABLED SERVICE
FOR TIMETABLE VISIT;
www.ivelsprinter.org.uk
BUS HIRE ALSO AVAILABLE FOR;
CLUBS, SOCIAL GROUPS, SCHOOLS AND
ANY OTHER NOT FOR PROFIT
ORGANISATION : CONTACT GRAHAM ON
01767 260485
Summer 2019
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Great Barford Village
For Bookings and to check availability:
Great Barford Village Hall

Website: www.greatbarfordvh.org
For Bookings and to check availability:
Alternatively
please call:
www.greatbarfordvh.org

Tel: 07974 816880

Alternatively please call:
Tel: 07974 816880

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with
ample free parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and

Great Barford boasts a superb modern village hall catering for up to 160 guests with ample free
is the ideal venue for weddings, business meetings, anniversaries and private parties.
parking. The hall is located at the far end of the village in Fishers Close and is the ideal venue
for weddings,
meetings,
anniversaries
Our well business
stocked bar
and enthusiastic
bar and
staffprivate
offer parties.
a warm welcome, great service
and competitive prices, the bar is open every Friday evening for villages and their

Our well stocked bar and enthusiastic bar staff offer a warm welcome, great service and
guests prices,
to sample
competitive
theour
barhospitality.
is open every Friday evening for villagers and their guests to sample
our hospitality.
If you are interested in making a private booking or checking availability for a regular

we wouldinlove
to hear
from booking
you usingor
either
of the
two contact
If you group
are interested
making
a private
checking
availability
for aopportunities
regular group we
andhear
we can
always
a viewing
andtwo
answer
any questions
you might
have.
wouldabove
love to
from
you arrange
using either
of the
contact
opportunities
above
and we can
always arrange a viewing and answer any questions you might have.

Follow us on Facebook, for up to date information

Follow us on Facebook, for up to date inform

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA.

Great Barford Village Hall Association, Fishers Close, Great Barford, Bedfordshire MK44 3HA.
Registered Charity
Charity Number
Number 300035
AARegistered
300035
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answers
1.

Waterloo

2.

Captain Oates

3.

Buenos Aires

4.

Edward Elgar

5.

Brian Trubshaw

6.

Jaws

7.

2007

8.

Neville Chamberlain

9.

1953

10.

Morse

11.

Mercury

12.

Coronation Street

MOBILE
LIBRARY

bugle

K.E. JONES

PLUMBING & HEATING

Fortnightly every Monday
For mobile times check
with Library
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TEL. 01234 870869
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Top: Lock Slacker Gear Box
Bottom: Wine Press Mechanism

WHERE AM I?

THE HASH HOUSE HARRIERS
CROSS-COUNTRY JOGGING, WALKING AND SOCIAL CLUBS
circles, arrows, tees and other strange signs
where footpaths intersect? Or, indeed,
seen similar chalk marks along roadsides?
You might have even come across us on
Sunday mornings, or Monday evenings
running in all weathers, and thought to
yourself; “Who are these mixed bunch
of nutters?” as we disappear into the
distance with runners in the front calling;
“On On!”

An Introduction to our healthy, outdoor
pursuit.
Whilst walking our wonderful Chiltern
countryside footpaths during the weekends
and holidays, have you ever seen small
blobs of a white or coloured powder (flour)
dotted along the footpaths, and then seen
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If you have, then we are the ones
responsible! The strange marks are what
we use to set our cross-country trails. So,
they are not illicit marks to target property,
they are bio-degradable, wash away after
a few days and certainly not poisonous to
pets, wildlife or livestock.
Our hobby is a healthy, outdoor pursuit,
that takes the form of a paper chase, with
a ‘Hare’ responsible for laying a cunning

Summer 2019

THE HASH HOUSE HARRIERS
The actual marking of the trail is laid
either on the Saturday afternoon before a
Sunday morning run, and on the Sunday
afternoon before a Monday evening run,
so it is essential that the marks stay in
place for a maximum of one and half days
after which they naturally degrade.

trail with the objective to test the ‘Hounds’
ability in seeking out the correct route.
We follow the Countryside Code and use
the latest versions of OS Maps and local
Parish footpath maps to plan our trails,
including making reconnaissance visits
prior to the run date. Responsibility lays
with the ‘Hare’ to ensure that the trail is
clearly defined, informing farmers, dog
walkers and others met en-route, of what
she or he is doing. In the majority of
instances, trails are laid from and finish at
a public house, at other times trails can be
laid from car parks at local beauty spots.
However, due the continuing closure of
village pubs, the former is sadly becoming
a necessity.

So why don’t you join us on a trail?
We meet weekly across the region and
welcome all to join us for a one hour walk,
jog or run. We have a wide range of ages
joining us each week and welcome wellbehaved dogs, although these need to
be kept under full control and remain the
responsibility of the owners.
Outside of our weekly run we also organise
fun activities including trips out, meals,
Summer and Christmas celebrations,
bowling, Hikes, punting and away weekends.
This year we will be visiting the Lincolnshire
Wolds and travelling further afield to The
Algarve.
Full details, including the location of
our next trail, can be found on
our website

www.h5hashers.org.uk.
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Submit your photos

Photos by Graham, Eva & Ella
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Submit your photos

Photos by Graham, Eva & Ella
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Local GP's Surgery & Walk-In Centres
THE SURGERY

OPENING HOURS:
Monday to Friday 		
08:30 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:00

16 Silver Street
Great Barford
MK44 3HX

Telephone Monday to Friday
08:00 - 13:00 & 14:00 - 18:30

01234 870 325
0845 8500734 Out of Hours

St Neots
Health Centre

Non Registered Patients
Opening Hours

24 Moores Walk
St Neots
PE19 1AG

(outside these hours, patients are advised
to contact their own registered GP)￼

01480 219 317 			

Putnoe
Medical Centre

93 Queens Drive
Putnoe
Bedford
MK41 9LE
01234 319992

Monday to Friday
08:00 - 09:00 & 18:00 - 20:00
Saturday & Sunday
09:00 - 16:00
Opening Hours:
Mon-Fri: 8:00am – 2:00pm
Sat, Sun & Bank Holidays:
8:00 – 5:00pm
7 days a week
365 days a year

To advertise in the Barford Bugle
please contact the Parish Clerk at
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
Prices for advertising in the Barford Bugle for four consecutive editions are:
Back Cover:
Single Space £40.00
Double Space £75.00

Inside:
Single Space £35.00
Double Space £60.00

Inside:
Half Page £95.00
Full Page: £150.00

THE BUGLE IS PRINTED BY
www.bespokemedia.org
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01234 720105
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Reporting Faults
If you see a fault or problem in Great Barford that is the responsibility of
Bedford Borough Council please report it using the contacts below:
Roads, footpaths, street light and general highway problems including
signage, report to the Highways Helpdesk:
01234 718 003
highways.helpdesk@bedford.gov.uk
Environmental concerns such as dog bins, street cleaning,
flytipping, waste collection and graffiti contact:
01234 718 060
callcentre@bedford.gov.uk
Dog Warden contact:
01234 718 009
ehadmin@bedford.gov.uk

For any other issues please
contact the Borough Council and
they will advise you as to which
department can help.
01234 267 422

The Borough Council website provides very useful information on the
specific services of the Borough Council and contact details:
www.bedford.gov.uk

If you see a faulty streetlight with a
PC number please report it to the
Parish Clerk.
For any faults or issues with the
graveyard, village green, playing
field, jubilee play area, allotments or
areas of open space please contact
the Parish Clerk.
Summer 2019

If you are not sure who is responsible
or if you need help or advice with
reporting items please contact the
Parish Clerk on:
01234 870245 or
clerk@greatbarford.org.uk
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The Bobby Scheme

Can the Bobby Scheme help you?
The Bobby Scheme is a local charity that provides a free service to over 65s
and the vulnerable by improving their home security to reduce crime and the
fear of crime.
The Bobby men are trained lock fitters and crime prevention advisers who offer
advice, reassurance and fit a range of security devices to make people feel
safer in their own home.
The Bobby Scheme has been running since 1997 and has improved or enhanced
the security of over 20,000 homes across Bedfordshire.
If you would like a visit from the Bobby Scheme
or know someone who would benefit
please call 01234-842619
or visit our website at

www.bedspolicepartnership.org

Quality made to measure blinds

• Verticals, Venetians, Romans, Rollers & Perfect Fit

Cal
us nol
w
• Top Brands at Competitive Prices
for
no oba free,
l
• Let the Showroom come to you
quotaigation
tion!
• Join the Empire of Happy Customers!
• Free Measuring Service, Free Fitting

01234 347110
www.emperorblinds.co.uk
enquiries@emperorblinds.co.uk

